HISTORY OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
PART I: THE AVERY YEARS, 1927-1952
Compiled and Annotated
By
David B. Field
Overseer of Lands
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
1936
PREFACE
Many of the original letters that I have transcribed were hand-written, and often difficult to read.
Most anything enclosed in brackets [ ] is one of my comment inserts. An insert “[?]” indicates
that I just could not read a word or section in the original letter. (In a few cases, the author of a
typed manuscript used brackets within a quoted passage but it should be clear from the context
that these are not my comments.) I have used braces { } to enclose hand-written marginal notes
in otherwise typed manuscript and also to enclose footnotes in the original material. Throughout,
I have corrected obvious typos but have not changed misspellings and abbreviations that reflect
the culture of the times and places. Except for these items, the text included in “THE WRITTEN
RECORD” are verbatim transcriptions of the original documents as best as I was able to read
them.
SUMMARY
The year 1936 was certainly interesting. The Trail was almost completed; the Civilian
Conservation Corps completed the bridge over the West Branch of the Penobscot River (with no
hand rails!); and keeping the C.C.C. camps open remained a struggle. This was also a year when
Avery began to lose patience with Walter Greene, and continued his struggles to find adequate
financing for publications and Trail publicity. Avery’s professional and Trail work continued at
an unbelievable pace. (Note the 18 letters on August 5 alone!) Avery eventually acceded to
relocation recommendations (around the eastern end of Rainbow Lake, by James Sewall, and
across the eastern end of the Saddleback Range by Robert Stubbs), but often expressed concern
over how any changes would affect the descriptions in the new Trail Guide. Late in the year,
Walter Greene’s health began to fail. Avery’s battle with Robert Moore over the name of
“Boarstone”/”Borestone” Mountain continued.
The first formal meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club was held February 27, 1936, In
Washington, D.C.
THE WRITTEN RECORD
January 3, 1936. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
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Dear Mr. Avery:
Let me acknowledge receipt of your letter of December 28 with copy of your letter to Stanley
Attwood attached. In light of the progress made by the Appalachian Trail Conference in
developing the Appalachian Trail in Maine and its importance as a link in the 2000 mile Sky
Line Trail from Maine to Georgia, I am inclined to agree with you that the most practical way to
make available a guide to Maine mountains would be through the medium of the newly formed
Appalachian Trail Club and the Appalachian Trail Conference.
Before any attempt is launched to develop a Maine Mountain Trail guide book I'd think a
conference should be held at the State House in Augusta to talk over this matter informally. I
think Mr. Greaton, Mr. Sawyer, Mr. Attwood, Mr. Stewart, and if possible, yourself, together
with such members of the Maine Club as could be gotten together. If you think it advisable for
me to see Mr. Atwood and Mr. Greaton independently on this issue, please advise me by return
mail as I have withheld an answer to Mr. Attwood's letter until today. See copy of his letter and
carbon copy of my letter attached. Enclosed you will also find the editorial from the Lewiston
Journal which you sent me and which I read with interest.
Also enclosed you will find proof of the new letterhead and envelope with the Augusta address
on each as you suggested. Please let me know what quantity should be delivered to Mr. Taylor,
Mr. Sawyer, Mr. Stubbs and Mr. Sewall. Will the balance go to you in Washington, or Mr.
Schairer?
Now about the Silvered Aisle, I have had The Augusta Press, through my son, make a rough
estimate of cost on a 6x9 booklet of 16 pages of text matter set in 10 point type with frontispiece
and 5 full pages of pictures, 3 1/2 pages of which would be group cuts. We have planned on a
bleed cover using one of the large Katahdin pictures with letters in reverse "The Silvered Aisle."
We have eliminated 22 pictures. On this basis the cost of 1000 copies would be approximately
$325.00; 2000 copies would cost $425.00. If you should decide to use the 22 pictures which we
eliminated in this estimate, they might be made up in three additional pages of seven pictures
each, at a total cost of $25.00 to $30.00. The prices include the cost of a map size 34 x 11 inches,
folded and tipped in. The cover would be 120# Coated paper, white, printed in a green ink. At a
slight additional cost the inside front and back cover pages could be printed with a list of various
Appalachian Trail publications. You should figure approximately $10.00 for this additional
printing. A substantial amount of money should be guaranteed; the orders for the booklet could
be sent to The Augusta Press and copies mailed from there as the orders came in. At least
$200.00 in orders should be in sight before any printing should be undertaken and $200.00 at
least made available at the time the books were ready for sale. The balance could be financed as
the orders came in. The Augusta Press has put out a number of publications on this basis where
chances were good of the edition being sold to the amount of the printing bill. Only a limited
number need be bound and the rest could be held flat in sheets more economically than in the
finished form.
I think your suggestion about seeing the Bangor & Aroostook R. R. is an excellent one and I
shall act on it at once. I am writing Mr. Houghton to see if he would be interested in looking over
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the pictures and what the prospect would be of financing such a publication. In the meantime
will you give me your reaction on the preliminary estimate as the grouping may not meet with
your approval nor the elimination of the 22 views, some of which are very light for reproducing
and others too dark or not important enough to deserve publication, in my opinion.
Your suggestions on the newspaper article are excellent, but I should like more time to consider
them as the last two weeks have been rather broken up and I have had far too little time to devote
to this important work. This publicity would involve the two releases on which I have yet to
make drafts. Let me assure you that I shall not delay this matter a day longer than is necessary.
The Greaton matter, please leave in abeyance until I can go over with him the matter of the
Maine Guide Book as mentioned in the foregoing. Mr. Greaton and I are making good progress
in cooperating on Maine recreation and here is another opportunity to drive a nail.
January 3, 1936. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Mr. Flynt:
The following letter received from Mr. Sewall, with copy marked for Forest Commissioner
Waldo N. Seavey, indicates that the Forest Commissioner of Maine has been appointed:
"1 have your letter of the 28th inst. The Little Wilson Pond road planned out to go east
across West Bowdoin College Grant probably north of Upper Wilson Pond and between
Mountain Pond and Horseshoe Pond and intersect the proposed road from Kokadjo down
Pleasant River to Katahdin Iron Works all depends on length of life of the Greenville
Camp.
"However our present plan is to build the Little Wilson Pond road through to the point of
intersection, establish a side camp there, build north to the end of the Kokadjo road
construction and then south to Katahdin Iron Works.
"With regard to the project next season, I am now beginning to work out with each
Superintendent these projects and when I get to the Appalachian Trail work I will send
you the ideas which we develop, and get your criticisms and ammendations.
"I hope to be at a meeting of the heads of the various college outing clubs at Colby within
the next month or so and will discuss maintenance with them and also get their ideas."
This solves the problem which has been holding up the printing of the stationery but it had
occurred to me that, instead of specifically naming the Forest Commissioner and the
Commissioner of Inland Fisheries & Game, since the designating of these officials as Honorary
Vice-Presidents relates more to the office, it would be preferable to merely designate the office.
Thus, I would suggest the following for the column under Honorary Vice-Presidents:
James W. Sewall
Forest Commissioner
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Commissioner of Inland Fisheries & Game
One might add, after Mr. Sewall’s name, his title as C.C.C. Forester, but as the Trail Club would
wish to continue his association if the C.C.C. were immediately completely abolished, it would
be greatly preferable to retain his individual designation. This and the arrangement of the names,
I will leave for your consideration.
This matter becomes important, as we want to have the stationery available for use in letters
when the Maine Guidebook is printed and distributed. This I anticipate will be about the 25th of
January, although it may be delayed for a week or so. We shall have to send out a number of
review copies, etc. and it would be very effective to have the accompanying letter written on the
Maine Trail Club letterhead.
We shall, of course, send direct to Mr. Sewall copies of the Guidebook for use in the C.C.C.
work, and send a copy to Mr. Stubbs. The Maine Publicity Bureau has ordered a copy. There has
been no response from the Development Commission. I thought that, with respect to such copies
as might be desirable to present to the Governor or to members of the Development Commission
or even Mr. Greaton, it might be more effective to have this done by you in Maine. We will send
you the necessary copies for this purpose as soon as you let us have your suggestion as to how
this can be best handled.
Greene tells me that, last year, the State of Maine had an exhibit at the Motorboat Show. You
know that we are independently planning an exhibit of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club at the
Sportsmen's Shows. Greene said that one of the items of the exhibit was a large map of Maine.
It certainly seems as if we ought to get the Trail route plotted on this map. I am wondering if you
could take up the matter with Mr. Greaton and find out who will prepare the material, the date of
the show, and what we can do to get the Trail route plotted. It may be that we can also supply an
exhibit of maps and Guidebooks for this show.
In keeping with my previous letters about the 5 newspaper feature articles of Maine, I have made
quite a collection of photographs (52) which I am sending to you, so that they can be distributed
between the three articles. In addition, we have available here the cuts of the Bangor &
Aroostook IN THE MAINE WOODS articles for 1933, 34 and 35. I presume, however, that the
newspapers would prefer to make their own cuts from the original photographs which I am
sending you, rather than use these cuts.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Messrs. Sewall, Greene, Sawyer and Heermance, to keep
them informed and I shall be very glad to have your reaction to my various suggestions, and we
can proceed accordingly.
I recently made a point of making a visit to Mr. Tillotson to tell him of the very fine work done
by the C.C.C. on the Trail in Maine. I hope that I made an impression. Mr. Tillotson said that
Maine was not losing any C.C.C. Camps in January, but, with the next reduction which the
President has ordered to 300,000 men, it is difficult to say what Camps will be eliminated, and
Maine may well lose some then. If the Greenville or Rangeley Camps were to be discontinued, it
would be a very serious loss to us. We are depending on the Rangeley Camp to complete the
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project. Mr. Tillotson seemed to feel that the question of the retention of various Camps lay with
the local authorities and that their recommendations would control. We can depend on Mr.
Sewall to do all possible to hold these Camps, of course, and if he feels that we can accomplish
anything here, we will carry out his suggestions immediately. Incidentally, Mr. Tillotson told me
that he would like to see Walter Greene in New York. I gave him his address and I have advised
Walter of the situation so that he can be duly advised in discussing matters with Mr. Tillotson.
As these photos represent some labor in accumulation and will be useful elsewhere, I wish you
would try and have them returned when our project is finished.
Such articles, of course, should have a map. I do not think any of our detailed maps are
particularly satisfactory and probably the best thing would be to use either the Socony Map of
New England or the Maine Highway Map with the trail route plotted on it.
cc Greene, Sawyer, Sewall, Heermance
January 6, 1936. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
It is evident that your letter of January 3rd and my letter of Dec. 6 crossed; by this time you
undoubtedly have the proof of the letter head and my reaction is that we let remain the name of
Seavey and Stobie. Mr. Seavey is especially interested in the work of the Trail Club through his
contact with Mr. Sewall and I am sure we shall receive sympathetic assistance from Seavey.
Thanks for sending the estimates from Mr. Sewall's letter. I spoke with Mr. Sewall briefly last
week at a Park Commission meeting to which the Planning Board members attended. It is an
imposing program that Mr. Sewall has projected and I hope that the major part can be carried
through.
The stationary will be printed promptly upon the return of the proof with your OK or Mr.
Schairer's, so that you may have the accompanying letter go out with the Maine Guidebook
review copies.
Unless there is a saving in postage, I think the Guidebook complimentary copies should be
mailed from headquarters, unless you see advantages in having these mailed from Augusta.
(especially if the wrapper or envelope bore the name and address of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club).
Immediately upon getting your letter, I called Mr. Greaton about including the A. T. on the large
state of Maine map for the Motor Show Exhibit. He was entirely agreeable to the idea and
referred it to me to incorporate in the map when the Planning Board artist begins work for the
Fish and Game Dept.
The package of photographs arrived today and I will go over these in connection with the various
releases and write you later.
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Your interview with Mr. Tillotson made good reading and I hope that he contacts Walter Greene
in New York.
Your photographs will be carefully inspected and distributed to the various newspapers.
You are right that the artist should include a map and I think I can get this town on a Maine
Highway map by our Planning Board artist without expense.
P.S. Enclosed are two carbon copies which you can dispose of.
January 7, 1936. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Flynt:
Your good letter of January 3rd. is at hand. In order not to delay you I am running off a reply. I
don’t always hit the right keys on the machine.
Replying to your several points.
By all means proceed with your Conference with Mr. Greaton, Sawyer, Attwood and any others
you can bring in. The more the local aspect of this thing is emphasized the better it is. Walter
Greene wrote only the other day that to his mind one major item of progress in 1935 was the
activity and fine cooperation from our Maine representatives. You, Sawyer and Stubbs are able
to take the initiative and speak for the Maine A.T. Club. When developments reach the proper
stage we can send a report to the members. It would seem obvious that our Maine Guide is the
medium for carrying out this project. What we need is the financial underwriting. If only we can
bring the Development Commission to this point, we can carry the other burdens. Frankly I think
Mr. Attwood will find the compiling of data much slower than he anticipates. But to us the real
benefit lies in calling attention to and emphasizing the A.T. in Maine. Also these projects may
stimulate Mr. Greaton’s interest.
The Guidebook has grown tremendously since we laid our plans for financing last fall. I haven’t
yet received the final figures from the off-set printer because they are hunting for a light weight
map paper. With 250 pages and 8 large papers the substance of the book requires careful
planning and the binding becomes more expensive. To date I have advance orders for 50 copies.
When the book finally gets [sic] we will put on a publicity campaign which will stimulate the
sale. The final corrections are being made on the manuscript. The index is yet to be typed but the
book should be out by February 1st. As I see it now--and I hope it doesn’t get any worse--I am
short about $100 which will have to be met by quick sales.
The letter head and envelope proof are very satisfactory. Suggest that 50 sheets be sent to Sewall,
Taylor, Stubbs and perhaps a few more to Sawyer with envelopes. {100 to Greene} The balance
can be sent to me at Room 5524, Commerce Building. I will look after the distribution here.
That was a nice stroke to call Mr. Seavey. While Mr. Stobie received the letters and newspaper
releases etc. about his being Honorary Vice-President, I doubt if there was any direct contact
with him. You might think it equally strategic to call him. Mr. Sewall of course is fully advised.
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As to the form of the Silvered Aisle--if we can issue it--I am very glad to rest that entirely with
your experience. Since you have definite figures, would you think it worthwhile to tell Greaton
that you are trying to interest the B. and A. R.R. with the hope of getting the Commission to
purchase $150 of copies. By trying to combine the two it might be possible to make some
progress. I presume that the cost of the Development Commission booklets is in excess of that
figure. I presume too that if he can seem to handle them as his originals ideas, Mr. Greaton
naturally would prefer to handle them with the Commission more productively. It is obvious that
we can't get any help in financing the Guidebook and to some degree the publication of this
pamphlet will cut in on Guidebook sales.
Naturally I am not writing to Mr. Greaton and will be guided entirely by your directions--with
respect to the letter written you to show him--and in all other matters. This will leave the
handling of such matters with your diplomatic self but I hope you will impress upon him our
problems in connection with getting out the Maine Guide. Further it will be obvious that the
financial burden of the additional material for mountains outside the trail must come from other
than the Trail Conference. Like Mr. Attwood's letter we duck that too. We could incorporate the
ski data too. No need of having separate publications. My experience in having compiled several
of these guidebooks leads me to observe that little data will come in from the outside sources but
it gives our project a big advantage to offer the expand and take in the various tangents. Don’t
you agree on this?
I think this covers the ground and I shall awaiting hearing from you with interest. You might
show this letter to Sawyer and Stubbs. Let's try to present the Maine A. T. Club as a potent
vehicle for accomplishing things, particularly with its A.T. and N.E.T.C. connections.
More power to you.
Attwood’s letter to you is being returned via Greene. Presume you have or will instruct the
Augusta Post Office as how to handle returned or mail addressed to the M.A.T.C.
{Copy Greene}
January 14, 1936. H. Haynes, The Guthrie Lithograph Company, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Replying to your request to our Mr. Norman for quotation on booklet 4 1/4 x 6 ½ with special
cover, running approximately 246 pages with seven maps, one, two colors, to be folded and
inserted in the book on sample stock submitted by our Mr. Norman, will run at the rate of $2.02
per page for 500 copies, including special cover. There will be an additional charge of $75.00 for
the seven maps, inserted in the books. This price of $75.00 includes the planographing of 500
copies of each map.
We trust we have covered everything to your satisfaction. We are returning all maps along with
this quotation.
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January 17th, 1936. John H. Thoeing, Capital Offset Printers, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
In compliance with your request to our Mr. Norman, we take great pleasure to quote on your
requirements as follows:
500 copies of 256 page sewed book & Cover, inside printed in black ink on 30# White Warren's
Bibliopake, Cover printed on 1 side in black ink on Potomac Velour Cover; you to furnish
complete copy ready to photograph. {Page Size 4 ½ x 6 ½”}Book will contain 7 maps (tipped in)
printed on 1 side on 13# Chieftain Bond as follows:
Mt. Bigelow Range……….. Size 6 ½ x 9” Blue ink
Katahdin to Maine Hghw. 4 Size 10 x x32” “ “
Bodfish Siding……………. Size 11 x 13”
“ “
Maine Hghw. 4 to N. Hampsh. “ 11 ½ x 14” “ “
Katahdin…{East Br.}……. Size 10 ½ x 14 ½” “
Barren-Chairback Range….. Size 12 x 18” Blue & Orange
White Cap Region………. Size 10 ½ x 14” Blue & Orange

{11” x 15”}
{12 ½ x 39}
{15 ½ x 19}
{14 x 15 ½”}
{15 x 21”}
{23” x 35”}
{13” x 17 ½”}

Price complete……………………………………………$407.00
Additional maps may be run from the same plates at a cost of $ 7.10 per 100 copies each of 7.
We are submitting bound dummy to show quality of paper and binding. Maps will be pasted in;
you are to mark dummy for positions.
Instead of submitting proofs of the maps, may we suggest that you check our negatives, and also
the first press sheet if you so desire. In our process, proofs are either expensive, or unsatisfactory.
For delivery we would like to have about 3 weeks. That would give us a little time to touch up
the maps in places, where lines are too heavy, or numbers are filled in.
Thanking you for this opportunity to bid, and trusting to be favored with your valued business,
January 19, 1936. George Learned to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Am very much interested in the progress of the A.T. in Maine for the past two years. It is now
finished (except painting) within 2 miles of my camp on C Pond and from that point for the next
9 miles is very easy to build from the point where now finished. It follows my trail to C Pond
and continues on a partly finished trail to Mt. Brook some 1 ½ miles from my camp and from the
point where it turns south on Mt. Brook there is a good wood road leading to the Andover Upton
highway. The Bates Outing Club has finished a spur trail leading to C Bluff and is well worth
the climb. Please find 1.00 for guide book when it is published.
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January 20, 1936. Myron Avery, Chairman of the Board, The Appalachian Trail
Conference, to Capital Offset Printers, J. H. Thoeing
Gentlemen:
We are pleased to place our order with you on the basis of your letter of January 17th, subject to
the following changes:
The binding of the dummy submitted does not seem sufficiently secure with the use which the
book will receive. The book will, therefore, require additional reinforcing in the binding. On
consultation with you, we have concluded that the following method will be satisfactory:
The book is to be bound by side-stitching twice through the cover and glued to the cover as well.
Heavy flat wire is to be used in the stitching. Black tape of sufficient width to be pasted over the
cover around the binding, on the outside, as this cover shows a tendency to break. Also, width of
book to be increased one-fourth inch to prevent stapling interfering with easy reading of text.
Maps to be stitched and pasted in, both. The folded portion of the maps to be cut away as per
Guide to Paths in the Blue Ridge so that map can be opened without tearing.
The printed page size is to be the same as the printed page size of Guide to the Appalachian Trail
in Maine, 1931, copy of which you have, except that it will be one-fourth inch wider, as above
referred to. Otherwise, the size of the book is to conform to this publication; the dummy does not.
Your quotation is to include a cover of the color selected by us (green) of the same stock and
color as the dummy. This cover is to be letter-pressed and to have printed on it the small map of
Maine, cut for which has been furnished you.
The quotation, it is understood, is to include as one page the map of Maine, cut for which has
been furnished you. This is a numbered page in the 246 pages of manuscript; your quotation is
256 pages.
The plates for the book and maps are to be held for a period of two years subsequent to the date
of delivery of the Guidebooks and not to be destroyed without notice to us. Quotation to be
furnished now for running additional copies from these plates in lots of one hundred.
The reduction in the seven maps and the workmanship is to be to our entire satisfaction or the
reductions indicated by you to be increased to a size satisfactory to us without additional charge
to us. We will follow out the suggestions with respect to checking your negatives. In fact, we are
very anxious to do so.
We expect to deliver 220 pages of Manuscript January 22nd or 23rd, and the remainder within a
week. The book is to be delivered to us at 901 Union Trust Building and at 1850 Park Road in
quantities designated by us.
We understand that the cost of additional maps is $7.10 for 100 of each map in the entire set,
making 700 maps at a cost of $7.10. We wish 200 extra of each of the seven maps for which the
cost would be $14.20, making the total bill $421.20.
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You will supply a few maps for an exhibition on January 28th, together with three dummies with
prepared cover which can be used to imitate the Guidebook in the exhibition.
Terms of payment:
$225 to be paid on delivery and acceptance of books by us.
$ 75 to be paid within sixty (60) days after acceptance and delivery.
$ 50 to be paid within one hundred and twenty (120) days after acceptance and delivery.
Balance to be paid in seven (7) months, you to retain as security 100 copies; 50 of which
to be released on payment of the $50 one hundred and twenty (120) days after
delivery.
January 20, 1936. Myron Avery to C. R. Tillotson, Assistant Regional Forester, Region 7
Dear Mr. Tillotson:
I am sending to you a copy of a letter which 1 have received from Walter Greene, President of
the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, together with a letter of November 13th from the foreman of
the Appalachian Trail crew at the Greenville Camp. Mr. Greene thought it would be of interest to
you to have these letters.
Mr. Greene also writes that he [would] like very much to have you dine with him at the Lambs
Club when you are next in New York. His address is 2823 - 212th Street, Bayside, Long Island,
New York.
Copy to Walter Greene
Undated [Probably January 21] 1936. Roy Flynt to George M. Houghton, General Passenger
Agent, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad
Dear Mr. Houghton:
I have just received, from Myron H. Avery, of the Appalachian Trail Conference, manuscript for
the proposed descriptive booklet on the Appalachian Trail in Maine, and titled, "The Silver
Aisle." The manuscript is accompanied by 44 pictures, at least 22 being photographs that would
reproduce very nicely. I have estimated that a book of 6 x 9 size would take about 10 pages of
text matter and five to eight pages for cuts; probably not over 24 pages including the title page.
There should be an attractive cover, of course.
We have planned a white coated "bleed” cover using one of the large Katahdin pictures with
letters in reverse "The Silvered Aisle." There should be a tint of some color to make this title
stand out on the cover. Including the cuts and all printing, the cost of 3000 books would be in the
neighborhood of $500.00.
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Mr. Avery has asked me to write you to see if the Railroad would be interested in putting out this
descriptive booklet of the Appalachian Trail, which, as you doubtless know, is the beginning of a
2000 mile trail to Georgia. All but 40 miles, from Katahdin to the New Hampshire line, is
complete and Mr. Sewall of Old Town told me the other day at the Forestry Department that he
was confident that the trail could be finished next year with CCC boys help. As the most of the
Appalachian Trail is in B. & A. territory, and recalling the booklets you have put out from time
to time on Mt. Katahdin, it seemed to me that you might be interested in financing this book.
It may be that the Appalachian Trail Conference would like 500 or 1000 extra copies if they
could arrange to have them printed at the same time that your books are printed, should you think
favorably of this plan; the cost of these extra copies could be arranged with you.
By separate registered mail, tonight, I am sending the manuscript and pictures and if these could
be returned in a few days I should appreciate it. I talked with Mr. Sewall in Augusta about this
book but he did not see the manuscript or pictures, but would like very much to look over the
material, so you may want to talk with him in Old Town in order to get an idea of how important
this Appalachian Trail is destined to become as recreation and out-of-door activities develop in
Maine.
{Walter: Send this to Mr. Sewall asking him to return it if you wish. M.H.A.} {Dear Mr. Sewall:
Will you please put both these in the enclosed and mail to Mr. Avery. W. D. Greene}
{7,500 words in Booklet. Quotations for photo offset process—using these photos. New
manuscript 8,000 words. 26 photos “as is”. Cover, single illustration front and back, overprinting
title on front. Probably 28 pages, text and illustrations. 3,000—225.00; add to 32 pages 27.50;
cover in 2 colors.}
January 22, 1936. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
While at Boston recently, I was told by the A.M.C. officials that their permission from the
Brown Company was verbal and that they are not able to locate any written record. They feel
reluctant to take up the matter lest it cause complications. So I presume that the three lean-tos on
the Mahoosucs will have to be left out of our plan to make lean-tos on the shelters public
campsites. This is a very potential source of trouble, particularly in view of your feeling that
Chief Warden King is not aware of the use made of these lean-tos by hikers.
I would appreciate your keeping me informed of developments and taking care of this matter of
having the rest of the lean-tos made public campsites.
The Guidebook will be out during the next month.
cc: Mr. Blood
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January 22, 1936. George M. Houghton to Roy Flynt
Dear Mr. Flynt:
I am in receipt of your letter of the 21st inst. with manuscript for the proposed descriptive
booklet on the Appalachian Trail in Maine, together with a lot of pictures submitted by Myron H,
Avery of the Appalachian Trail Conference.
We have had numerous articles in our publication “In the Maine Woods” from Mr. Avery, and
we have something for the 1936 book now ready to be printed. We appreciate very much the
interest Mr. Avery has taken and the Trail which he evidently initiated for the Appalachian
Mountain Club.
I think the article and the photographs submitted are very fine, and I called Mr. Sewall at
Oldtown and found that he is out of town. As you are anxious to get back the copy and
photographs I am returning them without submitting to him.
We would be interested in putting out this descriptive booklet and undoubtedly could put out
quite a number of copies to good advantage, but as we are already going to a large expense in
printing our own book “In the Maine Woods," we cannot possibly finance the book from the fact
that my appropriation for advertising purposes will not permit. I asked our Executive Committee
and the Board of Directors to appropriate a sufficient amount so we could take care of such
things as this, together with some advertising in the daily papers and magazines, but they cut the
appropriation down so it will hardly take care of our local requirements such as time folders,
advertising excursions and other things of this kind that we are obliged to do.
This is something that the State should be interested in, and the Maine Development
Commission, as well as the Maine Publicity Bureau should contribute toward it; also the Boston
& Maine and Maine Central Railroads, as they get a good proportion of the revenue of all
passengers going into our territory by rail, although most of them come by automobile. Then, the
Appalachian Mountain Club, as they want 500 or 1,000 copies, should contribute toward the
publication of the book.
I will contribute toward the publication of this booklet $100.00 which according to your estimate,
would be one-fifth of the cost and under these conditions we should have one-fifth of the number
of books which are issued. I feel that under present conditions this is all that we can take out of
our advertising appropriation, but it seems to me that the balance can be obtained from the
organizations which I have mentioned above. I feel sure that Mr. Avery will appreciate our
position in this matter, as well as yourself. No doubt you will feel as I do that others directly
interested should assist in the financing of his book.
We have always appreciated your interest in advertising this section of the State very much.
I am returning the manuscript with photographs herewith under register as we received them.
{Copy Greene, Sewall}
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January 23, 1936. C. R. Tillotson to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I wish to thank you for your letter of January 20 and the enclosures giving information in respect
to the trails built by the CCC in Maine last summer. I hope nothing will interfere with the
continuation of that work next summer from such camps as remain in operation in the State of
Maine. I would not anticipate that men could be transported an excessive distance even to carry
on this trail work, much as you may wish the project to be continued. It is rather hoped, therefore,
that camps which are best situated for this work may not be among those which will be
scheduled to be eliminated. We are going to have to take a real cut in camps next spring. We did
not cut Maine any during this winter, but I would anticipate that some reductions will have to be
made in that State next spring.
January 24, 1936. Myron Avery to F. E. Cousins, Editor, Portland Press Herald
Dear Mr. Cousins:
You may recall our previous correspondence in connection with which we sent to you a number
of photographs of the Appalachian Trail Conference which were used in the Portland Press
Herald.
We have accumulated a number of additional photographs which I am sending to you under
separate cover. Those consist of: four mountain photographs; 9 enlargements; 17 contact prints;
and 67 small prints. With respect to these contact prints, we can send you the negatives of
whatever prints you find satisfactory for your purposes, to be used for enlargements.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club is issuing a 250-page Guidebook and whatever revenue is
derived from your payment of the customary amount of 50 cents for each print used, will be
devoted to that purpose.
We understand that you will return to us, as soon as possible, the prints which are of no use to
you, and those selected will follow in due course.
January 24, 1936. Myron Avery to Charles W. Morse, Editor, A.M.C. White Mountain
Guidebook
Dear Mr. Morse:
I was very pleased to note in the recent issue of the A.M.C. Bulletin that you have been
designated as Dr. Larrabee's successor to carry on the Guidebook work.
I thought it desirable to write you in connection with a Guide which we are issuing which adjoins
the A.M.C. Guide to the north. We have now in press the 250-page GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. I enclose a copy of the prospectus, to indicate its scope.
The book will have 6 maps, one of which will be a general map from the Maine-New Hampshire
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Line to Mt. Saddleback. We expect to have the book available within the next month and we
shall send a copy to you. I trust that you will be disposed to make appropriate reference to it in
the pertinent sections of the White Mountain Guide.
Some time ago, I suggested to former Councilor of Topography Comey that, in addition to the
reference in the text to such trails as formed a part of the through Appalachian Trail, that the
Appalachian Trail should be specifically indicated on the maps. Mr. Comey indorsed the
suggestion and as the Appalachian Trail is the through route, this designation is of considerable
assistance to hikers in the use of maps. You will also note that the Guide has carried in the past a
chapter on the Appalachian Trail. With the appearance of the second edition of the Maine
Guidebook, you will undoubtedly find it necessary to make considerable revision in this chapter.
I am also enclosing a list of the publications of the Trail Conference. If you do not have the
booklet on the Trail, I should be very glad to forward it to you.
January 24, 1936. Myron Avery to Arthur Comey
Dear Arthur:
Further to my letter, drafting you, as a member of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to help
with the exhibit. Our people who are arranging the exhibit are very anxious to have an up-to-date
measuring wheel--not the antiquated A.M.C. wheel--in the front of the exhibit. One of our
wheels is in the Southern Appalachians and we have much use for the other and cannot send it
away for six weeks. Would you be disposed to take in your measuring wheel; it would help
greatly.
This exhibit contains a full compliment of trail tools but no camping equipment. When you see it
set up, you may feel disposed to erect an A.M.C. tent and sleeping bag, etc., with appropriate
labels.
I understand that Gower will add his Appalachia article and the A. M. C. Katahdin Guide to the
material we have sent.
cc: Gower, Greene
January 24, 1936. Myron Avery to Walter Greene
Dear Walter:
The enclosed memoranda to Gower, Comey, Hunt and Draper will be self-explanatory. The
exhibit lacks a white board sign. We should have one, by all means. Will you therefore make, as
soon as possible, and send to Ronald at 155 Oakleigh Road, Newton, Massachusetts, a sign
which will have a sample of the good tongue-twisting Maine names. The exhibit goes out next
Friday or Saturday, so the sign will have to go forward as soon as possible.
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When this show gets down to New York, we will, of course, depend on you to check up and see
that it is alright and that none of the material is missing. We will send you a diagram, which will
have everything labeled on it.
cc: Gower
January 24, 1936. Myron Avery to J. W. Hunt, Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Hunt:
You may remember that you have furnished to us, from time to time, for use in exhibitions,
empty quart cans which bore the label of the Appalachian Trail. We want to get two more--one,
Appalachian Trail white, and the other, Appalachian Trail blue. These are the empty quart cans.
Will you kindly put them in a package and have them sent to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club,
Care Fairbanks Strong {You mean Campbell Fairbanks?} Exposition, Mechanics Building,
Boston, Massachusetts. Will you kindly have a similar order sent to Miss Vivian Robb, 1771
Kilbourne Place, N.Y. The bill should be made out to the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club. If
there is any difficulty about this order, please telephone me at District 2200, Branch 2792. These
cans should go forward within a day or two.
cc: Gower, Greene
January 24, 1936. Myron Avery to E. B. Draper, Canton, Mass.
Dear Ned:
I thought that I would not be calling on you for anything further after your very kind offer to
procure the beaver boards. I thought that by holding these boards 4’ by 10’ in place, that we
could send up from here some wooden racks on which we mounted pictures. However, on
studying the racks here, I find that they will not do at all because they require a support which is
not available in the 10 by 10 bare space which is allotted to us. I am in a very difficult situation
and I hope you will not feel it an imposition if I bring my troubles on this score to you. Would it
be possible to have made, where you get the beaver boards, a small framework, or would the
better scheme be to have some carpenter at the Mechanics Building hired to put up the
framework. As the time is very short, I am sending a carbon of this letter to Gower and asking if
you will get in touch with him during the day at Stadium 3500 and consult as to the best method
of handling it?
The Maine Guidebook will be distributed in about 3 weeks and I hope that the copy which you
will receive will meet with your approval.
cc: Gower, Greene
{[Note, by Draper?] “OK. Might suggest frame so bottom of boards about 30” – 36” high from
floor leaving top 6 ¼’ to 7’}
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January 24, 1936. Myron Avery to Ron Gower
Dear Ron:
Yesterday six of us worked well into this morning assembling the exhibit material and this letter
will cover the situation. I am sorry to say that a few complications here have made the situation
more involved and troublesome to you than we anticipated when we asked you to swing this for
us.
The enclosed carbons of letters to Rau, Comey, Greene and Hunt are self-explanatory and I will
not have to refer here to any matters covered by them.
There has been shipped:
The tools, prepaid to the Club at Mechanics Building
The paint cans (by Hunt) “
“
There will be sent to you Sunday at 155 Qakleigh Road, Newton
Minute diagram showing where each item belongs. {sent in package}
Package with the mounted photos, literature etc.
On Tuesday or Wednesday there will be sent to you a tube containing the large map of Maine for
the center spread and the Guidebook maps. There will be extra copies in case items are taken.
(The exhibit will have duplicates of a number of items to permit replacements.) The maps are
being rushed thru and will be ready then. The Guidebooks Dummies (2) will be sent then. These
will have to be secured so that one can’t open them and see the inside.
By separate cover there will be sent 250 of the Maine Guidebook prospectus. This second edition
should be substituted for the 1935 issue if that is a part of the exhibit on the Board. These can be
parceled out for people to take. A few put in each day. We expect to use all these up there.
Mr. Rau said that his outfit furnishes a sign giving the Name of the exhibitor. If Boardman does
not include it, you will have to get it there. It is of course--Maine Appalachian Trail Club. {Have
only A.T. emblem. Better get them at it.}
You will note from the diagram that to mark the A.T. on the large map in the roll--that a green
tag (used at Skyland) is used as the symbol. You will probably see these tags separately. {on
back of A.T. emblem noted on diagram}
Boardman concluded not to risk sending the photos to Mechanics building. It is not a big bundle
and I hope it won’t inconvenience you too much. If you want anything sent elsewhere than at
Newton wire Vivian Robb 1770 Kilbourne Place, N.W. {Changed back and wrote Gower so.}
You will need to supply yourself with a load of thumb tacks.
For the expense which you incur send me the amount and it will be paid by the Maine A.T.
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If any unduplicated material disappears during the show, let us know so we can replace it.
The tools sent by express are:
Woodsman’s Pal
Hudson’s Bay Ax (small)
Hudson’s Bay Ax (Large)
2 Pruning Shears
Bush Hook (No. 7)
Lively Lad Weeder
2 Paint Scrapers
Paint container-brush
A. T. Markers and nails
Kelly Weeder (No. 7)
Me. Forestry Ax (No. 10)
Wayne Weeder ( No. 32)
Walter will he heart-broken that we didn't include his historic ax with appropriate label but I
couldn't locate it.
We had had labels for the tools but were unable to locate them after the Skyland Conference. So
unless they turn up in the next two or three days we will have to forego those. {Still missing}
If you don’t hear from Draper will you take the initiative and call him. I regret very much the
situation with respect to the mounts.
I guess this is all. This exhibit means a lot to us and your friends here will be very grateful to you
for making it possible.
Hastily,
Copy Greene, Boardman
January 24, 1936. Roy Flynt to George Houghton
Dear Mr. Houghton:
Let me thank you for the generous response to my letter regarding the Appalachian trail
descriptive booklet.
I have sent your letter to Mr. Avery and I am sure he will appreciate your offer to help in so
valuable a piece of publicity.
As soon as anything more definite can be worked out I will let you know.
January 24, 1936. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
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Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of January 22nd is at hand. We will let the matter of the lean-tos in the Mahoosucs
stand for the present. I hope that if I am working for the Department this coming season that I
will have opportunity to visit and travel on this trail that we have laid out through my section.
Herewith I am enclosing a topographic map of the Phillips Quadrangle upon which is delineated
by a solid red line the location of the Appalachian Trail between Sugar Loaf and Saddleback as
we had it at one time. As shown by a broken blue line from Perham Junction to the top of
Saddleback Jr. is the new location as incorporated in the working plans for the Rangeley C.C.C.
Camp for the coming season.
The distance via the original location (red line) between Saddleback and the green circle, south
of Spaulding Mt., is about 13 miles. The distance via the broken blue line is 17 miles. If we are
going to relocate the trail, let’s make a complete job of it and put it on the green line as
designated, a distance of 9 miles, leaving the Mt. Abram fire tower on a side trail one and onehalf miles long.
The only merit that the original location had, via Barnjum and Perham Junction, was that it
touched a passable highway for automobiles and one or two farms. Otherwise, if we adopt the
more direct location, from Bigelow Station over Sugar Loaf and Saddleback to Long Pond, you
will have a wilderness trail at least 30 miles long, where the inexperienced hiker, who may not
have too much endurance, will find himself completely removed from a base of supplies.
The section of the trail from the saddle, between Spaulding and Mt. Abram, lies down over a
ridge through hardwood growth where it would be very easy going. There are one or two old
camps in the vicinity of Redington Pond that hikers could probably occupy without any objection.
The trail over Poplar Ridge on Saddleback would be quite steep.
Anyway, I hear rumors to the effect that the Rangeley Camp may be discontinued this spring. If
this is so, we will have to depend upon other agencies to get this trail through.
{Copy Helon Taylor, Ray Viles, Sewall}
January 26, 1936. Charles T. Russ, Colby Outing Club, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I haven’t meant to allow so much passage of time to elapse before answering your last letter. We
appreciate all the material you sent us concerning the Appalachian Trail. It is our hope that we
may be of some very real service to you and the Conference in making the Maine section of that
trail a very real piece of work. We are whole heartedly in back of the trail.
At your suggestion we have contacted the Bates Outing Club and Mr. Bailey. He has been of
very great help in getting things under way here. I imagine he has explained to you our plan for
getting the four Maine Outing Clubs to cooperate together to put this thing across. We are
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holding a meeting of representatives of each organization here at Colby sometime soon. I wish
you could arrange to attend and perhaps show us some of the lantern slides and motion picture
slides you have on the long trail. I am sure we would be very interested in seeing them.
You mentioned the fact that a new edition of the Guidebook to the Trail in Maine is being
prepared. I want to secure a copy of that as soon as it is available. I trust you will inform me as
soon as this is ready for sale.
It is my hope to be able to cover the entire section of the Maine trail sometime this spring with
our group. I have already been over a good section of the New England section and it is my hope
to complete it by covering the Maine section. Back in 1932 I followed it to the Vermont line
from Hartford, Conn., (we struck the trail at Bear Mountain). We took the Green Mountain trail
from there to Burlington. In 1934 I covered the White Mountain section from Mount Speck to
Killington in Vermont. Just that little contact has fired in me a desire to help complete the last
bit, here in this state.
{Copy Bailey, Greene, Sewall}
January 27, 1936. Myron Avery to H. E. Dunnack, State Librarian, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Dunnack:
You have been extremely helpful in the past in our efforts to publicize the recreational features
of Maine through the purchase of our various publications. You may recall that you ordered 25
copies of the first edition of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. We will
issue, around the middle of February, the second edition, comprising 250 pages and 8 maps,
which we believed to be a very material contribution to the state. The financing of such a
publication--on a shoestring--is a very real problem to us. I am counting on your continued
assistance and 1 hope that you will be able to repeat what you did previously, namely, the
purchase of 25 copies. You may recall that you furnished a number of the previous copies to
state officials.
Publicity Director of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Mr. Roy H. Flynt, may call on you in
this connection. We should like to have copies go to the Development Commission as well as the
Governor, Forestry Department, and Commissioner of Inland Fisheries & Game.
cc: Flynt
{Prospectus sent}
January 27, 1936. Myron Avery to Professor E. L. Heermance
Dear Professor Heermance:
I am writing in connection with the arrangement made whereby the New England Trail
Conference purchased 50 copies of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. The
book will be mailed out around the 13th or 14th of February; it comprises 250 pages and 8 maps
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and, as you perhaps know, is being sold at $1.00. The financing of this book is a problem and we
are called upon to make a substantial payment, namely §225.00, at the time of delivery. In
arranging the financing of the Guidebook, I counted on the $50.00 from sales to the New
England Trail Conference, and it would be a great convenience to me to have this as soon as
possible. Can you have the Treasurer mail me a check upon receipt of the books by you? I will
advance this amount to the printer pending its receipt.
January 28, 1936. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery [on MATC stationery]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Pipe the new stationery. Some class I should say. It came yesterday so here goes a letter to you
which I guess is long over due.
Thanks very much for the moose book which I received Christmas O.K. I enjoyed it very much.
I guess the measuring wheel is still at Rangeley CCC Camp. Unless they sent it to you, I have
not seen it since I took it over there last fall.
I did not get the Pierce Pond to Carrying Place Trail measured. I talked with Ray Savage and he
told me that they got it finished from Pierce Pond to the top of Round Top Mt. and from the
Ledge House to the base of Round Top on the west side. That leaves about a mile there
unfinished. They did not get anything done on Little Bigelow at all. I would suggest that as long
as we have a through trail the other way we leave that part alone and concentrate on the
Sugarloaf to Saddleback section unless the Rangeley C.C.C. plan to take it over.
I have the promise of some valuable help next summer. Frank Phillips has been promoted to
Chief Warden and transferred to Somerset County and Earland S. Winter of Kingfield, Me. is
taking his place. Mr. Winter seems to be much interested and I think he and I can put a rough
trail through in short order next spring. Mr. Fred. L. Hutchins has promised to do all the painting
for this section. May I suggest these two as members of our Maine Club. Frank Phillips and
Viles Wing got their membership cards O.K. I mentioned Mr. Hutchins before but he has not
received his card as yet. He is going to give us a write up in the Franklin Journal. I will send
you a copy. Mr. Hutchins’ address is Stratton, Me.
The Bigelow crew C.C.C. got as far on the blue side trail as Cranberry Peak Pond. It is painted
all the way to the main trail at Horns Pond.
I had a very busy hunting season this year and did not get much time for trail work. Hope you
may find time to go over some of our work next summer. I have had many complements on the
Bigelow Village to Sugarloaf trail. The C.C.C. has not improved that yet either.
We have four feet of snow here in Eustis and anywhere from five to eight in the mountains. The
snowshoing is rather hard. Our job now is to estimate the number of deer in the yards and to cut
cedar for them where there are too many in a yard.
Well I guess that is all the dope for now. Hope to have good reports to make about next June.
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January 28, 1936. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs.
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
I am very much interested in your letter of January 24th, with respect to the location of the trail
between Sugarloaf and Saddleback. I am glad to know that you have been thinking about this
matter. I know so little of this region that I am hardly qualified to express any opinions.
However, from what I saw from the summit of Saddleback I very much approve of your plan to
have the trail extend the whole length of the Saddleback ridge and go over The Horn, Saddleback
Jr. and Poplar Ridge. Also it seems to me there is very considerable merit in your suggestion that
from Bigelow Village to Me. Highway 4, the section of the trail should be advertised as a
complete wilderness with no available accommodations, where camping must be resorted to.
The dirt road from Barnjum to Perham Junction was, of course, a disadvantage and its only merit
was the existence of accommodations on the road. It seems to me that the offset along Orbeton
Stream, where the railroad ties may still be in place, would not, as a general thing, be a
particularly desirable section to walk; if the ties have been taken out, there are still difficulties.
Abraham is an outstanding feature and we find that even if the side trails are short, there is a
tendency to pass them up. For this reason, I would suggest the possibility of continuing to
Abraham and then perhaps bringing the route south of Lone Mountain back to the spot where
your “green line” crossed Orbeton Stream, just below the outlet of Redington Pond. This
suggestion, of course, may not be at all practicable, but it would avoid the elimination of Mt.
Abraham. Otherwise, I think your “green route is preferable, as well as more direct.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Viles and Mr. Taylor and I presume that you will discuss
the matter with them as plans develop.
We shall do all we can down here to continue the Rangeley Camp, through urging the
importance of the work it can do. It would be a calamity to us if we were to lose that camp.
I understand from your letter that you have included the 7 lean-tos built by the C.C.C. as public
campsites in the Forestry Department publication when the next issue appears and that, in the
spring, you will arrange to have the signs put up.
Mr. Flynt has made excellent progress, I think, in the way of trying to get out the illustrated
booklet on the Trail.
The Guidebook should be in the mail by the middle of February.
CC: J. W. Sewall, Helon Taylor, Ray Viles (Supt. C.C.C. Camp, Rangeley)
January 28, 1936. Charles Morse, Chairman, A.M.C. Guide Book Committee, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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Thank you for your letter of the 24th. I shall greatly appreciate having a copy of your
forthcoming “Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine”. Certainly Katahdin ought to be wellcovered with your information and the A.M.C. Katahdin Guide. I had also thought a little about
having a brief discussion of the mountain in the 1936 edition of the regular Guide!
I have spoken to Marland Billings, the present Councillor of Topography, about your suggestion
for specific indication of the Appalachian Trail on our maps. I understand that Mr. Comey has
also been in touch with him on the matter. No doubt the Department will be able to arrange for
such designation.
Of course, we are anxious to keep our maps as legible as possible. Some of them seem rather
cluttered-up at present, and a bit difficult for the average reader to follow. Would you have any
objection to the use of your A-T design on the maps? The symbol seems to be well known
among hikers generally.
I shall be glad to take care of necessary revisions in the text of the chapter on the Appalachian
Trail. I would be glad to have an authorized statement from the Conference which I might follow,
bearing in mind the limitations of space with which we have to contend.
January 28, 1936. Myron Avery to Campbell Fairbanks Expositions, Inc., Boston
Dear Mr. Rau:
Enclosed is carbon of a letter which unfortunately is misdirected. It may be that the original has
already reached you. The same mistake as made in connection with the burlap package of tools,
sent express collect, to Mechanics Building, and another small package containing paint cans for
exhibition purposes. I presume, however, that since it was directed to the Mechanics Building,
there was no difficulty on this score. I regret my mistake in this connection.
While at Boston, you told me that you furnished a sign for each exhibit. The sign in this
connection should be “Maine Appalachian Trail Club" and Mr. Gower will arrange to obtain it
from you.
cc: Gower
January 29, 1936. F. E. Cousins, City Editor, Portland Press Herald, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I received your submission of photographs, and I am returning immediately those which I find
are unsuitable to our purposes. Unfortunately, the 2 ½” x 1 ½” pictures are too small for us to
reproduce successfully.
I am fairly well stocked with Maine views at present, but shall start working these in as soon as I
need them, and will forward a check when I make up the cuts, possibly some time in the Spring.
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I find the collection of pictures exceptionally good and I am always glad to have you submit
scenes.
January 29, 1936. Myron Avery to F. F. Schuetz
Dear Schuetz:
1 shall have a rush of work along toward the end of the month and I am attending to a good
many incidental things now. Just before I leave for Florida, we expect to have the Maine Guidebook delivered. As you will recall, there is the A.T. Conference funds of $21.00 earmarked for
maps to be used in this publication. This has been held over for some time. Under the terms of
our financing the total cost of the book is $400.00--we have to pay $225.00 on delivery. The $21
will help materially in meeting this and I would appreciate your forwarding a cheek for this
amount to Miss Kempt, the same as you did for the sales of the Guidebook. Just before the book
comes out, she will send you another accounting so that we can have the money from the later
sales to apply to this. It is unnecessary for me to say that this financing is, of course, outside of
the Trail Conference with the exception of the turning over of the proceeds of sales to apply to
the bill. Incidentally, this outside financing bears the cost of supplying the books to Class “D”
members of the Trail Conference.
When the state of finances permit, you might forward to Miss Kempt, check for $10.00, which
can be used to defray the postage of sending out the guidebook. The budget contains an item for
purchase of folders, etc. for the Guide. When this is done, I think our expenditures will cease for
some time.
1 expect to be in New York a good deal during March.
January 29, 1936. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
I have not heard from you since I made my trip into the Rangeley section and I am wondering if
something had happened. I presumed, however, that since there was no activity during the winter,
there was nothing to write about, and it was for this reason that you had not heard from me.
I sent you a book which I thought would be of interest to you. You will note that in the last issue
of IN THE MAINE WOODS, we used a number of the photographs which Mr. Merrill used.
I am enclosing copy of an interesting letter which I received from Mr. Stubbs and my reply
thereto.
When you get time, let me hear from you and tell me how things have been going on in that
country. You know that I hope some time to take advantage of your offer to go to Kibby
Mountain with you.
You will have some of the stationery of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club in the near future, and
the Guidebook will be sent to you as soon as it is out.
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January 30, 1936. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
My dear Avery:
Have just called Mr. Dunnack who isn't sure that he can purchase the guide books this year but
has promised to do this if his appropriations will allow.
Your letterheads had already been forwarded, early this week, and I trust you have received them
before this.
I notice that you are leaving the 14th of February and I will take steps at once to work up the
short newspaper releases. Have been tied up this week at the house with a cold, but can get onto
this work early next week.
The Maine Development Commission held a meeting but the press of other matters prevented
their taking up the descriptive booklet matter. Mr. Greaton promised to take this up with the
Board next week. I left him a copy of Mr. Houghton's letter to be read to the Board.
Assuring you of my continued interest in A.T. matter,
January 30, 1936. Myron Avery to Robert C. Fechner, Director, Civilian Conservation
Corps
Dear Mr. Fechner:
You may recall that, for 1935, work on the Appalachian Trail in the state of Maine--both in the
way of improving the existing trail of 175 miles and the completion of the unfinished portion of
approximately 85 miles--was authorized for the Millinocket, Greenville, Flagstaff and Rangeley
C.C.C. Camps. You may also recall that Major William A. Welch discussed this matter with you
prior to its authorization as a C.C.C. project.
I want to tell you--and I wish that I might do so in person rather than by letter--of the very
splendid results which have been accomplished in Maine. The trail work was admirably done.
The trail was cleared to a width of about five feet, all logs and bushes being removed, the
necessary bridges built, and seven lean-tos constructed. The wilderness character of the trail has
been maintained throughout and the work is of a type as to which there can be no legitimate
criticism. We have summarized the results of the C.C.C. work in Maine in two publications,
which were sent to all of the members of the Appalachian Trail Conference. These are the letter
Reports, dated October 1, 1935 and January 15, 1935, enclosed.
My observations grow out of on inspection of practically all the completed trail in Maine; the
sections which I did not cover were reported on by other members of the Board of the
Appalachian Trail Conference. From each camp, a trail crew of fifteen boys was sent out under a
very capable and experienced foreman. The attitude of the trail crews toward this project was
extremely pleasing. They considered themselves as a picked group and took a great deal of pride
in their work. This attitude indicates the results.
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As an illustration of the appreciation of the thoroughly fine job in Maine, I only need to refer to
one instance. At the Penobscot East Branch, there was a very difficult situation in crossing the
river, in that a guide and canoe had to be obtained from a sporting camp 5 miles away. C.C.C.
Forester James W. Sewall had induced the Governor and Council of Maine to purchase cable for
a foot bridge here. He found, however, that he did not have available any person experienced in
putting up cable bridges. He asked if the Trail Conference would be able to help in this respect.
When the fourteen people from Washington, whom I took over the Trail in Maine last summer,
learned of Mr. Sewall's requirements in this connection, by contributions they raised over-night
the amount required for this purpose, and felt pleased to have had an opportunity to express their
appreciation in such a tangible form.
There now remain uncompleted two sections, of about 20 miles each, of the Trail in Maine, of
very difficult construction. These are the only uncompleted portions of the entire 2060-mile
Appalachian Trail. Normally, they would be attended to by the Rangeley C.C.C. Camp. There
also remain 40 miles of the existing trail to be worked over. This is within the territory of the
Greenville Camp. The removal of the Millinocket and Flagstaff Camps has deprived the project
of the benefit of two units which had assisted materially. The continuance of the Greenville and
Rangeley Camps is vital to the completion of the project, and we hope that, even with the
contemplated reduction in C.C.C. camps, that those two camps will be retained to complete this
outstanding recreational project. A 250-page Guidebook, with 8 maps, is being issued for the
Trail in Maine.
We have written a number of articles complimenting the admirable work done in Maine. The
Trail Conference and representatives of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club have been in constant
contact with the work and have cooperated in every way possible to procure a uniform and
satisfactory system of marking. As the trail was re-marked throughout by the C.C.C., this has
been particularly important. Much credit for the results obtained in Maine, of course, is due
C.C.C. Forester James W. Sewall, who originally recommended the project and has supervised
the work with great care.
1 appreciate that, these days, there are many criticisms leveled at the type of C.C.C. work in
parks and complaints that it is over-elaborate and too artificial, and, for this reason, I am
particularly pleased to have the opportunity to bring to your attention the most excellent work in
the state of Maine. The Trail Conference, at its formal meeting in July, 1935, expressed to you,
by resolution, its appreciation of your assistance in connection with the work authorized in
Maine, and we again renew our assurances in this respect.
M. H. Avery
Chairman, Board of Managers
Appalachian Trail Conference
cc: Major Welch, Sewall, Green, Tillotson, Seavey, Greaton, Sawyer
January 31, 1936. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Flynt:
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The stationery duly arrived last evening. The package, however, was in a very badly damaged
condition. The Postoffice here noted this fact on the wrapper, which I am enclosing, as it was an
insured package. The letterheads were quite alright, although the package was broken open, but
50 of the envelopes were so badly soiled that they could not be used. I have no way of telling
how many might be lost.
Apart from this, we consider it a very fine piece of work and are greatly pleased with it. I
presume the bill for the Club's share will go to Schairer in due course and that I will hear from
you shortly with respect to a release in connection with the Guidebook. We need to sell about 75
copies during the 2 months after publication, in order to meet our obligations.
January, 1936. Mailing list for distribution of Guide to Appalachian Trail in Maine.
[Not transcribed here because it was revised on 2/26/36]
February 1, 1936. List of Tracings
Buck tracing of Katahdin region.
A.T. tracing (blueprint).
Katahdin to Me. Highway 4.
Me. Highway 4 to Maine-New Hampshire Line.
Katahdin to East Branch.
Chairback-Barren Region (3 tracings; 2 of contours).
Bodfish Siding to Moxie Lake.
Gulf Hagas
Allagash Lakes—Parrott Tracing.
P.A.T.C. Guidebook Map.
Southern Appalachian Guidebook (2).
{In map roll 2/1/36}
February 3, 1936. Myron Avery to C. S. Hammond & Co., Brooklyn, N.Y.
Gentlemen:
Please refer to your order No. 4505 of October 25, 1936, for 5 copies of GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, at 50 cents each, less 20 percent. This publication has
been exhausted and has been replaced by a second edition, of 260 pages, with 8 maps, the
prospectus for which is enclosed. This book will appear in the last part of February. For this
reason, your order has not been filled. As the cost of the second edition is $1.00, we are taking
the matter up with you to ascertain whether or not you wish this order to stand. Because the book
is being sold practically at cost, we are unable to allow any larger discount than 20%.
February 3, 1936. Myron Avery to Harvard College Library
Gentlemen:
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Enclosed is prospectus for the Second Edition of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE, and list of Publications of the Appalachian Trail Conference.
We are sending you this list to ascertain whether the Library would be interested in ordering any
of these publications.
February 3, 1936. Myron Avery to Charles E. Lauriat, Booksellers, Boston
Dear Sir:
Enclosed is copy of prospectus for the Second Edition of the 250-page GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, which will be issued in late February. As the book is
being issued practically at cost, we are unable to allow the booksellers any greater discount than
20 percent. I am sending you this prospectus to ascertain if you would care to place any orders
for this publication.
{Same letter Goodspeeds}
February 3, 1936. Myron Avery to A. J. Huston, Bookseller, Portland, Maine
Dear Mr. Huston:
You may recall that, from time to time, you have assisted us in the purchase of Guidebooks to
the Appalachian Trail in Maine. We are now issuing a 250-page Guidebook, with 8 maps,
described in the enclosed prospectus. As the publication is being sold exactly at cost, we are not
in a position to allow more than a 20 percent discount on any orders which you would care to
place. We lose money at that. If you are interested, please let me know, at the address given
below.
February 3, 1936. Myron Avery to Charles W. Morse, Chairman, A.M.C. Guidebook
Committee, Boston
Dear Mr. Morse:
Thank you for your very cordial letter of January 28th. Shall we send the Maine Guidebook to
the address at which I wrote you on the 24th of January?
I am forwarding a booklet on Katahdin which I wrote some time ago for the Development
Commission, which may be of interest to you. As soon as possible, the Trail Conference will
issue an annotated Bibliography on Katahdin, parts of which have appeared in Appalachia.
It seems to me that the use of the A.T. symbol to indicate the through trail is a very excellent
suggestion. It can be used more frequently and takes up far less space.
I should be very glad to follow out your suggestion to prepare the section on the Appalachian
Trail for the A.M.C. The Appalachian Trail Guide-books contain a short statement of the project
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and I thought It might advance matters if I enclosed a portion of the section used in the Maine
Guide which will enable you to indicate what you would want used, the amount of the material
and the extent to which I can paraphrase this chapter.
February 3, 1936. Myron Avery to Charles T. Russ, President, Colby Outing Club
Dear Mr. Russ:
I am very pleased to have your letter of January 26th and to note the interest of the Colby
College.
I am enclosing a prospectus of the second edition of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
IN MAINE, which will he issued in late February.
You have already acquired an extensive familiarity with the trail and we are very much
encouraged to note the response at Colby. Mr. Bailey had written me of his very pleasant contact
with you.
When the date of the Maine meeting is determined, I suppose Mr. Bailey will let me know. If at
all possible, I will attend, but it is a very considerable distance. However, I am hoping that my
work may bring me near that region at that time.
cc: Sewall, Greene, Bailey
February 3, 1936. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
We expect to mail out copies of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine about the middle of
February and I am making arrangements accordingly. We are planning to send to you six copies.
I am enclosing a copy of the list of the complimentary copies, as I thought it would be
advantageous to have you check this over. We have made a rather wide distribution but thought
that the sending of the copies would be a good investment with the camp owners and the people
who had helped us in the project. You will note that we have sent a copy to Mr. Fechner (in
connection with my letter of January 30th), to Mr. Tillotson, Mr. Hoar at Amherst, Ray Viles,
and MacNeal. I did not send a copy to the Superintendent of the Greenville Camp, as I was not
sure of his exact name, but I presume you will take care of that.
I am enclosing a self-explanatory copy of a letter to Mr. Flynt in this connection.
February 3, 1936. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Mr. Flynt:
Enclosed is a self-explanatory copy of letter to Mr. Sewall. We are sending a copy of the Guide
to the Appalachian Trail In Maine to Mr. Stubbs but none to the new Forest Commissioner, the
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Governor, Mr. Stoble, or Mr. Baxter, or any members of the Development Commission. I feel
that if you are disposed to do so, the presentation of the copies to these people could be most
effectively done in person. If you will let us know what you think advisable in this connection,
we will forward the necessary number of copies.
I am enclosing a carbon of the letter which is being sent out under Mr. Greene’s signature to the
people to whom the complimentary copies have gone.
If you will let us know definitely what you think advisable under these conditions, we can send
the copies to you when we mail out the others.
February 3, 1936. Myron Avery to Mrs. Joseph T. Hazard, Seattle, Washington
Dear Mrs. Hazard:
You may recall that some time ago you were kind enough to review favorably some of the Trail
Conference publications. Due to the exchange of Bulletins with the Mountaineers, we have had
the pleasure of reading your annual and monthly Bulletins which have been so interestingly
edited by you.
In return for the courtesies which have been shown to us in this connection, we are forwarding a
copy of the second edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail Maine. The contents of this
publication are summarized in the enclosed prospectus.
Some time ago, after the appearance of Snow Sentinals of the Northwest. I had a rather
interesting correspondence with Mr. Hazard, in which he told me that he expected to issue
another book on his travels over the Cascade section of the Trail. I am looking forward to this,
counting on seeing a notice in the Mountaineers when it appears.
February 6, 1936. Myron Avery to W. R. Williamson, Hartford, Connecticut
Dear Bill:
We are turning to you for help. The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has an exhibit at the Boston
Sportsmens Shows. The promoters of this enterprise, the Campbell-Strong Expositions, Inc.,
Park Square Building (Mr. Rau) moves the exhibits with the Show. The show comes to Hartford
the week of February 15th to 22nd and moves to New York on March 1st.
We assembled here an exhibit for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and sent it to Boston and
Ronald Gower and his friends put it up for us. It probably would come alright to Hartford and be
reassembled, but we think it most necessary to have someone check the exhibit and see that it is
in order, and let us know of any missing material. I am enclosing a very exact diagram, which
shows exactly the material available and just where everything goes. This makes the whole
situation very plain. The list of tools which should accompany the exhibit are as follows:
Woodsman’s Pal
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Hudson’s Bay Ax (small)
Hudson’s Bay Ax (large)
2 Pruning shears
Bush Hook (No. 7)
Lively Lad Weeder
2 Paint Scrapers
Paint container-brush
A.T. Markers and nails
Kelly Weeder (No. 7)
Me. Forestry Ax (No. 10)
Wayne Weeder (No. 32)
There is no measuring wheel. The Guidebook is a dummy, as the book has not been finally
printed.
What we would like to ask is for you and perhaps Bill Burling and Roger to make arrangements
to go to the place where the materiel is to be exhibited and to see if everything is in order and put
up in keeping with the diagram. I will be in the south for ten days after February 12th. If there is
anything missing, if you will write to K. S. Boardman, Securities and Exchange Commission,
Washington, the material will be forwarded to you for replacement. Of course, if it happens to be
a tool that is gone, it would hardly be worthwhile to wrap up another one.
We have a very heavy printer’s bill to meet in connection with the Maine Guidebook and we are
counting on the exhibit to stimulate sales. 1 will send to you, under separate cover, a package of
the prospectus to the Guidebooks, which can be judicially laid out for people to take, together
with some lists of the A. T. Publications.
I hope that this matter of keeping an eye on the exhibit will not prove to be too burdensome a
request. When it leaves Hartford and goes to New York, Walter Greene will look after the matter
for us there. The Exposition people assemble it. If there is anything which should be replaced by
reason of wear, etc., before it goes to New York, you can let us know, and we can forward the
material to Greene.
I am enclosing a couple extra carbons of this letter, which you will perhaps send to Bill and
Roger. I am also sending a copy to Mr. Boardman, so that he will be fully advised.
If you can help us out in this connection, we shall be very grateful.
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cc: Boardman, Greene
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February 6, 1936. Myron Avery to Capital Offset Printers, Attn: Mr. Thoeing
Gentlemen:
Confirming our conversation, we understand that, in addition to the 500 copies of the Maine
Guidebook ordered by us, you will print up and hold, unbound, enough pages and maps, so that,
if we find that we are able to do so, we will order from you 100 additional copies, for which you
have quoted us a rate of $49.00 per hundred. We fully expect to be able to place this order with
you but do not wish to obligate ourselves in this connection at the present time.
We also confirm your oral quotation of $129.00 per 100 copies for a reprint of this publication,
plus $49.00 for each additional 100. It is understood that, in keeping with previous
correspondence, you are holding either the plates or the negatives.
February 7, 1936. Walter Greene to Roy Flynt. [Typed copy]
Dear Mr. Flynt:
I receive carbons etc, of all things pertaining to the trail. This has been an interesting winter in
the way of varied developments. Right here I wish to say that one of the best breaks we have had
is the keen and competent interest you have taken, and the great value to us of all you have done.
As it is impossible for Avery and myself to be in the state a good part of the year, we needed
greatly someone so situated to help out and advance things. Together with Mr. Sewall and Mr.
Sawyer you are all heartening additions in sustaining and putting thru this big project so
beneficial to the State. Avery and myself have had a heavy load to carry since its inception and
the means were limited. You may realize how sincerely grateful we are for the help you are
giving us. You are acquainted with the situation as to the Development Commission. To us it is
incomprehensible. I have had a busy winter. I returned from Maine the middle of Oct. and in ten
days time was shunted into Virginia, and returned to New York just before Xmas. Since then I
have been busy at my profession, and hope to be until early June when I will return to Maine.
I am writing you primarily as to Attwood and his guide-book idea. This chap interests me. I like
the tone of his letters, and his sticking to his guns. Evidently he is a fine type of out-door man. I
hope we can interest him in the trail. If so he would no doubt find it an enjoyable hobby, as it fits
in with his out-door life and he has seen--I gather; but a small portion of it. I wish he could travel
more of it, see its beauty, and realize what it means. It is such men we need to help things along.
His idea of a guide-book of the mountains of the state is a splendid one, and his willingness to
put It thru personally is no doubt typical. It is something the state needs greatly, for it has been so
lax in publicizing its scenic attractions. That was the subject of a long article I wrote last spring.
It was published generally in all the Maine papers. Now no one but an old "courier’-du-bois” like
myself possibly knows what he is up against. Thru many years I’ve gained an extensive
knowledge of the wildest parts of the state. I know there’s a general lack of knowledge as to
specific trails and approaches. Even the native often has little definite knowledge of the
unfrequented portions, and their information is not always dependable. Men again try to get them
to put it on paper. Naturally all guide-book data should be well authenticated and exact. I’ve
known in my time of serious situations arising from city people penetrating the wilderness
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without a guide. The magnificent mountains ringing the Wissatoqoick Valley, north of
Katahdin,- these are little known. The Traveler with it several peaks I consider one of the most
interesting mountains in the state. There are no trails. Avery has covered this mountain, written
of it. I have crossed it from the East Branch to Trout Brook farm.
Like ourselves I feel sure Mr. Attwood has the welfare of the state to heart. It seems a sensible
idea under the existing circumstances to use the new Appalachian guide book as a base. It covers
specifically such a large extent of the state. It would seem practical to combine a mountain guide
with it. Each year a revision could take in the information as it is gathered. Where the mountains
border the auto roads it is an easy task, but between Katahdin and the Aroostook River there is a
vast wild country, and north of the Aroostook there are many interesting peaks altho they begin
to decrease in height from there to the border. From my personal knowledge, it seems obvious to
me, it will take considerable time and some financing to obtain exact information as to this vast
unsettled tract. The knowledge of country not touched by the trail that Avery and myself possess
could be utilized. I have a friend in Dover-Foxcroft, Dr. Whittridge, dentist, who has been
climbing mountains all over the state for years. I’m sure he has much useful knowledge. No
reason why it can’t be done. These of course are facts for Mt. Attwood to weigh and consider. It
is for him to decide. The factor to us is that it would be mutually advantageous. If he thinks it
better to go it alone, I’m sure Avery and myself will give him all the aid we can; and cheerfully.
Both projects benefit the state. That’s that.
Our main anxiety now is the C.C.C. set-up for next summer. We have done all possible at the
Washington end. Many camps thru-out the nation will be eliminated. What camps are kept
depends a good deal on the authorities in Maine. Disregarding the trail, the Greeneville and
Rangeley Camps are necessary. The quickness with which the boys can get on the spot in case
of forest-fires makes them particularly valuable. They are the centers of wide forest territories.
They have valuable road projects. If they go the trail will suffer. We have kept in touch with Mr.
Sewall, no doubt he will do everything possible. If it should be in your power to help, I know
you will, and any developments in regard to this you may hear of, I am sure you will advise us of.
I read Mr. Houghton’s reply to your letter, and have forwarded it to Mr. Sewall. It was too
much to expect, I suppose, that the B. & A. would finance the “silver aisle” fully. Their offer of
part, opens the way to approach the other two railroads. Avery has tremendous tenacity. I feel
sure he will eventually put it thru-some-way. It’s a difficult task to raise that much money, and
the attitude of the Development Comm. has been a great handicap from the start. Unfortunate it
could not have been issued in time for the trail exhibit at the Sportsmen’s Show in Boston,
Hartford and New York. Also for the spring. The trail is growing so in importance, I feel that
the commission will eventually have to recognize it. The handicap is that no one officially
connected has made an effort to see and report what they have. I don’t think they realize. At any
rate your interest and assistance has been invaluable. I only hope we can make you understand
how sincerely grateful we are for it.
I have had word from Boston that the sportsmen’s show was splendid, and that our exhibit was
very good and attracted a good deal of attention. It sure is fine publicity both for the trail and the
state. It now moves to Hartford, and I will have charge of it in New York at the end of the month.
I suppose the Maine State Exhibit will be there. We have to see the Appalachian bridge across
the West Branch completed in the spring. Mr. Sewall did a fine piece of work in putting this thru.
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They have hauled in the material this winter on the snow. This bridge owing to its construction,
(it is a wire suspension 207 foot span) also its location ought to be a good subject for publicity. I
originally conceived the idea for it in ’33, and took it up with Avery, but it looked hopeless at the
time, the expense was so great. It was Mr. Sewall’s effort that obtained a grant of $1500.00 from
the Governor. My thot at the time was its general necessity, outside of the trail. There is no way
to cross the river from Ripogenus dam for many miles. This will take the place of the old dam,
which was blown out by the great northern. That was used constantly by wardens, woodsmen,
lumbermen and many sports, who journeyed down the river from Rip dam, and up Sourdehunt
stream to climb Katahdin. The bridge will take its place, and be invaluable in case of fire, also
for the lumbering companies to get supplies across. Well I’ve wandered on, must close. Hope
all this doesn’t bore you. I am going to make an effort to see you next summer. We ought to
meet. Would like to see that camp of yours. If you get down my way, would be glad to put you
up if I’m there. So try to let me know. All my best to you.
Let Attwood read this, if you wish.
{Marginal note by Flynt, April 27, 1936: “My dear Avery. Found Walter Green’s letter awaiting
my return from Florida. Have copied same and forwarded to Sawyer and Attwood. Am all set
now to help on any publicity for Maine App. Club. Sorry the M.D.C. failed to come through.
Hope M.C.R.R. may do something.”}
February 8, 1936. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of the 3rd inst. and I will distribute the six copies of the Guide when they come.
I have looked your list over and it seems to me a good one and agree with you that it is a good
idea to send it out. I also return the Houghton correspondence and your letter from Mr. Tillotson.
I do not know what to advise about holding the camps. I do think that if we lose the Rangeley
camp, as seems very probable, it may be difficult to complete the trail, but I shall try to get
permission to put a crew in from one of the other camps. Of course this has to be obtained from
the Forest Service office at Amherst and also from the Army authorities, and it makes things
complicated. If we lose the Patten camp we will be left with three bridges undone; one vehicle
bridge over the East Branch of Penobscot, 100 ft. long and with the steel I beams all on the
ground: the cable bridge across the West Branch, which you know of; and also a foot bridge to
go across the East Branch at Whetstone Falls. How we shall complete these I do not know, but
again I should try to get set up some side camp from one of the other camps.
It is all so uncertain that it is hard to plan ahead. I suppose that you might go in person to Mr.
Fechner and talk with him about these matters, without quoting me, but whether that will do any
good or not I cannot say. Mr. Fechner leaves decision as to priority very distinctly in the states,
and one cannot blame him for doing that. In any event if anything comes up that I think I can
help on I will do it, or will get in touch with you.
February 12, 1936. Myron Avery to Victor Tool Company, Reading, Pa.
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Gentlemen:
You will recall that, in recognition of the publicity which we have given to your tools, that you
sent to us, for demonstration purposes, one of your Woodsman’s Pals.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has an exhibit at the Sportsmen's Show in Boston, New York
and Hartford. We regret to say that the Woodsman’s Pal was stolen at the Boston Show from our
tool exhibit, and we are wondering if you would be interested in sending another tool for the
exhibits at Hartford and New York, which start next week.
The tool could bear a label indicating where it is to be obtained.
If you are interested in this, kindly forward the tool to Mr. William Burling, Travelers Insurance
Company, Hartford, Connecticut.
cc: Greene, Burling
February 12, 1936. Myron Avery to George M. Houghton
Dear Mr. Houghton:
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has an exhibit at the Sportsmen’s Shows, featuring the
Guidebooks and maps of the Appalachian Trail in Maine. A part of our exhibit had been the
1933, 1934, and 1935 issues of IN THE MAINE WOODS. These periodicals apparently are
very popular, for they have been stolen from the exhibit and our extra copies are exhausted, so
that we are unable to replace them. I am sure that you will be interested in having this material
at the exhibit and I am writing to ask if you can have copies of these issues sent to the following
people:
Walter D. Greene, 3823 – 212th St., Bayside, Long Island, N.Y.;
Miss Vivian Robb, 1770 Kilbourne Place, N.W., Washington, D.C.;
Mr. William Burling, Travelers Insurance Co., Hartford, Conn.
The Hartford Show commences next week and the New York show the second week after. I
hope that you will find it possible to forward a set of these publications immediately to each of
the above people.
We duly sent to Mr. Hennessy 3 articles for the 1936 issue. I have seen proof of one but have
been unable to learn whether he proposed to use either of the other two.
Mr. Flynt has advised me of your interest in the publication “The Silver Aisle”, on the Trail in
Maine, and I am hoping that your offer of assistance may be the moving wedge in having this
publication issued. We very much appreciate your cooperation.
cc: Miss Robb, Burling, Greene
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February 13, 1936. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Flynt:
1 have your letter of February 7th. There were about 50 envelopes which were soiled so that they
cannot be used.
I am leaving today for Florida and do not expect to be back until the 24th. The Guidebooks
should be finished and mailed out within 2 or 3 days after my return. In the meantime, you will
have an opportunity to answer the inquiries of my past letters and advise me how you wish the
distribution, to which I have referred, handled, and I suppose that the form of news release will
be at hand so that we can issue that. To save time, when it is ready, send it to Miss Jean
Stephenson, The Concord Apartments, 13th and Eye Sts., N.W., Washington, D.C.
February 13, 1936. Myron Avery to Hawkins Building Material Co., Boston
Gentlemen:
Enclosed is my check in the amount of $6.38, representing payment of your Bill No. 20264 to
Mr. E.B. Draper, 160 Chapman Street, Canton, Massachusetts, in payment for 144 feet of celotex.
The two percent discount has been deducted. Will you kindly return the receipted bill to me at
the address given below?
cc: Mr. Draper
Dear Ned: We are very much indebted to you for your cooperation.
February 13, 1936. Myron Avery to Professor Edgar L. Heermance
Dear Professor Heermance:
Thank you very much for your cooperation in forwarding the check for $50. in payment of the
Maine Guides in advance of their receipt by you. This will avoid the necessity of my personally
advancing this amount and we appreciate your thoughtfulness in helping us in this connection.
I am leaving today for 10 days in Florida. The books would have been delivered shortly
thereafter, but, under these circumstances, the mailing will be done just as soon as I return.
I wrote you recently in answer to your inquiry about the exhibit material which apparently I had
overlooked. I have not been advised as to whether or not the exhibitors pay the cost of returning
material but probably the exhibitors have to claim their stuff at New York. In that event, we
would have to arrange to have it expressed to Amherst.
At your convenience, you might advise me to whom it should be sent, so that I can pass this
information on to Mr. Greene, unless you have someone better able to handle this matter at New
York.
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cc: Greene
February 14, 1936. “Assistant Secretary” to Frederick F. Schuetz, New York City
Dear Mr. Schuetz:
Myron Avery has asked me to send to you the remaining receipts we have in hand for the Maine
Guidebook, in order that you may reimburse the Maine Appalachian Trail Club for that amount.
Inclosed, therefore, are checks for $4.00 and money orders for $5.00. However, Mr. Walter
Woodman Wright, who ordered a Katahdin Bibliography last August, wishes to change his order
to the Maine Guide, so that instead of $9.00 the Appalachian Trail Conference owes the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club $10.00.
The Maine Guides are expected very soon, and Mr. Avery is very anxious to have as much
money as possible in hand. We would appreciate it, therefore, if you would return the check for
$10 as soon as convenient.
Many thanks for the checks you have recently sent. I still have some petty cash on hand.
cc: M. H. Avery
February 14, 1936. MAINE GUIDEBOOK SECOND EDITION, ORDERS
Walter Woodman Wright, 9 Dowell Street, Cambridge, Mass. (changed from Katahdin
Bibliography)
Sidney W. Davidson, c/o Carter, Ledyard and Milburn, 2 Wall Street, New York City
S. B. Vinton, Fryeburg, Maine
Mr. George R. Learned, Andover, Maine
Mr. A.R. Graustein, 220 East 42nd St., New York City
Miss Florence Bain, State Village, Skillman, N. J.
Harry L. Merrill, Biddeford, Maine
Raymond H. Torrey, 99-28 193rd St., Hollis, L. I., N. Y.
Ruth McIntire, Mass. State College, Amherst, Mass.
C. Bradford Mitchell, 14 Grant Street, West Bridgewater, Mass.
L. A. Barker, Oakfield, Maine
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R. S. Monahan, 65 Guilford Ave., Laconia, N. H.
February 15, 1936. George M. Houghton to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
In reply to your letter of the 12th inst., would state that copies of the 1933, 1934, and 1935 issues
of ”In the Maine Woods” were sent to the persons named in your letter.
In regard to the three articles which you state were sent to Mr. Hennessy for the 1936 book,
proof of one of which has been sent you, but you have not been able to learn whether he
proposes to use either of the other two. It is my understanding that he did not have room in the
book to use more than the one, proof of which has been sent you.
February 15, 1936. Myron Avery to Robert Moore
Dear Mr. Moore:
I am sending you, with the compliments of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, a copy of the
second edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. I feel very sure that the use of the
two forms of the spelling of Borestone in the text and on the maps cannot be other than entirely
satisfactory to you, and 1 hope that the difficulty in connection with the side trail to Borestone
will be of short duration.
February 15, 1936. Myron Avery to Ernest A. Dench, Hohokus, N.J.
Dear Dench:
We are sending you under separate cover Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, second
edition. The enclosed prospectus may help you in reviewing it. We have four hundred copies to
sell--and a $450 publication bill to meet. We are counting on the boost that the Hiking and
Camping Forum Editor will give this volume to stimulate some of the very necessary sales, or
the Maine Appalachian Trail Club will be bankrupt.
Seriously, all that you can do in this connection will be a very real help.
{Don’t fail to see the M. A. T. exhibit at the Sportsmen’s Show in N. Y. Mar. 1-8.}
February 15, 1936. Myron Avery to Francis P. Farquhar, Editor, The Sierra Club Bulletin
Dear Farquhar:
I am making another instalment payment on my debt to you. It is the second edition of Guide to
the Appalachian Trail in Maine which, when you consider our shoestring financing, is, I think,
our best result to date. How we envy you the facilities for such finished publications as the Guide
to the John Muir Trail!
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You promised me some time ago to make a note of our Trail Conference publications and
Guidebooks. With the spreading interest in the Pacific Crest Trail, why would not some note on
our activities on the Trail project in the east be of interest in the west?
I am still hoping for another western assignment. I have seen just enough of the High Sierra to
know that it must have been that region that the Indian referred to when he was trying to convey
to the missionary what he understood that the missionary must mean by Heaven.
With our very best regards to yourself and Mrs. Farquhar,
February 15, 1936. Myron Avery to Harrie Coe
Dear Mr. Coe:
Under separate cover you will receive the copy of the second edition of Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine which the Publicity Bureau ordered. I hope you will feel when you
examine the book that it is a very worthwhile publication. In view of the fact that, due to the
C.C.C. work, the Trail in Maine is now at its peak, and our very pressing necessity for selling as
many Guidebooks as possible to pay the $450 printers’ bill, we are turning to you for help.
At the Sportsmen's Shows in Boston, New York, and Hartford, the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club had an exhibit built around the Guidebook, with photographs, maps, literature, trail tools,
etc. I remember asking you once before if you would display the Guidebooks for us, but you felt
that there was too great a temptation for people to carry them away. We are willing to assume
this loss and would like to persuade you to let us send a set of maps, guidebook, and some photos
which could be mounted on a piece of beaver board, say 4 x 4, and kept on permanent display.
You can appreciate that this would be of considerable value to us locally, and I know that if it is
at all feasible, we can count on your help. I hope you will approve of my suggestion.
Copy to Walter Greene, Roy Flynt
February 15, 1936. Myron Avery to Will H. Thrall, Editor, Trails Magazine, Los Angeles,
California
Dear Mr. Thrall:
I as sending you under separate cover the latest of our Trail Conference publications, the second
edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. The prospectus describes the contents of the
book. I hope you will have an opportunity to mention it in Trails Magazine where it may attract
the attention of some former residents of the State who have not become completely forgetful,
due to the attractions of the High Sierra country. I am glad to have an opportunity to forward this
as a token of my appreciation of your courtesy in sending copies of Trails Magazine which I
assure you are very well distributed.
I am still hoping to have the opportunity of another trip to the West Coast.
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February 15, 1936. Myron Avery to Clinton C. Clarke, Chairman, Executive Committee,
Pacific Crest Trail Conference, Pasadena, California
Dear Mr. Clarke:
I am forwarding to you, under separate cover, a copy of the second edition of Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine, the latest in the series of Trail Conference Publications. The
enclosed prospectus describes the subject matter of the volume and if you have an opportunity to
give this book any publicity, it will be of considerable help.
I am glad to be able to forward this in return for the Bulletins on the Pacific Crest Trail which I
have distributed to very good advantage.
You are on our Trail Conference mailing list and receive the reports showing our activities here.
I hope you will not forget to keep me fully informed of developments in the west.
February 15, 1936. J. F. Schairer, Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to Miss
Adelaide Meserve, Executive Secretary, Appalachian Mountain Club
(Draft of letter to be sent to The Editor, Long Trail News, Green Mountain Club, Rutland,
Vermont; Carlos C. Campbell, Secretary, Smoky Mountains Hiking Club, Box 822, Knoxville,
Tenn.; Marcus C. Book, Chairman, Trails Committee, Carolina Mountain Club, 101 Cherry
Street, Asheville, North Carolina; Miss Maude H. Sewall, Corresponding Secretary, Georgia
Appalachian Trail Club, 1156 Rosedale Avenue, Atlanta, Georgia; Martin T. Kilpatrick, 4501
Larchwood Avenue, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Fred M. Davis, President, Natural Bridge A.T.,
209 Ninth St., Lynchburg, Va.)
My dear Miss Meserve:
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has just issued, under the auspices of the Appalachian Trail
Conference, the second edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. By reason of the
C.C.C. work, the Trail in Maine will undoubtedly be at its best for the next two or three years
and we are extremely anxious to attract as many hikers into the region as possible. In addition,
we have a decidedly heavy burden in financing this Guidebook, as I am sure you will appreciate
on reviewing it.
To help in this project, we are asking if you will insert in your Bulletin the following notice in
connection with the Guidebook:
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. The Appalachian Trail Conference has
issued the second edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, in the series of
Guidebooks to the entire Appalachian Trail. The new volume comprises 254 pages, furnishing
detailed trail directions for the completed 224 miles of Appalachian Trail in Maine, extending
from Katahdin to Mt. Sugarloaf; Saddleback Mountain to Me. Highway 4, and Grafton Notch to
the Maine-New Hampshire Line. There is a generalized description of the roughly blazed route
for the two uncompleted twenty-mile sections. Seven large scale maps, comprising
inches,
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accompany the book. Two of these maps are two-color contour maps; this series covers a
locality for which hitherto no maps had been available. A Foreword, generalized narrative of the
route of the Trail in Maine, a detailed chapter on Katahdin, the approaches to the Trail, costs,
accommodations, a chapter on the geology on the Trail route, and an exhaustive index complete
the publication. The volume may be obtained, postpaid, at a cost of $1.00 from the Appalachian
Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.; descriptive circular may be had
upon request.
February 15, 1936. J. F. Schairer, Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to Raymond
R. Goodlatte, Warwick, New York
(Draft of letter on A.T. to be sent to the following: Kathryn Fulkerson, 1025 15th Street,
Washington, D.C.; Harry L. Lewis, 640 West 153rd Street, New York City; Mr. Arthur C.
Comey, 5 Boylston Street, Cambridge, Mass.; W. O. Wiley, 440 Fourth Avenue, New York City;
Raymond H. Torrey, 99-28 193rd Street, Hollis, New York; Fred M. Davis, Box 217, Lynchburg,
Virginia; Miss Angelique J. Rivollier, 394 Central Avenue, Hawthorne, New Jersey; F. F.
Schuetz, 50 Church Street, New York City.) {Leave last paragraph off this letter to Torrey.}
Dear Mr. Goodlatte
The notice of the Finance Committee of the Appalachian Trail Conference, explaining the Class
D membership created at the 1935 Trail Conference, stated that the publications of the Trail
Conference would be sent to Class D members. I understand that the Assistant Secretary has
already asked that you indicate any of the existing publications which you have not received and
as the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, in conjunction with the trail Conference, is issuing the
second edition of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, I am very pleased to forward a
copy of this Guidebook to you. We hope that you will find this volume in keeping with the other
Trail Conference publications.
Mr. Avery advises me that the Guide to the Southern Appalachians should be completed within
the next three or four months and that a copy of this will be sent to you in due course.
We appreciate the assistance you are rendering the Conference through having taken a Class D
membership and trust that your support will continue.
February 18, 1936. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
I have talked with Mr. Sewall recently, and he feels that as this trail work is carried on that we
can secure the necessary approval for an improved location. This section of the trail near Lone
Mt. should be looked into just a little more. If we run the trail along the south and east side of
Lone Mt., we are in for a lot of nice hill trail construction around it, while by keeping to the
north we can take advantage of old logging roads. We can cross the Orbeton Stream just below
the outlet of Redington Pond on the old railroad bridge. At present Redington is accessible with
automobile along the old railroad from Dallas.
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The mile of side trail from Mt. Abram F.S. to the north, where the Lone Mt. Trail would diverge,
lies over open bare ridge, so if we adopt the proposed route to the north, we will not be losing
much assistance by the C.C.C. in trail construction.
The lean-tos constructed by the C.C.C., will be listed as Public Camp Sites when we assemble
the new directory of camp sites.
I cannot say just how much financial cooperation our new Commissioner, Mr. Seavey, may care
to give the Trail Conference, but I believe that he will give the more material support in trail
maintenance as the department has done in the past.
I hope to be in New Haven at a Yale Forest School Reunion this next Saturday, and I will call on
Mr. Heermance.
Aside from the matter of the Appalachian Trail, I have been looking over some interesting
topographic sheets for that section of Quebec just north of New Hampshire and west of Maine,
where there are mountains of considerable appeal to me. One of these is Mt. Megantic which has
a shrine on the summit, and I hope to visit there this coming summer.
February 24, 1936. Myron Avery to George Houghton
Dear Mr. Houghton:
Thank you very much for your letter advising me as to the status of the Appalachian Trail
articles in the 1936 IN THE MAINE WOODS. We have just issued our 250-page Guidebook to
the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
I am to deliver a lecture on the Appalachian Trail in New England around the 10th of March. If
the 1936 issue is available, so that I could take half a dozen copies and place them on exhibition,
it would afford an excellent opportunity publicize IN THE MAINE WOODS.
I am sure that you will find this Guidebook of much interest and you will note that the
approaches to the Trail by means of the railroad are emphasized. Last year, as you know, we
brought fourteen people from Washington, who entered the Trail at Blanchard and came out at
Millinocket.
February 24, 1936. Myron Avery to H. E. Dunnack, State Librarian, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Dunnack:
You will recall that I wrote you some time ago, enclosing the prospectus for the Maine
Guidebook and asking if the Library could continue its very considerable assistance to us in our
efforts to publicize the recreational features of Maine, by purchasing 25 copies. I presume that
the matter has been receiving your consideration. The book has now appeared and I have sent
you a copy under separate cover.
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We have the printer’s bill of $75, to meet within the next two months, and anything which the
Library can do in this connection will be extremely helpful.
February 25, 1936. Myron Avery to Robert Fechner, Director, Civilian Conservation
Corps
Dear Mr. Fechner:
You will recall your letter to me of February 1, 1936 in response to my letter of January 30th,
1936, reporting the work on the Trail in Maine by the C.C.C.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has just issued a 254-page Guidebook to the Trail, covering
the work done by the C.C.C. in the way of improving and extending the existing trail. We have
sent a copy of this publication to you, thinking that you would wish to have, as a part of the
C.C.C. records, this necessary adjunct to the physical trail.
February 25, 1936. Myron Avery to Waldo N. Seavey, Forest Commissioner, Augusta,
Maine
Dear Mr. Seavey:
We are sending to you, under separate cover, a copy of the second edition of GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. 1 hope you will approve of this publication and consider it
a real contribution to the recreational literature of the State.
It is unnecessary for me to say that the Appalachian Trail Conference is thoroughly appreciative
of the very real cooperation it has received in this project from the Forest Commissioner down to
the watchmen and patrolmen. Credit for much of the success of this enterprise is due the
Forestry Department and we have been at pains to make this known.
I had thought it would be of interest to you to know of the recent correspondence between myself
and Mr. Fechner in connection with the Appalachian Trail work in Maine, which I am enclosing.
cc: Flynt, Greene, Sawyer, Sewall
February 25, 1936. Myron Avery to William Durling, Hartford, Connecticut
Dear Bill:
On my return from Jacksonville, I was very much chagrined to find your letter of February 21st.
While I have been very busy for the past half year, I had thought that I had carefully attended to
all of the details. I hope you will believe that I had no intention of letting you in for what actually
developed. I twice checked up with the Boston management and was assured that the
reassembling would be cared for by the Show itself. It was only as an additional precaution that I
thought it advisable to write Williamson in the first place.
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I am greatly disturbed over this, for I feel that you were let in for a very heavy job. I suppose the
slip-up comes from the number of exhibits and the difficulty of paying attention to the small
details. We were not paying customers hence the lack of interest.
The least that we can do is to reimburse you for what you are paying your man "Jerry”. Please let
me know so that I can attend to this.
Greene has every day available at New York and he will take great delight in doing this.
cc: Greene
February 25, 1936. Myron Avery to Charles Warner, c/o American Express Co., Los
Angeles, California
Dear Charlie:
I have your letter of February 20th.
I am sorry that you could not have had more time and better weather at Yosemite. To my mind it
is the finest thing on the west coast.
Be sure to let us know how your plans develop. 1 have, of course, no idea as to where I may be
on April 7th, but keep me posted.
The guidebooks are coming off the press now. I am sending one to you on Thursday, at Los
Angeles, and three others to you at Fall River. Let us know if you want more. The total cost of
the publication was $421.00. Your underwriting, the purchase of 50 copies by the New England
Trail Conference, and advance sales, enable us to pay the first bill of $225.00. We have $75.00 to
pay in two months and the balance in six. We have made quite a wide distribution of
complimentary copies for advertising. I think this is wise, although we will not make any money
on the book and the "revolving fund" will not amount to much until after we move the first 400.
I expect to have to go north again soon, but I wanted to send you this note to let you know the
situation.
I hope you will be pleased with the book - for, frankly, we would never have tried to have
undertaken it without your assistance. I have kept faith with you, but 1 wish that more people outside of our Guidebook Committee - could not [note?] that it is "your book”.
February 25, 1936. Myron Avery to Everett Greaton
Dear Mr. Greaton:
I am sending, with the compliments of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, copy of the second
edition of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE.
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When you returned the manuscript for the “Silver Aisle", you enclosed, I presume inadvertently,
the Guidebooks which we had previously sent you, so that the Commission does not have any at
the present time.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has a heavy burden in issuing this guidebook. We have one
underwriting contribution of $100.00 from an anonymous individual interested in the trail in
Maine. We have sold 75 advance copies and 50 copies to the New England Trail Conference.
Thus, we are meeting our initial payment of $225.00 to the printer.
We have to pay the balance of $195.00 in six months. I should like very much to have the
Development Commission fully cognizant of this volume. I hope you will be disposed to exhibit
it at the next meeting. You will recall our previous request for help in connection with the
purchase of the publication. It is as urgent now as when we first broached the matter. Under such
circumstances, you will appreciate that we are unable to forward copies to the Development
Commission individuals, as much as we would like to do so and as important as we believe it
would be in making them fully cognizant of the significance of the Trail.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Flynt.
cc: Flynt, Green, Sawyer, Sewall {Letter to Fechner 1/30/36 and reply enclosed.}
February 26th, 1936. Myron Avery to Capital Offset Printers, Attn: J. H. Thoeing
Gentlemen:
With reference to our reply of January 29, 1936 to your letter of January 17th, and our
subsequent letter of February 6, 1936.
This letter will serve to confirm our oral arrangement that, in consideration of our acceptance of
departures from the specifications set forth in our letter of January 20th and waiving certain
deficiencies in the work, the terms of payment are to be revised as follows:
$225.00 to be paid on delivery and acceptance of books by us.
$75.00 to be paid within 4 months after acceptance and delivery of the balance of the order
subsequent to the books delivered by February 29, 1936.
$50.00 to be paid within 8 months after acceptance and delivery of the balance of the order
subsequent to the books delivered by February 29, 1936.
Balance to be paid within 14 months after acceptance and delivery of the balance of the order
subsequent to the books delivered by February 29, 1936.
This will also confirm my understanding that, as soon as they are available, you will send one
package of 50 books to Edgar L. Heermance, Chairman, New England Trail Conference,
215 Church Street, New Haven, Connecticut, notifying us when the books go forward.
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The balance of the books subsequent to those delivered by February 29th are to be delivered to
901 Union Trust Building.
We call your attention to the arrangements of the contract under which you are holding either
the negative or the plates.
It is also understood that you have available sufficient maps and printed papers to bind up an
additional 100 copies at the price previously quoted, in the event that we are able to place such
an order with you.
{$49}
February 26, 1936. GUIDE TO APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE (Second Edition).
Complimentary Copies.
{Greene letter sent to “*”}
* Mattoon, M. A. Forest Supervisor, White Mountain National Forest, Laconia, N.H. (Personal)
* Yarnall, T. Ira, Region 7, U.S. Forest Service, Victor Building, Washington, D.C.
* Tillotson, C. R. Region 7, U.S. Forest Service, Victor Building, Washington, D.C. (Personal)
* Hoar, Crosby A. U. S. Forest Service, Amherst, Mass. (Personal)
Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy St., Boston, Mass. (2 copies—one marked Library and
Literature Table) {See me about this.}
James W. Sewall, Old Town, Maine (5 copies) {Sent 2.26.36}
Walter D. Greene, 3823—212th St., Bayside, Long Island, New York (3 copies) {Included in
Guides sent for sale 20 copies} {Sent 2/26/36}
Mary Dorsey, 401-A West 20th St., Wilmington, Delaware (4 copies) {1 evaluated to be sent; 3
sent} {Sent 2/26/36}
* Charles H. Warner, Fall River, Massachusetts (4 copies) {Send 1 to him: Care of American
Express Co., Los Angeles, California; 3 have been sent by M.H.A.}
Copyright Section, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. (2 copies)
* Prentiss & Carlisle, Bangor, Maine
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{3/11/36. Complimentary (subsequent to Summary) sent to U. S. Geological Survey Carolos
Campbell and Col. Chapman Davis Smoky Mtns. Park Assoc., Knoxville Tenn. Warren N.
Watson, 608 Woodward Building, wash. D.C.}
* Will Dore, Long Pond Camps, Monson, Maine
* Ned K. Anderson, Brae Burn Farm, Sherman, P. O. Gaylordsville, Connecticut
* Charles W., Blood, 511 Barristers Hall, Boston, Massachusetts
* Ronald L. Gower, 155 Oakleigh Road, Newton, Massachusetts
* Robert G. Stubbs, Forest Supervisor, Augusta, Maine
* J. M. Harris, Troutdale Cabins, P. O. The Forks, Maine
* Frank E. Philips, Kingfield, Maine
Julian Speyers, 510 Park Avenue, New York City, N. Y.
* LeRoy Dudley, Stacyville, Maine
*William F. Tracey, Stacyville, Miane
* H. G. Avery, North Lubec, Maine
*H. S. MacNeil, Greenville Junction, Maine
* F. F. Schuetz, 50 Church St., New York, N.Y.
* Martin Kilpatrick, 4501 Larchwood Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa.
* Frank Savage, Camp Bemis, P. O. Oquossoc, Maine
* Sunset Camps, Mrs. Elsie B. Graves, P. O. South Arm (Andover) Maine
*Mr. Harry Packard, Prop. Packard’s Long Pond Camps, Ridlonville, Maine
*C. Lee Abbott, Fire Warden, Upton, Maine
* Frank C. King, Chief Fire warden, Oquossoc, Maine
* Ray Viles, Rangeley C.C.C. camp, Rangeley, Maine
*Ray A. Savage, Stratton, Maine
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* Earland S. Winter, Game Warden, Kingfield, Maine
* Fred L. Hutchins, Stratton, Maine
Waldo N. Seavey, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine
* C. L. Hobein, 130 Egmont Road, Upper Montvale, N. J.
*Dr. Guy W. Leadbetter, 4437 Cathedral Ave., N. W., Washington, D.C.
*E. B. Draper, 150 Chapman St., Canton, Massachusetts
Everett Greaton, Executive Secretary, Me. Development Commission, Augusta, Me.
George J. Stobie, Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Game, Augusta, Maine
Robert Fechner, Director, Civilian Conservation Corps, Wash., D.C. (Personal)
REVIEW COPIES
Ovid M. Butler, Editor, American Forests, 1713 K. St., N.W., Wash., D.C.
Ernest A. Dench, Editor, Hiking Forum, Nature Magazine, Hohokus, N.J.
Recreation Magazine, National Recreation Assn., 315—Fourth Avenue, New York City,
Attention: Charlotte W. Morrell
C. E. Rauch, Editor, Walking Magazine, Suite 1512, 535 5th Ave., New York, N.Y.
C. P. Fordyce, Adventure Magazine, Lincoln, Nebraska
The Editor, The Long Trail News, Rutland, Vermont
Mrs. Joseph T. Hazard, P. O. Box 234, Seattle, Washington
New York Times Book Review, 229 West 43rd St., New York, N.Y.
Publishers Weekly, 62 West 45th St., N.Y.C., N.Y.
Clinton C. Clarke, Chairman, Executive Committee, Pacific Crest Trail Conference,
Vista del Arroyo, Pasadena, California
Will H. Thrall, Editor, Trails Magazine, 240 South Broadway, Los Angeles, California
* The Call Studio, Dexter, Maine
* William P. Fowler, 60 State St., Boston, Massachusetts
* Frederick Fish, Putnam, Bell, Dutch & Santry, 60 State St., Boston, Mass.
* Charles W. Morse, Editor, A.M.C. White Mtn. Guidebook, 73 Walker St., Atlantic, Mass.
MAINE GUIDEBOOK ORDERS IN A.T. OFFICE PAID
{Sent out 2/28/36}
Mr. Floyd W. Flagg, CCC, Ellsworth, Maine
Mr. Charles T. Russ, Colby Outing Club, 12 Center Street, Waterville, Maine
Mr. Ernest Lamb, 11 Garrison Road, Brookline, Mass.
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Minutes of Meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
February 27, 1936
A meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club was held at 1850 Park Road, Washington, D.C.,
on February 27, 1936. In the absence of the President, the Secretary, J. F. Schairer, took the chair
and read a letter from President Walter D. Greene, authorizing the calling of the meeting. The
Chairman then read greetings from President Greene and Vice President James W. Sewall. The
Chairman requested Mrs. Mary Jo Williams to act as Secretary pro tempore for the purpose of
recording the minutes of this meeting.
The minutes of the organization meeting were read and approved, and it was voted to send
minutes of this meeting to the members of the Club.
Forest Commissioner Waldo N. Seavey, of Augusta, Maine, was unanimously elected Honorary
Vice-President to take the place of Neil L. Violette, deceased.
Myron H. Avery stated that Helon N, Taylor had proposed the following nominations for
membership: Fred L, Hutchins, Stratton, Maine, and. Earland S. Winter, Game Warden,
Kingfield, Maine. Mr. Avery then presented, on his own behalf, the names of Osborne O. Heard,
3940 Lowndes Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland, and Harold G. Bailey, Bates Outing Club,
Lewiston, Maine. On motion of A. H. Jackman, seconded by K. S. Boardman, these four were
unanimously elected members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
The Chairman then called for reports of the officers. The Treasurer’s Report was
read, accepted, and filed.
Mr. Avery made a report for the Guidebook Committee. He stated that 500 copies of the
guidebook and 200 extra maps had been printed at a cost of $421, and that100 additional books,
held in reserve, had been printed, to be bound up and delivered, if ordered by the Club, at a cost
of $49, making the total cost for the 600 copies of $470. To date 262 books have been distributed.
Under the sales contract, $210.80 have been paid, leaving a balance due of $14.20, payable
immediately. Due in four months is the amount of $75.00, in eight months $50.00, in fourteen
months $71.00, or a total of $210.20 remaining due on the original order of 500 books. If and
when the additional 100 are ordered, the amount to be paid is $259.20. Certain departures from
the contract in the way of defects in binding had been accepted in consideration of substantial
extensions of time within which payment was to be made. For purposes of publicity and
reciprocating services in connection with the Trail, there has been a rather extensive distribution
of copies which, in the opinion of the Committee, was warranted and would substantially further
the purposes of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, the distribution of the guidebook being one of
its major objectives, the net result being that if all of the balance of the 600 copies are sold, there
will be a net deficit of $25.00. An extensive news release on the sale of the guidebook has been
prepared and it has been publicized through exhibits at the Sportsman's Shows held at Boston,
Hartford, and New York, the exhibit being built around the guidebook and maps. 'The exhibit
was arranged by Miss Vivian Robb and Mr. K. S. Boardman with the assistance of other Club
members. At Boston we are indebted to Mr. Ronald Gower for arranging the exhibit and at
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Hartford to Mr. William Burling. President Greene supervised the arrangement of the exhibit at
New York. In all, the expenses of shipping material, buying boards and lumber for exhibit at the
three shows will total in the neighborhood of $30. The contributions with respect to the bridge
money provide that they can be used for the purpose of the bridge or such other purposes as the
Overseer of Trails suggests and, temporarily, a part of these funds will be used to defray the
expense of the exhibit. This exhibit was considered a major item in the Club’s program and well
warranted the expense involved. After the exhibit in New York the material is to be shipped at
the expense of the New England Trail Conference to the meeting of the Outdoor Recreation
association and the New England Trail Conference at Amherst on March 14. The Maine
Publicity Bureau at Portland has agreed to put permanently on exhibit a part of this material
showing the guidebook, photographs, and maps. Additional copies of the maps have been sent to
the sporting camps, with the request that they be exhibited with a view of stimulating sales. The
guidebook is sold at the headquarters of The Appalachian Trail Conference, the funds received
being turned over by the Trail Conference to the Treasurer of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
in payment of the printer’s bill. Mr. Mark Taylor and Mr. Osborne O. Heard have contributed a
number of pictures which have been sent to the Portland Press Herald and will be printed in the
spring. For each picture sold the Trail Club receives fifty cents, which will add to its revenue;
some 20 pictures having been sold last fall. Review copies have been sent to all publications
which feature this type of book. Request has been made of outing clubs to announce this
publication in their bulletins. Also newspaper releases have been sent to all Maine newspapers.
Recent sales have been encouraging. The New England Trail Conference has purchased 50 of
these guidebooks. Unsuccessful efforts have been made to induce the Maine Development
Commission to purchase a supply of the books.
The Secretary expressed appreciation for Mr. Roy H. Flynt’s assistance in arranging the
letterhead and furnishing the stationery. It was reported that Mr. Flynt had been very active in
trying to make arrangements to get issued an illustrated booklet on the Trail in Maine, prepared,
by Mr. Avery for this purpose, and had secured one promise of financial cooperation from the
Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, and was endeavoring to work out arrangements which would
permit the publication. A motion by Mr. Boardman, seconded by Mr. Jackman, expressing
appreciation of Mr. Flynt's generosity and cooperation was passed.
Mr. Avery reported as Overseer of Trails. He reported that a very detailed statement of the work
accomplished on the trail during the past year by the C.C.C. would appear in the 1936 issue of
“In the Maine Woods”. Seven lean-tos were built on the Trail route. All of the old trail, except
between the Kennebec River and Blanchard and between Yoke Pond and Joe Mary had been
recleared, standardized, and reblazed; the only remaining uncompleted trail was two twenty-mile sections between Saddleback and Sugarloaf Mountains and between the Andover-South
Arm Road and Old Speck. The route in that section had been roughly blazed, that while the
C.C.C. camps at Flagstaff and Millinocket had been removed, it. is hoped that the Rangeley
Camp and Greenville Camp would complete this work, although by reason of cutting down of
C.C.C. camps, there is a possibility of these camps being abolished. However, if this event,
occurs, it is hoped that Mr. Sewall, who. has been of such very great assistance to the project,
will find some method of completing the unfinished links. The Overseer visited the sections in
the western part of the state and made arrangements with Superintendent Viles for completing
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the work. The Overseer reported that he had written to Mr. Fechner at length on the splendid
work accomplished in Maine. In response to this letter Mr. Fechner wrote:
I do not know of any letter received in this office in a long time that has
given me more personal pleasure and satisfaction then the one that you addressed to us on
January 30, 1936. I am delighted to learn that the. Trail work performed by CCC
enrollees has fully met the desires of your members.
I note that there is still some work to be done on portions of the trail in Maine and while I
have not had any report on this feature of the work from the United States Forest Service,
I have no doubt that Service will continue to be helpful if it is possible to do so.
I can only suggest that your organization continue its contacts with those who supervise
the work of our CCC camps in Maine and keep them advised of what additional work is
desired.
I hope that our work may continue to meet with your approval.
Mr. Sewall expects to finish the cable bridge over the West Branch of the Penobscot this summer.
Arrangements will be made to continue with the trail work this summer. The signs for the
western half of the state are being made by Mr. Green and will be sent out very shortly. At the
instigation of the Bates College Outing club, a meeting is to be held of Maine Clubs at
Waterville on February 29th. Mr. Avery moved that the Overseer of Trails be authorized to
allocate to these groups such sections of the Trail in Maine as may seem feasible. The motion
was seconded by Mr. Jackman, and carried.
Mr. Harold Conger made the motion that expenditures be made on the approval of the President
or Secretary, and Overseer of Trails. Mr. Mark Taylor seconded the motion. Miss Jean
Stephenson moved the amendments to the motion to the effect any funds in the Treasury should
be used as necessary, with the understanding that they were contributed for a special purpose and
will later be repaid for that purpose. The amendment to the motion was seconded by Miss Robb
and carried. The motion as amended was then put to a vote and passed.
On motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was then adjourned.
M.A.T.C. OFFICERS & MEMBERS
February 27, 1936
PRESIDENT:
VICE PRESIDENTS:
SECRETARY:
OVERSEER OF TRAILS:

Walter D. Greene
Waldo N. Seavey – Forest Commissioner
George J. Stobie
James W. Sewall
Dr. J. F. Schairer
Myron H. Avery
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TREASURER:
DIRECTORS:

Mary Josephine Kempt
Prof. W. H. Sawyer
Robert G. Stubbs
Helon N. Taylor
A. H. Jackman
Shailer S. Philbrick

MEMBERS:
1. Arthur C. Comey
2. Marion Park
3. Jean Stephenson
4. Mary Dorsey
5. Mark Taylor
6. Elwood Lord
7. Ralph Sterling
8. Herbert Blackwell
9. Harry W. Davis
10. Lyman Davis
11. Vivian Robb
12. Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstrom
13. Ronald L. Gower
14. Charles H. Warner
15. Herbert Martin
16. Harold C. Conger
17. Fred L. Hutchins - Stratton, ME
18. Erland s. Winter - Kingfield, ME - Game Warden
19. Osborne 0. Heard - Baltimore, MD
20. Harold G. Bailey - Bates Outing Club
*Neil L. Violette - Deceased
February 28, 1936. Everett Greaton to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I was very interested in your letter of February 25th and also in the copies of the letters inclosed.
I appreciate very much the copy of the Maine Appalachian Trail Book which you are sending. I
will surely show this to members of the Commission.
I regret very much that we have not been able to give you any financial assistance as yet, but you
may be assured of our interest in the trail work.
Our new booklet now being published has a section on the Appalachian Trail. I will send you a
copy of it as soon as issued.
February 28, 1936. George Houghton to Myron Avery
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Dear Mr. Avery:I am in receipt of yours of the 24th inst., and I notice that you are to deliver a lecture on the
Appalachian Trail in New England around the 10th of March and if the 1936 “In the Maine
Woods” is available you would like one-half dozen copies to place on exhibition.
We have been delayed somewhat on our book this year on account of the illness of our editor,
and our book will undoubtedly be a little late. If, however, we should receive any in season, shall
be glad to send you a half dozen copies as requested.
February 28, 1936. Myron Avery to George Stobie, Commissioner of Inland Fisheries &
Game, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Stobie:
We are sending to you, under separate cover, a copy of the second edition of GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. We trust that, after you have had an opportunity to
examine this publication, you will consider it a worthwhile contribution to the recreational
literature of the State. We should like to have this volume brought specifically to the attention to
the Maine Development Commission and trust that you will be disposed to take it to the next
meeting and exhibit it as a product of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
February 29, 1936. DISTRIBUTION OF MAINE GUIDEBOOKS
Feb. 1936
Reserved for Work Copies ..............................................................2
Put with A.T. Lecture for Exhibition Purposes…………………...….1
Turned over to Miss Robb for Exhibition Use……………………….3
Sent Greene for sale, etc…………………………………………….17
List “A” – Complimentary and Review……………………………123
List B1 and B2 Orders…………………………………………....….38
10
“C” Class Members………………………………………………….15
Last Order………………………………………………………….. 3
212
New England Trail Conference……………………………………. 50
CONTRACT ARRANGEMENTS
Cost 500 Books and 200 extra maps………………………………$421.00
100 Books to be bound……………………………………. 49.00
$470.00
Books Distributed Feb. 27th………………….. 212
Books remaining, 334@ $1.00……………….
$334.00
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Sales Contract – Paid 2/27………………$210.80
Due………………………..
Due 4 months... …………..
Due 8 months…………….
Due 14 months…………...
Unbound copies

14.20
75.00 {July 10}
50.00
71.00
$210.20
$49.00

$259.20

§330 value of remainder - minus $100 advance - $230.00
Balance due $259.20; or deficit of $29.20
Necessary sell 259 copies
(Delivered 2/27 – 216 copies)
{1 Returned to Capital Offset 3/9 as defective}
{1 Returned by Schuetz for M.H.A.}
{1 Borrowed to take to N. E. from Mrs. Williams}
{3 more complimentary, see next page}
{Stephenson had 1 used for weighing; above account in error unless 6 sent to Dorsey instead of 5
as listed.}
{3/15/36 Copy returned defective by Edgewater School.}
March 2, 1936. Robert Fechner, Director, Emergency Conservation Work, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of February 25, and have also received the copy of the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club Guidebook, for which I wish to express my sincere appreciation.
I hope that it may be possible for our CCC camps in New England to complete the trail work this
summer, in which your Conference is interested.
March 3, 1936. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
I just want to congratulate you on the Guide. It is a fine piece of work.
{The Rotary Club here would be interested in the lecture. I will give it, with the slides and text,
if you want me to.}
March 4, 1936. Edgar L. Heermance, Chairman, New England Trail Conference, to
Consituent Organizations
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At our annual meeting, at Amherst on March 14th, the question of organizing a Committee on
Bridle Trails will be considered, with a view to coordinating such work throughout New England.
Kindly bring this to attention of any members of your organization interested in bridle trails.
Copies of the general program were supposed to be sent by the Outdoor Recreation Conference
at Amherst. Let us know if you failed to receive one.
We have reprinted the pamphlet by Dana C. Backus, "The Summer Camp on the Trail", as the
first edition was exhausted. This pamphlet, which sells for 5 cents, should be in the hands of all
persons directing summer camps.
The Appalachian Trail Conference has issued a revised edition of the "Guide to the Appalachian
Trail in Maine". It is a fine piece of work. The new guide contains over 200 pages, with two
large maps covering the entire trail and five smaller large-scale maps, all of them redrawn.
These are the only accurate maps for the wilderness of central Maine. The guide sells for $1.00,
and copies may be ordered from our office.
CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS
Acadia National Park
Appalachian Mountain Club
American Youth Hostel Association
Bar Harbor Village Improvement Association
Bates College Outing Club
Berkshire Hills Protective Association
Boy Scouts of America, National Council,
Region One
Chatham Trails Association
Chocorua Mountain Club
Connecticut Forest and Park Association
Connecticut Valley Trail Conference
Dartmouth Outing Club
Dublin Riding and Walking Club
Field and Forest Club
Green Mountain Club
Green Mountain Horse Association
Green Mountain National Forest
Intervale Improvement Society
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
Maine Forest Service
Massachusetts Department of Conservation
Massachusetts Federation of Planning Boards

Massachusetts Forest & Park Association
Metawampe Club
Mount Greylock Ski Club
Narragansett Chapter, A.M.C.
New England Hotel Association
New England Regional Planning Commission
New Hampshire State Forestry and Recreation
Department
North Side Mountain Club
North Woodstock Improvement Association
Passaconaway Mountain Club
Randolph Mountain Club
Scoutland, Incorporated
Seal Harbor Village Improvement Association
Smith College Outing club
Society for Protection of New Hampshire
Forests
Southwest Harbor Trail Committee
Waterville Athletic and Improvement Assoc.
Wesleyan Outing Club
White Mountain National Forest
Williams Outing Club
Wonalancet Outdoor Club
Yale Outing Club

STATE CHAIRMEN
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Maine
James H. Sawyer, Jr.
[“James” should be “William”]
New Hampshire
Warren F. Hale
Vermont
Willis M. Ross

Massachusetts
Rhode Island
J. Earle Bacon
Connecticut
Edgar L. Heermance

March 4, 1936. Ira T. Yarnall, Asst. Regional Forester, Eastern Region, to Maine
Guidebook Editor, Appalachian Trail Conference
Dear Sir:
I desire to take this opportunity of thanking the Maine Appalachian Trail Club for the copy of the
second edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine that was sent me with letter of
February 15 from President Walter B, Greene.
I can truly appreciate the time and study a number of members of your Trail Club put in this
publication since it is a monumental piece of work and covers a section of the Northeast which is
not as well known as other portions, such as the White Mountains.
I hope it will be possible for me to travel at least part of the trails described in your publication
during the coming summer, and, if so, I know that your Guidebook will be valuable on such trips.
March 4, 1936. John H. Vondell, Third Annual Conference on Outdoor Recreation,
Massachusetts State College, Amherst, to Walter Greene [Conference scheduled for 12-15
March, 1936]
Dear Mr. Greene:
Mr. E. L. Heermance of New Haven, Ct. has just written me that you would send the A.T.
exhibit to our Recreation Conference to be held in Amherst next week. It should be shipped to
me at the College. John H. Vondell, Mass. State College, Amherst, Mass. Please tell me whom
to return it to. Mr. Heermance says that the N.E.T.T. will bear the expenses of shipping.
As we shall start to set up the exhibit the evening of March 11th, it should reach us not later than
that afternoon.
We shall augment the exhibit with some of my Long Trail pictures, some White Mt. pictures,
and a map of the Conn. Valley Trail Conf.
{Greene marginal notes: “Wrote him also Heermance immediately.” “Also sent him my exhibit
plan.”}
March 4, 1936. Newsaper article: FORESTRY COMMISSIONER MEETS
TIMBERLAND OWNERS
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Augusta, March 4—(AP)—Waldo N. Seavey of Lovell, Maine’s new Forestry Commissioner,
expressed himself as pleased with the reception accorded him at the first of four annual
timberland owners’ meetings today.
Chief wardens, deputy wardens, watchmen and patrolmen in the Kennebec and Androscoggin
watersheds, consisting of the Moosehead, Dead River, Carrabassett, Parlin Pond, Moose River
and Rangeley districts, will be virtually the same this year as last, Seavey said it was decided at
the meeting.
Later this month he meets with owners of woodland in Penobscot waters, Washington and
Hancock counties, and St. John waters.
Owners or their representatives, and wardens from the Kennebec and Androscoggin watersheds
at today’s meeting were: W. R. Brown and Scott Lockyer of the Brown Co., Berlin, N. H.; Henry
Crowell and William Philbrick of Skowhegan; Blaine S. Viles of Augusta; Omer Sawyer of the
Hollingsworth & Whitney Co., Waterville; William B. Getchell of the Central Maine Power Co.,
Augusta.
Forest Colby of the Maine Seaboard Paper Co., Bucksport; William Pooler of Bingham;
Kendrick Bums of the S. D. Warren Co., Westbrook; Edmund Melcher of the S. D. Warren Co.,
Bingham; A. B. Sargent of Stratton; E. R. Hendrick of the American Realty Co., Portland.
Chief Wardens George G. Nichols of Jackman, Frank Conley of Greenville Junction; Ralph
Sterling of Caratunk; Ralph Wing of North Anson; and Deputy Warden Wilbur Pierce of
Jackman.
March 4, 1936. Ernest Dench, American Nature Association, to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
I have just completed a 600 word review of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. This is
the first draft, to be condensed and polished in about 300 words, and publication expedited in
May Hiking and Camping Forum, out in mid-April.
The volume justifies all the good things I am saying about it, including the fact that it’s a bumper
dollar’s worth, considering you throw in six maps which you originally sold separately for more
than the price of admission.
This is my answer to your welcome letter of February fifteenth.
I will also endeavor to run a notice about the book in conjunction with the weekly IHC stories in
the Paterson (NJ) Morning Call.
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Other desirable mediums which either review or list pamphlets are (1) The Publishers Weekly,
62 West 45th St., New York, N.Y., and (2) Wilson Bulletin, H. W. Wilson Co., 950 University
Ave., New York, N.Y.
If you have a supply of those PATC publications obtainable cards to spare, I will gladly
distribute them to any people I think might be interested, in outgoing letters, circular mailings,
etc. Not indiscriminately, but selective.
I will be at the Sportsman’s Show this Friday, and will, of course, view your exhibit.
March 5, 1936. Charles A. Hobein, John Nickerson & Co., 61 Broadway, New York, to
Walter Greene
Dear Mr. Greene:
I have received and examined in a preliminary way with great interest the new “Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine.
It appears to be, by far, one of the most complete and interesting guide books that I have yet seen.
In giving more careful reading to the descriptions, if I note any inaccuracies, I would be very
glad indeed to give you the benefit of such detection.
{Marginal note by Greene: “Who is he?”}
March 6, 1936. Agnes Dresser, Office Manager, Maine Publicity Bureau, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Mr. Coe has handed me your letter of February 15th to answer regarding handling in our office
the booklets of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
As our literature is free which is displayed on our counters and in our racks we always hesitate to
have anything out which is not free.
We could have the maps mounted as you suggest and placed in a conspicuous place then have
the guides for reference and for sale which would be of advantage to both the party interested
and to our clerks.
I suggest that you send us the maps and a few pictures along with a dozen guide books and we
will do the best we can to advertise them.
{Copy Greene, Sewall, Sawyer}
March 6, 1936. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1936 – Compiled by David Field – Page

59

Dear Sir:
I have talked with Mr. Connors about getting along without the $60. special fund which you
raised for the Sourdnahunk bridge. He thinks we can do it; therefore go ahead and use the $60
on the publication.
{Had a good ski trip of 18 miles yesterday!}
March 6, 1936. C. R. Tillotson to Walter Greene
Dear Mr. Greene:
Many thanks for the copy of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, to which you referred
in your letter of February 15. It has come to hand and I hope that I may have occasion to use it
sometime in the field. There is certainly no place like Maine in the eastern United States insofar
as wilderness conditions are concerned.
March 6, 1936. George C. Martin, Executive Secretary, U. S. Dept. of Interior Division of
Geographic Names, to Myron Avery
My dear Mr. Avery:
In reply to your request of February 21, for information concerning the authority for the decision
of May 24, 1935, on Metallak Brook, Maine, I am quoting below the information as stated on the
decision card:
Names
Metallak
Metallic
Metalluck
Melattach
Metallak
Metallak
Metallak

Local Usage
Metallak
Mettaluck
Metalluc

Authority
1895 - Stuart, map of Oxford County
1899 - Oxford County, Berlin, Mills Co., prepared by A. M. Carter
1930 - Official map of Oxford County
1934 - Maine Forestry District, Rangely District
1863 - Theodore Winthrop "Life in the Open Air" p. 50
"Died Feb. 18, 1847, age 120 years" - Vital Statistics of Stuartstown,
by C.E. Tewksbury, p. 50.
1928 - The "Story of Metallak, last of the Cooashakes", by Arthur D.
Woodrow, Rumford Pub. Co., Rumford, Maine, 1928, carries a full
account of Metallak’s life. On p. 1, Woodrow states: "So far as I can learn,
there is no definite way to spell this Indian’s name. It is spelled in a
variety of ways; Metaliak, Metaliak, Metalluk, and Matalluk."
Postmaster, Roxbury, Maine
E. M. Bailey, Andover, Maine
Postmaster, Rumford, Maine
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Metalluc

County Clerk, Oxford County

Dr. J.N.B. Hewitt, Bureau of American Ethnology, Smithsonian Institution says: "Regarding the
personal name, Metallak, I have not been able to find a satisfactory derivation. But, I believe this
spelling will represent approximately the native sounds of the original word."
Mr. Alfred H. Edgerly, of Boston, reports that "the spelling of the name ’Metallak' appears in the
greater number of instances, while ‘Metalluk’ comes next in favor. Mrs. Fannie H. Eckstorm, of
Brewer, Maine, a recognized authority on Indian subjects in Maine, says that she prefers the
spelling 'Metalluk.' I share that preference." (April 4, 1935)
March 7, 1936. George R. Learned, Andover, Me. to Walter Greene. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
Yre of the 15 read and will say I would be very pleased to get copy of Guide to the A.T. in
Maine. The trail is now swamped to within 2 ½ miles of my camps on C Pond and South of my
camps for the next 7 miles (by using my Surplus Pond trail) is a very easy trail to swamp. The
Bates Outing Club have completed a side trail from C Pond to the summit of C Bluff well
swamped and painted blue.
Undated “Sunday”, 1936. [From context, I believe that this was 8 March] Walter Greene to
Myron Avery [12 page hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Why all the mystery. I didn’t hear from you from Boston. Why didn’t you let me know when
you would be in N.Y. and why not have left more on your card at the exhibit. I didn’t know
whether you were coming back or not. A card from Boston would have simplified matters. Too
bad you couldn’t be here last Friday week, but it couldn’t be helped. I was up against it for that
day and Sat. were dress rehearsal days. Funny: The complications. Then too the Magruders
have been away since Feb. 15th. This leaves me cooking, cleaning, finance, marketing, an hour
and a half journey to N.Y. So it was a good set up.
Friday a.m. I got over to the Palace before I went to rehearsal to look things over. Found out
they had taken the space in the main floor from me. Got Rau and after begging for help, he gave
me present space. Got Ellis on the phone and asked him to help. Thru rehearsal and back at
Palace at 6:30. A mad-house, finally got my stuff up from lower floor. Ellis showed at 7. We
worked until 10 un-packing and building frame and table. Then we went out and I bought us a
drink. I needed one, and he went home and I worked until four in the morning. Finally getting
the result you saw. Looked good I thot. Got home to Bayside about 5:30. Had a couple of hours
sleep, and another dress rehearsal until evening Sat. Ellis was a tremendous help. I can’t thank
him enough. He worked like a Trojan, knew how to carpenter, and I don’t know how I would
have gotten along without him. It was quite a job to build the frame and table. I planned it to lift
the things up to eye-level. I wish you would write him and thank him also. I would not have
gotten home at all but for him. The mgm’t of the show were any thing but helpful. They were
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not getting paid for the space and I could scratch for myself as far as they were concerned. I felt
like opening up but by being diplomatic I got things thru. The only way.
The show was an enormous success, huge crowds, and the publicity we got was invaluable. I
was surprised at the interest the exhibit attracted. Often it was packed, and people kept going
and coming all the time when I was there. The tools seemed to attract them and they were well
deployed. The tough luck was that I could not be there much. There was no way out. I don’t get
home until one o’clock and then there are chores. It is 2 or 3 o’clock before I get to bed. When
I’m acting I have to have sufficient sleep to do the work. By the time I got thru here in the
morning and got to the show it gave me little time, and I have to get dinner and get to 138th St.
to the theatre by 8. Too bad. The men in the next booth said people used to ask who was in
charge but it couldn’t be helped. I ran into Stobie and had a little talk with him. He seemed very
human this time, and I tried to make him see I was. The only way. It doesn’t do to antagonize
any body and the trail comes first, and sooner or later he will come over. Met two or three
guides from Maine. The Guides Assoc. President McKenney (publicity gone to his head). Me.
Treasurer Perry Greene from Bangor a nice fellow, wants me to come down and give them a talk
at their general meeting this summer.
Who was that nut you left behind Abbay (or something) said he wanted to build a bridge over the
W.B. once and that you wrote him a curt letter about it. Only sold two guides. If I could have
been there all the time I think I could have sold quite a few. Our literature was very scant. I sent
to Boardman and got out nearly enough. The few I could put out every day were soon snapped
up. The two big maps they had at the Me. exhibit did not have the trail marked on them, nor has
the Me. highway map that I got at their booth. This last ought to have it. I’m enclosing the bill
and we got off easy. You can’t put up a booth in N.Y. with nothing. One runs into things, the
first thing was that the union would let no one drive a nail. Some one tipped me off to say it was
my own exhibit. Anyway Ellis and I worked late and no one bothered us, so we saved labor.
Then we have a fire-proofing law in N.Y. Ron said they put a torch in the beaver-board and said
it will have to be f.p. [Fire-proofed?] He had it done, and said he would give me the bill. I never
heard any more of it so suppose they overlooked it. The Guide book letters I sent out I had to
buy the stamps so you have the whole thing together. Imagine all this will eat up the Me. fund,
but I suppose it’s worth it.
I have the guides here. Tell me what to do with them. I’ve sent two on with the exhibit to
Amherst. I got down after the show last night and finally got my packing case and got
everything in it, and it labeled by about 2:30. Saw the transportation man, and told him to get it
away Monday express. Said he would. Marked it rush, collect. Vondell wants by Wed. the 11th.
He ought to get it by then. I’ll get in tomorrow and see if it’s gone. I had young Sewall to
dinner at the Club Thursday and took him into the show, and left him there. Fine chap, and we
got along famously. I saw him graduate you know. I told his father I would see him. Glad, too,
and a good idea. His father will be pleased, and he has been a great prop to us. Had the
duplicates and maps over to the house. Will mail these to Vondell tomorrow. I cut a piece off
each side of our sign and got it in the packing box. Didn’t lose anything the way I had it all
secured. Why not keep that stuff together and give a display in Washington this spring if
possible. The Me. woods were much looked at. I’m going to write Houghton thanking him and
telling him we gave him good publicity. I still have the 3 he sent me. Want them? Met nice
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Maine fellow Sawtelle. Told me he would send me a doz. fine pictures he took around Katahdin.
Our show lousy. My part also. Only 6 weeks of it tho fine cast and production. Best to Jack and
Doc. We ought to get together soon. Best, Walter.
{Marginal note: “Saw Lel Arnold at show. He had a booth.”}
March 8, 1936. Osborne O. Heard, P.A.T.C., to Walter Greene
Dear Sir:
I am indeed grateful, not only for the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, which came the
other day, but for that greater honor which you have bestowed on one who has done but a little
job on the trail in Maine. The only thing I know that was distinguished about the service was its
visibility from Daicy Pond to Monument Peak, when one picked up a pair of binoculars at
York’s Camp and scanned the route up Hunt’s Spur. Certainly there is no excuse for getting off
the trail on the way up or down the A.T. on Katahdin.
Frank wrote me the good news of my election to the Club and now I am ready for work. What
can I do to deserve the signal honor? Myron was away the other night I attended a Council
meeting in Washington but I had an opportunity to talk with Frank Schairer but he was more
concerned with local trail problems than with those in Maine. Should anything turn up that you
think I can do for the trail in Maine do not hesitate to call on me.
The family recall the pleasant visit at Sebec Lake during the past summer and wish to be
remembered to you.
{Wrote him nice reply. W.D.G.}
March 8, 1936. Harold G. Bailey, President, Bates College Outing Club to Walter Greene
Dear Mr. Greene:
The copy of the "Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine” you recently sent me was welcomed
and greatly appreciated. Also, my recent election to the Maine AT Club was a very pleasant
surprise. Please count on me for continued support and work on the project.
Thanking you again for both,
March 9th, 1936. Ralph Sterling to Walter Greene
Dear Mr. Greene,I wish to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of February 15th, and of the copy of the second
edition of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, and to thank you for the Club’s courtesy.
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Your organization deserves to be complimented on the thoroughness with which the Guide has
been prepared. It is a valuable book.
March 9, 1936. Article in [Bangor?] Daily News. FORMER LUBEC MAN AUTHORITY
ON MT. KATAHDIN. Myron H. Avery Visits Bangor for Few Days; Guide to Trails
Myron H. Avery, formerly of South Lubec, for a number of years a member of the legal staff of
the United States Shipping Board Merchants Fleet Corporation in Washington, and widely
known as an authority on Mt. Katahdin and as the leader of the development of the Appalachian
Trail in Maine, has been in Bangor for a brief visit on the return from a short stay at his old home.
Mr. Avery is regarded as the foremost Katahdin authority and his numerous articles and
monographs have given widespread publicity to the Katahdin country.
Mr. Avery’s latest contribution to Mt. Katahdin publicity is the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine which has just been issued under his direction with the assistance of numerous of his
friends who have become Katahdin devotees through his enthusiastic introduction.
Through Mr. Avery’s initiative, in 1933, The Appalachian Trail Conference issued the first
edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, containing trail data from north to south for
the then completed trail from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow. Subsequently, with the further
development of the Trail project, a supplement and additional maps were printed. During 1935
the Appalachian Trail in Maine was made an item of the C. C. C. program, and trail crews from
the C.C. C. Camps at Millinocket, Greenville, Flagstaff, and Rangeley were detailed for Trail
work. Additional side trails to viewpoints, springs, and places of interest were cut and the main
Trail has been thoroughly cleared and repainted. As will be readily appreciated, the result of this
very extensive work has been a tremendous improvement of the entire Trail. For excellence of
construction and condition, scenic opportunities, available accommodations and variety of
mountains, lakes, streams, and forest, the Maine Trail is perhaps unequalled in the east.
Now is the opportune time to venture along this super-trail. Hikers, familiar with other eastern
trails, will find here new sensations and experiences. At such an auspicious time to travel the
Trail in Maine, it is particularly fortunate to have available the comprehensive second edition of
the Maine Guidebook.
The second edition, while of the same general size, appearance, and style, contains 203 pages,
almost three times more than the 1933 edition. The new edition fully describes the route in both
directions so that the traveler may journey south from the northern terminus of the Trail or, if he
choose, travel north with Katahdin as the culminating point of his journey.
The completed Trail in Maine now extends from Katahdin to Mt. Sugarloaf, Maine’s highest and
second highest mountains, respectively, a distance of 184 miles. For the uncompleted portion,
extending from Mt. Sugarloaf to Grafton Notch, there is a generalized description of the route,
which has been roughly blazed. The extensive side trail systems at Katahdin, Gulf Hagas,
Potaywadjo Ridge, Joe Mary Mountain, Little Wilson Region, the alternate Arnold Trail route,
and the Mt. Bigelow Range Trail—all parts of the Appalachian Trail system—are also described
in detail in both directions.
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A foreword furnishes much helpful information as to conditions to be experienced along the
Trail, the approaches to the Trail, shorter trips and available accommodations are thoroughly
treated. The features of the route are described in the chapter, Along the Appalachian Trail in
Maine. The Guide contains a very comprehensive chapter on Katahdin, Maine’s outstanding
mountain. A novel feature is an authoritative chapter on the geological history of the Trail route.
A summary of distances and a very useful index completes the book.
This Guide is the first account of the Maine wilderness since the famous Guide books, published
over half a century ago by Lucius L. Hubbard and C. A. J. Farrar. Perhaps its most valuable
feature is the series of seven new maps of the Trail route. There are two large maps covering the
entire Trail and five smaller large-scale maps of the route. The White Cap Region and the
Barren-Chairback Range maps are contoured and in two colors. As no accurate, recent maps had
been hitherto available for this region, this feature of the book will be of particular interest to
fishermen, hunters, and others who frequent the wilderness of central Maine.
March 9, 1936. Robert Moore to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:Many thanks for the guide of the Appalachian Trail in Maine which has just been received.
I wish to tell you that I am very pleased with the way you have handled the "Borestone" "Boarstone" controversy on page 81. Although I feel that you should have used the name
"Borestone" throughout and put "Boarstone" in parenthesis in view of the fact that the earliest
known record reveals the former name as having prior right, nevertheless, I think on the whole
that this is an impartial statement of the facts concerned with the name.
Nevertheless, may I suggest that an organization such as yours should always stand for the name
substantiated by the oldest records until they are disproved and therefore you should use
throughout your literature the name "Borestone" until its prior right is disproved. You could then
place "Boarstone" in parenthesis if you choose.
March 10, 1936. F. L. Hutchins, Stratton, Maine to J. F. Schairer
Dear Mr. Schairer:
It certainly gives me great pleasure to know that I am now really a member of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club. I have been much interested in this fine work for years and to think I
am not a member of A.T. Well—all I can say is I am grateful to all of you who have seen fit to
make me a member—Thanks! I have worked with my lifetime friend Warden Helon Taylor up
on the Sugar Loaf Mt. trail and I am going up again—just as soon as the snow is out of the
woods up there. That is a great region—Sugar Loaf. I think it is one of the finest views of all
from the summit of Sugar Loaf. I plan to make some 5 x 21 in. panoramic photos from up there
using INFRA RED film process of which I have done some work in. This process shows
mountain ranges that are actually invisible to the eye. My great hobbies are trail making and
photography. I have a very fine photographic outfit. Cost me over $200.00. Another longtime
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friend of mine—you have in Augusta—“Bob Stubbs”. I worked under him as Fire Warden for
several years as a Warden up in the Tumbledown Mt. region where I spent 12 summers. I have
always taken a great interest in all kinds of Forestry work and I shall take a great interest in the
A.T. work. If there is anything I can do to help you out on map work let me know as I have also
done much of that work. Again, let me say I’m with you in any and all A.T. work. You can rely
on that.
March 10, 1936. Ned K. Anderson, Chairman, Housatonic Section Connecticut Forest and
Park Association and ATC Board of Managers, to Walter Greene
My dear Mr. Greene:
I wish to acknowledge and thank you for the copy of the “Guide to Maine” on the A.T.
What a thorough job it is. I think that I realize the hardships in working up a trail of this kind
thru the wilderness and I think that you and Myron are the only two who could have
accomplished this task in the manner in which it was done.
I am looking forward to some time taking in this section with our group.
March 11, 1936. [Apparently an accounting update regarding the Maine Guide. Hand-written
notes.]
MAT funds

See letters 6/5/36 to Capital Offset

61.65
49.09
11.56 Bal.
($ 8 paid Guidebook)
55
Bridge Advance

AMC
28.45 MHA
7.64 Greene
5.00 Guides
9.00
“ Advance
49.09

See March 25th statement.

-------Guides

6/36 copy to Backus Forest Service

274 Delievered 3/10
17 Sent Out

3/27 2 defective copies found. Printer to furnish 24.

257
50 Heermance

4/2/36 $27.30 See letter March 16th. Delivery made Mar. 10
21.50
$48.80 remitted Schuetz

207
2 Campbell Chapman
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205
21 to be delivered
March 11, 1936. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
I am enclosing copy of a letter which I have written to Flynt.
The meeting at Lewiston was very successful. One of the best features was that Mr. Greaton was
there. We had a pleasant conversation on generalities. Bailey will take up immediately with the
other Clubs the matter of allocation of territory. He will concentrate on trying to get them to fix
in their program some particular time for this work in order to get it on a systemic basis.
The best part of my trip was the opportunity to get acquainted with you and to talk over previous
problems. Henceforth, I am claiming the privilege which everyone in the State seems to have and
am calling you by your first name.
As to the lecture and slides. Just let us know when you want them and we will send them on.
With the lecture and the printed matter, I think you will have ample material, 1 shall be using
them over this week-end at the New England Trail Conference. Other than that, they are not
booked for any particular time. We will wait to hear from you as to just when you want them.
cc Greene
March 11, 1936. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Flynt:
I don't know when you will be in a position to think about this matter but I wanted to take it up
with you to have your reaction. It relates to the development of something which you got
underway in Maine, and if my suggestions do not meet completely with favor, please do not
hesitate to say so. I was rather reluctant to broach the matter lest I might create a misimpression
but I felt that the possibility of accomplishing something warranted writing about it to you.
Greaton has told Sawyer that there was no possibility of the Development Commission joining
the Bangor & Aroostook Railroad, even for a limited contribution. I have sounded out the photooffset printer who put out the Guidebook and he has given me a quotation of $225.00 for 3,000
copies and $275 for 75 copies of the Silver Aisle, with all the photographs and everything set up
in the way in which you arranged them. Incidentally, the work which you did on this job has
most materially helped the project. They would use an enlarged type and the adjustable paper to
produce an even right-hand margin, and have assured us that the process will result in a highclass booklet. Mr. Sewall feels that he may be able to handle the expense of the bridge engineer
in some other way. If so, this would release $$55.00 held in the Maine Trail Club funds for this
purpose. Sawyer has asked the New England Trail Conference to help. If we were able to raise
enough money to get the booklet out in this fashion, would you approve of the procedure? Since
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you have done so much work on the project, I would not want to have anything undertaken
without fully receiving your sanction. I do feel that it would be invaluable to us to have this
publication, even though it would not be the perfect workmanship which would result from
having it done at Augusta.
The meeting of the representatives of the Maine Clubs was quite successful. There were
representatives from all of the groups, except the U. of M. Helon Taylor, Sawyer, Stubbs and
Sewall were there. Mr. Sewall and I discussed plans for next year. On Wednesday night, I gave
the same lecture on the Trail before the Bates Club. I feel that these two talks were extremely
valuable because they gave our key workers an appreciation of the entire picture, and the
increase in knowledge of the scope of the project will be beneficial. Incidentally, Mr.
Greaton was invited to the Lewiston meeting by Sawyer and attended. The Lewiston papers gave
the project very considerable publicity.
It is obvious that we can get no assistance of any sort whatever from the Development
Commission. So we shall completely abandon any thought in this connection. You have done
good missionary work here though and perhaps in the end it will accomplish something.
I think our exhibit was very successful. Its greatest drawback was the lack of free literature
explaining the Trail project and listing the publications. This can be remedied another time.
I have sent you your Guidebook to the above address and hope that you consider it a worthwhile
job. The next step is the lecture on the Trail at the New England Trail Conference this week-end
and I hope to get some assistance for the Maine work. Our Trail Conference funds for this year
will be extremely low and we shall have a very small amount, if any, to devote to maintenance
work in Maine. It will, however, hardly be required and in the Guidebook and exhibits we have
already expended a great deal of money for much needed publicity.
P. S. Since this letter was dictated, I have received the following from Mr. Sewall: “I have talked
with Mr. Connors about getting along without the $60. special fund which you raised for the
Sourdnahunk bridge. He thinks we can do it; therefore go ahead and use the $60 on the
publication.”
cc: Greene, Sewall
March 11, 1936. W. A. Hennessy, Bangor Chamber of Commerce, to Walter Greene
Dear Mr. Greene:
This is to thank you for the copy of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine which I am very
glad to have. I had the pleasure, the other day, of having a brief call from our friend Mr. Myron
Avery and to him I expressed my compliments on the excellence of this second edition.
March 11, 1936. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery {See letter March 16th}
Dear Avery:
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Herewith is the listing of the new camp sites on the Appalachian Trail:Piscataquis County
T. 2, R. 10
T. 3, R. 10
T. 3, R. 10
T. 1, R. 11
T. 2, R. 11

South Bank, Nesowadnehunk Deadwater on Appalachian Trail
Hunt Spur, Katahdin, on Appalachian Trail
Katahdin Stream, Katahdin Road on Appalachian Trail
Outlet Nahmakanta Lake on Appalachian Trail
Outlet Rainbow Lake on Appalachian Trail

Somerset County
Pierce Pond Twp.
Dead River Pl.
Sandy River Pl.,

Cold Brook, off Long Fall Road on Appalachian Trail
Mt. Bigelow Saddle on Appalachian Trail
Piazza Rock, between Mt. Saddleback and Long Pond

I do not believe that it will be advisable to list any of the others until some work has been done
on them. This leaves Yoke Ponds out. I am writing to Ray Viles, Sup’t of Rangeley C.C.C.
Camp, to find out just how much work they did on Sabbath Day Pond and Elephant Mountain.
I am sorry not to be able to attend the conference at Amherst on March 14th.
I enjoyed your lecture at Waterville and was sorry not to see you longer.
The Trail Guide for Maine is the best yet, and I thank you for it.
That was good publicity which you got for the trail last week. The Development Commission is
going in for Ski Trails now, as you will see in the enclosed clipping from the morning paper.
By and by the “AT” will be finished here in Maine and they will not have done a thing for it.
March 11, 1936. Article “Development of Facilities for Winter Sports is Local Problem.”
“Maine Development Commission Analyses Great Increase in Popularity of Seasonal
Recreation and Competitive Events.” “BUILDING OF SKI TRAILS IMPORTANT”
Winter sports activities in the state this year reached an all time high, Maine Development
Commission officials said yesterday in estimating an increase of “at least 400 per cent over any
previous year.
The estimate, it was said, was based on the increased patronage of snow trains; the added number
of winter carnivals; the reports of retail stores revealing an unprecedented demand for winter
sports equipment; a “decided” increase in the number of winter outing clubs; inquiries received
at the Commission office, and “general observation.”
Sectional Activities
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The bulk of sports activities, it was revealed, centered around three sections; Aroostook county,
the Moosehead Lake region, and the Fryeburg-Bridgton-Rumford section of the State.
Virtually every town of importance in Aroostook county sponsored a winter carnival this year,
the reports revealed. Attendance records in all localities which had held previous carnivals were
broken.
Snow trains from Bangor to Moosehead Lake, Dover-Foxcroft, and adjacent places hauled
approximately five times as many passengers as the preceding year.
Approximately ten times as many winter sports enthusiasts enjoyed the facilities of skiing,
snowshoeing, at Fryeburg and Bridgton in the western part of the State than last year, it was
reported.
Snow train patrons visiting Rumford were far in excess of previous years.
Retail Benefits
Many sporting goods stores said that January-February income from the sales of winter sports
equipment “was greater in 1936 than in any three previous years.”
Several manufacturers of skis, snowshoes, and toboggans reported that they were “unable to
keep pace with demand.”
Although they said that they were “highly pleased with the progress, made in stimulating interest
in winter sports during the winter, Commission officials pointed out that unless facilities for the
enjoyment of winter sports are increased and perfected that Maine cannot hope to cope with
“other states” in attracting winter visitors from the big metropolitan centers.
Revealing that obtaining federal help for the construction of ski trails and toboggan runs was
“out of the question” because of the ruling that government money cannot be spent on private
lands, the Commission said development of these facilities must come through appropriations by
towns desirous of being winter sports centers; the aid of outing clubs interested in the
advancement of Maine as a rendezvous for the outdoor-minded public; the donation of the use of
private lands by public spirited owners.
Ski Trails Popular
Down hill ski trails for novices, intermediates, and experts are most needed in Maine, it was said,
statistics revealing that this type of winter sport was by far the most popular during the winter. It
was added that the future publishing by the Commission of maps and other vital information to
winter sports enthusiasts was “contingent on the wide development of ski trails during the
coming spring, summer, and autumn,” the number of these trails now existing being too few to
justify printing costs.
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Expansion in the near future of the Maine Winter Sports Association, formed early in the winter
with the aid of the Commission, to include members from every section of the state was viewed
as one of the major steps in the development of Maine’s natural resources for winter sports.
Composed of members of various outing clubs, Maine colleges, and representatives of towns and
cities, the Association was described as having been “very active” during the winter in
promoting interest in snow sports and in constructing facilities.”
Week End Opportunity
Believing that one-day snow trains from Boston are “impractical” for all but the extreme western
part of the state, Commission officials predicted that the growth in popularity for week-end trips
would bring many thousands of visitors to Maine next year “provided that facilities for their
enjoyment and comfort” are made available, basing their forecast on the popularity of resorts up
to 300 miles distant from New York that did an “overflow” business this winter by attracting
week-end patronage.
March 14, 1936. Myron Avery to Miss Agnes E. Dresser, Maine Publicity Bureau
Dear Miss Dresser:
I am very pleased to have your letter of March 6th and we very much appreciate Mr. Coe's
cooperation in turning the matter over to you so that arrangements can be made for a display of
the Guidebook material.
We fully realize the possibilities of people taking this material, thinking it for free distribution,
and when I wrote Mr. Coe I was at pains to tell him that we assume the risk of having the
material disappear. It seemed important enough to have the exhibition to run this risk.
Our original thought was to have the Guidebook and maps displayed with an indication that they
could be obtained at our headquarters. Your suggestion that we send you 10 copies for
consignment goes beyond our original intention. It is, of course, very advantageous to have the
books locally available where they could be sold to interested people, rather than having them
write to Washington. If you feel that the matter of keeping track of the sales will not be too much
of a burden, we would be very glad to adopt your suggestion in this particular.
The exhibit which has been displayed at the Sportsmen' s Shows will be released at the end of
this week. I will then forward to you photographs as you have suggested. 1 have already sent,
under separate cover, three sets of the maps. My thought would be to have the Guidebook
exhibited and the maps also displayed, with the sign indicating that these are the maps in the
Guidebook. The roll of maps are arranged in geographical sequence, which it might be well to
follow. Thus, two of the maps are large scale maps covering the entire state. They are from
Katahdin to Maine Highway 4, and from Maine Highway 4 to the Maine-New Hampshire Line.
Then follow the detailed maps for part of this area; in order, they are Katahdin to East Branch,
White-cap, Barren-Chairback, Bodfish Farm to Moxie Lake and the Bigelow Range.
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We would also send you a prospectus for the Guidebook and order cards, which we could renew
as you require.
I appreciate that this is a rather involved letter in this matter, but it is of considerable importance
to us to have this material exhibited. Would you be in a position to prepare a sign or placard
which would indicate what the exhibit is? I might suggest the following:
"Maine Appalachian Trail Club. This Guide and accompanying maps may be purchased at the
desk for $1.00. A prospectus and cards, containing further information as to the Appalachian
Trail, are also available there."
cc: Greene, Sewall, Sawyer
March 15, 1936. LECTURE ON THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL (Prepared by The
Appalachian Trail Conference) (Time, One Hour)
{Copy in File 35. Copy Photographic File. Copy in Slide Box}
The Appalachian Trail is a continuous, marked footpath extending through the Mountain
wilderness of the eastern Atlantic States. It is a footway as distinguished from a motorway. It is a
skyline route along the crest of the ranges generally referred to as Appalachian. Hence the name
of the Trail. It extends from Katahdin, a massive granite monolith in the central Maine
wilderness, some 2043 miles south to Mt. Oglethorpe in northern Georgia. At the present time
this master trail has been completed, marked and measured except for some 40 miles in western
Malne. The Trail traverses 14 states; Virginia has the longest section with 500 miles,
approximately 25% of the total Trail mileage. Maryland has the shortest section with 39 miles.
The greatest elevation along the route is Clingman’s Dome in the Great Smokies, 6,641 ft.; the
Trail is only slightly above sea level at its crossing of the Hudson River.
The Appalachian Trail is the longest marked footpath in the world today and, perhaps, at any
time. But there have been many other long trails. One of the most famous in this country was the
Great Indian Warpath, extending along the Great or Appalachian Valley from the Creek territory
in Alabama north to Pennsylvania. It was the valley or lowland counterpart of the Appalachian
Trail; and the route of the bloody raids of the dreaded Six Nations or Iroquois south from New
York State. In Vermont there is the 260-mile LONG TRAIL, extending the length of the State
along the crest of the Green Mountains. In the west there has been projected the 2350-mile
PACIFIC CREST TRAIL, to extend from Canada to Mexico. Already completed and in constant
use are units of this system, such as the 260-mile Oregon Skyline Trail from Crater Lake to
Mount Hood, and the magnificent 184-mile John Muir trail in the High Sierras, from Yosemite
to Mount Whitney.
A project of such magnitude, as this 2,043-imile trail, might seem to have been the result of
many suggestions. It can, however, be traced very directly to one man - Benton MacKaye of
Shirley Center, Mass. Forester, philosopher and dreamer, MacKaye from his wanderings in the
New England forests had conceived the plan of a trail which, for all practical purposes, should be
endless. MacKaye also regarded the Trail as the backbone of a primeval environment, a sort of
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retreat or refuge from a civilization which was becoming too rapidly mechanized and developing
into a machine existence. MacKaye gave expression to his dream in an article, THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL AN EXPERIMENT IN REGIONAL PLANNING, in the October,
1921 issue of the Journal of American Institute of Architects. Others had advanced suggestions
of extensive through trails in the New England States but the conception of this super-trail, the
Appalachian Trail, was solely MacKaye’s. His proposal aroused interest among the leaders of
the outdoor clubs in the north. The clubs around New York City were the first to undertake
actual work on the Trail. Under the leadership of Raymond H. Torrey, the first section of the
Trail was opened and marked, in 1923, in the Palisades Interstate Park, west of the Hudson River
at Bear Mountain Bridge. Major William A. Welch, General Manager of the Interstate Park,
designed for this new trail the distinctive Appalachian Trail marker and monogram. The New
York-New Jersey Trail Conference was organized and the Trail was carried west toward the
Delaware River. Interest in the Trail project developed in Pennsylvania shortly thereafter.
To better gauge the extent of this undertaking, let us turn back some 14 years and survey the
existing trail systems which could be incorporated into the through Appalachian Trail and the
organized groups which could be enlisted to further the project. First, and most striking, is the
fact that all outdoor organizations in the East were then confined to New England and New York.
The Hudson River was the frontier to the south or west.
The existing trail systems which could be incorporated into this super-trail numbered four. First
there were the splendidly maintained Appalachian Mountain Club trails in the White Mountains
of New England. In Vermont the lower 100 miles of the rapidly developing Long Trail could be
utilized. Between the White and Green Mountains was the Dartmouth College Outing Club
trail system. In New York there were the comparatively narrow Bear Mountain and Harriman
sections of the Palisades Interstate Park. This was all--perhaps some 350 miles out of the
necessary 2050. Originally, however, the Trail was estimated to be only 1200 miles; its actual
development has shown the distance to be almost twice that. In addition to these four sections, in
the south there were the National Forests, where connected skyline trails have been subsequently
developed to a degree unanticipated by those who early planned the Trail route.
The first enthusiasm aroused by MacKaye’s proposal flared up, waned and, by 1926, had
practically died out. The project was moribund; it had degenerated into a fireside philosophy. It
was then that the late Arthur Perkins, a retired lawyer of Hartford, Connecticut, resurrected the
project and made it once again a vital, living thing. The enthusiasm and the momentum, which
he aroused, have survived and to these factors is due the practical completion of the Trail project.
It is very interesting to note that the Trail has been the pioneer. Interested individuals have
carried the route forward; then, after them, have come the Clubs to utilize and maintain the Trail.
One might have expected the reverse; that is, that the formation of the Clubs would precede the
Trail. By 1927 the frontier had receded to central Pennsylvania. But, with the exception of the 3
year-old isolated Smoky Mountains Hiking Club at Knoxville, Tenn., there were no mountain
clubs below Harrisburg. The penetration of the Southern Appalachians began in late 1927 with
the formation at Washington, D.C. of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club. Numerous other
Appalachian Trail Clubs were then organized, so that--with insignificant exceptions--the entire
Trail route is now apportioned among these energetic organizations. These Clubs, aiding in the
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Trail project, comprise The Appalachian Trail Conference. The Conference functions through a
Board of 18 managers, 3 being selected from each of the 6 Districts into which the Trail region is
divided. The Chairman of the Board acts as the Conference’s executive officer.
There have been many experiments in the development of a standard marker for the Trail. The
museum collection is extensive. (Show collection of markers.) The earliest marker was an
embossed, copper square with the Trail insignia. Its softness, however, rendered it too easy a
prey to souvenir hunters. So Mr. Perkins designed a diamond-shaped, galvanized iron marker
with the Trail monogram printed on it by a rubber stamp. The marker is then varnished. However,
the main reliance in marking the Trail is rectangular paint blazes, approximately 6 x 2 inches.
These are placed fore and aft--like highway markers--in the direction of travel. Experiments have
shown that titanium oxide paint has the greatest durability. White is the prevailing color, with
blue used for side trails. Because, however, of local conditions the main Trail in New York and
New Jersey is painted yellow; while in Connecticut and a small section of Vermont it is blue. To
standardize the marking technique, the Trail Conference has issued a printed MANUAL ON
TRAIL CONSTRUCTION FOR THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL. There is only one approved
blaze symbol. This is the double blaze--two super-imposed blazes or markers--which constitute a
warning of an obscure turn or change of direction, which might otherwise be overlooked.
Of primary importance is the issuing of Guidebooks to the Trail. The measuring of the Trail and
obtaining of trail data have kept progress with its actual construction. A great number of local
guides have crystallized into a series of 6 Guidebooks to the entire Trail. Four have been issued.
(Show and describe Guidebooks.) The Conference has also issued a comprehensive pamphlet
{[Footnote:] “THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL, obtainable from the Appalachian trail Conference,
901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C., at a cost of $.25.”}, detailing the history, route,
guidebook data and literature of the Trail project. (Show publication No. 5.)
And now with the aid of the lantern slide map, we shall-briefly follow the Trail route. (Note:
Show here A.T. lantern slide No. 171, map of Appalachian trail.)
From Katahdin in Maine, the Trail leads for 265 miles through an utter wilderness, past lake and
stream over a disconnected series of peaks. It meets the first pronounced mountain group in the
White Mountains of central New Hampshire, which it crosses from east to west. Near Rutland in
Vermont, the Trail turns south for 100 miles along the Green Mountains. In western
Massachusetts and northwestern Connecticut, the route leads along the Berkshire and Taconic
groups, the worn-down remnant of a much loftier range. The Hudson River is crossed at Bear
Mountain Bridge. Then the Trail leads, close to the New York-New Jersey line, over a seemingly
endless series of ridges to the Kittatinny Mountains at High Point Park, N.J. Here, for the first
time, a narrow ridge crest indicates the route. Beyond the Delaware River, this front range of the
Alleghenies becomes the Blue Mountain. After it crosses the Susquehanna River, the same range
assumes the name of North Mountain. After 7 miles along North Mountain in Pennsylvania,
occurs the first major change of route; the Alleghenies are left and the Trail crosses the
Cumberland Valley by secondary roads to the northern base of the Blue Ridge. Here commences
the Range which is followed to the southern terminus of the Trail. Through southern
Pennsylvania and Maryland, where it bears the name of South Mountain, the Blue Ridge
continues as a narrow crest line where Trail location offers few problems. Three hundred miles
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south, where the Roanoke River breaks through the Range in Virginia, the Blue Ridge forks.
These forks, sometimes 100 miles apart, form an immense oval, coming together again at
Springer Mountain in northern Georgia, some 20 miles from the southern terminus of the Trail.
Lofty, transverse ranges, enclosing beautiful elevated valleys, connect the two forks. The effect
is a massive ladder. The eastern rim or fork preserves the name Blue Ridge; the western rim is
divided into segments by the rivers which cross it. The major route problems of the Trail came
here--which fork to use and how much of each fork? There was one fixed point; the Trail must
pass through the Great Smokies, the master chain of the southern Appalachian Mountains,
located midway along the western rim. The route, ultimately selected, utilizes the eastern rim at
far as New River, then crosses the plateau between the rims to the western fork at the Iron
Mountain in southern Virginia and continues southwest. At the southern end of the Great
Smokies a cross-range, the Nantahala Mountains, leads back to the eastern rim or Blue Ridge,
which is followed uninterruptedly to the southern terminus of the Trail.
Now we will travel with the lantern slides the length of this 2043-mile trail, noting its high points.
- SLIDE A.T. 36 –
This is Katahdin—Indian for “biggest” mountain—northern terminus of the Appalachian Trail,
just 13 feet under a mile in height. Katahdin’s appearance is due to the glacier which stood
down over New England hundreds of thousands of years ago. This view is from the approach to
Katahdin from the east. It shows 3 enormous cirques hollowed out by the glacier. From their
bottoms sheer granite cliffs rise some 2000 feet to the summit. The literature of Katahdin is
probably more extensive than that of any other mountain in North America. The Trail
Conference is preparing an Annotated Bibliography of its literature.
- SLIDE A.T. 213 –
The Great Basin, one of the glacial cirques at Katahdin; the cliffs here go up some 2000 ft. from
Chimney Pond at their base.
- SLIDE A.T. 95 –
A part of the flat Tableland on the top of Katahdin which is some 5 or 6 miles long and over a
mile wide. This view shows the Knife-Edge almost encircling the Great Basin, one of the glacial
cirques at Katahdin. Chimney Pond is 2000 ft. below. The rounded dome at the left of the KnifeEdge is Pamola--the Indian Deity of the mountain. In 1804, the Indians told Charles Turner, the
first man to ascend Katahdin, that Pamola had destroyed every Indian who dared approach the
summit, so that none of them ventured near the mountain.
- SLIDE A.T.111 A view along the narrow Katahdin Knife-Edge. This shows the summit, formerly Monument
Peak, now named the Baxter Peak by the State Legislature and the U.S. Geographic Board in
recognition of the gift of the region to the State as a park by Ex-Governor Baxter of Maine.
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- SLIDE A.T. 97 Where the Appalachian Trail officially begins. The sign reads:
"Katahdin Terminus of the Appalachian Trail.
A mountain Footpath 2056 miles long to Mt.
Oglethorpe, Georgia”.
In the center is the veteran measuring wheel, which has traveled more of the Appalachian Trail
and its side trails, than any other mountaineer.
- SLIDE A.T. 175 The Hunt Spur down which the Trail descends from Katahdin’s Tableland.
- SLIDE A.T. 244 –
A view near the top of the Hunt Spur, where the Trail passes around enormous boulders. Note
the dwarf trees on each side of the Trail. The Katahdin flora is an Artic island--a relict of the
glacier. On the Tableland is stunted spruce, fir, willow and white birch, hardly as thick as one’s
wrist, yet ever a hundred years old.
- SLIDE A.T. 96 –
A glimpse of the lakes which surround Katahdin - lakes so numerous as to resemble shattered
fragments of a mirror. South Branch Ponds and The Traveler, reached by a short trail from
Katahdin, The Traveler derives its distinctive name from the fact that to voyageurs on the
Penobscot East Branch, it seemed that the mountain traveled with them.
- SLIDE A.T. 88 –
Wassataquoik Lake at the north base of Katahdin. Turner Mountain in the distance.
- SLIDE A.T. 94 How they traveled before the days of the school of Light-Weight Camping Equipment and 10-lb.
packs. This photo was taken in 1901 at an old camp on the Abol Trail up Katahdin. The man
with the lantern is George H. Witherle, who explored more thoroughly in the Katahdin region
than any other individual ever has. His extensive journals have been published. Only in 1933,
was located the last of Witherle’s unrediscovered discoveries.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 148 The hiker of today carries a much lighter load than his predecessors of half a century ago. This is
due to the missionary labors of a New England group, which developed the technique of lightweight camping equipment. Here is pictured 30-lb. load sufficient for one man for a week or 10
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days. The pack is the Bergans-Meis, developed in the Norwegian army. Its particular feature is
the metal frame which keeps sharp objects out of the back and prevents soaking of the contents
of pack by perspiration. The tent, which will shelter 2 men, weighs 3 pounds, complete. The
compact wool bat sleeping bag weighs only three pounds.
All this light-weight equipment is described in LIST 0f HIKING, CAMPING AND TRAIL
MAKING EQUIPMENT, issued by the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, Washington, D.C.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 149 –
This picture shows the various tools used by Trail Clubs in maintaining the trail. The main
reliance in trail work--except in heavy timber—is the 33-inoh pruning shears. The axes are the
Hudsons Bay brand, made by the Collins Company for the Hudson Bay trade. Note the peculiar
shape of the blade. The smaller size, unfortunately discontinued, was an ideal axe for blazing.
The paint comes in quart cans. Experiments have shown that titanium oxide has longest life and
best visibility. Note also the two types of weeders--very useful for cutting out summer growth.
They suggest a Gillette blade held in a forked stick. Note the fire rake, scythes, Maine Forestry
axe (combined axe and mattock) and the woodsman’s pal - a glorified machete.
- SLIDE A.T. 174 –
The site of the old Nesowadnehunk Dam on the Penobscot West Branch, where a bridge built by
the C.C.C. has replaced the former canoe crossing. Here occurred one of the epics of the
picturesque Maine lumbering days. Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm tells of the running of
Nesowadnehunk Falls in Chapter 1 of THE PENOBSCOT MAN. These falls were never run.
One batteau crew of 4 white men had carried the terrific weight of their batteau around the Falls
and were waiting for the second boat, manned by Big Sebattis Mitchell, a Passamaquoddy Indian,
and a Penobscot whose name has been forgotten. Suddenly the astonished crew saw a batteau
hover on the brink of the Falls, then plunge over the Falls; it emerged from the maelstrom at the
bottom and swept out of sight around a bend of the river. Inspired by the thrill of doing a ”beeg
t’ing” Big Sebat and his companion acted their role too well. When the white crew reached the
scene, both Indians were placidly smoking, with only a few Inches of water remaining in the
bottom of the batteau. The pride of the Penobscot men could not brook this challenge. Slowly
and painfully they lugged their batteau back to the head of the Falls. They, too, ran
Nesowadnehunk Falls but only two of the crew of four reached shore and the boat was smashed
to kindling wood. Perhaps the Indians merely expressed comparative values in those days, when
they said.
“Berry much she blame it us” (that is, himself) "that time John Loss". (Always to the
Indian mind John Ross, the head contractor of the drive, was the power that commanded
wind, logs, and weather.) "She don’ care so much 'cause drowned it man, 'cause she can
get blenty of it men; but dose e'er boats she talk 'bout berry hard.”
-SLIDE A.T. 132 –
And now we pause in our journey to greet the men who have made this Trail project a reality.
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Benton MacKaye – originator of the project and known as the “Nestor” of the Appalachian Trail.
--SLIDE A.T. 133 –
and the late Arthur Perkins, who resurrected the project when practically dead.
--SLIDE A.T. 158 –
Continuing the journey from the Penobscot River in Maine, the trail reaches the head of beautiful,
isolated Nahmahanta Lake, then swings west along Nesuntabunt Mountain to the foot of the
Lake. On the shore is Walter D. Greene, Broadway actor and Maine Guide, through whose labor
the trail in Maine became an actuality. Greene, almost single-handed, opened up 40 miles of trail
in Maine.
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 129 –
The original copper Appalachian Trail marker designed by Major Welch,
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 150 –
This shows the other regulation A.T. marker, the diamond-shaped galvanized-iron type. The trail
insignia are printed on the marker. By reason of lower cost ($.025) and greater resistance to
souvenir hunters, this type of markers is the one now generally used. Half an inch of the
galvanized iron nails, by which the marker is fastened, is left protruding to allow for the growth
of the tree.
--SLIDE A.T. 249 –
The standard method of marking the Appalachian Trail is by rectangular white paint blazes, five
by two inches [Note that earlier in this talk, Avery says “six by two inches”], which are placed
fore and aft in the direction of travel, like highway markers. Bureau of Standards experiments
have shown that titanium oxide paint has the longest life and also has the quality of being
luminous at night.
Trail workers on the Appalachian Trail commence their apprenticeship at a very early age.
--SLIDE A.T. 117—
Joe Mary Mountain, reached by a five and a half mile, blue-blazed side trail. This region was the
hunting ground of a famous Penobscot Indian Chief of that name.
--SLIDE A.T. 119—
A beaver house, such as is frequently seen in the Maine wilderness. This one is on Cooper Brook.
--SLIDE A.T. 208 –
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A very useful approach to the Appalachian Trail at the north end of the Barren-Chairback Range
is by way of Katahdin Iron Works. Beginning around 1870, there was a considerable
development of the iron industry in this locality. This slide shows the remains of one of the old
charcoal hearths. With the discovery of the extensive ore fields in the lake states, the industry
here waned, and, if revived, probably will be for the manufacture of sulphuric acid.
The Trail is some two miles from the end of the automobile road beyond Katahdin Iron Works.
- SLIDE A.T. 140 In 1933, after a feasible route had been developed for the route of the Trail, a formidable barrier-the densely covered spruce and fir Chairback- Barren Range of some 20 miles appeared in the
route. Here, Walter D. Greene, Broadway actor and Maine Guide, single-handed cut the Trail
along this ridge crest. It is one of the outstanding feats in Trail building in the eastern Atlantic
States.
- SLIDE A.T. 91 Boarstone Mountain over Onawa Lake - reached by a 2-mile blue-blazed side trail.
--SLIDE A.T. 219 –
This is the east peak of Mt. Bigelow, a range some 20 miles long, which stands guard over the
plains of the Dead River. It takes its name from an officer of Arnold’s Expedition, who is
reputed to have climbed it. Here the Trail route across Maine turns south toward Grafton Notch.
Two twin bare cones, and The Horns, similar in shape and only slightly lower, and The Tarn, a
high-lying mountain pond, are the features of this range. From where the Appalachian Trail turns
south, midway on the range, Game Warden Helon N. Taylor has cut a blue-blazed side trail
along the crest of the mountain extending west 3 miles to Stratton.
--SLIDE A.T. 220 –
This is the cone of the symmetrically-shaped Sugarloaf, Maine’s a second highest mountain.
Note how the mountains pile up to the west, an apt illustration of the wilderness through which
the Trail here leads. This is one of a group of some 11 mountains in western Maine, averaging
4,000 feet in elevation and, outside of Katahdin, easily second in interest in the state.
--SLIDE A.T. 223 –
Saddleback Mountain, which owes its name to its peculiar shape. This is a well-known peak
above the Rangeley Lakes, with a Maine Forest Service lookout tower. In the background is Mt.
Sugarloaf.
--SLIDE A.T. 82 –
A jump of 50 miles across the unfinished section of Trail in Maine carries us to Old Speck, near
the Maine-New Hampshire line, where commence the Appalachian Mountain Club trails.
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--SLIDE A.T. 33 –
This map shows the Trail route through the White Mountains, down the Mahoosuc and CarterMoriah Ranges to Pinkham Notch, then down the Presidential Range, across the Pemigewasset
Wilderness, along the Franconia and Kinsman Ranges to Moosilauke, where the Dartmouth
Outing Club trail system commences. The circles indicate the A.M.C. huts, where lodging and
meals are available.
--SLIDE A.T. 235 –
Pinkham Notch, the headquarters of the Appalachian Mountain Club hut system. Mt.
Washington is in the background. It is now a headquarters for skiing in winter.
--SLIDE A.T. 1 –
Glen Ellis Falls, a short distance from the Pinkham Notch Camps.
--SLIDE A.T. 79 –
Huntington Ravine, one of the glacial cirques on Mt. Washington. Its ascent is one of the most
difficult trails in the east. The Appalachian Trail is a short distance back to the headwall.
--SLIDE A.T. 236 –
There has been, in the past seven years, a tremendous growth of interest in skiing in the New
England States. The White Mountains have become almost more frequented in winter than in
summer. During the last five years, from Boston alone snow trains have carried 59,000 people to
the skiing centers of New England.
This photograph shows skiers in Tuckerman Ravine, probably the finest skiing locality in the
Eastern United States and at its best over Memorial Day, when the rest of the Trail, to the south,
is sweltering.
- SLIDE A.T, 76 Traveling south along the Presidential Range--another rock ridge planned [planed] bare by the
glacier. To the right is Mt. Madison which the Trail climbs from Pinkham Notch Huts. In the
center is Mt. Adams. This view is from the Carriage Road up Mt. Washington looking across the
Great Gulf.
- SLIDE A.T. 237 –
The A.M.C. Madison Springs Huts, located in a sag between Madison and Adams, shown on the
preceding slide.
--SLIDE A.T. 77 –
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Mt. Jefferson (5725 ft.) 3rd peak from the north in the section of the Presidentials, known as the
Northern Peaks. In front are the two “knees” of Jefferson.
--SLIDE A.T. 187 –
A view of Mt. Washington and the Northern Peaks from the air. To right are Tuckerman and
Huntington Ravines and the Great Gulf. These are enormous glacial cirques.
--SLIDE A.T. 4 –
Stunted fir near summit of Mt. Washington. The Flora of the Presidential Range, like that of
Katahdin, is Arctic. The A.M.C. KATAHDIN GUIDE states that, with the exception of the
Sequoia trees of the Pacific Coast, these are the oldest living things.
--SLIDE A.T. 191 –
The summit of Mt. Washington from the air, showing the Carriage Road and the buildings on the
summit. Here a hotel is operated during the summer season.
--SLIDE A.T. 78 –
South of Mt. Washington the Presidential Range is known as the Southern Peaks. The
Appalachian Trail leads along the crest and descends to Crawford Notch at the right
middleground of the slide.
--SLIDE A.T. 190 –
The lower end of the Southern Peaks showing Oakes Gulf, a tremendous chasm between the
Southern Peaks and Montalban Ridge.
--SLIDE A.T. 8 –
Looking over Crawford Notch from Mt. Willard to Mount Webster from which Trail descends
very steeply some 2500 ft. to Crawford Notch, one of the historic passes in the White Mountains.
To demonstrate its value for a road, in 1778 the discoverer of the pass, Nash, with the aid of one
Sawyer, agreed with Governor Wentworth to take a horse through the pass in return for a grant
of land. It is reported that in getting through, in at least one place, the horse was lowered with
ropes. The road was built the next year with the proceeds of a confiscated Tory estate.
--SLIDE A.T. 160 –
Zealand Notch on the Appalachian Trail In New Hampshire. Mt. Carrigain in the background.
--SLIDE A.T. 161 –
The A.M.C. Zealand Falls Hut
--SLIDE A.T. 74 –
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Mt, Lafayette, 5249 ft., in the Franconia Range. This photo is taken from near the A.M.C.
Greenleaf Hut.
--SLIDE A.T. 192 –
Franconia Ridge from Lonesome Lake. Showing the A.M.C. Huts on Lonesome Lake. Mt.
Lafayette is at the left and Mt. Lincoln in the center on the Skyline.
--SLIDE A.T. 3 –
Profile Lake in Franconia Notch in the White Mountains. Looking north. To the left is Profile or
Cannon Mountain, which the Trail ascends. On its crest is a natural stone table, superimposed on
a boulder, which seen, from below, assumes the shape of a cannon.
--SLIDE A.T. 12 –
An unforgettable part of the White Mountains. The Profile which gives its name to the mountain.
--SLIDE A.T. 14 –
The Great Stone Face of Hawthorne’s immortal story of the Judging Christ in the story of the
quest for that representation by the Italian painter, Casola, as told by Edward Roth. There is also
a story about the Great Stone Face, attributed to Daniel Webster. He said: Men hang out signs to
indicate their profession. Thus a watchmaker hangs out the sign of a watch, a dentist hangs out a
tooth as a sign, but up in these mountains God hung out the sign of a man to show that he made
men in New Hampshire.
The ledges, which form the Profile, were found in 1914 to be slipping and they are now fastened
to the mountain by enormous turnbuckles.
--SLIDE A.T. 200 –
Here at Sherburne Pass in Vermont, the Appalachian Trail turns south and then follows the Long
Trail of the Green Mountain Club for 100 miles to the Massachusetts line. In the foreground is
the commodious G.M.C. Long Trail Lodge, where the 1934 A.T. Conference was held. Pico
rises 3967 feet directly back of the lodge.
--SLIDE A.T. 202 –
One of the delightful bodies of water which the trail passes in Vermont. Looking over
Shrewsbury Pond. In the background is Killington, a splendid peak - the finest traversed by the
Appalachian Trail in Vermont. With Mansfield and Camels Hump or Couching [Crouching?]
Lion, it forms the triad of Vermont’s best peaks;
--SLIDE A.T. 203 –
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An instance of the variety on the Trail in Vermont is the gorge of Clarendon River. The Trail
leads along the edge of the gorge and to stumble or slip here would mean, at the best, a very cold
bath.
--SLIDE A.T. 204 –
A sign post of the Long Trail. This is at the Trail crossing of the Brattleboro-Bennington road, 14
miles north of Massachusetts.
--SLIDE A.T. 229 –
This is Mt. Greylock, the highest mountain in Massachusetts. It is one of the distinctive peaks of
New England, possessing many alpine features. It has long been the playground of the Williams
College Outing Club has a well-developed trail system, which, of late, has been developed for
skiing.
--SLIDE A.T. 34 –
A long jump to Mohawk Mountain on the Appalachian Trail in Connecticut - a reminder of the
eastern raids of these savage warriors.
--SLIDE A.T. 173 –
Where the Trail crosses the Hudson River-- the lowest elevation on the Trail route. In the
background is Bear Mountain in the Palisades Interstate Park, the first completed section of the
Appalachian Trail.
--SLIDE A.T. 193 –
Delaware Water Gap. One of the well-known resorts along the trail; it has been frequented for
over 100 years. Here commences the section of Trail assigned to the Blue Mountain Club of
Pennsylvania. Three alternative crossings of the River from the New Jersey shore are available
here.
--SLIDE A.T. 194 –
The mountains come steeply down to Delaware Water Gap. To right is Mt. Tammany; to left is
Mt. Minsi.
--SLIDE A.T. 195 –
A view north from Delaware Water Gap toward the well-known Pocono Mountains.
--SLIDE A.T. 196 –
The narrow uniform crest of the Blue Mountain, as seen from the valley to the south.
--SLIDE A.T. 198 –
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Where the Trail crosses the Lehigh River. Here commences the section of Trail assigned to the
Blue Mountain Eagle Climbing Club, a unique organization of one hundred men and no women.
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 145 –
A map showing the route of the Trail south from the Susquehanna River to Tennessee. Here (2)
is where the Trail leaves the Alleghenies and climbs to the Blue Ridge (3). Here are the Michaux
and Mont Alto State Forests in Pennsylvania (5 and 6). In Northern Virginia (15-24) is
Shenandoah National Park, beyond is 100 miles of the National [sic] Bridge Division of the
George Washington National Forest (27-33), then 180 miles of privately owned land. The Unaka
National Forest commences at New River, where the Trail swings back to the western rim.
--SLIDE A.T. 228 –
This is a typical example of the leanto or open shelter, where the traveler must bring complete
equipment and food. It is a type of structure common along the Trail.
Shelters--closed and open--are absolutely essential to the Trail. The ideal is a continuous chain of
such structures at intervals of a moderate day's journey, say 10 miles. In many sections, such as
the White and Green Mountains and parts of Pennsylvania and Virginia, this goal has been
accomplished. Available public accommodations have also been carefully sought out and
indicated in the Trail data. This meets the needs of the non-camping hiker. Even in the Maine
wilderness, one may tramp 180 miles for 18 days and find, each night, satisfactory public
accommodations in the form of a sporting camp, an institution peculiar to Maine. In the territory
of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club in Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia, a similar 14day trip of 190 miles is possible.
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 126 –
Deer are seen very frequently along the Appalachian Trail in Southern Pennsylvania.
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 124 –
Old Charcoal hearths and iron furnaces are frequently seen along the Trail. This one, at
Caledonia Park on the Trail, belonged to Thaddeus Stephens. It was burned by Early in the
Gettysburg campaign of 1863. The event probably did not tend to soften the bitterness later
displayed by Stephens in the Reconstruction Days.
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 130 –
Chimney Rock just above the Potomac River, where the Trail enters West Virginia,
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 146 –
The Potomac Appalachian trail Club Range View Shelter.
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--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 86 –
Twenty miles of the crest line Appalachian Trail in the Virginia Blue Ridge. Center background
is Mt. Marshall, formerly a part of the Blue Ridge lands of the famous Chief Justice. In the
center is Marys Rock above Thornton Gap and the Lee Highway.
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 151 –
Another typical scene of the Blue Ridge territory. This view is from the Bluff Trail in the
Northern Shenandoah National Park.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 134 –
The original P.A.T.C. Sexton Shelter; picturesque Old Rag Mountain in background. This shelter
was torn down and has been replaced by the larger Sexton Shelter in the George Washington
National Forest.
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 136 –
The Great Stone Face of the South--Stony Man Mountain in the Shenandoah National Park.
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 85 –
Stony Man Mountain from one of the cabins at Skyland, a widely known mountain resort and
destined to be the recreational center of the Shenandoah National Park.
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 90 –
Hemlocks at Furnace Spring on the Appalachian Trail at Skyland. Copper ore from Stony Man
Mountain was smelted here prior to the Civil War.
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 76 –
An odd cloud over the Shenandoah Valley, which separates the Blue Ridge and Allegheny
Mountains. In the center is Masanutten Mountain, which divides the valley in two halves.
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 68 –
The Shenandoah National Park is noted for the beauty of its waterfalls. White Run drops 1500 ft.
within a mile. It has 6 cascades, over 50 ft. each. This is the first fall.
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 74 –
The Third falls in White Oak Canyon.
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 143 –
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Hawksbill Mountain (4041 ft.), the highest Peak on the Appalachian Trail south of Killington in
Vermont. Here is a dense growth of spruce and fir, a rare species in these latitudes.
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 108 –
Another Blue Ridge waterfall--on Cedar Run at the base of Hawksbill Mountain.
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 141 –
The schoolhouse built for Blue Ridge Mountain children by former President Hoover, near his
Rapidan Camp and just east of the Appalachian Trail.
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 139 –
Old Rag--a picturesque mountain off the Blue Ridge, reached by marked side trails.
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 105 –
A mountain family in a hollow near the Trail (Boot Dodson in Hazel Hollow). These people
came into these mountain hollows and were left behind by a civilization which moved westward.
The names of the mountaineers are those of distinguished American families.
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 103 –
A typical mountaineer’s cabin. In use among these people, one finds many words now obsolete.
Thus your pack is referred to as a “poke”, the cow in the field, if the hollow is rich enough to
possess one, is a “beef critter”, the hemlock is a “sprucepine”, the spruce is the “he-balsam” and
fir is a “she-balsam”.
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 116 –
The beginning of the Natural Bridge Division of the George Washington National Forest.
Southwest from Bald Mountain.
--SLIDE A. T. 21 –
Where the Trail crosses the James River.
--SLIDE A. T. 24 –
The Natural Bridge of Virginia, a few miles from the Trail. The Lee Highway crosses the top of
the Bridge.
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 63 –
Camp Kewanzee on Apple Orchard Mountain on top of the Blue Ridge. Its proprietor is Gus
Welch, noted former Carlisle Indian athlete.
--SLIDE A. T. 114 –
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Sharp Top, one of Virginia’s famous Peaks of Otter.
--SLIDE A. T. 17 –
Near where the Trail crosses the Nolichucky River in Tennessee in the Unaka National Forest.
(Flattop 5000 ft. in background, reached by a side trail.)
--SLIDE A. T. 184 –
Where the Great Smokies begin—the Master Chain of the Southern Appalachians. In the
centerground is White Rock or Sharp Top rising above the Big Pigeon River, the eastern
boundary of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. Mt. Guyot, the third highest peak east of
the Mississippi, is in the foreground.
--SLIDE A. T. 38 –
A view of the summit of Sharp Top or White Rock, 5500 ft.
--SLIDE A. T. 40 –
Mt. Guyot, 6620 ft., a dense mass of spruce and fir, third highest peak east of the Mississippi. It
is named for Arnold Guyot, a Swiss scientist, whose ten years of exploration in the Appalachian
Mountains have never been equaled.
--SLIDE A. T. 45 –
A typical cross-section of the Great Smokies. This photo might be almost anywhere. It shows
how these ridges pile up in an endless fashion.
--SLIDE A. T. 46 –
In the Great Smokies, Mt. Kephart (center), named for the late Horace Kephart, noted authority
on woodcraft. Mr. Kephart did much to promote the Appalachian Trail in the south.
--SLIDE A. T. 185 –
Mt. Le Conte--an outlier of the Great Smokies. From its immediate base to its summit, it is said
to be the highest mountain in the eastern states. This view is from the air, showing the three tops.
The State Line between Tennessee and North Carolina is in the middleground.
--SLIDE A. T. 52 –
Rainbow Falls on Mt. Le Conte. The Trail from Cherokee Orchard at Gatlinburg passes
underneath the Falls.
--SLIDE A. T. 49 –
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A frosty morning at the cabin on the summit of Le Conte. Note the dense growth of spruce and
fir, which is characteristic of the ridge crest of eastern Smoky. One would think that he was in
the north woods.
--SLIDE A. T. 53 –
Alum Cave Bluff on Mt. Le Conte. Various salts were mined here before the Civil War and
taken out on horseback. The figure at the bottom of the picture indicates the size of the cave.
--SLIDE A. T. 54 –
The Chimneys—fantastically shaped, eroded peaks just west of the one Highway, which crosses
the Great Smokies at Newfound Gap. They offer a steep scramble.
--SLIDE A. T. 59 –
Clingman’s Dome, 6641 ft., the highest point on the Appalachian Trail.
--SLIDE A. T. 183 –
The Great Smokies west from Siler’s Bald; some 30 miles of the State Line. West of the
Highway, which crosses the Great Smokies at Newfound Gap, the character of the region
changes. Hardwoods replace the spruce and fir of eastern Smoky; and the narrow crest-line ridge
broadens. One of the stunts in travelling this section is to watch for the last conifer.
--SLIDE A. T. 62 –
Thunderhead in the Great Smokies. These “balds” are frequent in the southern Appalachians.
There is no satisfactory biological explanation for the absence of trees on their summits. The
name Thunderhead is very much a misnomer for the quiet and peace of this scene.
--SLIDE A. T. 65 –
Gregory, another bald in the Great Smokies.
--SLIDE A. T. 186 –
Parsons Bald, near the western end of the Great Smokies.
--SLIDE A. T. 70 –
Lake Santetlah in view from the Trail on Yellow Creek Mountains. It is the result of a power
dam on the Cheoah River.
--SLIDE A. T. 71 –
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Nantahala Gorge at the base of Nantahala Mountains, where the Trail swings from the Great
Smokies back to the Blue Ridge. The word is Cherokee for "Land-of-Noonday-Sun'’, meaning
that the gorge was so deep that the sun’s rays could penetrate its depths only at noon.
--SLIDE A. T. 18 –
Doomed to be soon a lost species--a chestnut. Great forests of chestnuts have been exterminated
by the chestnut blight, a fungus growth which spread south in 1906 from Grand Central Park In
New York City. Only in the southern Appalachians will be found trees not yet attacked by the
blight. The species was formerly of very considerable commercial importance. The dead trees
can still be used as a source of tannic acid.
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 9 –
A blight victim and a problem in trail maintenance. This is the famous English folding cross-cut
saw in use.
--SLIDE A. T. 28 –
Purple rhododendron in the Nantahala.
--SLIDE A. T. 16 –
Mountain laurel known to the Mountaineers as ivy. The rhododendron is laurel. Note the fawn
hidden in the laurel at the base of the photograph.
--SLIDE A. T. 27 –
A famous peak in the southern Blue Ridge --Grandfather Mountain. It derives its name, either
from its profile or the hoary beard-like appearance of the rhododendron and laurel on its crest,
when covered with frost.
--SLIDE A. T. 25 –
Looking Glass Mountain in the Pisgah National Forest. Like Grandfather, this peak is not on the
Appalachian Trail. This peak is in the Pisgah National Forest and the photo is shown because of
its odd appearance.
--SLIDE A. T. 32 –
Blood (right) and Slaughter (center) Mountains in the Cherokee National Forest. The former is
Georgia's highest peak on the Appalachian Trail. The names are reminiscent of an early Indian
battle. Forty miles beyond is Mt. Oglethorpe, the southern terminus of the Appalachian Trail,
where the Appalachian Mountains end abruptly.
--SLIDE A. T. 205 –
We are now at the southern end of the Blue Ridge. This is Mt. Oglethorpe. As this rather
unsatisfactory view indicates, Mt. Oglethorpe is not, in itself, an impressive mountain. Its
distinctiveness lies in the fact that it is the southern end of the Appalachian Chain.
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--SLIDE A. T. 206 –
This is the memorial, on the summit of Mt. Oglethorpe, to the founder of the colony of Georgia.
This towering white shaft is the southern zero milestone of the Appalachian Trail. Beyond is the
flat coastal plain. The mountains are no more. Our 2050 mile journey has ended.
--SLIDE P.A.T.C. 24 –
These typical scenes bring us to the end of the Appalachian Trail. Our journey ends in autumn,
when the woods are a riot of color--flaming crimson, burnished gold and the deepest of yellows.
We thus take our leave of the Appalachian Trail, a master footpath, remote for detachment,
narrow for chosen company, winding for leisure and lonely for contemplation. It leads not
merely north and south but upward to the body, mind and spirit of men.
LIST OF LANTERN SLIDES FOR APPALACHIAN TRAIL LECTURE (113 SLIDES)
[Order of presentation is from upper left to lower right]
A.T. 171 (Map)
A.T. 213
A.T. 95
A.T. 97
A.T. 175
A.T. 244
A.T. 96
A.T. 88
A.T. 94
P.A.T.C. 148
P.A.T.C. 149
A.T. 174
A.T. 132
A.T. 133
A.T. 158
P.A.T.C. 129
(broken)
P.A.T.C. 150
A.T. 249
A.T. 117
A.T. 119
A.T. 208
A.T. 91
A.T. 219

A.T. 220
A.T. 223
A.T. 62
A.T. 33
A.T. 235
A.T. 1
A.T. 79
A.T. 236
A.T. 76
A.T. 237
A.T. 77
A.T. 187
A.T. 4
A.T. 191
A.T. 78
A.T. 190

A.T. 14
A.T. 208
A.T. 202
A.T. 203
A.T. 204
A.T. 229
A.T. 34
A.T. 173
A.T. 193
A.T. 194
A.T. 195
A.T. 196
A.T. 198
P.A.T.C. 145
A.T. 228
P.A.T.C. 126

P.A.T.C. 85
P.A.T.C. 90
P.A.T.C. 76
P.A.T.C. 88
P.A.T.C. 74
P.A.T.C. 143
P.A.T.C.108
P.A.T.C. 141
P.A.T.C. 139
P.A.T.C. 105
P.A.T.C. 103
P.A.T.C. 116
A.T. 21
A.T. 24
P.A.T.C. 63
P.A.T.C. 114

A.T. 46
A.T. 185
A.T. 52
A.T. 49
A.T. 53
A.T.54
A.T. 59
A.T. 183
A.T. 62
A.T. 65
A.T.186
A.T. 70
A.T. 71
A.T. 18
P.A.T.C. 9
A.T. 28

A.T. 8
A.T. 160
A.T. 161
A.T. 74
A.T. 192
A.T. 3
A.T. 12

P.A.T.C. 124
P.A.T.C. 130
P.A.T.C. 146
P.A.T.C. 86
P.A.T.C. 151
P.A.T.C. 134
P.A.T.C. 136

A.T. 17
A.T. 242
A.T. 241
A.T. 184
A.T. 38
A.T. 40
A.T. 45

A.T. 27
A.T. 25
A.T. 32
A.T. 205
A.T. 206
P.A.T.C. 24

March 16, 1936. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
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I have your letter of March 11th and appreciate your bearing in mind to give me the listing of
new campsites on the Appalachian Trail. I do know that the Elephant Mountain Shelter is
finished, for I saw it and it is a very fine piece of work. From what Viles told me, I understand
that the Sabbath Day Pond one was finished also. At Yoke Pond, there has been, to my
knowledge, since 1933, a public campsite sign. Of course, there is no lean-to here. So, unless
there is some local problem of which the both of us are aware, it would seem that the Sabbath
Day and Elephant Mountain Shelters could be listed.
I have seen some very fine clippings of long releases on the Guidebook which appeared in the
Bangor papers. I am wondering if the Augusta or Lewiston papers made similar use of our
release on the book.
I am pleased to have your word of praise for the Guidebook.
March 16, 1936. Myron Avery to Harold G. Bailey, President, Bates College Outing Club
Dear Ace:
I have sent to you, under separate cover, 2 sets of photographs. Professor Heermance is to mail
to you direct, the photos for “The Silver Aisle”, which are our best photos.
I am also sending to you, under separate cover, a carbon of the Silver Aisle and the manuscript of
what I wrote for the 1936 issue of IN THE MAINE WOODS. When you look over this material,
you can let me know what is available.
I am not writing Mrs. Whitney until I hear from you and you return to me the photos you do not
wish to use. I will then take up matters with her.
March 16, 1936. Myron Avery to Capital Offset Printers, Attn: Mr. Thoeing
Gentlemen:
I confirm the advice given to me by Mr. Thoeing that on Tuesday, March 10th, 264 additional
Guides were delivered to 901 Union Trust Building and that from this number you will have 50
copies sent to Professor E. L. Heermance, New England Trail Conference, 216 Church St., New
Haven, Connecticut. Previously, you had delivered 216 copies; one defective copy has been
returned, Thus, 21 copies more are to be delivered to us.
We also understand that, in keeping with the contract arrangements, you have sufficient pages
and maps to bind up 100 additional copies in the event that we are able to order them.
Mrs. Williams is forwarding to you the amount of $14.00, which we believe completes the first
payment of $225.
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You have informally advised us of the possibility of your assigning the account. Until we receive
formal notice from the assignee of the assignment, we shall continue to understand that payments
are to be made to you.
cc: Mrs. Williams
March 16, 1936. Myron Avery to Miss Ferne Ingalls, Lubec, Maine
Dear Miss Ingalls:
I have been somewhat delayed in sending you the note which you asked for the Quoddy Light. I
trust that what I am enclosing will be what you wish. If not, please do not hesitate to let me
know.
A NEW RECREATIONAL FEATURE OF MAINE
For those of us who live at Lubec, with the ocean to the South and, to the north an almost
limitless forest wilderness, it is a very natural thing to find recreation in the woods--either in
tramping, fishing, hunting or canoeing. Of late, an appreciation has been developing that one of
Maine's greatest latent resources lies in what the State has to offer the vacationist. The Maine
link of the Appalachian Trail is an aspect of this program. The Appalachian Trail is a continuous
marked footpath extending along the crest of the mountains in the Eastern Atlantic states, from
Katahdin in Maine some 2043 miles south to Mt. Oglethorpe in northern Georgia. It is a footpath,
a route for walkers, not a road or motorway. This Trail is the amateur recreational project of
mountaineering clubs in the east, federated as The Appalachian Trail Conference, with
headquarters at 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C.
At the present time, the Maine link of this super-trail has been completed, with the exception of
two 20-mile links in western Maine. After considerable study and planning of the route, the
development of the Trail in Maine was begun in 1933, and extended as far west as Mt. Bigelow.
In 1935, the Trail was made an item of the C.C.C. program. Crews from each of the four C.C.C.
Camps adjacent to the Trail improved the existing Trail, widened it, removed bushes and dead
falls, and constructed about 30 miles of new Trail. The result is a trail, which, for outstanding
scenic attraction, interest, variety of route and excellence of condition, is practically unequalled.
Many highways afford easy access to the Trail, permitting short trips along it. The Trail is
marked by white paint blazes, which unerringly indicate the direction through the Maine
wilderness. As far west as Mt. Bigelow, accommodations at attractively located sporting camps
may be found at intervals of an easy day's journey. In addition, a series of lean-tos or open
shelters are planned along the route; seven were constructed last year.
This brief note cannot attempt to tell of the new opportunities for exploration, beauty and wealth
of interest to be found through the medium of this contribution to the recreational features of
Maine. For he who travels this route there opens up an allurement as endless as the Trail itself.
March 16, 1936. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery {See letters March 11.}
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Dear Avery:
I have just received a letter from Ray Viles of the Rangeley C.C.C., and he advises that they built
lean-tos on the Appalachian Trail at both Sabbath Day Pond and on Elephant Mountain, so I will
incorporate this in our camp site directory.
Yoke Ponds are the only places that I am now uninformed about definitely.
March 17, 1936. Corrections in Maine Guidebook
Additions to Footnote ________.
See THE INDIAN NAMES OF TWO MAINE MOUNTAINS, by Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, The
New England Quarterly, March, 1936.
Insert in Foreword:
To acquire familiarity with the trees in Maine, the traveler along the Trail should obtain, gratis,
from The Forest Service, Augusta, Maine, the pamphlet, FOREST TREES OF MAINE. Other
bulletins, obtainable from the Forest Service, describe its history and organization. Particularly
interesting are THE FORESTS OF MAINE (Bulletin No. 8) and MANUAL OF FOREST
INSECTS (Bulletin No. 6).
*****
The traveler who wishes to become familiar with the principles of first aid as applicable to
injuries which might be experienced along the Trail, should consult the appropriate chapter in
GUIDES TO PATHS IN THE BLUE RIDGE, issued by the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club,
Washington, D. C., or FIRST AID AFIELD, by Paul W. Gartner (Macmillan Company).
Maine Bibliography:

*****

Add under Avery:
TRAIL DEVELOPMENTS IN MAINE, In the Maine Woods 1936, pp. 95-102.
Add under Farrar:
CAMP LIFE IN THE WILDERNESS, A. Williams & Company, 1882. 224 pp. A story
of the Rangeley Lakes regions (refers to the features of Black Brook Notch).
Add under Farrar, after reference to Androscoggin Guide:
The first edition, under the caption of RICHARDSON AND RANGELEY LAKES, 1876,
Farrar and Johnson, 127 pp., with map, appeared in 1876.
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Lenderking, Ruth K. A DAY ON THE TRAIL, Bulletin, Potomac Appalachian Trail Club
April, 1936.
*****
Maine Forest Service. FOREST TREES OF MAINE, 1932, 84 pp. A descriptive manual
of the trees to be found in Maine.
*****
BRIEF HISTORY AND PRESENT ORGANIZATION. 1929, 23 p
*****
Peirson, H. B.

MANUAL OF FOREST INSECTS. Bulletin No. 6, Maine Forest Service,
1927, 130 pp.
*****

Philbrick, Shailer S. THE CONTACT METAMORPHISM OF THE ONAWA PLUTON,
PISCATAQUIS COUNTY, MAINE. American Journal of Science, Vol.
31, pp. 1-40, 1936. Contains a geological map of The Onawa region.
Wilkins, Austin

THE FORESTS OF MAINE. Bulletin No. 8, Maine Forest Service, 1932.
107 pp., illustrated, bibliography.

March 19, 1936. Myron Avery to Professor E. L. Heermance
Dear Professor Heermance:
When I left, I neglected to ask if you could have mailed to Harold G. Bailey, President, Bates
Outing Club, Lewiston, Maine, the photographs which accompany the "Silver Aisle", as Mr.
Bailey plans a number of newspaper articles and can use the pictures in that connection.
The meeting was a very enjoyable experience and I am greatly pleased to have had the
opportunity to talk with you at length about so many matters of mutual interest.
cc Mr. Bailey
March 19, 1936. Myron Avery to Miss Agnes E. Dresser, Maine Publicity Bureau
Dear Miss Dresser:
Supplementing my recent letter, I trust that you have received the three sets of maps which have
been mailed to you. The photographs are being sent under separate cover from Amherst,
Massachusetts, and you should have them this week.
I am having sent to you, for display, two guidebooks and about 50 of the prospectus of the Maine
Guide, and the order cards. With these, I believe you will be in a position to make up the exhibit
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in keeping with the suggestions of my last letter. If you still wish us to send about 10 Guides on
consignment, we will do so.
We very much appreciate your help in this connection.
cc: Mrs. Williams:- Will you please send to Miss Dresser 2 Guidebooks and about 50 of the
prospectus and order cards?
March 19, 1936. Myron Avery to Ray Viles, Superintendent, Rangeley C.C.C. Camp
Dear Mr. Viles:
I trust that you have received from Mr. Sewall a copy of the Maine Guidebook. If you have not,
do not hesitate to remind me of it.
I have been wondering how far the truck trail has come along and just where it will hit the
Houghton-Oquossoc road. I would appreciate your letting me know what has happened during
the winter. I have just had a letter from Mr. Stubbs, which brought the matter back to mind.
March 19, 1936. Walter Greene to Charles A. Hobein
Dear Mr. Hobein:
I have received your letter and I appreciate your words of commendation of the Maine
Guidebook and the interest you have expressed. I thought, however, that I had better clear up
what was perhaps a misunderstanding on your part. This Guidebook was sent to you at the
direction of M. H. Avery, who is the Overseer of Trails of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. As
I recall the matter, Mr. Avery said that you had done some very much needed trail measuring in a
section where no one else seemed to be willing to undertake this task and that he wanted you to
have a copy of the Guide, with the thought that it might serve as a model to induce you to
translate the measurements into a descriptive account of the route. This is as I recall the matter.
We shall, of course, welcome any constructive suggestions which you have to offer.
March 19, 1936. Myron Avery to H. E. Dunnack, State Librarian, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Dunnack:
I trust that you duly received the copy of the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE which I sent you for your inspection. I previously wrote and asked if you would be in a
position to purchase about 25 copies of the Guide.
I am sure that you will consider this a valuable contribution to the Maine recreational literature
and, as we have a rather heavy printers bill to meet, any assistance which you can furnish us will
be a very material contribution.
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March 20, 1936. Charles Blood to Walter Greene
Dear Mr. Greene:
I wish to acknowledge receipt of copy of the Second Edition of the Guide to the Appalachian
Trail in Maine. It is certainly a great improvement over the First Edition.
March 21, 1936. L. S. Cook, Great Northern Paper Co., to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
I wish to express my appreciation of your effort in the matter of pictures of the Chesuncook area.
The fact that this flight was made by the War Department of course bars the possibility of
obtaining the prints in question, as I fully realize. I had been under the impression that it was a
direct project of the Geological Survey. I also wish to thank you for the Appalachian Trail maps
recently received.
We have cut approximately 34,000 cords of pulpwood in the St. John Pond area the present
season but have been obliged to leave a considerable amount of the same on the yards by reason
of the early break-up. Nothing new in the way of roads in that locality as yet but we hope to
construct a truck road from Loon Stream to St. John Pond the coming summer. This would
greatly facilitate the transportation of supplies, equipment, etc.
The present floods are taking their toll in parts of Maine in common with other of our sister
States. However, we in Bangor have escaped serious menace. There has been no important
damage to Great Northern property as yet.
Thanking you again for your kind cooperation.
March 21, 1936. Myron Avery to Professor Edgar L. Heermance
Dear Professor Heermance:
I found your letter of March 18th on my return from Boston. I immediately called up the printer
and told him that you had not received the guidebooks. This has embarrassed me considerably, in
view of the first mistake made in his failure to follow out my directions and mail them the last
part of February. He insists that they were sent the week before last and is checking up on his
records. I am disturbed over this situation, in view of the cooperation of the Conference in the
$50 payment, and I hope you will appreciate that the errors have been beyond my control.
The printer's name is Capital Offset Company, 619 H. St., N.W. Mr. Thoeing is the proprietor. I
asked him, when I returned from New Haven, to forward to you some samples of his work,
which I trust you may have received.
My efforts with the Development Commission have been so unproductive that it would hardly
seem that my suggestions would be of much value. But I think your letter is effective and we will
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hope for results. I have no suggestions to offer. The address is Mr. Everett E. Greaton, Executive
Secretary. Maine Development Commission. Augusta, Maine
For his information, I am sending your letter of the 13th and the enclosures to Walter Greene,
and copies of my letter to Greene, Sawyer and Flynt.
Did your inquiry of the New England Council develop anything? I have not written to the Maine
Central Railroad, as I was unable to find out to whom, in their publicity department, I should
direct my letter. Would it be possible for you to make inquiry through your contact with the New
England Council, so that my letter might go to the right person?
My only suggestion would be that in addition to the group of men and woman from Washington.
the A.M.C. party from Boston, and Gower’s article in Appalachia, might be referred to. Gower
wrote a letter to the Development Commission, showing that his party brought revenues of about
$1.000 alone into the State.
Mrs. Williams tell me that she has just received an order for 10 of the New England Guides, of
which you sent us 50 for consignment. As we were able to list these on our last List of
Publications, I anticipate that sales on this will be more vigorous than in the past
cc Greene, Sawyer
March 23, 1936. John H. Vondell to Walter Greene
Dear Mr. Greene:
I am sorry to be so tardy in responding to and acknowledging your fine cooperation in
connection with the exhibit you shipped to us. It arrived on time, in fine condition, and we have
sent it to Washington. Of course, being a general exhibit and having a space 12 x 18, I could not
set it up as you had it, but I did use nearly all of the materials. We augmented your exhibit with
“Long Trail” and White Mt. pictures, and a collection of various guide books and literature on
hiking. I assume that as the pictures went back to Maine and the tools to Washington you do not
care for the plans, but I am enclosing them.
Myron Avery put across a corking illustrated talk, and the crowd was much pleased. Incidentally,
he left a Maine Ap. Trail Guide with me and I hope to use it before long. I’ve hiked and
photographed the whole of Vermont’s “Long Trail” and am working in the Adirondacks now.
Thanks a lot for your prompt help. I hope our trails meet sometime.
March 23, 1936. Edgar Heermance, Chairman, New England Trail Conference, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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We paid for fifty copies of the new Maine Appalachian Trail Guide, but never received them.
Have lost chances for sale at two exhibits. I suggest that you return our money.
March 23, 1936. Henry E. Dunnack, State Librarian, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have been waiting, hoping that our finances would permit the purchase of 25 copies of the
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. There seems to be no hope at this time,
however.
We have just received word from the finance department that we have to make additional
savings in order to meet the Federal Old Age Pension proposition. This means that it is
absolutely impossible for us to purchase a number of copies of the Guide.
Will you please send us another copy, with a bill for two copies; the one you sent and this one
we are ordering now.
March 24th, 1936. John H. Thoeing, Capital Offset Printers, Inc., to Professor Heermance
Dear Sir:
While checking with the Post Office here in Washington as to the whereabouts of the package
sent to you more than a week ago, it was returned to us tonight due to faulty address.
We understand from Mr. Avery, that this delay has caused you quite unnecessary inconvenience,
and we wish to take this opportunity to apologize to you for our error.
The package was re-addressed immediately and sent to you tonight, parcel post insured. We
trust it will reach you without any further delay.
March 24, 1936. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
I have your letter of the 11th inst. with enclosures. I have been knocked out and at home for
about two weeks or I should have replied sooner. Am all right now. I hope that you will not only
call me by my first name but will also make my house your headquarters when you are this way.
I received the Witherle mimeograph and am greatly obliged for it. It seems to me it is rather
inspiring.
With regard to the lecture and slides. After I get caught up again I will want to get them. I may
shorten the lecture somewhat but I think that it should be given (1) to some of the Service Clubs,
(2) to the C.C.C. Camps interested in the work, and (3) to Bowdoin College and the University
of Maine.
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I note by the morning’s paper that the President has apparently decided not to close down any
more camps this spring. This will leave us with Rangeley and Greenville. Isn’t it too bad that
we lost Millinocket and Flagstaff. They were both fine camps and doing a lot of needed work,
not only on the trail but elsewhere.
This brings me to a point of the Blue trails. I think that I told you that we had had rather
stringent criticism from Amherst, our regional office, for doing any work outside of the regular
through route. It seems to me that if we are to cover any of the Blue trail work we will want to
get special projects outlined and attempt to get them authorized. I would put them through the
regular channels, that is, from myself to Mr. Seavey, Forest Commissioner, and then to Amherst,
if I knew just where to plan same. I may not, however, get results and in that case you would
want to talk to Mr. Fechner about it, and then I think orders would come down from above which
would allow us to fix these places up as we go by them. Of course you know my own personal
opinion is that any of these smaller trails ought to be done when our crew is in the vicinity.
Therefore will you give me somewhat the following description of each piece of Blue trail which
you consider we should attempt to do:
(a) C.C.C. Camp from which it will be worked.
(b) Name, with description of its termini and reason for doing the work.
(c) Mileage
(d) Number of one-man days which you approximate will be required. (I may change this
last somewhat.)
These matters take so long that I suggest that the sooner I get the information so that I can
properly prepare my copies in quintuplet and start them on their devious route, the better.
[“quintuplet” underlined with exclamation point by Sewall or Avery]
March 24, 1936. Ray Viles, Chief Foreman, Rangeley C.C.C. Camp, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Received your letter of the 19th and wish to advise you that I have received a copy of the Maine
Guide from Mr. Sewall.
I cannot tell you at the present time, where the truck trail will connect with the HoughtonOquossoc road, as the center line has not been run to that point. The present plans are to run
North of Sabbath day and Long ponds and hit the road about due West.
When I find the exact point that we will connect I will forward the information at once.
{P. S. Truck trail is graveled three miles and right of way cut about four, leaving about 1 ½ miles
from end of right of way to Sabbath Day Lake.}
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March 25, 1936. Maine Guidebook Statement
Balance due---$75; $50; 72------$197
Cash sent Schuetz
Hammond
Cash on hand
Bills—Edgewater
Me. Plan. Bd.
N. Y. Lib.

$27.30
4.00
2.50
3.00
36.80 ---($38.20 due)

Books Available—
Boxed 60
Two Packages 120
Due from Greene (including 2 sold) 17 (2 sent Amherst charged off) 1 retained by
Greene
Due from Printer 22
Defective copies on hand
5
Total 224 copies to sell or $224
Surplus of $28 will result.
If 100 extra copies at $49 purchased, with profit of $51, then total of $79 or defect of $21 toward
Warner underwriting amount
{$22 (Class D copy sent Woodman: Doug gave Outerbridge a copy)}
Extras M.H.A. 3 copies; extra in exhibit from Amherst (2?)
{3/26—Me. State Lib. offers pay for copy sent—increase revenue by $1.}
{4/2/26: $47.30 + 21.50 = $48.80 remitted by Schuetz. March 10/letters. March 16th Guides
delivered}
{See July 1936 analysis}
March 26, 1936. SIDE TRAIL WORK TO BE AUTHORIZED
GULF TRAILS:
(a) Greenville Camp
(b) Side Trail system in the Gulf region of West Branch of Pleasant River. This work
involves a standardizing and improvement of five existing short trails and connections
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(1/4 m. each) and the improvement of an old two-mile section of the West Branch toteroad. The reason for this work is the scenic quality of the section involved, which is a
miniature Grand Canyon. It is described in detail in the 1935 issue of IN THE MAINE
WOODS and is one of the features on the Appalachian Trail. It is within 4 miles of the
end of the automobile road from Katahdin Iron Works and the tote-road referred to runs
between Roach Pond and Katahdin Iron Works, the upper end of which has been worked
on by the C.C.C.
(c) 1 ½ miles of Trail clearing; 2 miles of improving old tote-roads.
(d) 30 man days.

*****

JOE MARY MOUNTAIN:
(a) Greenville Camp.
(b) 4-2/10 miles to the summit of Joe Mary Mountain, a huge scenic dome. This is the
improvement of an existing blue-blazed trail. It is the most prominent and conspicuous
mountain on a section which traverses few mountains. See the attached map for the route.
(c) 4.2 m.
(d) 20 man days.
(a) Mt. Bigelow Range.

*****

(b) This is the completion of three miles of the Mt. Bigelow Range Trail, left
uncompleted by the Flagstaff Camp last year. Mt. Bigelow is easily the second mountain
range in the state and the completion of this Trail will afford a traverse of its entire length
from the summit of the mountain west to Stratton. See attached map of Mt. Bigelow
Range.
(c) Three miles remaining to be completed; (4 finished last year).
(d)

60 man

days.

*****

Completion of one mile of Arnold Trail to Me. Highway 16 would involve 1 m. of trail
clearing on west side of Roundtop.
POTAYWADJO RIDGE TRAIL.

*****

(a) Greenville Camp.
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(b) 2/3 m. trail to outlook over Joe Mary region.
(e) 2/3 m.
(d) 5 man days.
March 26, 1936. G. E. Burns, U. S. Navy Yard, Portsmouth, N.H., to Appalachian
Mountain Club, Boston
Gentlemen:
While up to my log cabin at South Arm, Andover, Maine, I was told by an Indian-French guide
that the Appalachian Mountain Club either had, or were about to make a trail leading from Mt.
Katahdin, Me. to the White Mountains, via the Rangely Lakes, (South Arm and C Pond).
As I have hunted all over the country between upper dam and Upton since 1901, I am very
interested in any available data you may have concerning trails in the vicinity of South Arm.
Please advise me what you have concerning the above, with prices. My father and myself and
two brothers spotted the first trail made from South Arm direct to C Pond in 1902, but of course
that could not be recognized now as the lumber has since been cut.
{Adelaide Meserve, AMC, to Myron Avery: Dear Mr. Avery: I have suggested he get in touch
with you but thought his letter might be of sufficient interest to you that you would wish to write
him any way.}
March 27, 1936. Myron Avery to Miss Agnes Dresser, Maine Publicity Bureau
Dear Miss Dresser:
The delay in forwarding the photographs is due to the fact that they were a part of the exhibit of
the Sportsman’s Shows and at the Outdoor Recreation Conference at Amherst, Massachusetts,
which closed up a week ago. The photographs were to be forwarded to you direct by Mr. John H.
Vondell, Massachusetts State College, Amherst, Massachusetts.
We will forward, within 2 or 3 days, a package of the Guidebooks which come back from this
exhibit, 1 think there are about 16.
It is very helpful of you to offer to take those Guides on consignment and I know that you will
prepare a very interesting exhibit and one that will be of considerable help to us.
You will, of course, call on me for any additional material which is needed and let us know as
the supply of literature, etc. becomes depleted. I take it that you will be able to have the signs
which I suggested in my last letter, prepared at Portland, without any expense; if not, please let
me know and I will have the matter attended to here.
cc Greene, Mrs. Williams
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March 27, 1936. Myron Avery to H. E. Dunnack
Dear Mr. Dunnack:
1 have your letter of March 23rd and we are following out your directions in sending you an
additional Guide and billing you for the 2 copies.
I appreciate the situation and know of your interest, which has been manifested on many
occasions in the past, and I fully realize that you would help us if there were any possible way. If
the situation improves so that you were able to take a smaller number of Guides, say, 10, it
would be of very considerable help, and I hope that you will bear in mind to do so if the situation
improves.
March 27, 1936. Myron Avery to Harland Billings, Counsellor of Topography,
Appalachian Mountain Club
Dear Mr. Billings:
1 have thought that it might be of some interest to you to have a set of the maps from our
recently issued GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, which adjoins the
Appalachian Mountain Club Guide to the east. I have sent those under separate cover. You will
notice that on our contour maps, we have experimented with two colors. The placing of the trails
and water on one tracing—celluloid--avoids the problems of registration, which are particularly
acute on amateur work on tracing cloth, as the streams and trails oftentimes coincide.
Mr. Morse told me that you were making arrangements to mark the through Appalachian Trail
with a specific symbol on the maps in the next edition.
Dr. Philbrick wrote a chapter on the Geology of the route in Maine, which will be of interest to
you because of your White Mountain studies along these lines, of which you wrote in such an
interesting fashion in the next to the last issue of Appalachia.
March 27, 1936. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Jim:
I have your letter of March 24, 1936 I am being guided accordingly.
1 appreciate the invitation to call on you at Old Town and you may be sure that I shall take
advantage of it on all possible occasions.
I have tried to get together a reprint of the Keep Path Articles for you. So far, I have not
succeeded but I may have copies at Lubec.
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I shall, of course, be glad to give the A.T. talks in Maine wherever possible. It does not seem as
if I will be there again until the summer or next fall. You will let us know what you want done in
connection with the slides.
It looks as if the movement in the House to prevent the reduction of the C.C.C. Camps is going
to prove to be our salvation.
As far as the side trail situation is concerned, this is mainly in the Gulf and Mt. Bigelow Range
system. I have prepared a draft of the blue trail work required, which I want to check with Walter
Greene before sending it on to you. After all, the problems on this score are not great and the two
projects can be easily justified.
There are two things which I should like to emphasize:
1. The necessity for re-clearing the relocated route from the West Branch of Pleasant River up
the south slope of Whitecap and obliterating the marks on the old route. The necessity for this
arises out of the fact that the Guidebook description gives the new route and the marking goes
the other way. MacNeil is fully informed of the situation and requires only definite instructions
to do this at once.
2. The possibility of improvement on the west slope of Moxie Bald in the fire-killed region. The
ideal would be a relocation to take it out of the fire-killed timber. This might be accomplished by
going directly west from where the trail hits the top of the mountain and changing the blazes
which run to the fire tower, blue for a half mile side trail. The present route from the tower to
Moxie Lake does have the advantage of a worn footway. The growth of berry bushes and grass
in that fire-killed graveyard is one of the worst that I ever saw.
The other matter is to have avoided, unless they constitute real improvements, minor relocations
which throw out the measurements and the Guidebook data. Of course, we want to improve and
make progress but I wonder if it would not be well to instruct the foremen to follow the
presently-marked routes and to let us know if they want to make a deviation. This will avoid
many complications.
I will get the data for the side trails to you within a day or two.
Unfortunately, Mr. Hennessy failed to use many of our photographs, which, with two other
articles, he has held over for next year, but the 1936 issue is a tribute to the C.C.C. work and
those who participated in it.
March 27, 1936. Edgar Heermance, Chairman, to New England Council, Boston
Gentlemen:
We are having difficulty in persuading the Maine Development Commission of the importance
of the Appalachian Trail and the need for adequate publicity. We regard the mountains of
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western Maine as the best undeveloped recreational asset in New England. I enclose a letter
which we are writing them, and will appreciate anything you can do to back it up.
Will you kindly give me the name and address of the official who handles publicity for the
Maine Central Railroad.
Dear Mr. Avery: The Maine Appalachian Trail guide books arrived yesterday.
March 28, 1936. Harold Bailey, Bates College Outing Club, to Myron Avery {Please
forward to Mr. Sewall for return to Avery.}
Dear Mr. Avery:
Many thanks for the photos you sent; they certainly are a fine lot, and I ought to get some results.
Photos from Mr. Heermance, arrived to-day, and I shall soon be ready to start in on my campaign.
Am holding up the works for a while till this terrible flood has left the minds of the people, and
they can think more about getting out into the woods again. However, during this intermission,
the glossy photos have been on display in our library and have received much favorable
comment so that they have not been idle.
I saw Mr. Atwood of the Lewiston Sun the other day, and he said the best place for the publicity
would be in the magazine section of the Lewiston Journal. The same afternoon I talked with Mr.
Atwood I had a talk with Mrs. Lord, feature writer of the Journal, and she is to see the photos
today. As Mrs. Whitney is also a feature writer for the Journal, I shall have a conference with her,
and between us we ought to be able to cooperate on the matter. It seems that the Journal has
already used some AT publicity, and it will be our job to write something that is not a repetition.
A reporter from the Portland papers is finding out for me what can be done there, though I shall
have to be careful and not flood all the papers in this section with the same material or at the
same time.
My vacation starts this Friday (April 3) and if you should desire to write me, please address to
School Street, Webster, Mass. Down there in Webster they have a bi-weekly paper which I hope
will run a few articles.
A thesis and clearing up extra-curricula activities before the Easter vacation has handicapped me
a great deal since I last saw you, but after the vacation I hope to have more spare time with
which to center my attention on this publicity.
The great difference in time and dates of the college vacations here in Maine has also
handicapped me in telling them more about the AT and putting across the idea for maintenance,
but at the end of our vacation I shall start in on another campaign from that angle.
I plan to return to Lewiston before the end of my vacation in order to make a few trips around in
search of a job and outlets for this publicity. By that time the flood which tore out a hundred
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bridges here in Maine will be past history, and it will be the psychological time to publicize our
project.
Please excuse this very hurried letter and the lapse of time from my last letter.
Easter Greetings!
March 28, 1936. Frank C. King, Bethel, Maine, to Walter Greene
Dear Sir:
I am in receipt of your letter of Feb. 15th stating that you were forwarding to me under separate
cover a copy of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. I have never received the Guide
and would like to see it very much. I am wondering if it was sent and possibly went astray, or if
through error it was never sent.
March 30, 1936.

TRAIL DEVELOPMENTS IN MAINE
by Myron H. Avery {Sent Appalachia letters 3/30/36}

Travelers along the crest of White Mountain summits have long gazed toward a billowing sea of
ranges extending far northeast in western Maine. Unmapped, trailless and known only through
vague report, this region has been a hinterland of hiking terrain, where, with adequate time and
preparation, in the distant future, travel would not end with the Mahoosucs at Grafton Notch but
would go on toward Baldpate, Old Blue, Elephant, Saddleback, Abraham, Sugarloaf, the
Bigelow Range and into a region increasingly less known. Ventures into this region have hitherto
been few. Today, the development of 205 miles of Appalachian Trail in Maine - now completed
with the exception of two roughly blazed 20-mile links - has extended the frontier east to
Katahdin.
The Maine link of the Appalachian Trail was the last section to be undertaken and the last to be
completed. By reason of its inaccessibility and the absence of outdoor organizations which
elsewhere maintain the route, in 1931 it was thought that it would be necessary to abandon the
proposed route in Maine and have the trail begin in the White Mountains. However, two years of
planning and exploration developed a feasible route, utilizing old trails and tote-roads, connected
by newly-cut links. In 1933, two expeditions, the fruition of this extensive planning, marked the
trail route from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow, a distance of 175 miles. {[Footnote]: The details of this
expedition are contained in the 1934 and 5 In the Maine Woods, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad,
Bangor, Maine, 10¢.}
During 1934 the existing route was improved and extended to Mt. Sugarloaf. Side trails were cut
to Gulf Hagas and Joe Mary Mountain. In 1935, however, occurred an event of paramount
importance in the development of the trail in Maine. On the recommendation of CCC Forester
James W. Sewall, with the support of State and Federal Forest Service officials, and the activity
of the A.T. Conference at Washington, the Appalachian Trail project was adopted as an item of
the CCC program for the state. Trail crews of fifteen men each, under experienced foremen, were
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sent out from the CCC Camps at Millinocket, Greenville, Flagstaff and Rangeley. The existing
trail was widened, re-painted, bushes and trees cut out, down logs removed and bridges built.
Additional side trails were cut to viewpoints, springs and points of interest. An outstanding
contribution was replacing the difficult canoe ferry across the Penobscot West Branch at
Nosowadnehunk Falls by a wire cable bridge, through an appropriation from the state of Maine.
In all, the old trail from Mt. Sugarloaf to Katahdin was worked over, with the exception of two
links, from Nahmakanta Stream to the East Branch of Pleasant River, and from Kennebec River
to Blanchard, about 38 miles in all. These sections are to be completed in 1936. This work has
been admirably done, resulting in a wilderness route of outstanding excellence and a type of trail
of which there can be no legitimate criticism. As with the ski trails in New Hampshire, the CCC
work has brought to Maine an outstanding recreational asset in the improvement and extension
of the existing Appalachian Trail.
The trail development of the greatest interest to A.M.C. members, is that in the western part of
Maine. New trail was constructed from the huge dome of Saddleback for 30 miles west to the
Andover-South Arm Road; the marking in this section, however, remains to be completed.
Seven additional lean-tos were built along the Trail. All of these lean-tos (with the exception of
the 3 A.M.C. shelters on the Mahoosuc Range) have been officially made public campsites. One
difficulty in travel in the Maine woods has been the statutory requirement originally
necessitating employment of a guide by a non-resident who is hunting or fishing, to which the
category of "camping" was recently added. The Maine trail now adequately provides for the
traveler who does not wish to camp, in that, from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow, one may travel 180
miles for 18 days and find, each night attractively located sporting camps. It is unique that, along
a trail leading through an utter wilderness, such accommodations should be available. However,
adequate development of the Trail requires provision for the traveler who wishes to camp
enroute. The building, last year, of the 7 lean-tos is a material contribution to this chain; there are
now 6 public campsites along the trail between the Kennebec River and the Maine-New
Hampshire Line.
The topography of the Trail in Maine divides itself into two sections. From Katahdin to Mt.
Bigelow, it is a route of lake, stream and disconnected mountains, with available
accommodations. West of Bigelow, the character of the region changes completely. Gone are the
lakes. The mountains pile up to the west in an imposing sea of ranges. The route does not lie
along the crest but across the peaks. There are 11 peaks over 4,000 feet in elevation, quite
unusual in Maine. Travel here will require very considerable exertion and can be made only by
camping; the available accommodations are far from the Trail. Enroute will be traversed the bare
symmetrical cone of Sugarloaf, now determined to be Maine's second highest mountain, the long
rock ridge of Mt. Abraham, and the twin peaks of Saddleback, with its scrub growth, dominating
the Rangeley Lakes region, a section of level country south of the Rangeley Lakes and then the
dense scrub covered tops of Old Blue and Abraham [sic, He must have meant “Elephant”], with
their magnificent primeval spruce timber.
Perhaps of the greatest appeal will be the Mt. Bigelow Range, in interest easily second to
Katahdin. Mt. Bigelow is an enormous ridge, covered by a dense coniferous growth, extending
approximately 20 miles east and west. Its features are its 2 twin cones and the duplicate, slightly
lower two Horns, with their high-lying mountain Tarn. The Appalachian Trail from Dead River
Valley at the foot of the range traverses the eastern half of the mountain. Beyond, Game Warden
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Helon N. Taylor has cut a 7-mile side trail to its western end at Stratton, thus making available
the entire range. The eastern end of the mountain, known as Little Bigelow, an outlier, is a
duplicate of the highest main range to the west.
Mt. Bigelow, named for an officer in Arnold's Expedition, with Arnold's Well on its western
crest, calls to mind one of the most vivid incidents of Revolutionary War history, when Benedict
Arnold's gallant, but ill-fated expedition forced its way, with intense hardship, on the verge of
starvation, through floods, along the base of this mountain to attack Quebec in a blinding snow
storm on New Year's Eve. The story is well known. The lower town was in their hands when
Montgomery was killed and Arnold wounded. Had this expedition, to which Mt. Bigelow is an
everlasting memorial, succeeded, Benedict Arnold would have been the hero of the American
Revolution instead of the despised Judas. Another token of this expedition is an alternate trail
from the Kennebec River to Mt. Bigelow, partly completed in 1935. The Arnold Expedition had
marched across the “Great Bend" of Dead River by the age-old Indian route by the Carry Ponds.
The original Appalachian Trail reached Dead River from the north. The new, alternate route
literally follows the old Arnold Trail, reaching Me. Highway 26 at the east base of Little Bigelow
Mtn. The highway affords a two-mile connection to the through Trail at Dead River Village. If
the original plan of continuing this loop over Little Bigelow Mtn. materializes, then there will
result a route along the entire crest of Bigelow. The circuit from the Kennebec to Mt. Bigelow
affords a very rewarding five-day trip. This mountain is well worth several days’ exploration and
the new trail developments should bring to this region the attention which it deserves.
The Bates College Outing Club has constructed a side trail to C Pond Bluff from the camp of
George Learned - well known to A.M.C. August Camp. The trail development in Maine is under
the supervision of the newly organized Maine Appalachian Trail Club. Plans are being developed
to interest the college outing clubs in the state in the project. With the development of the Trail
in such an excellent physical condition and near completion, it is particularly opportune that the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club should have been able to issue the 254-page second edition of
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, to facilitate travel in this region.
CCC plans for 1936 contemplate the construction of the 40 miles of uncompleted links from
Grafton Notch over Baldpate to the Andover-South Arm Road and over the very difficult section
from Mt. Saddleback over Mts. Abraham, Spaulding and Sugarloaf. When these plans
materialize, the last uncompleted link of the 2000-mile Appalachian Trail will have been
eliminated.
Apart from affording a new playground for those to whom the White Mountains have become an
old story, the new route in Maine, for variety of interest, historical associations, solitude, beauty
of lake, forest and stream offers much to those who respond to the lure of Its white painted
blazes.
Myron H. Avery,
Overseer of Trails,
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
Undated [“Tuesday Night”] hand-written 1936 letter from Ace Bailey to Myron Avery
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Dear Mr. Avery:
Here is a copy of an article I dashed off one night “in the wee hours” and gave before a geology
class the next day with the aid of several of those glossy pictures. I shall try to get it in the
Lewiston Journal magazine section.
At a meeting of the Outing Club last week the spring schedule was drawn up, and on Sunday
May tenth, I hope to be leading about thirty eds and co-eds up Saddleback via the A.T.
Do you know of any groups that are planning to use the A.T. in Maine this summer? If so, that
would be news for the papers.
P.S. If you can use this copy, all right. Otherwise, please return.
April 2, 1936. Myron Avery to Library of Congress
Gentlemen:
In connection with our publication GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, two
copies of which were recently sent to you for copyright purposes, we are making a further
investigation into the literature relating to a locality on the Trail in Maine—namely, Katahdin
Iron Works. I wonder if it would be too much trouble to furnish us with a list of the available
references in the Library of Congress.
April 2, 1936. Myron Avery to H. A. Sanders, Greenville, Maine
Dear Mr. Sanders:
Mr. Greene has forwarded to us your letter of March 14, 1936.
Because of your very well known connections, we had thought of making contact with you in
connection with the Maine Appalachian Trail Guidebook. I am enclosing herewith a prospectus
and we are sending to you, under separate cover, for your inspection, a copy of the Guide. I am
sure that you will appreciate, from an inspection of the book, that the price of $1.00 is virtually
its cost. We found that we cannot make any discount for re-sale greater than 20%. However, we
would be able to supply sets of the individual maps to you, at a cost of 50 cents per set, which
you could dispose of as you chose.
The financing of this publication by such a small group as the Maine Appalachian Trail Club is a
very serious problem and hence the necessity for our realization of as close to the retail price as
possible.
cc Greene
April 2, 1936. Myron Avery to G. E. Burns, U. S. Navy Yard, Portsmouth, N.H.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1936 – Compiled by David Field – Page

109

Dear Mr. Burns:
I have read, with much interest, your letter of March 26th and I enclose prospectus for the
Guidebook to this region. I am much interested in your long connection with the region. No
doubt you could make extensive corrections on our map, which we recognize is very inadequate.
We would be very glad to have any corrections which you can make on the enclosed carbon,
together with any other information which you may have as to the region.
April 2, 1936. Myron Avery to Frank C. King, Bethel, Maine
Dear Mr. King:
Mr. Greene has forwarded your letter of March 28th to us, as the Guidebooks were mailed out
from here. Our records show that a copy was sent to you at Oquossoc, which we understood to
be your mailing address. The folder contained a guarantee of return postage but the book has not
come back to us, so we assume that it was not forwarded to you from Oquossoc--or whatever
place serves as its mail station at the present time.
We are very anxious to have you receive a copy of this publication, but before forwarding a
second copy, we should like to ask you to make inquiry from the Oquossoc Postmaster with
respect to the first copy. If it cannot be located, if you will write to us at the address given below,
we will forward another copy.
cc Greene
April 4, 1936. A. Randall Sanford, Portland Sunday Telegram, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
The writer is contemplating writing a feature story for the Portland Sunday Telegram on the
building of the new C.C.C. cable bridge across the Penobscot West ranch at the site of
Nesowadnehunk Dam. I would greatly appreciate receiving some detailed information on the
subject, and perhaps can best approach the subject by asking a series of questions.
1. First, the location. As I understand, the Dam is no longer in existence. Referring to the AMC
map which appeared in In the Maine Woods last year (1935, pgs. 98-99), is the indicated “Dam”
impounding the “Sourdnahunk Deadwater” the one on the site of which the bridge is being built?
2. Did the trail formerly cross the Penobscot at this point, over the dam?
3. What means of ferrying has been used since the dam went out?
4. What C.C.C. Camp is doing the work, and do you happen to know the name of the man in
charge of construction?
5. Where are the Falls in relation to the damsite?
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6. When is the bridge expected to be ready for use?
7. Your article in this year’s In the Maine Woods states that the bridge is financed by State
appropriation and contributions. Through what State department was the appropriation made,
and from what sources are contributions expected?
Any other additional information you can give would be more than appreciated.
Have you any pictures, of the old dam, of hikers ferrying over, or in any way connected with the
subject? If not, can you suggest someone who might have some? Any that you might have and
care to send along would be carefully handled and returned in good condition. Thanking you in
advance for your kindness in furnishing this information,
{Bailey: Thought it would be of interest to you to know of this inquiry. He seems to have a title
even though he wants the rest from us. Obviously I am not replying to the letter as I don’t favor
the angle emphasized and it might interfere with my plans. Please return letter.}
April 6, 1936. Everett Greaton to Edgar Heermance (Copy of Original Letter)
Dear Mr. Heermance:
In accordance with your letter of March 27th I put before members of the Executive Committee
your inclosed letter. This same proposition was brought before the Commission at the request of
Mr. Avery some months ago.
There has been no change in our finances, so of course we were unable to do anything with it.
Please be assured that it is only because of our financial condition that we are unable to do
anything this year.
We are tremendously interested in the Appalachian Trail proposition and will do everything in
our power to help it along.
{[Note in Avery’s hand] Walter Greene: Please send this to Mr. Sewall, who will pass it on to
Mr. Flynt and then to Mr. sawyer and thence back to me. I told Mr. Heermance that we felt it
hopeless but he thought the prestige of the New England Trail Conference might get results so
we told him to go ahead. He did. Our only hope is to get the Me. Central R.R. to duplicate the
B&A R.R. offer and I am writing them.}
April 13, 1936. Harold Bailey to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Your notation on Sanford's letter arrived this morning. Anything he might print about this bridge
will not affect my plans, and it is up to you to give him any further dope or answer the questions.
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However, if you decide to forward him any information, and decide glossies will help out, I shall
send him some of the glossies I have. They will not be sent, though, until I get your OK on it.
Hope to have some reports soon on the college situation, and I am working on the publicity.
{Mr. Sewall: Unless you wish I don’t intend to do anything about this. M.H.A.}
April 13, 1936. Myron Avery to New England Council, Boston
Gentlemen:
I have just seen a copy of the publication prepared by the New England Council welcoming the
American Bar Association to its 1936 Convention. This is an extremely attractive publication.
The photographs seem of outstanding excellence and the text very well written. It does very great
credit to New England. We have a suggestion to offer in connection with the bibliography at the
end of this publication. For the publications relating to Maine, we would suggest that you include
the recently issued 254 page Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine which has seven large
scale maps. There is enclosed a prospectus of this Guidebook. This Guide is obtainable from The
Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C.
On page 27, I would call to your attention an error in the title of one publication. It should be
"Guide to the Appalachian Trail in New England". This publication might also be referred to
again under the publications for New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, and Connecticut.
I should like to know if the Council has available at this time a list of the publications issued by
it and I would appreciate your forwarding to me copies of the existing publications relating to the
category "Biking and Climbing","Canoeing", "Hunting and Fishing". We may be able to offer
further suggestions in this connection.
I am enclosing a list of publications of the Appalachian Trail Conference. Publication No. 5
contains considerable material relating to New England and I should think could be most
profitably included in that connection.
April 15, 1936. Myron Avery to Wm. M. Dore, Mountain View Camps, Long Pond
Dear Mr. Dore:
I presume that you have duly received the copy of the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE which we sent to you and have noted the improvement made on the map of
the Chairback region. After reading about all of the floods in Maine, Walter Greene and I have
been wondering if the bridge over Long Pond Stream is still in place. As I recall, it would
involve a walk of about a quarter of a mile from your tote-road and I am wondering if you could
look at it the next time you go to your Camp and let us know if it is still intact. If the bridge is
gone, we will have to make arrangements to replace it.
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Our stories about our trip last summer were too late for the 1936 In the Maine Woods and I hope
they will appear next time.
With best regards from all of the people on the Maine trip and. hoping to see you in the very near
future,
April 17, 1936. Myron Avery to Maine Central Railroad, Portland, Maine
Gentlemen:
Will you kindly advise me the name of the official in your Publicity Department with whom
matters relating to publications on the region served by the Maine Central Railroad, should be
discussed?
April 17, 1936. Myron Avery to George M. Houghton, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad
Dear Mr. Houghton:
You may recall that you have sent to us, for further publicity use on the Appalachian Trail, cuts
for the articles which accompanied the stories on the Appalachian Trail in the 1933, 4 and 5
issues of IN THE MAINE WOODS. This year Mr. Hennessy used one of our photos, a full-page
cut, at the beginning of the articles on the progress of the Trail. It is a view of Katahdin from
Nesowadnehunk Falls.
I hope you can send this cut to me, as we can make good use of it.
We are still trying to work out the financing of the booklet on the Trail in Maine, which Mr.
Flynt discussed with you and to which you offered to contribute $100.00 for one-fifth of the
copies. We greatly appreciate your help and hope that we can make the project materialize.
April 17, 1936. Myron Avery to F. E. Cousins, Portland Press Herald
Dear Mr. Cousins:
On January 29, 1936 you wrote me as follows:
"I received your submission of photographs, and I am returning immediately those which I find
are unsuitable to our purposes. Unfortunately, the 2 ½” x l ½” pictures are too small for us to
reproduce successfully.
"I am fairly well stocked with Maine views at present, but shall start working these in as soon as
I need them, and will forward a check when I make up the cuts, possibly some time in the spring.
"1 find the collection of pictures exceptionally good and I am always glad to have you submit
scenics.”
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I was interested to note that, with the arrival of spring, you have, in keeping with your
expectations, commenced to run these pictures, as one appeared in the issue of April 8th. Under
the circumstances, I assume that within a very few days you will be able to return to me the
prints, together with a check to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club for the number of photos
which you are using. The funds of this organization are decidedly limited and these receipts are
used in defraying the cost of its new guidebook, copy of the prospectus for which is enclosed.
It would help us greatly if you would give instructions to note on the bottom of each photograph
that it is by Courtesy of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. I think some similar legend appears
on the picture. I want to compliment the person who writes the captions of these photographs,
upon the accuracy of the description and the extent of knowledge of the region revealed.
cc Greene
April 22, 1936. Ruth Hardy, Editor, Appalachia, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of the 14th was awaiting me on my return to town Sunday.
The notes, including yours, will go to press May first and I shall forward the galley to you firstclass as you request.
I am a little at a loss to understand your' reference to "the customary number of reprints". We
have never furnished reprints to our authors. To authors of articles we usually allow six free
copies of the magazine and I can stretch a point and allow six to you. We also can furnish you an
estimate of the cost of reprints, which is very moderate, if you wish to order them at your own
expense.
April 22, 1936. Myron Avery to F. E. Cousins, Editor, Portland Press Herald
Dear Mr. Cousins:
I wrote you recently in connection with photographs which had been previously forwarded to
you.
There have just come to hand some additional photographs, of which I enclose 19 prints. These
seem to me to be interesting pictures but there is some question as to whether they are of a
sufficient size for you to use. Will you kindly advise me on this point, indicating the pictures in
which you would be interested and whether you can use the contact prints or would wish to
obtain the negatives if this is possible.
It is necessary for us to discuss the matter with the owner of these prints before they can be used,
and this letter is merely an inquiry as to the prints in which you would be interested and the form
in which they must be submitted.
Will you kindly return these prints to me with your reply?
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cc Greene - - These pictures are rather typical of the region but because of their small size it may
not be possible to use them in the paper, so that I am proceeding to find out if they can be used
before taking the matter up with the owner, who may conclude that he would prefer to have the
revenue rather than letting it go the Maine-Club.
These prints came from Clair Sawtelle, Mahwah & Bevridge Roads Mahwah, N.J.
April 28, 1936. Myron Avery to F. F. Schuetz
Dear Schuetz:
Financing of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club activities is an interesting experiment in
developing something out of nothing. From the photographs which were taken on the trip last
summer, we have sold, as indicated by the attached letter of April 23rd, to the Portland Press
Herald some twenty-three photographs. The check is made out to the Appalachian Trail
Conference but the photos were by members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, namely Mark
Taylor, and the funds belong to the Maine Trail Club. As I am sending you this check, which is
number 99242, with the request that you either endorse it over to the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club or let us have a corresponding check, I am sending you this note which you can file for
record purposes as an indication of whatever action you take with the money.
It is rather unfortunate that these accounts have to get into the Trail Conference, because in the
Treasurer’s reports it gives an exaggerated idea of our income. This, of course, can be corrected
by an explanation contained in the report. The principal item that I have in mind of this class is
from the sales of the Maine Guidebook.
I should be in New York within the next ten days and I hope that you, Greene, Ellis and I can
have dinner together.
Copy to Mary Jo Williams
April 29, 1936. Myron Avery to Miss Ruth Gillette Hardy, Appalachia
Dear Miss Hardy:
I have your letter of April 22nd.
Perhaps I assumed too much in thinking that the number of reprints which I received from my
previous notes and articles in Appalachia was so much in keeping with the usual practice that
you would be equally familiar with it and would understand my reference to the customary
number of reprints. In addition to the major articles, I had from time to time a series of notes-some of three or four pages--on the territory covered by various sections of the Trail. Mr.
Underhill sent in each instance a generous number of reprints. We still have available a hundred
or more each of the Massachusetts and Connecticut and from the number used, I would estimate
that originally we had between two and three hundred. This was what I had in mind.
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You will appreciate, of course, that I am not interested in the note from the personal point of
view but that I was thinking of having available reprints for use in our A.T. publicity where they
can be of material assistance. I did not want, personally, anything which was not in strict keeping
with the regulations, but as a number of reprints could be used more effectively than the six
copies of the Magazine, I would prefer this. If, however, there is no available choice, can you tell
me the cost of two or three hundred reprints respectively, so that we can determine if our limited
finances permit ordering these for publicity purposes. I trust that I have made clear what I had in
mind. I still have available a number of reprints of my major articles in Appalachia. Of course, I
understand that the fact that this was my experience does not by any means indicate that it is the
policy followed at the present time.
April, 1936. In Recreation, National Recreation Association, page 48.
NEW PUBLICATIONS IN THE LEISURE TIME FIELD
Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
Publication No. 4. The Appalachian Trail Conference. 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.
C. $1.00.
To the hikers to whom following the trail has its own fascination this publication will supply
detailed trail data for the now completed 224 miles of Appalachian trail in Maine. Though the
trail leads through an utter wilderness, public accommodations in the form of sporting camps are
available at intervals of a moderate day’s travel. Maps for the completed trail are included in the
guide book which also gives definite information on the various trail sections and data on
accommodations, public camp sites and costs.
May 4, 1936. Me. A.T. Guide Sales [Hand-written notes]
1/24/36
2/3/36
2/17/36
2/25/36
3/6/36
3/31/36

Sales
Sales
Sales
Warner
Sales
Sales

29.80
21.00
60.00
100.00
5.00
27.30

Apr. 2 Returned by Schuetz as sales
May 4—on hand from No. 5 sales list
M.A.T.C.
Balance Apr. 8

2/28
3/19

Pd.

210.80
14.20
$225

$18.10
21.50
28.00
$67.60

43.55
18.10 Guidebook
35.45
10.50 Sale Press Herald
45.95
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Should have $55

19.05 short
2.00 Greene to report
17.05

May 6, 1936. Myron Avery to H. A. Sanders, Jr., Greenville, Maine
Dear Mr. Sanders:
You will recall that I wrote you on April 2, 1936, and forwarded, for your inspection, a copy of
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. You will also recall that in my letter I
quoted the rates at which we could furnish copies of the Guide and maps for resale.
We do not seem to have received any reply to this letter, and I am wondering if, by any chance,
the Guide or the letter miscarried. In the event that you are not interested in handling the Guide,
we should be very glad to forward an addressed, prepaid folder, for use in returning the Guide,
which was sent to you in order that you might have an opportunity to examine its contents.
May 7, 1936. H. F. McCarthy, General Passenger Agent, Maine Central Railroad Company,
Boston, Mass., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:Thank you for your letter of April 28th regarding the Appalachian Trail.
For the remainder of 1936 we shall minimize our institutional advertising. Not only have we
been seriously affected by the floods, but we also have a large merchandising campaign in
connection with lowered fares which will be expensive and which will take up nearly all of our
advertising budget for the year. Therefore I do not see how either the Maine Central or the
Boston and Maine can subscribe $100.00 each to your booklet.
Frankly, I believe that there are many other interests that have as much at stake in the
development of this Trail as the railroads. Certainly there is some benefit to the railroad to be
obtained as the result of publicity regarding Trails, but I believe that interest in their promotion
should be broader and would welcome any suggestion which would bring our contribution to a
more reasonable proportion of the total.
I should like to have your advice concerning my thoughts and would also like to have an
opportunity to present the manuscript to our Advertising Committee if there is any possibility
that you can secure a larger number of subscribers and thus minimize our costs.
{Copy Greene, Bailey, Sewall, Sawyer, Flynt, Heermance}
May 11, 1936. Harold “Ace” Bailey, Bates College Outing Club, to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
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Just a rush note to tell you that yesterday I took twenty-three men over Saddleback Mt. on one of
the most interesting trips I’ve been on for some time.
We took our big bus into the Saddleback Lake Camps; two of us slung packs, and we were off
for the first mountain climb this spring. No-body from the camps had been up the mountain from
that side, and at the outlet of the lake the bridge had been swept away, necessitating our throwing
several logs across the swift stream. Including this twenty minute delay, we were up at the fire
tower in two hours and a half.
From the fire warden’s cabin to the top of the timber line we had to wade through two feet of
snow which tired out some of the boys who were a little soft from the winter’s hibernation. The
warden was not at the tower, and one of his windows had been blown a hundred feet from the
tower. Guess there had been some blowing up there this winter.
The Trail from the tower to the first of the cairns--well, there just wasn’t any, and two of us had
to scout ahead till we picked up the first of these cairns, and then the going was easy from there
down to Sandy River Ponds. This last stretch, from the summit to the main highway, we made in
two hours and a quarter. Here again we met snow, and at Eddy Pond we found a drift four feet
deep while the shores of the lake had ice and snow stretching out into the water.
In general the Trail is in fair condition, though a day’s work by two or three men would do
wonders as there is some blowdown, that you naturally expect.
So far as I know this was the first large organized party up Saddleback this year. I heard that a
party of two or three had been up there on the AT from Sandy River the week-end before, but we
did not find their tracks in the snow, but then, the melting and rains might have covered them up.
However, on the summit I did find one distinct foot track in the moss which holds impressions as
well as anything.
In two or three weeks the snow ought to be all gone and the Trail fairly well dried up--now it is a
muddy stream in many places.
We had a perfect day, not a cloud in the sky, and if any of the pictures come out well I’ll send
you some.
{P. S. Our bus broke down on the way back—Arrived in the dorm at [?] A.M.—Good training
for the first class at 7:40 A.M.}
{Copy Greene, Sewall (3), Flynt}
May 12, 1936. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
W. M. Dore, of Old [sic] Pond Camps, has written me the following self- explanatory letter with
respect to the bridge over the A.T. at Long Pond Stream at the foot of Barren Mountain:
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I stopped at Slugundy on my way out yesterday and found things as I expected, the
bridge was entirely wiped out. I received the copy of the Guidebook, many thanks. This
looks like a very busy season for me. Camp will be full for the next three weeks, and
several parties booked for summer. Remember me to Walter Green when you see him.
There were some substantial bridges between Daicey Pond and Katahdin, particularly at the
outlet of Grassy Pond. I haven't heard if any of them were affected yet.
I presume that replacing this bridge will be a job for MacNeil's crew when they get into the field.
I am enclosing extra copies of this letter so that you can pass on the instruction to do this work as
the opportunity presents itself.
The Guidebooks continue to sell steadily; otherwise there have been no trail developments.
With a temperature of 90 degrees here, it is a little hard to think that the trail work is not under
way. In the western part of the State the necessity of painting seems the most important
consideration.
May 12, 1936. Daniel Rochford, Director of Publicity, New England Council, Boston, to
Edgar Heermance, Chairman, New England Trail Conference
Dear Mr. Heermance:
The name of the man who handles publicity for the Maine Central Railroad is Mr. H. L. Baldwin,
and his address is at the offices of the Boston and Maine Railroad, North Station, Boston.
Since receiving your letter of March 27, I talked with a number of people interested in promoting
trail work in Maine, and I suggest that you write to Mr. Harold F. Schnurle, Chairman of the
Maine Development Commission, Augusta, Maine, and I am sure that he will be able to do
something for you.
May 13, 1936. H. A. Sanders, Jr. to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Referring to your letter of May 6th as well as the one of April 2nd. Please pardon my delay in
answering.
I think, if you will send us (6) of the Guides and (6) sets of Maps and any other information you
care to in about the same proportion that we will try it out and see if we can be of assistance both
to you and to the Appalachian Trail Public. I realize that the discount must of course be small
because your book is very reasonably priced and most complete in detail.
We are anxious to do anything within reason that we can to further this splendid project. It seems
to me that a few of you deserve a lot of credit for the work and thought you have put in to make
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available to the Public some of the most interesting and inspiring scenes and views to be had
anywhere.
May 13, 1936. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am returning an enclosure which I judge you wish to keep for your files. As nearly as I can size
up this Maine Development Commission, they believe that mountain climbers and trail makers
have a fund of enthusiasm which will drive them to carry out their projects, willy-nilly, and so
the smart thing for the Commission to do (in their own opinion) is to sit tight, spend no money
on such projects, but capitalize all they can on whatever we accomplish. If my judgment is
correct, I think we should waste no more time with them.
Twenty members of our Outing Club climbed Rangeley Saddleback last Sunday, going up by
way of Saddleback Camps and the bridle path and coming down over the A.T. by way of Eddy
pond and Piazza Rock. They report both trails in excellent condition, and that they had a very
fine and worthwhile trip, though they found four feet of snow in places and the ice not yet out of
the small ponds on the A.T. (May l0th). The boys were particularly enthusiastic about the view
from the top of Saddleback, which they judge the best of any they have had from the several
mountains of similar height they have climbed in Maine.
May 13, 1936. Myron Avery to H. F. McCarthy, Maine Central Railroad
Dear Mr. McCarthy:
Thank you for the interest indicated in our project by your letter of May 7th. We realize, of
course, the serious effect of the flood situation and that we were making our suggestion at a most
unfortunate time.
The photographs illustrating the manuscript to which I referred are away from Washington at the
moment but 1 have written to have them returned and, as soon as they come to hand, I shall
forward the manuscript and the photographs to you, so that you can follow out the suggestion of
presenting the manuscript to your Advertising Committee.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club, in keeping with your suggestion, that other institutions
should help, has taken up the matter with the Maine Development Commission, which has
expressed considerable interest, but finds that its present funds are already allocated. If the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club could help to a limited extent, perhaps the assistance of other outing
clubs might be obtained.
I hope that when you have an opportunity to review the manuscript, you will find it sufficiently
worthwhile, so that possibly some method can be devised of the railroad’s assisting the project in
some degree. With the encouragement resulting from additional assistance, we may well be able
to carry through the project.
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As soon as I am able to forward the manuscript and the photographs to you, 1 hope I shall hear
further from you at your convenience.
cc: Bailey, Heermance, Flynt, Greene, Sawyer, Sewall, G. A. Houghton
May 14, 1936. Roy Flynt, Supervisor Division of Recreation, Maine Planning Board, to
Walter Greene
Dear Mr. Greene:
Your good letter of February 7 has been crying for reply ever since I returned a few weeks ago
from Florida. As you can well surmise, time has been at a premium in getting settled into the
groove of routine after six weeks of nomading through the South. Right now I am enjoying a
second spring as the foliage is about as far advanced as we found it through the Carolinas on our
return trip north.
Your heart and mind, I assume, is fixed on your annual pilgrimage to Maine, and I sincerely
hope that chance may bring us together during the coming summer, if for only a brief meeting.
My invitation to spend a few days—or as much more as we can mutually spare—at my camp at
Foss & Knowlton Pond (“Polis”, we call it, in honor of Joe Polis, Thoreau’s guide), still holds
good. You can set your own time, as at this writing it looks as if I might continue with the
Planning Board. There is so much one can do to advance the cause of recreation in Maine. The
field is practically without limit and we have just “scratched the surface”, as Herbert Swett said
to me last winter. Our big problem is to create a state of mind favorable to the unselfish
exploitation of Maine's superb scenic resources, of forest and mountain, lake and stream, ocean
and rolling country side.
Great credit is due you and Mr. Myron Avery for your tireless devotion to the development of
trails and scenic sites. Can't we pool our knowledge of certain romantic sections of Maine to our
mutual advantage; for instance, I would like to visit the Gulf with you after thrilling to your vivid
description of this natural wonder, and compensate this by acquainting you with the picturesque
Penobscot which I have followed from its source to the mouth. And there still remains
unexplored, the head waters of Abol Brook, used by Thoreau in his climb up Katahdin. It seems
to me that here is an opportunity to obtain pictures and a story of great interest, historical and
contemporary. For more than 16 years I have been promising to visit this wild and rugged terrain,
where, to my knowledge, no foot has stepped since Thoreau made his trip in 1846. (By the way,
I have been reading a chapter of Thoreau's "Walden" nightly, and find that he took this trip to
Katahdin the summer of 1846 during his two years’ sojourn at Walden Pond. If you haven’t read
"Walden" lately, you would derive genuine pleasure, I feel sure, from another reading.
My long winter’s dream of the woods will crystallize into reality June17th, when, with an artist
friend from Boston, I shall visit the camps at Polis for the first time this year. A year ago we had
the good luck to bring a big bear within the range of our flashlight, about 20 feet from the bow of
the canoe. Deer were numerous, and we were able to obtain from the pond all the trout we cared
to catch. With johnnycake, bacon, flapjacks and syrup—and trout, fried, baked, broiled, boiled,
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and in chowders—life at Polis was something to conjure with. A full moon, northern lights and
Katahdin, glorified at dawn and sunset, made a setting we shall never forget.
I have a small log cook house and a comfortable lodge with open fire, but rough as you would
wish. Four blazed trails lead to outlying ponds and streams. Brook trout fishing is usually good
and we get occasional trout and salmon from the pool at Sourdnahunk Falls. If we go at the right
time, we could inspect the new suspension bridge. Perhaps you are planning to do this anyway,
and Myron may be able to join us. I would appreciate your keeping me posted if you intend to be
in that section this summer.
You were very kind to mention my interest in the Trail work, but I have been able to accomplish
but little, though my intentions are of the best. Now that I have settled to work again, I may be of
more service and I have written Myron to call on me for help at any time.
P.S. Many thanks for the inspirational article from the Piscataquis Observer. This appeared in
several Maine papers, as I recall, and I am pleased to have this copy to file in my recreation
folder. If you want it returned, let me know.
May 14, 1936. Myron Avery to Harold Bailey, Bates College Outing Club
Dear Ace:
The enclosed is self-explanatory. You will see that we need to have back the photos in order to
have the General Passenger Agent see the manuscript. These photos are the particular set which
Mr. Flynt selected and marked for use in the booklet, and were sent to you direct by Mr.
Heermance. You will have no trouble in selecting them.
I hope your plans for writing an article or two in the local papers may materialize, and now that
Mr. Flynt is back, he may also have an opportunity to do something along this line for the
Augusta papers. Certainly, a feature article will be most timely and I hope it is not getting so near
the end of the college year that you will find it impossible to go through with your plans.
Please let me know the situation so that we can see what we can get underway.
cc: Heermance, Flynt, Greene, Sawyer, Sewall
May 16, 1936. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I have your letter of the 12th inst. about the Long Pond Stream bridge. This is the first bridge on
the Appalachian Trail that I have heard was destroyed and I am passing the information on to Mr.
Stacy, Superintendent of the Greenville camp.
We are trying to get a bridge man appointed, under temporary appointment, and as soon as we
get him I plan to turn over the Sourdnahunk Bridge to him. I hope that I can get him right away.
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cc: Emmons Stacy
May 18, 1936. J. F. Smith, General Passenger Agent, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad, to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Referring to your letter of April 17th:
We have only just received the cut which you requested from our printers today and it has gone
forward to you by parcel post.
We hope that you will pardon the delay and that cut will received in due season.
May 18, 1936. Myron Avery to H. H. Sanders, Jr., Greenville, Me.
Dear Mr. Sanders:
Thank you for your letter of May 13th. We appreciate your interest in our project and your offer
to be of assistance to us. I am passing your letter on to Mr. Greene, who I am sure will be very
much pleased with your commendation.
Do I understand by the second paragraph of your letter that you wish to take these books on
consignment, or to purchase them outright, for re-sale? The six Guides would be $4.80 and the
six sets of maps would amount to $3.00. For reasons which you will appreciate, we have found
that it is not very satisfactory to send out these Guidebooks on consignment. In addition to
reducing the supply available for sale here, it means frequent correspondence to people to whom
the books have been sent on consignment, and we prefer not to handle the matter this way.
cc Greene
May 18, 1936. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
I am enclosing a couple of guides to the Chesuncook Section of Maine Bridal Paths for you to
peruse. I know that you are also interested in what other contemporaries may be doing. These
guides are very brief, sketchy, and inadequate, with many apparent errors to one who may be
familiar with the country, and I do not believe that this path is even marked. I would not want to
walk over this trail to say anything of riding over it unless I had a much better plan of the country.
I saw Mr. Taylor in Stratton the other day, and I told him that we were depending upon him to
make the location of the trail between Sugar Loaf and Mt. Bigelow and he proposes to do so. The
C.C.C. camps are very much restricted as to funds, so the work by their crews will not go quite
as fast as it did last year.
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I notice publicity in the shape of pictures taken on the Appalachian Trail which are being
published from time to time in the Portland Press Herald. Professor Sawyer of Bates was over Mt.
Saddleback about two weeks ago with a group of boys from the Bates Outing Club. They found
the snow still quite deep. In fact, we have had a very backward, cold, wet spring.
Being a philatelist in a moderate degree, it occurs to me to inquire whether you could secure for
me any of the tax exempt potato stamps, which were issued by the Department of Agriculture
last January and distributed to the early growers in Florida, Texas, and Southern California.
These were distributed under the Potato Act which has since been repealed.
Our Department is carrying on as usual and so far we have had a very favorable fire season.
May 26, 1936. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Flynt:
Your very welcome letter a short time ago dealt with the matter of publicity for the Trail in
Maine and repeated your desire to be of as much assistance to the project as possible in this
connection.
1 have been thinking over the situation in light of our past experience and plans for the future.
Thanks to the C.C.C. work, the physical condition of the Trail system is being well cared for.
Our primary requirement at the moment is publicity. We must bring the existence of this Trail to
the knowledge of more people with a view to stimulating its use. To this end, if we could issue
our booklet for free distribution, it would be most helpful. Parenthetically, the status of this
project is that we are to hear from the Maine Central Railroad after I have forwarded the
manuscript and photographs to them. I am hoping that the fact that a new passenger agent is at
the helm of the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad will not mean the loss of the offered assistance
from that quarter.
Frankly, I think that our policy of sending a general release to all of the Maine newspapers has
not been fully productive. The metropolitan papers, particularly the Portland papers, are rather
shy of using material that goes to other papers. The last release on the Guidebook apparently was
not used either in Portland or Lewiston, but the Bangor papers used it in full, with additional
material of their own. Further, it is apparent that some of the other papers with a smaller
circulation made use of the material.
It seemed to me that it would be better policy to try the scheme of perhaps sending to some paper
once a week a short story which would be based on the progress made in the Trail work. We
could get this from Mr. Sewall as developments occur and it would only be a matter of ten or
fifteen minutes each week to run off a short item which in some instances might be
supplemented by pictures. We could send these to the papers at Portland, Lewiston, Augusta, and
Waterville. Undoubtedly you know of someone on each paper to whom the notices could go. I
am inclined to think that if each paper were told that the material had not been furnished in a
similar form to any other paper, that it would greatly facilitate its appearance. The same facts
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could be dressed up, say for the Bangor paper, in a different form when a story, was sent to
Portland.
With this in mind, I have run off a rough item based on the resumption of C.C.C. work in Maine.
It was my thought in sending it to you that you could put it in better newspaper form and send it
to one of the papers at Portland. If you were so disposed, a differently-phrased account might go
to Bangor.
1 think it is most important that we make a very determined effort to get further publicity on the
trail this summer and I would like to know your reaction to my suggestion. It would mean that
Mr. Sewall or the Camp Superintendents would have to feed the news to us and we could pass it
on. If you think it advisable and wish to recast this notice in another form, I can send it out to all
of the papers, as I have envelopes addressed here. Mrs. Whitney, of the Lewiston paper, wishes
to see Greene in order to write a story around him. He has promised to stop at Lewiston on his
way north about the middle of June. If Mr. Sewall, you and I are going to try and carry this
publicity matter, 1 guess Greene can stand the burden of being interviewed. I hope he will be
able to see you on his way north.
I am sending copies of this letter to Mr. Sewall, Mr. Greene, Mr. Sawyer, and Mr. Stubbs.
Mr. Stubbs has forwarded to me the leaflet "Guide to the Chesuncook Section of Maine Bridle
Paths". It bears the stamp of the Maine Development Commission, but I assume was paid for by
the Bangor Club. The point is that the Appalachian Trail route could well have been shown on
the map and the Guidebook referred to for knowledge of the surrounding country. I have written
to Mr. Lamb, making this suggestion, but I wondered if you would not be in a position to have
the Planning Board educated to the extent that they will automatically put such things on the
maps issued for these publications.
May 26, 1936. Myron Avery to Mr. J. F. Smith, General Passenger Agent, Bangor &
Aroostook Railroad
Dear Mr. Smith:
Thank you for your letter of May 18th. The cut to which this letter refers has been received by
parcel post and will be put to very excellent advantage. May I offer my congratulations on your
assumption of the position of General Passenger Agent for the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad. I
have had, over a number of years, frequent contact with your predecessor, Mr. Houghton, and
have furnished a number of articles for In the Maine Woods. We have always been very
appreciative of the cooperative spirit exhibited by the railroad and the assistance it has afforded
in publicizing the recreational assets of the State. You will undoubtedly find among the material
in the office copy of the 250-page Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, which was issued at
the first of the year.
Copy to Greene, Flynt

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1936 – Compiled by David Field – Page

125

C.C.C. COMMENCES FINAL LINK ON MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
Assistant C.C.C. Forester James W. Sewall, of Old Town, Maine, announced today plans for the
completion of one of Maine's finest recreational assets. This project is the completion of the two
unfinished 20-mile sections of the Appalachian Trail, a hiking trail extending along the crest of
the Appalachian Mountains some 2050 miles, from Katahdin in Maine to Mt. Oglethorpe in
northern Georgia. These two unfinished units in Maine are all that remain uncompleted in the
entire Trail.
Last year, the Appalachian Trail project In Maine--some 265 miles--was assumed by the CCC
and the work was begun by trail crews from the camps at Millinocket, Greenville, Blanchard [sic,
Rangeley?] and Flagstaff. The Trail, which then had been constructed from Katahdin to Mt.
Bigelow, was widened, much improved, and re-marked with the white paint blazes, which
designate the Appalachian Trail. In addition, seven lean-tos for use along the Trail, and 30 miles
of new Trail, were completed. At the end of 1935, there remained unfinished only two sections,
from Mt. Sugarloaf to Mt. Saddleback, and from the Andover-South Arm Road to Grafton Notch.
Weather conditions now permit the resumption of CCC work on the Trail. As the Flagstaff and
Millinocket CCC Camps have been discontinued, the remainder of the work will be carried on by
the Rangeley and Greenville Camps. Last week, a 15-man crew of CCC boys, under Foreman
Neil McLaughlin, moved into tents at the Ledge House on the Flagstaff-North Anson Highway.
This crew is to complete the alternate Arnold Trail route from the Kennebec River to Dead River
Village. This trail follows the course made famous by Benedict Arnold, on his historic march
during the Revolutionary War through Maine to attack Quebec in the dead of winter. After
finishing the alternate Arnold Trail, this crew will move west to complete the section between Mt.
Sugarloaf and Saddleback, one of the most difficult units on the entire Trail. A second crew
under Foreman George Winter from the Rangeley Camp is to start the uncompleted link from the
South Arm Highway toward Grafton Notch on May 25th. This work is being carried on, under
Mr. Sewall’s direction, by Ray Viles, Superintendent of the Rangeley CCC Camp.
Another improvement on the Trail is the completion of a much needed wire cable bridge across
the Penobscot River, which will afford a crossing at this point, which has been unavailable since
the old Nesowadnehunk Dam was blown a few years ago.
Travelers in the Maine wilderness have been very enthusiastic over the excellent trail work by
the CCC workers, which is developing in Maine an unequaled recreational asset.
May 26, 1936. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Flynt:
You will remember that you made a very excellent selection of photographs for the folder on the
Trail. I regret to say that these were circulated around and have become separated. I want to send
them with the manuscript to the Railroad and I wondered If I could impose upon you again to ask
if you would separate them and mail them to Mr. McCarthy. I enclose carbon of letter which I
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have written to Mr. McCarthy and I would appreciate your sending these on as soon as possible
so that there will not be too much lapse of time between the receipt of the letter and the photos.
I had sent all of these pictures to Bailey at Lewiston. In the event that they do not all seem to
have come back. It may be that Bailey has failed to forward them all and it would save time to
have you ask him direct for any which do not seem to have been included with the group.
May 26, 1936. Myron Avery to Wilfred Hennessy, Bangor Chamber of Commerce
Dear Mr. Hennessy:
Mr. Flynt has very kindly sent to me a copy of his letter of May 15th addressed to you. The same
mail brought to hand a letter which indicated that Mr. J. F. Smith is now General Passenger
Agent of the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad. I presume that this means that Mr. Houghton has
either retired or is perhaps dead. If the latter is the situation, the recreational interests in Maine
will have experienced a very real loss.
I am sure that you will heartily agree with Mr. Flynt’s suggestion of the desirability of revising
the map in “In the Maine Woods”. The comments which I have to offer are, of course, premised
on the presumption that the publication will continue to appear. If so, it seems that particularly
right for revision is the Appalachian Mountain Club map of the Katahdin Region which is very
unsatisfactory at the present time. You will recall that I sent you some time ago a copy of our
A.T.C. map from Katahdin to the East Branch, thinking that it would make an addition to your
book. May I suggest that if the publication is to appear next year, it might be highly desirable to
commence the revision work on these maps. I join with Mr. Flynt in my offer to be of any
assistance possible to you. I am enclosing an extra copy of this letter in the event that you may
wish to refer it to the General Passenger Agent.
Copy Flynt, Greene
May 26, 1936. Myron Avery to H. F. McCarthy, General Passenger Agent, Maine Central
Railroad
Dear Mr. McCarthy:
Further to my letter of May 13th. 1 am enclosing herewith the manuscript to which I referred.
The photographs which we expect to use to illustrate the article will be sent to you under
separate cover by Mr. Roy H. Flynt, Publicity Director for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club,
Augusta, Maine.
When you have had an opportunity to examine the manuscript and photographs, I would
appreciate your reaction to the suggestions made in my letter of the 13th.
May 26, 1936. Myron Avery to Ernest Lamb
Dear Mr. Lamb:
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Forest Supervisor Stubbs forwarded to me the leaflet, Guide to Chesuncook Section of the Maine
Bridle Paths. Permit me to congratulate your Club on the progress made and the appearance of
its first production. This is in line with the plans of which you told me at our very pleasant
meeting at Boston. I have one suggestion I should like to offer in this connection.
It seems to me that our Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine might well have a Chapter
devoted to the activity of the Bangor Boot and Saddle Club, as this trail crosses the Appalachian
Trail and might be used in conjunction with it. Would there be any member of your Club who
would be disposed to prepare the material? We would indicate the route on our maps. Because of
its value to the frequenters of that region, it seems to me that it might be helpful to have your
folder refer to the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine as well as indicate the route of the
trail crossing the bridle path. I should be very glad to have your opinion as to the feasibility of
my suggestions.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Roy H. Flynt and to Mr. Greene, as well as to Mr.
Stubbs.
May 26,1936. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
I am enclosing a letter from Mr. Sewall, which shows the plans with respect to the C.C.C. This
matter of the location between Sugarloaf and Saddleback is very important and I am wondering
just how they expect to go about it. I don’t know how you are going to be fixed or what you had
planned to do, but it would seem to me highly advisable for you to talk with the foreman who
will be doing this work, as well as with Mr. Viles. It would be most unfortunate if they were to
go ahead without the benefit of your knowledge of the country. As I recall, you thought it better
to come out by way of Barnjum and then follow the ridge west. Mr. Stubbs, I believe, had
suggested that we cross the stream just below Redington Pond where there was a bridge
available.
I hope that you will have a chance to talk over this matter with Mr. Viles and his foreman and
come to a conclusion as to how to determine this location, so that we will have the benefit of the
participation of everyone who is familiar with the situation.
Walter Greene is finishing some signs, which we will send you shortly to put up.
Please let me hear from you as soon as you conveniently can.
CC: Greene, Sewall
May 27, 1936. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
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I appreciate very much your letter of May 23rd, telling me that the Trail work is under way. It
gives me the information which I needed to try and do something along the lines of more
publicity on the progress made. With material like this, I am hoping, with Mr. Flynt’s
cooperation, that we can get much better results during this year. I am having sent to you two
more Guidebooks. You will let us know, of course, of your requirements in this section. I
appreciate your suggesting that I volunteer any thoughts which I may have in connection with
the Trail work as they occur to me. I have already written you about the desirability of having the
Greenville Camp make the relocation on White Cap Mountain at the opening of the season and
the possibilities of a relocation on the west slope of Moxie Bald to avoid that burned area. It
might even be more satisfactory to have a longer side trail to the tower and have the main trail
reach the lake above the narrows if it can keep in green timber. There is one advantage of the
present location and that is the footway on the old road but the growth of grass and raspberry
bushes through the burn is terrific. I would consider it more essential to eliminate the
Saddleback-Sugarloaf gap than to finish the work on Mt. Bigelow, but if we have all of the
summer, it would seem as if both projects could be completed. There is undoubtedly an
advantage in starting in at Bigelow but I think it would be well to keep close check on the
progress so that we allow sufficient time for the very difficult work between Bigelow and
Sugarloaf.
The Greenville Camp did not put in any shelters last year and I presume that this year they will
do so. As you will recall, the southernmost shelter from Katahdin was at the foot of Nahmakanta
Lake. For local reasons, I think it might be very desirable not to have a lean-to on Joe Mary Lake
or the territory adjacent to that camp. It seems next south of Joe Mary Lake, the spot where the
Trail comes out on the shore of Pemadumcook or Potaywadjo spring might well be utilized.
[Avery has confused the geography here, and apparently meant to refer to “next south of
Nahmakanta Lake”.] The next camp could be on Cooper Brook beyond Church Pond which is
the limit of Potter’s territory. What I have in mind is an arrangement of lean-tos in this locality
which can’t be utilized by people from Millinocket in fishing out the Joe Mary territory. A leanto could be built at the public campground on the Kokadjo Road. From there to Monson, I do not
think that there would be any particular problems as to location. Mr. Greene and I spoke of the
matters of the shelters between Yoke Ponds and Nahmakanta on several occasions and I think it
would be well to bear in mind Mr. Potter’s situation when making the location here.
May 27, 1936. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Stubbs:
I appreciate your thoughtfulness in forwarding the leaflet. I assume that the financing of this
publication must have come from the Bangor Club, as it would be highly inconsistent for the
Development Commission to put out this publication after saying that it could not help with our
booklet.
Your observations on the leaflet are, of course, unanswerable. I thought it well, however, to write
to Mr. Lamb, whom I met in Boston, as per the enclosed copy of the letter. We particularly
should make an effort to get the Trail on all publications issued by the State.
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You will note from my letter to Mr. Flynt that I am making an effort this summer to place the
Trail publicity for Maine on a very active basis. I am sending you a copy of the letter which 1
have written to Mr. Sewall about how to go ahead with the location between Sugarloaf and
Saddleback. I hope you will keep in close touch with the situation here, as it would be
unfortunate not to have your knowledge and that of Mr. Taylor utilized in making the final
location.
May 27, 1936. Ace Bailey, Bates College Outing Club, to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Have just returned from a four day trip to the U. of M. where we have been running off the State
Tennis Tourney. Preparation for this and the final exams prevented me from sending a letter to
you after your request for the photos. I sent them immediately, and you should have them by this
time.
At Maine I did find some time to see the leaders of their Outing Club organization along with
Ted Curtis, their faculty representative and Director of Athletics. Ted and I have become great
friends this year through our contacts, and you will find him a live-wire. Al Prince is the student
president of the club.
They all are pepped up over the idea of the A.T., and they are going to have a meeting with Mr.
Sewall in the very near future. Also, they are making plans to hike over the A.T. near Katahdin
in a week or so in order that they may see what would be in store for them if they should take
over a section of the Trail.
They did, however, raise this question. The outing club leaders are extremely interested in the
Trail proposition now; but will the following men have that same interest? Naturally, if they
operated on a budget, and had a certain amount set aside for Trail work the question would be
eliminated somewhat, but then, if they started Trail work and kept it up each year the new
members would have their interest aroused and perpetuated.
Why don’t you write Ted Curtis and Al Prince a letter; describing what section they could take
over and the work they would be expected to perform each year? As you remember, when we got
together in Chase the night of your lecture, we made out a tentative schedule. I submitted that to
Mr. Sewall, and he said it was all right, and that anything you suggested was OK.
And here’s some more good news. Colby is ready and very anxious to know what they’re to do
in the future. Charles Russ wrote the other day giving this information so there’s another letter
you might write them, asking the club to take over that section, Moxie Pond to the Kennebec
River.
As for Bates, I think they are ready and willing to operate from the Frye Brook bridge to the
summit of Saddleback. Thus, Bates and Colby are ready to go to work on definite sections of the
Trail; U. of M. with a little prodding and explanations will be willing; and Bowdoin, I hope, will
take their share.
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Mr. Sewall sent me a letter to-day telling of the A.T. work that is now starting at South Arm and
around Bigelow. I shall send that down to the papers right off, and a copy of the paper I wrote on
the geology along the A.T. will be sent Mr. Flynt in Augusta.
The other night I completed, as a project for the department of Geology here at Bates, a chart of
the entire A.T. in Maine, showing the principle mountains over which it traversed and their
respective heights. This now belongs to the department, but I shall try and borrow it so you may
see it for a few days. Some day when I can get together some more data and topographic maps I
plan to make a very complete chart of the Maine Trail with all the mountains, side Trails, etc.,
with elevations and general characteristics of the region noted.
Exams are now starting to hit me in the face, and there is one more Outing Club trip to be
sponsored. It should be a dandy, as over two hundred students and faculty members have signed
up to leave on a special train Memorial Day for Portland where we shall embark on the
Aucocisco or the Emita for a trip to Fort McKinley (with tour of inspection), a cruise on the Bay,
clambake on Little Cheabeague, more cruising, and the return to campus— all for a dollar. Can I
sign you up for the excursion?
Guess that’s all the news I’ve in my system to-night, so "au revoir". Hope you will write Colby
and U. of M.
May 27, 1936. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Jim:
There is one matter which I wish to write to you directly about, as it may present something of a
problem. This is the matter of getting the best location between Sugarloaf and Saddleback which
I suggest may require your guiding hand. Taylor, who has the Trail beyond Sugarloaf, knows
the region well. Mr. Viles has not been in that section and I have tried, without success, to get
Taylor in contact with Mr. Viles. In a recent letter to me, Mr. Stubbs writes:
I saw Taylor in Stratton the other day, and I told him that we were
depending on him to make the location of the Trail between Sugarloaf
and Mt. Bigelow and he proposed to do so.
As this is finished, I think what Mr. Stubbs had in mind was the westward extension. Mr. Stubbs
wrote that it might be desirable to turn down from the ridge north of Mt. Abraham—making a
side trail to the tower and crossing the stream on the railroad bridge—below Redington Pond.
From what I saw last fall, I am convinced that the Trail should take in as much of the east and
west ridge of Saddleback as is possible. The map makes this very clear. Originally Mr. Taylor
had in mind a route from Mt. Abraham down to the automobile road at the old Barnjum
Campground. This had the advantage of a farmhouse where accommodations could be secured.
There is no bridge here across the stream. Farther north there would be no accommodations and
Mr. Stubbs’ suggestion is different from the proposed route outlined in the Guidebook, but this is
not material. I presume that you have the topographic maps and I am writing to suggest that you
might want to take definite steps to have Taylor and Viles get together so that the route selected
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would represent the consensus of opinion and have the benefit of the available knowledge of the
locality. You will see what I have in mind and why I am writing to you about this particular
situation.
May 29, 1936. Ray Viles, Chief Foreman, Rangeley CCC Camp 55-P, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am very glad to inform you that I have started two crews out on the Appalachian Trail. One
crew has started on the Bigelow end, and the other on the South Arm road.
For your information, I have completed about 3 miles of the Houghton Truck trail, leaving about
three miles of incompleted trail to Four Ponds where it connects with the trail built last summer.
Work on this project has been discontinued for the summer.
Would it be possible for you to send me another copy of the standard Adirondack shelter, with
two crews I would like to send a blue print with each crew.
{Copy Greene, Sewall, Sawyer}
May 31, 1936. Ruth Gillete Hardy, Editor, Appalachia, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am sorry not to have used your beautiful pictures of Katahdin, but I had already accepted a
page of climbing pictures from that region, and there was no room to add another plate.
Thank you for the corrected proof. I have asked Mr. Irish to send an estimate on the cost of the
notes but I was somewhat slow in returning the galley because other writers did not return theirs
as quickly as you did yours.
I have made the change you suggested in your second paragraph, but the abbreviation for
"mountain" which is uniformly used in APPALACHIA is"Mt." whether that word precedes or
follows the name, and I had made the change in your manuscript to conform to the rest of the
magazine.
June 2, 1936. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letters and inclosures of May 26 reached me after the memorial day week end. The
pictures arrived Monday and I hope to have sorted and forwarded them to McCarthy today. The
proposed release I will study for possible revision although it is doubtful if I can improve upon it.
Doubtless your idea of frequent short releases is the solution of the publicity problem.
Thanks for the inclosures.
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P.S. Pictures forwarded tonight.
Copies to Green, Sewall, Stubbs, and Sawyer
June 2, 1936. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
In reply to your letter relative to the leaflet "Guide to the Chesuncook Section of the Maine
Bridle Path", Mr. Greaton assured me that the omission of the Appalachian Trail route on the
map was unintentional. He has authorized us to include the Appalachian Trail on the maps that
the Planning B0ard makes for the Maine Development Commission.
We can promise you further that whenever practicable the Appalachian Trail will be put on any
map that will be issued by the Maine State Planning Board.
June 2, 1936. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Jim:
I enclose copy of letter of May 27th which I have received from Bailey at Bates College. As we
both know, the strength of connections with the Outing Clubs lies in the continuity resulting
from the contacts with faculty advisers, such as Sawyer at Bates. Before I wrote to Curtis,
I thought I had better pass this matter on to you, as you might think it would be more effective
for you to talk with Curtis and Prince. If you find that you are too busy to do this, and think it
would be better I will write them direct. I will hold the matter until I hear from you. I do feel that
it would be a very great advantage in your being able to talk to Mr. Curtis.
I am waiting to hear from Flynt on the matter of the publicity.
cc Greene
June 2, 1936. Myron Avery to Harold G. Bailey
Dear Ace:
I am very glad indeed to have your long letter of May 27th, telling me of the situation. It doesn’t
require much imagination to know how busy you are at this time of the year.
I have taken the liberty of sending a copy of your letter of May 27th to Mr. Sewall, for it
occurred to me that we might make better progress by having him talk with Mr. Curtis, which I
think he would like to do. I will hear from Mr. Sewall within a few days and then we can go
ahead with the matter.
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I hope that you will find the opportunity to furnish the Lewiston papers with the illustrated story,
but with all of the extras which come at the end of the year, I fully realize that it is out of the
question.
You certainly are running a fine Memorial Day excursion for $1.00. I have just come back this
morning from a 4-day Vacation in Southern Virginia, on a joint trip where there were
representatives of four different Appalachian Trail Club people. We did 30 miles of the
Appalachian Trail in Southern Virginia, and incidental peaks, including the highest in Virginia,
which is a dense growth of spruce and pine, just like the Maine Woods.
cc Greene
June 3, 1936. G. E. Spinney, Acting Forest Supervisor, White Mountain National Forest, to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your understanding is correct that a boundary revision of the White Mountain National Forest is
now under consideration by which the so-called Success area would be added to the National
Forest. As you indicate, much of the terrain covered by the Old Speck Quadrangle is included in
the area now under consideration. However, until such time as this extension is definitely
approved by the various agencies concerned, I hesitate to make a direct request to the United
States Geological Survey for the completion of this quadrangle. However, I assure you that the
lack of a reliable topographic map of this section has proven a decided handicap in the
preparation of a report on this proposed extension. After reviewing recently the advance copy of
the Mt. Washington Quadrangle, I realized all the more the need for more up-to-date topographic
sheets covering the area within the existing White Mountain National Forest and adjoining lands
as well as such adjoining areas as the one you mentioned.
The proposed Success Purchase Unit embraces the Mahoosuc Range, but, as I have indicated
above, this extension has not yet been approved.
{Copy Watson}
June 3, 1936. Myron Avery to Alfred Elden, Portland, Maine
Dear Mr. Elden:
I trust that you will remember my call on you at Portland at few years back and your article on
the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
With the C.C.C. work, the Trail has been practically completed and we have been able to issue a
280-page Guidebook to the route. I wonder if you would be interested in preparing a feature
article on the Trail project. We would supply you with photographs and sufficient material so
that it would be only a matter of culling and re-writing to work up a good story. It would seem to
me that there would be a very good market for this story in the local papers and I should like
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very much to be able to run a feature article in the Sunday paper at Portland during the next two
months.
If you are interested, kindly let me know, and I will arrange to have forwarded, photographs and
material to you.
cc Greene, Flynt
June 3, 1936. Myron Avery to Chief C.C.C. Foreman (Rangeley Camp) Ray Viles
Dear Viles:
I appreciate your thoughtfulness in sending me your letter of May 29th, to tell me that the C.C.C.
crews have resumed work.
I suppose that you have been able to get the problem of the crossing of the swamp on the South
Arm Road straightened out, and I shall be interested to know if you made any change below the
old Sessions Camp, where the Trail turns down into the brook bed, just east of the South Arm
Road, where we came off last summer.
I judge from the second paragraph of your letter that the truck trail project has been suspended
until winter. If there is any thought that this will not be finished, it would seem to me vital to
push the trail construction east from Four Ponds to meet the truck road; otherwise, we will have a
gap permanently remaining in this section.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Sewall, so that he will have the situation in mind.
I am afraid that I do not remember just what I sent you as to the standard Adirondack shelter. If
you will tell me just what that was, I will obtain and forward another copy to you.
As soon as the Trail gets along far enough, I hope to be able to come up again and measure it. It
may be that Mr. Greene will be able to make you a visit this year. As you will recall, the
necessity for getting the whole section re-painted in the standard fashion and some of the old
paint blazes taken out with black paint, was the outstanding problem last fall. I hope that you
have been able to have this taken care of by breaking in a reliable and experienced painter.
There were some small saplings in the new trail, which, as you will recall, we thought could
come out to good advantage.
I would appreciate your keeping me informed as the work develops, as we can use this
information in getting newspaper stories about the Trail in Maine.
CC: Greene, Sewall
June 4, 1936. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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Yours of May 26th at hand. I have not done any work on trail as yet. We are short a man in this
division right now and I am tending two districts but I expect a new man any day now and then
maybe I can get a little time off.
I had a talk with Mr. Stubbs a few days ago and I can see that he thinks the Reddington Pond
way the best. That was my idea in the first place but it involves much more work. That means a
side trail on to Abram and you do not strike Barnjum. Now there is some talk of a permanent
camp at Reddington Pond. If it was to be a public sporting camp maybe that is the way to go as
long as the C.C.C. is doing the work. I will find out about the camp and let you know.
I will try to see Mr. Viles right away and we will plan something out and let you know. I may go
over there tomorrow if I can find him at home.
{P.S. I also had a letter from Mr. Sewall asking me to see Mr. Viles.}
June 5, 1936. Myron Avery to J. H. Thoeing, Capital Offset Printer
Dear Mr. Thoeing:
Under the contract arrangement with you, the next payment of the Maine Guidebook, in the
amount of $76.00, is due on July 10th, four months after the delivery date of March 10th. In
consideration of our having anticipated this date of payment and having paid to you $82.40, it is
understood that our next payment of $50.00, which is due 8 months after March 10th, is reduced
to $42.60, and that we may have a two months’ extension for either this payment or for any other
installment due.
It is understood that the negatives have been delivered to us for safekeeping and that the 100
copies of the Guidebook are also stored with us, to await our decision as to whether or not we
will be able to purchase them at the price formerly quoted of $49.00.
cc Mrs. Williams
June 5, 1936. Myron Avery to Colonel Harry F. Ross, Rockland, Maine
Dear Colonel Ross:
Since our conversation at New York, I have been extremely busy, but I have managed to talk
with Associate Director Demaray of the Park Service. His attitude seems to be that they would
welcome Katahdin as an addition to Acadia but have no specific plans as to the ways and means
o£ acquiring it.
I checked up on the CCC Camp at Katahdin and found that the Park Service had not intended to
put it back. I made representations as to the importance of completing the work there and the
seriousness of conditions. As a result, on May 27th a telegram was sent out to the Regional
Office asking if they could put in a side camp from Camden. I will follow up the matter on my
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return from New York next week and keep you advised. I am optimistic that we can accomplish
something here when the need for the completion of the work is fully realized.
I found that some time in March, the Commercial ran a long column on GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, copy of the prospectus of which I enclose.
Mr. Flynt, our Publicity Director, will send out releases from time to time on the state of the
Trail work in Maine. The Commercial has given us excellent publicity in the past and we would
like to continue sending these items to your paper. Should they be sent direct to you by Mr.
Flynt?
I will write again as soon as I have more information.
cc Greene, Flynt, Sewall
June 5, 1935. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Jim:
There are one or two matters that I thought I had better mention to you. On going up to the
Forest Service, I found that Mr. Tillotson had been transferred about a month ago to California,
and that Mr. Backus, who formerly had charge of the C.C.C. work in the southern part of Region
7, was assuming charge of the entire work. Mr. Hoar has been brought from Amherst and has
been given another assignment. So that, between the State and Mr. Backus, there is only the
regional inspector at Laconia.
I thought it well to make contact with Mr. Backus and left a Guidebook with him. I told him of
the fine progress that was being made in the State and how the work was carried on. He seemed
greatly interested and promised to cooperate in every possible way. He said he did not think
there was any chance of any of the camps in Maine being taken out until winter. With fourteen
states to look after, I doubt if Mr. Backus will be able to get into the field very much and the
present arrangement may result in more decentralization, which will perhaps be to our advantage.
I am wondering what you know about the situation with respect to the Katahdin Camp. For
reasons which are too obvious to require any discussion, it would seem very unfortunate to have
the work at Katahdin stop in its unfinished state. Mr. Harry Ross came in to see me at New York.
He and Governor Brann had been to see officials in Washington about the possibility of
enlarging the Katahdin Park--primarily, I suppose, through acquiring Ross’ lands. The Park
Service, I think, indicated that they would be glad to have Katahdin as a part of Acadia, provided
the land could be donated, because there are no funds for its purchase. He told me that Governor
Brann had found out from Mr. Fechner that the Park Service Camp was not going back to
Katahdin. I immediately tried to get in touch with the Park Service, to represent conditions and
the necessity for carrying on the work there. As a result, on May 27th a telegram was sent to the
local office, asking about the possibility of putting in a side camp from Camden. I shall keep
after this matter, for I think we all must agree that it would be deplorable to have the work on the
south side of the mountain remain in its unfinished state. I can represent to the Park Service the
importance of having it done. If there is any local angle in this connection, I wish you would let
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me know. I think I understand the background as far as Mr. Ross and the Governor are
concerned. I know that the Park Service Camp is out of your jurisdiction but that you have kept
in touch with the work at Katahdin.
{Copy Greene}
June 5, 1936. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt.
Dear Flynt:
1 have your letter in which you write that my suggestion as to handling the publicity meets with
your approval. As I see it, the effectiveness of this plan depends upon my being able to get the
information to you and upon your being able to get the story to the papers while it is still news;
also, to determine whether or not it is working. I hope you can arrange to send to me the news
item as it appears and let me know where you are placing it. I am enclosing another item. If you
put the last one in the Portland paper, I should think you would want to place this either in the
Bangor or Augusta papers. I think also that it would be encouraging if we could send a copy of
the item to the particular Camp or Superintendent to which it relates.
In order to conserve time, I will endeavor to put these items in the best form, but I realize that
you can dress them up and adapt them to newspaper style better than I. In addition, I suggested
that you would undoubtedly be able to re-vamp each item so that it can serve another paper in a
different section, with the result that we will get two stories.
There will undoubtedly be expenses for postage and purchase of papers. When these items are
sufficient, you can send them on to the Treasurer and they can be paid out of our limited funds.
Both of us feel that we want to make particular progress with our publicity this summer and it
will necessitate close cooperation on these releases. So I shall be very glad to hear from you at
your leisure in this connection.
I am sending copies of this letter to Greene and Sewall.
cc Greene, Sewall
Assistant CCC Forester James W. Sewall, of Old Town, Maine, today informed Roy H. Flynt,
Publicity Director of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, that the completion of the improvement
of the eastern section of the Appalachian Trail in Maine had been commenced. Last year, trail
crews from the Millinocket and Greenville CCC Camps worked over the Appalachian Trail from
Katahdin to Blanchard, a distance of 120 miles, building shelters, re-clearing the Trail and
renewing the marking. At the end of the season when the Millinocket Camp was discontinued,
there remained in this improvement work an unfinished link from the B Pond-Cooper Brook
Road to Nahmakanta Stream. On June 1st, a 15-man CCC crew, under Foreman Hugh MacNeil
from the Greenville Camp, began work on this section.
Two CCC crews from the Rangeley Camp, late in May, started work on the 20-mile
uncompleted section of the Appalachian Trail from the Andover-South Arm Road to Grafton
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Notch and on the Arnold Trail. The latter project is an alternative route between the Kennebec
River and Mt. Bigelow and will follow the exact route of the historic Arnold Expedition in the
Revolutionary War across the Maine Wilderness to attack Quebec in the dead of winter--one of
the outstanding incidents of American history.
Mr. Sewall expects that, in the near future, a crew will commence work on a cable bridge
crossing of the Penobscot River at Nesowadnehunk Dam--a crossing which is much needed in
that locality.
The Appalachian Trail in Maine is under the direction of the recently organized Maine
Appalachian Trail Club. The requirement for membership in this organization, which is limited,
is to have rendered distinguished service to the Trail project in Maine. Earlier in the year, the
Trail Club issued a 250-page Guidebook to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, with 7 maps, which
may be obtained from the Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington,
D. C.
The work of the CCC Comps on the Trail in Maine is developing for the State an unequaled
recreational resource, which will be outstanding in the New England States.
June 5, 1936. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
The enclosures with your letter of June 2nd seem to care for all of the necessary matters and we
can await developments.
I agree with you that the most efficient method is for me to take the information as you pass it on
and to send to Flynt the rough releases. I am sending him a second release, based on the
Greenville Camp going to work on the Trail. The success of this scheme depends upon Flynt’s
being able to pass on the stories promptly to the papers, while the item is still news.
I guess this covers all of the matters to date.
cc Greene, Flynt
June 8, 1936. R. B. Skinner, Secretary, Maine Horse Association, to Roy Flynt
Dear Mr. Flynt:
I have recently received a copy of a “Guide to Chesuncook Section of Maine Bridle Paths”. I
want to say it is a fine, professional piece of work. All the saddle enthusiasts I meet are highly
pleased with it and deeply appreciative of your work and interest.
Every member of the Maine Horse Association stands ready to assist your Board to the fullest
extent, not merely in the way of mapping bridle trails but in any effort for the good of the State
we love so well.
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June 8, 1936. Roy Flynt to Harold Bailey, Bates College Outing Club
Dear Mr. Bailey:
Thanks for sending me a copy of your most excellent article on the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
This will be useful in connection with releases sent by Mr. Avery from Washington which I am
preparing for Maine papers. The timeliness of your article will be greatly appreciated by all of
us interested in the Trail work.
Last Friday I obtained the consent of Consultant Mullikin, of the Maine State Planning Board, to
make an inspection of the Appalachian Trail at Katahdin Brook, make a report on the number of
shelters, the condition of roads, etc., the facilities and approach to Chimney Pond Trail on the
east, and obtain pictures and data concerning the location of the proposed new wire cable bridge
across the Penobscot.
I expect to be at Sourdnahunk Falls, where the bridge will be located, the 17th or 18th of June.
The Emergency Conservation Work office reported this morning that twenty men will start this
week on the bridge work. The foreman is Burton Hunt, who is an experienced man on
constructions of this kind.
Following graduation do you expect to get up into the Katahdin country? If you are in Augusta
at any time I should enjoy having you call at the office of the Maine State Planning Board, which
is opposite the Maine Central Station, first floor of the old Kennebec Journal Building.
Sent to Avery, Greene, Sawyer
BUILDING CABLE BRIDGE
ON APPALACHIAN TRAIL
{By Roy Flynt, Proposed Bangor News, copy K. J. [Kennebec Journal], Portland Press Herald}
Sourdnahunk Falls, on the Penobscot West Branch, in the shadow of Katahdin is the scene of
unusual activity this week. On this historic spot, famous in song and Indian legend, a CCC crew
from Patten has erected tents for a six week's project that will forge another link in the 2050 mile
Appalachian sky-line foot path from Mt. Katahdin--the first place in the United States to greet
the morning sun--to Mt. Oglethorpe in Georgia. This crew of 20 men under the direction of
forester James Sewall of Old Town, engineer Burton Hunt of Island Falls, and foreman Fred
Costigen of Milford, will erect a 207 foot wire cable bridge with towers, across the head of
Sourdnahunk Falls where the Appalachian Trail crosses the Penobscot on its way to Rainbow
Lake. The crossing here has been blocked since the dam was blown several years ago. Fast
increasing demands by hikers and trail clubs for the closing of this gap were met by the
Governor and Council and the Maine Emergency Conservation Work. $1500 was contributed by
the State for the purchase of the steel and CCC labor will erect this bridge.
Threading Maine's great forest wilderness for 266 miles from Katahdin to the New Hampshire
line, the Maine Appalachian Trail is destined to become one of Maine's outstanding recreational
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assets not outrivaled in scenic charm by the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia or the Great
Smokies of North Carolina.
Envisioned in 1921 by Benton MacKaye—forester, author and philosopher— of Shirley Center,
Massachusetts, a continuous Appalachian Trail has been the objective for the last 15 years of
mountain clubs in the fifteen eastern states through which the "silvered aisle” threads its way to
the Georgia peak. In 1935, upon the recommendation of James W. Sewall, CCC Forester for
Maine, with the support of State and Federal Forest Service officials, and the activity of Trail
Conference officials at Washington, D.C., the Appalachian Trail project in Maine was adopted as
an item of the CCC program under the direction of State Forest Commissioner, Waldo Seavey.
The work in Maine will continue in charge of Assistant CCC Forester James W. Sewall of Old
Town, whose accomplishments in trail construction during the year 1934 and 1935 received the
commendation of trail and mountain clubs and the approval of state and federal agencies. Mr.
Sewall announced today that satisfactory progress is being made on the work program for this
year which includes completion of the improvement of the eastern section of the Appalachian
Trail in Maine. Last year, trail crews from the Millinocket and Greenville CCC Comps worked
over the Appalachian Trail from Katahdin to Blanchard, a distance of 120 miles, building
shelters, re-clearing the Trail and renewing the marking. At the end of the season when the
Millinocket Camp was discontinued, there remained in this improvement work an unfinished
link from the B Pond-Cooper Brook Road to Nahmakanta Stream. On June 1, a 15-man CCC
crew, under Foremen Hugh McNeil from the Greenville Camp, began work on this section.
The Patten crew will finish the wire cable bridge at Sourdnahunk dam.
Two CCC crews from the Rangeley Camp, late in May, started work on the 20-mile
uncompleted section of the Appalachian Trail from the Andover-South Arm Road to Grafton
Notch and on the Arnold Trail. The latter project is an alternative route between the Kennebec
River and Mt. Bigelow and will follow the exact route of the historic Arnold Expedition in the
Revolutionary War across the Maine Wilderness to attack Quebec in the dead of winter--one of
the outstanding incidents of American history.
The Appalachian Trail in Maine is under the direction of the recently organized Maine
Appalachian Trail Club. The requirement for membership in this organization, which is limited,
is to have rendered distinguished service to the Trail project in Maine. Earlier in the year, the
Trail Club issued a 250-page Guidebook to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, with 7 maps, which
may be obtained from the Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington,
D.C. The work of the CCC camps on the Trail in Maine is developing for the State an unequaled
recreational resource, which will be outstanding in the New England States.
June 8, 1936. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I have your letter of the 2nd Inst. together with copies of Viles' correspondence and letter from
Bailey.
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I had already sent Viles blueprint of Adirondack shelter last year and then sent one just a few
days ago for each one of the trail foremen so I guess he is all right in that now.
I don’t know as I will get around to seeing Curtis and Prince. Why don’t you write them both
and suggest that they get in touch with me. If they will call me up I will make it a point to see
them. If you don’t get any action that way let me know.
I went to Lower Joe Mary Lake this week and have arranged for the transportation through Mr.
Leon Potter and through Mr. Harry Tingley and Thomas Perrow (the two latter are the Maine
Forest District Fire Service) on the lakes, for the Greenville crew’s equipment, supplies, etc. We
are planning to use Ambejijus Lake 9 miles from Millinocket as the putting off point for supplies,
boating to the outlet of Lower Joe Mary Lake, polling up the outlet, and boating again on the
lake. The crew, under MacNeil, are pushing down from Crawford Dam about half way to Lower
Joe Mary and then moving to somewhere near Potters and then making the trail back. They will
then in one or two moves get to the Maher camp ground on Nahmakanta and build the trail to
where they pick up the Millinocket work.
Strong opposition has developed to building any shelters in this section and I think we would do
well to omit shelters now. I have so instructed Stacy, Superintendent at Greenville.
With regard to Sourdnahunk foot bridge: went to the bridge site with Supt. Tedford of the Patten
camp, Foreman Costigan and Bridge Engineer Hunt. We are starting a crew from Patten this
morning to begin this work and will bring over a blacksmith and forge from the Patten camp
until the heavy drilling is done for anchorages. The Great Northern Paper Co. has loaned us a
pair of horses, tote wagon and rigging to help erect the bridge. This helps out a good deal
because our funds are low. Messrs. Tingley and Perrow are putting in a telephone box so we will
have communication and that also is going to help. The Great Northern Paper Co. is also letting
us have a batteaux.
I would like to have you acknowledge this help to Mr. Frank E. Pearson, Spruce Wood
Department, Great Northern Paper Co., Bangor, Maine in a brief letter but I do not think you had
better give this matter of loans from the Great Northern paper Co. any publicity because we have
had some misunderstandings in other camps where we have obtained such loans and had to do a
lot of explaining as to why they were made and I do not want to have to bother with all of that. I
think it will all go along pretty good now we are started.
I have got in mind taking Fred Costigan, Bridge crew foreman, when I get a chance, and going
up around from the bridge site to Rainbow Lake. I want to see a trail put around the east end of
that lake so that trail travelers won't have to depend on hollering across on a windy day and I
don't know but what we could do it with the bridge crew if it isn't too much of a job, after they
get done with the bridge. It is too far away for the Greenville crew to attempt. I wish you would
write me your reactions to this.
I am planning to visit Winter and MacNeil of the Rangeley crew if I can soon. I want to go out
with them on the trail a day to each man because they have not done this work before this season
and I may be able to help them out. Meanwhile we have got our four crews going.
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June 8, 1936. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I have your letters of the 5th Inst. with enclosures.
I don’t know as to Backus. The Regional Inspector at Laconia is probably Mr. Dowd who has
been Inspector in Maine for about a year. He has always been a good man to do business with. If
this move brings decentralization it will be all right but if the move brings more centralization it
will not be good.
I have heard nothing at all about the Katahdin camp and I had rather given up hopes of getting it.
If a side camp can be put in from Camden, while I probably would have no official connection
with it, I could be of great help to them and would take hold in every way possible.
The first thing that should be done is complete the road from Windey Pitch to the Park camp site
so as to join the two pieces of good road and not leave the gap in between. Then they should
work up the mountain. We planned last year to build that piece of road this winter from
Millinocket and then to start on the Sourdnahunk road but it is difficult to do much consecutive
thinking with so many changes being made way up in the clouds.
Of course Ross is interested in selling his land to the Government and it would make a good part
of the park; but I don’t know how he will make it. I would think it would be rather difficult now.
I have wanted all along to get Baxter Park surveyed and then at least a strip or block bought
which would include the land around Basin Ponds, but so far have not even been able to get the
survey made. Last year the Park camp was going to do it and didn’t. I suppose perhaps another
year we might get some side camp to do it out of one of the C. C. C. Camps if the Park camp
definitely moves out of that country. All we know about the east line of Baxter Park is where it
strikes on the U.S.G.S. map and that is not always anything to bet on. Keep me posted as to
whether a park camp will go in or not. If I could only get 25 or 30 men in there with a shovel and
a few trucks we could do business, providing we could get a competent road man to take charge,
and if we have to take some political appointee who doesn't know anything about roads we will
not get anything done anyway. Therefore you will want to stress a small crew and a competent
foreman. Of course a side camp up there from Camden is way out of reach so far as Army
regulations go but I might be able to help you there by going to Corp myself. That is something
to bear in mind.
June 9, 1936. Roy Flynt to R. B. Skinner, Secretary, Maine Horse Association
Dear Mr. Skinner:
Captain Alfred Mullikin, Consultant, and John L. Jones, Executive Officer, join me in thanks for
your enthusiastic letter of June 8, commending our work.
Your generous offer of full cooperation, not only in mapping bridle paths, but in “any effort for
the good of the State” is indeed appreciated and lends enthusiasm to our efforts to promote
Maine’s welfare recreationally.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1936 – Compiled by David Field – Page

143

One feature omitted from the map and called to our attention by Myron Avery of the
Appalachian Trail Conference of Washington, D. C., was the location of the Maine to Georgia
Appalachian Trail, reached by taking the left fork (about two miles from Katahdin Iron Works)
on the Gulf Road, four miles to Hay Brook, or at the intersection of the Bridle and Appalachian
trail at Yoke Pond.
Mr. Greaton instructed me to assure Mr. Avery that the omission was unintentional and that the
Appalachian Trail will appear on any revision of this map and on any other Bridle Path maps
where the Path and Trail intersect or some within contacting distance.
In discussing the preparation of future maps for the Maine Horse Association, Mr. Greaton
agreed that lakes, streams, mountains and points of local interest should be added to further
enhance its value, much after the style followed by the Appalachian Trail guide books. I hope to
be in a position to give this work personal attention.
June 9, 1936. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
The second press release which you sent me June 5, I will prepare for the Bangor News. The first
press release I forwarded to the Bangor Commercial and the Portland Evening Express. I am
working with the Associated Press representative in Augusta for full coverage in abbreviated
form of work progress on the Trail. This procedure will be advantageous because the Associated
will accept no releases that are blanketed to daily papers. I shall be in a position to handle these
more properly as the first press release reached me at a time when unexpected work made it
impossible to handle the release with necessary dispatch.
Consultant Mullikin of the Maine State Planning Board is interested in the recreational phase of
the Maine Appalachian Trail and has given me permission to visit the wire cable bridge project
at Sourdnahunk Falls on the Penobscot west branch. I shall obtain pictures and data for a report
to the Planning Board, and on my return, prepare an article to be offered the Portland Sunday
Telegram which has big coverage in Maine. I expect to be in the Katahdin country from June 17
to 21.
From Mr. Connors, Junior Administration officer of the Emergency Conservation Work office in
Augusta, I obtained, this morning, blueprints of the wire cable bridge. Both Mr. Connors and
Forest Commissioner Seavey, gave me permission to use the maps for making a perspective
sketch to keep on file at the Planning Board and to be reproduced in the Portland Telegram with
pictures and story. If you think of a better plan let me know, especially if Alfred Elden consents
to writing an article in reply to your letter of June 3.
Mr. Connors said that 20 men would be employed from 45 to 60 days and work was to be started
this Monday morning. Do you know if a sketch of the proposed bridge has ever been made and
used in publicity. I can't find a record here of any sketch having been made.
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Mr. Mullikin will be glad to cooperate with the Maine Appalachian Trail Club as the work fits
into the program of the recreation division of the Planning Board. The Maine State Planning
Board is cooperating with the new Park Commission, which has jurisdiction over all State parks,
with the exception of Baxter State Park. Your letter to Col. Ross was interesting as I have
enjoyed a long acquaintance with him. I am sure that we can depend on the Commercial for
liberal use of space bearing on Trail work.
Of special interest was your reference to Mr. Greene's promised visit to Lewiston on his way
north to talk with Mrs. Whitney of the Lewiston Journal. Can’t you inveigle Mr. Greene to take
the bus to Augusta to spend an hour at the Planning Board to talk with Consultant Mullikin and
members of the staff on matters relating to the Trail. It would give added incentive in the Trail
work to our officers and draftsmen. I should like to have Mr. Greene plan to stay over night with
me if he can arrange to do so.
Sent to: Sewall, Greene, Sawyer
June 11, 1936. Roy Flynt Telegram to Myron Avery
FLIT IS BADLY NEEDED BY RANGELEY AND GREENVILLE CREWS ON TRAILS
STOP AGENT CONNORS SAYS NEITHER STATE NOR FEDERAL AGENCIES
ALLOWED TO PURCHASE STOP WIRE E W CONNORS JUNIOR PURCHASING AGENT
ECE AUGUSTA FRIDAY IF YOU OR CONFERENCE WILL GUARANTEE TEN
DOLLARS AND FLIT WILL BE BOUGHT AND SENT
ANSWER BY WESTERN UNION.
{This forwarded to me and received Sat. I wrote Connors we would get money. May have to
take 5 from A.T.C. $5 from MATC funds. Consider it necessary. Called you Sat. noon as usual
no answer.}
June 13, 1936. Ray Viles to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
After discussing the trail from Bigelow Village Westerly with Helon Taylor, he suggests leaving
his old proposed route somewhere in the valley Southwest of Spaulding Mountain and
continuing in a Westerly direction to the East end of Reddington Pond, thence Southwesterly to
the top of Saddleback Jr. and from there to the Fire Tower on Saddleback. This would make an
exceedingly picturesque route, and I believe would forward our progress to quite some extent as
there is a truck road from the old Dead River station on the Sandy River R.R. to the east end of
Reddington Pond that I could move in on by truck and cut three or four miles each way without
packing. He suggests putting a blue line from the Valley Southerly of Spaulding Mountain to the
Fire Tower on Mt. Abram.
I believe the above route would work out very much to your advantage as well as mine, as their
will be a shelter built in the vicinity of where the side trail forks to Mt. Abram.
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Mr. A.B. Sargent has a good place to stay at Reddington Pond that is open during the summer
months.
After you have had time to consider the above changes will you kindly advise me as to whether
this route will be exceptable [sic] or not.
{Copy: Flynt, Helon Taylor, Sewall, Greene, W.H. Sawyer, Heermance, Stubbs}
June 15, 1936. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery. [Hand-written] [In Avery’s hand:] {These
enclosures to be sent to Sewall by Greene, then returned to Avery.}
My dear Avery:
Just a line as I am leaving for Katahdin.
Enclosed is a copy of the “story” that appeared May 3 in the Portland Sunday Telegram. It is not
Bailey’s; I have a copy of his msc.
I picked an unfortunate time for the second release. Neither the Bangor News nor the Press
Herald printed it—at least not to my knowledge as I searched both papers. Neither did the
Journal at Augusta. The commencement programs and Republican Convention crowded it out. I
will revamp and try the Sun. Telegram with pictures upon my return.
Mr. Connors said he heard from you “O.K.” on flit, and was pleased at your cooperation. We are
finishing the perspective sketch of the bridge. How many copies can you use? Must get
someone to finance the prints as Planning Board hasn’t funds.
Enclosed is copy of 1st release in B. Com.
(Hope Greene calls Tuesday. I leave Tues. nite.)
June 15, 1936. H. F. McCarthy, Boston & Maine Railroad, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of May 13th enclosing manuscript.
I am sorry that the Advertising Committee feels unable to participate in the expense of
publication of your booklet. The reasoning of this Committee is frankly a matter of expediency
and is no reflection on the merit of your proposed publication. We are faced with large
expenditures to repair damage done by the floods and we are finding it necessary to devote our
entire advertising budget to merchandising the reduced passenger fares. Without a strenuous
advertising campaign we feel that the reduced fares will result in a reduction in our passenger
revenue.
I am sorry that we cannot financially aid a project which we all feel is worth while.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1936 – Compiled by David Field – Page

146

I am returning your manuscript to you and the photographs to Mr. Flynt. I took the liberty of
making one change on Page 24 inasmuch as Rumford is a local point on the Maine Central R.R.
{Copy Greene, Sewall, Flynt, Sawyer, Heermance}
June 15, 1936. Waldo N. Seavey, Forest Commissioner, by Edward W. Connors, Jr. Adm.
Asst., ECW, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
We thank you for your letter of the 13th authorizing the expenditure of $10.00 for the purchase
of flit to be used by the CCC crews on the Appalachian Trail work.
Mr. Sewall made arrangements with the Army Headquarters for flit and consequently this
purchase will not have to be made. It is very likely, however, that there will be other occasions in
which this expenditure of $l0.00, will be necessary.
We would like to have the authority to use it should we require it.
June 15, 1936. Roger L. Scaife, The Old Farmer’s Almanac, to Myron Avery
My dear Mr. Avery:
We have with pleasure published your articles in The Old Farmer’s Almanac on the Appalachian
Trail and I hope that you have new information which can be used this year in a similar page.
The Almanac has had a very successful season and a wide circulation, many reviews in the
papers, and our readers have told us that the last issue was the best from an editorial point of
view yet to be published. We hope to keep up this standard and trust that you will help us do so.
The information, however, should vary from last year for although definite information is
required, we have found by experience that printing the same page in two successive years does
not bring the desired result.
June 16, 1936. Myron Avery to J. H. Thoeing, Capital Offset Printers
Dear Mr. Thoeing:
Under the contract arrangement with you, the next payment of the Maine Guidebook, in the
amount of $75.00, is due on July 10th, four months after the delivery date of March 10th. In
consideration of our having anticipated this date of payment and having paid to you $82.40, it is
understood that our next payment of $50.00, which is due 8 months after March 10th, is reduced
to $42.60, and that we may have a two months’ extension for either this payment or for any other
installment due.
It is understood that the negatives for this book have been delivered to us for safekeeping and
that 46 copies of the Guidebook have been stored with us. This is a part of the lot of 100, which
we were, under the original contract, to hold, pending our determination to purchase them from
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you at a quoted cost of $49.00. It is understood that the remaining 54 copies will have to be
rebound. In view of the fact that you are not in a position to carry out all of the terms of the
contract, the matter of allowance to be made therefor cannot be determined until you can advise
us definitely as to the situation with respect to reprinting, etc., at which time the adjustment can
be agreed upon.
June 17, 1936. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Jim:
Your two letters of June 8th were forwarded to me at New York. I had a week of taking
testimony and shall have to go back again on the 20th, but I hope before that time to take care of
the various matters set out in your letters. I am very much obliged to you for writing me so fully.
As to the Katahdin Camp, I will make inquiry at the Park Service again to get the last-minute
information. The latest report indicated that a side camp would undoubtedly be sent in. I
understand that you have no official connection with that work but we are all greatly interested in
it. It is extremely important that the road should be finished as you have stated. In addition, the
terminus at Roaring Brook should be completed and a campground built.
Apart from that, it is very important that this camp should develop the facilities on the east side
of the mountain the same as it did at Katahdin Stream. If this is not done, we will have the everincreasing problem of no facilities or supervision over an ever-growing number of visitors. I will
do what I can here to impress upon the Park Service people the importance of this camp and I am
hoping that we will eventually get results. I wanted to know, of course, that my efforts in this
connection would meet with your approval.
As to the lean-to situation between Nahmakanta Stream and the Pleasant River East Branch:
Greene and I have talked over this situation many times and I gather from your letter that
certainly Potter and possibly Berry have expressed themselves as being very anxious that no
lean-to be built in this section. Potter’s fear is, of course, for his fishing--not that the lean-tos
used by hikers would do his any harm, but that it would provide a base for the influx from
Millinocket who would fish out his territory. Greene thought that Berry probably would not
object to a lean-to on the south side of Little Boardman Mountain after the ridge was crossed, or
in the neighborhood of the East Branch. Probably Burns and Boudreau would not want a
shelter close to Third East Branch Pond but one might be put in at the Pleasant River dam. We
know fully the attitude of these people and can sympathize with them. However, this gap is a
rather serious problem in connection with our plan to establish a continuous unit of shelters so as
to make the trail usable by non-residents who wish to camp.
1 have wondered if there would be the slightest chance for getting written into the law an
exception for users of the Trail such as now exists for users of Forest Service campsites. Another
possibility might be to have certain areas marked by signs as official campsites where nonresidents could tent but which would not have any leantos or facilities which invite camping.
Having an area designated as a public campsite would not hurt the camp owner because the local
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resident does not need a public campsite anyway and all that would be there would be the sign.
This is perhaps worth thinking about in our efforts to establish a continuous chain of structures.
The situation with respect to Rainbow Lake is interesting and all of us agree that it would be
desirable to eliminate that canoe ferry by providing a trail which could be used if necessary.
Clifford's Camps are very well located and it is an extremely pleasant place to stay and thanks to
the C.C.C. work, the Trail from the camp to the dam is a delightful one. Originally it was
overgrown, grassy, and very bad. In 1933 when we first marked the route, Walter Greene was
very much concerned over this and tried to work out something but found the difficulties too
great for the limited resources then available. The question is which way a route should go. If
you will look at our Katahdin to the East Branch map, you will find that if the Trail went west
along the north shore, that it would hit Boynton's Camps at the outlet dam. Mr. Boynton is
anxious to secure some of the Trail travelers but I think a comparison of the two places will show
that Clifford's Camps are very superior. If the Trail were to go east, at the east end of the Lake it
might strike the old trail and telephone wire which went from Cliffords to the East Branch. This
is probably little used. In his letter to me Greene writes:
I know the situation at Rainbow. One has to go back from the shore about a mile up on
the rise and air obliquely for the foot of the Lake through hardwood. I had a talk with one
of the guides at Rainbow. If one gets near the shore it is fatal, and there is a very bad
swamp at the foot of the Lake to keep around.
From many points of view, it might be very desirable to have the route around the Lake go
around the east end so that the traveler would come to Rainbow Lake in any event. If the short
cut went to the foot of the Lake, it might have some effect on Clifford’s attitude. There was one
experience in 1934 of one party which had a very long wait at Rainbow when the telephone
connection wasn't working and when they were unnoticed. In a storm, coming from the north,
the odds would be against any party being noticed, if they did not telephone ahead. It would be
their own fault, though, for we have certainly put a sufficiently explicit warning into the
Guidebook.
I will write to the Spruce Wood Department and to Mr. Curtis and Mr. Prentiss. I think this
covers the matters of your two letters of June 8th and I hope to have definite word for you on the
Katahdin Camp before I leave at the end of the week. Although it may be looking very far into
the future, there is another place where a bridge would be a very great help and that is across the
West Branch of Pleasant River at The Hermitage. At the present time one uses a flat bottom boat.
If the stream is not high, it is easy enough to wade across. I suppose that you were able to obtain
the necessary permission for MacNeil’s crew to clear the blue- blazed side trail to Joe Mary
Mountain. I sent you the data for getting the authorization for these side trails some time in the
winter. As he is in this locality, I suppose he will be doing this work now and I thought I had
better mention it lest he overlook it and at a later time there would not be as good an opportunity.
Greene says that there used to be a good little log bridge across the river just above The
Hermitage. This is more a matter for the distant future rather than any pressing need for the
present; there are many other more important problems, such as Moxie Lake, that need attention.
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June 17, 1936. Myron Avery to Frank E. Pearson, Spruce Wood Sept., Great Northern
Paper Co.
Dear Mr. Pearson:
In connection with the C.C.C. work on the Appalachian Trail in Maine, we have been in very
close touch with Mr. James W. Sewall. Mr. Sewall has written me from time to time of the
progress which he is making in connection with the putting in of a cable bridge across the West
Branch of the Penobscot at the old Sourdnahunk dam. As you know, the matter of crossing the
river at this point is a very considerable problem and the bridge will be of benefit to a great many
interests. Mr. Sewall writes that the Great Northern Paper Company has loaned to the C.C.C.
Camp a pair of horses, tote wagon, and rigging to help erect the bridge.
On behalf of the Appalachian Trail Conference and those interested in the Trail project, I wanted
you to know that we were aware of the generous cooperation of the Great Northern Paper
Company and very much appreciate the helpful spirit which it has shown in this connection.
I have taken the liberty of sending you, under separate cover, a copy of the GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, which describes the Trail route.
Again thanking you for your help and cooperation in this matter, I am
June 18, 1936. From Notes of Mrs. F. H. Eckstorm
1904. Feb 13. Lewey [Ketchum] says there are eight graves in one place at Pollywog Pond and
one in another, most of them men drowned on Nigger Pitch, including the nigger; two at the
mouth of Bean Brook three at Howe Falls (one of them since removed) and seven at the
deadwater below Howe Falls, these last of men who died of small pox in a lumber camp. Those
at Ripogenus have been removed to Chesuncook (and since the lake was flowed by the dig [big?]
dam and the old cemetery at the point put under water, moved again to higher ground) There
were six at Logan. Joe Mary died of small pox.
(Another entry) At Nigger Pitch below Pollywog Pond eight river drivers buried on a knoll close
together near the tote road across from Nahmakanta to the dam. At Howe Falls on Nahmakanta
Stream there were three men buried on the west bank. They were hauling over them, Lewey said,
but kept it from the drivers. One was buried at the mouth of Webster Stream; one buried behind
the barn at Chamberlain Farm; he died at Telos. A man buried on the Carry to Lower Dobsy
Lake was a muggle coming through from the Provinces.
1891. June. Con Murphy corroborates what Stanchfield told us in 1889 about graves between
Pollywog and Female Ponds in this way: says Pollywog Stream used to be very rough before he
smoothed it and a man was drowned almost every year; he thought there were four graves
marked by rude posts.
June 19, 1936. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
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Dear Flynt:
I am replying hastily to your note of June 15th. I am as much puzzled over the origin of the story
in the May 3rd issue of the Sunday telegram as you are. I am forwarding the story and your letter
to Greene, asking him to send it to Sewall, and return it to me.
I would like to have about 3 copies of the sketch for the bridge.
Of course, the results from our first two efforts are a bit discouraging. However, your results
with the June 10th story in the Bangor Commercial make up for this, and while our efforts on the
first two releases seem to have gone for naught, perhaps in the future things will turn out better.
At any rate, I am disposed to continue my efforts and I am sure you feel the same. I think that
our next story will be about the completion of the shelter west of the Andover-South Arm Road.
I shall be extremely busy until the first of July. Let me know by postcard when you are back
from Katahdin.
I have just had a note from the Farmers Almanac, asking for another story for their next issue.
Have you heard whether or not there is any likelihood of "In the Maine Woods" not being
published next year?
I had hoped to be able to return from New York in time to send to you some photos of Katahdin
from the bridge site. They are fine and would have enhanced the story. However, I want to
compliment you upon the article which I think is extraordinarily well done. I wish we could have
more of them.
cc Greene, Sewall
June 19, 1936. Myron Avery to Harry F. Ross, Rockland, Maine
Dear Mr. Ross:
Thank you for your letter of June 12th, which I found on my return from New York.
I am leaving here again at the end of this week and will not be back until around the first of July.
In a day or so, I will be able to go to the Park Service again and write you the last minute reports.
I am keeping Mr. Sewall informed, because of his interest in the situation.
If you will let me know when the Governor comes to Washington again, I will be very glad to
follow out your suggestion--if I am here at the time.
I have passed on to Mr. Flynt your instructions to the effect that he is to send his items to Editor
Hall. We very much appreciate your cooperation and the publicity you have given the project. I
think that Mr. Flynt recently sent some items to the Commercial on the C.C.C. work on the Trail
in Maine.
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June 19, 1936. Myron Avery to Ray Viles
Dear Mr. Viles:
I have your letter of June 13th and I appreciate your writing me as to the route. I was extremely
anxious that you and Mr. Taylor should confer in this matter, with the benefit of Mt. Stubbs’
recommendations, in order to insure the selection of a route which would be satisfactory to all
interested parties.
I feel that the decision which you have arrived at is the best solution of the problem. It takes
advantage of an existing railroad bridge across Orbeton Stream, which would have to be built
were the Trail to cross elsewhere. In addition, the camp which Mr. Sargent is putting in at
Reddington Pond will offset the advantage of accommodations provided on the other route. We
also have an approach to the Trail on the new route which existed at Barnjum. Also, it will be
easier for you to work.
The side trail to Mt. Abraham should, of course, be painted blue. The shelter location seems to
be a very good site, but I assume that you will have to put in another at the last water on the east
slope of Saddleback.
I am sending a copy of your letter and of my reply to Messrs. Sewall, Greene, Stubbs, Helon
Taylor and Flynt, so that all the interested parties will be advised as to the situation.
I hope to see you some time during the summer and will try to make arrangements to measure
the various sections of trail as soon as they have been finished.
I am glad to note that you have personally given instructions to the 2 work crews as to how the
Trail should be painted, so that this painting is being carried along with the actual trail
construction. I was under the impression that Mr. Savage had told me that a small part of the
Arnold Trail route was painted blue. Since this is to be an alternative route and painted white, I
suppose that you will order the man who does the painting to go back over it and make it white
all the way to Sterling’s camps.
CC: Sewall, Greene, Stubbs, Taylor, Flynt, Heermance
June 22, 1936. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I have your letter of the 17th Inst. I am going up to the Sourdnahunk Bridge this week and over
to Patten. I will see what I can work out with Fred Costigan as to the Rainbow business. I may
not be able to get to it this week though but will before the crew leaves the bridge unless
something unexpected prevents me. I think we should go around the east end of the lake and so
take in the Clifford camps.
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With regard to the foot bridge at the Hermitage on Pleasant River. We talked of this last year and
Stacy told me that Mr. Kelley of the Advance Bag and Paper Co. would probably furnish us
cable for that bridge. I don't think we had better bother it this year though. I think the Greenville
crew has all it can do. Let’s hold it for next years' cleanup crew and betterment crew.
My idea next year was to put one crew out from Greenville and one from Rangeley to do
maintenance work and cleanup small places and make improvements all along the trail.
I don't believe either you had better do anything about the law at present. {Guides issue and
probably land owners would be against this.]
Was over to Commencement Friday and Saturday and saw a lot of men that I knew and had a
very pleasant time. It was rather nice to get away from the C.C.C. for a few hours.
June 22, 1936. Myron Avery to H. W. Wilson Co., New York
Gentlemen:
With reference to the enclosed postcard of June 10, 1936. I think you will find that we sent to
you a resume of this book for use in your column and I believe that it has been noted previously,
as the book appeared in February.
I was also under the impression that, at a subsequent date, a copy of the book was sent to you.
Will you kindly check your records in that connection?
June 22, 1936. Myron Avery to Roger L. Scaife, Vice President, Little Brown Co.
Dear Mr. Scaife:
I have your letter of June 15, 1936. I shall be very glad to send in another page on the
Appalachian Trail in Maine for the Old Farmers Almanac. However, as our activities and
developments are during the summer months, this material will not be available until late
September. This is the time when I sent in the note for the last issue.
I am somewhat at a loss to understand the last sentence of your letter, as I would expect the note
to cover changes and developments during 1936.
June 23, 1936. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
Enclosed is a set of pictures, the best of the number of snapshots I took last Saturday at
Sourdnahunk Falls. In these views you will find engineer Burton Hunt, of Island Falls, and
foreman Fred Costigan, of Milford.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1936 – Compiled by David Field – Page

153

Mr. Costigan told me that the tower of the west side will be in place by the last of this week. It
will take the next two weeks to erect the tower on the opposite side. The wood is all ready
except some of the planking which must be trucked from Sourdnahunk Stream to the Falls. The
drums of cable will likewise be hauled to the Dam this week from the Stream. I found the timber
in place at the Falls, the blacksmith shop erected and two concrete anchors for the east tower in
place. There are eighteen in the crew including Hunt and Costigan.
{Extra carbons enclosed. Copy sent Greene and Sewall with photos.}
June 24, 1936. Myron Avery to Charles Blood, Boston
Dear Mr. Blood:
Your letter of June 9th arrived while I was in New York. I am sorry to note that you have been in
the hospital and hope that you have recovered, or that, in any event, your illness will not interfere
with your usual summer White Mountain excursion.
The Guidebook and maps should go to D. H. Watson, Topographic Engineer, Atlantic Division,
U. S. Geological Survey, Washington, D. C. I have told Mr. Watson that he may expect these
publications. The maps, of which he needs the extra copies, are of the Mt. Washington Range,
the Carter-Moriah and Mahoosuc regions.
Treasurer Schuetz, of the Trail Conference, has expressed some concern over the fact that he has
not received the usual contribution from the A.M.C. I have told him of the assurances which you
gave me last year, to the effect that the Club expected to continue its support and recalled the
additional contribution which was made to help the work on the Trail in Maine. I am sure that
this situation is merely an oversight and that, as soon as you have an opportunity to do so, you
will reassure Mr. Schuetz in this connection. Our budget is limited and there is so much which
can be done that we hope that we shall continue to receive all the support which has been
hitherto afforded us.
You will be interested to know that a C.C.C. crew is now working on the Trail from the
Andover-South Arm Road toward Grafton Notch and is building a lean-to 3 ½ miles west of the
Andover-South Arm Highway.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Schuetz, so that he may know that I have brought this
matter of the A.T. contribution to your attention.
cc Mr. Schuetz
June 24, 1936. Myron Avery to Theodore Curtis, University of Maine
Dear Mr. Curtis:
Harold Bailey of the Bates College Outing Club has written me of his discussion with you, at the
Tennis Tournament at Orono last May, of the Appalachian Trail project and of its possibilities in
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the program of the State College Outing Clubs. Mr. Bailey his written that you and Mr. Prince
were much interested in the project and intended to take the matter up with Mr. Sewall. As you
probably know, Mr. Sewall is the C.C.C. Forester who has charge of the Trail work in Maine.
His office is at Old Town and he is extremely anxious to have the College Outing Clubs make
increased use of the Trail and, perhaps, assume responsibility for small sections of the route.
I have sent to you, under separate cover, a copy of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
IN MAINE, which will familiarize you with the locality of the Trail. This project seems such a
splendid opportunity for all of us interested in Maine woods that we would like to have an
opportunity to discuss the matter with you. I do not anticipate being in Maine again for several
months, but it had occurred to me that you might find it convenient to telephone Mr. Sewall and
arrange with him to discuss the matter at a convenient opportunity. I know that Mr. Sewall will
be very pleased to have an opportunity to go over the matter with you and the representatives of
the outing club.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Sewall, with the hope that you will find it convenient to
get in touch with him in the near future.
cc Greene, Sewall, Flynt Bailey, Sawyer
June 25, 1936. Roy Flynt to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
Have just returned from Sourdnahunk Dam and will send duplicates of half a dozen pictures that
I took of the boys. the tent, the Falls, engineer Hunt and foreman Costigan as soon as I can get
them printed. I have already forwarded a set to Avery. These pictures I hope to use in connection
with an article to be prepared for some newspaper not yet determined. The sketch of the
completed bridge is finished, and ready for photostating. Avery wants three copies but I don’t
know if that includes a copy for you. We have no funds here for this work. Have you any means
of taking care of the expense of phototstating? If so, let me know and I will send the sketch
wherever you say.
Sorry you weren’t at the Dam when I called.
Mr. Connors has seen the sketch and approved it. When you are in Augusta next time I hope you
can find time to call at the Planning Board office. There are so many things here of mutual
interest to discuss.
P. S. Talked with Fred Lord of the Gannet papers this A.M. Think we can have space in next
Sunday’s Telegram. Will you please give me up-to-date information on progress of A. T. work
by C.C.C.; also status of work on wire cable bridge.
Enclosed letter to Mr. Saenger was the best I could do from what information I have. Will you
let me know how many shelters have been provided on the Appalachian Trail and where located.
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{Avery: Get quickly to me any new dope for my story in Portland Sun. Telegram of July 5, Did
Bailey’s story get into the Lewiston papers? Did the Lewiston Journal [?] a story on Greene?
Where is he now? R. N. F.}
{Be sure to send me the photos of Katahdin from the bridge site. I could get none.}
June 25, 1936. Roy Flynt to Fred Lord, Kennebec Journal Company, Augusta, Maine
Dear Sir:
I am leaving with your secretary a copy of the proposed newspaper review of the Maine State
Planning Board's special report on Motor Vehicle Accidents in Maine. This report is a timely and
valuable contribution to the Maine Safety Campaign with which the Planning Board is
cooperating. This article would make up into a single page as suggested by the layout enclosed
with the four maps. The text accompanies the letter written by Mr. Mullikin to Walter Brennan
and in Mr. Brennan's absence I have borrowed the copy for your review.
The second subject discussed on the phone with you today concerns the wire cable foot bridge
across the West branch of the Penobscot River at Sourdnahunk Falls near Mount Katahdin.
$1500 has been appropriated by the Governor and Council for this bridge and the labor will be
done by the C. C. C. crew from Patten in about six week’s time. The bridge is 207 feet long and
will complete a break in the 2050 mile Appalachian sky-line foot path from Mount Katahdin to
Mount Oglethorpe in Georgia. The Appalachian Trail in Maine has been improved by the C.C.C.
crews during the last two years and by the end of this year Maine can boast of the most improved
trail in the East. With the completion of two 20-mile stretches, one at Mount Bigelow, to be
finished by the Rangeley crew, and one in the vicinity of Cooper Brook on which the Greenville
unit is working, Maine will have a well defined Appalachian Trail 265 miles from Katahdin to
the New Hampshire line. This Maine Appalachian Trail is fast becoming one of Maine's
outstanding assets, not outrivaled by the scenic charm of the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia,
or the Great Smokies of North Carolina. Several out-of-state clubs traversed the Trail last year in
addition to hundreds of State visitors and citizens attesting the fast increasing popularity of this
sport.
The details of construction make an interesting story which I am preparing to write after having
visited Sourdnahunk Dam last week, June 20 and taking the pictures which are enclosed. I talked
with engineer Hunt and foreman Costigan and have on interesting story of the work being done
by this crew of 18 C.C.C. men. The Great Northern Paper Company is interested in the foot
bridge on account of its fire protection value and is contributing the services of a teamster and a
two horse tote wagon for transporting wire cable and steel supports of the bridge. The timber for
the two 35-foot towers were hand hewn from adjacent timber and are in place awaiting the
cement anchors which are being fast completed.
In addition to the enclosed photographs I have available a number of general photographs taken
along the Trail which Guy Gannet looked over last year when Mr. Avery, President of the
Appalachian Trail Conference, met him in Portland.
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The accompanying sketch was drawn by the Planning Board artist from the blueprints and
photographs, and shows how the bridge will look when completed about the first of August--in
time for tourist travel.
{Friday, June 26. Avery: I just heard from Mr. Lord’s Secy. Lord liked the sketch of the bridge
and has taken it to Portland—(Lord just called me as I was writing and said they liked the sketch
and wanted my story for a week from Sunday with all my pictures.) Would you approve of
running your “Silvered Aisle” with pictures in the Sunday Telegram at a later date? R. N. F.}
{I need a photo of Greene and one of you; can you provide both? R.N.F.}
June 25, 1936. Roger L. Scaife, LITTLE, BROWN & COMPANY, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Please let me thank you for your note of June 22nd. The Maine supplement is the last portion of
the Almanac to go to press and, therefore, if we can have your material the last week in
September and can be sure that it will reach us at that time, it will be quite all right.
Your letter really answers my last sentence. I did not know at what time the changes and
developments could be chronicled and naturally we did not wish to insert in the Almanac
information which was a year old.
June 28, 1936. Portland Sunday Telegram—State of Maine Edition
LOCAL MAN KEEPS
INDEX RECORD OF
MAINE MOUNTAINS
Data Accumulated by Arthur Fogg Near Guidebook in Size
A card index which may one day be expanded into a guidebook on the mountains of Maine has
been compiled over a period of years by a Portland man, Arthur M. Fogg of 63 Pleasant Avenue.
The detailed index, a product of considerable research work and extensive personal exploration,
now lists the essential facts, such as exact location of each peak, its altitude above sea level
where known, whether or not there is a Maine Forest Department tower on the crest, and in some
cases, information as to trails, Fogg's embryo guidebook lists over 750 Maine mountains.
There has never been a complete, accurate guidebook to the innumerable named and unnamed
peaks in the Pine Tree State, and as far as is known, Fogg's collection of facts is the first of its
kind to be compiled.
The major difficulty in connection with Fogg's endeavors is the procuring of accurate
information on existing trails on Maine's mountains. The vast majority of the peaks are deep in
wilderness territory, virtually unexplored. These, of course, have no trails. Many have never even
heard the ring of lumbering axes.
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There are others, logged over many years ago, on which remnants of logging roads suitable for
conversion into trails exist. Still others might have had trails at one time or another years ago
where disuse and the steady growth of brush have completely annihilated the old paths.
There are, of course, scores of peaks, some well known, others seldom ascended, on which trails
in varying state of upkeep may be found. Then still others, especially those on or near the route
of the 2050-mile Maine-to-Georgia super-trail, the Appalachian Trail, are scheduled to have
trails blazed and cut.
It may be easily seen that compilation of trail data will be a stupendous task. Nevertheless, with
the realization that such information, where it can be obtained, will greatly increase the value of
his index and make it more acceptable for publication as a guidebook, Fogg is proceeding with
the gathering of material on Maine's mountain trails.
Fogg is chairman of the board of directors of the Eastern States Mountain Club of Portland, one
of the few organizations in Maine and probably the most active. The club, keeping its
membership small because of the difficulty in conducting very large parties on mountain trips, is
now in its sixth year of active climbing.
The club was formed in 1931 atop Pleasant Mountain in Denmark, Maine, when a group of five
young men on a climbing expedition hit upon the idea of organizing. Before the year was out
some 25 others had joined the charter members, who were Eric j. Griswold, W. Francis Potter,
Donald E. Belcher, G. Stanley Blomquist and Fogg. Of these, Fogg alone is still active with the
club.
The club, strictly for men, makes trips almost weekly throughout the Summer, both to Maine and
New Hampshire mountain peaks, with occasional overnight excursions to such distant points as
Mt. Katahdin. This peak, incidentally, is reported as most popular among the club members, with
its rugged, precipitous sides rivaling Rocky Mountain scenery. Among the smaller mountains
climbed in one-day trips, Mt. Tumbledown at Weld, with its three summits enclosing a tiny pond,
is generally considered as most popular.
Occasionally the club's members tackle something out of the ordinary, delighting, as do all
mountaineers, in courting danger, slight though it may be, in "rock climbs" on some of Maine's
lesser known and seldom frequented peaks.
The club's board of directors, headed by Fogg, includes George P. LaBorde, Walter T. Randall,
Kenneth R. Haskel, all of Portland, and Joseph T. Small of Biddeford.
{Sent Greene, Sewall}
June 30, 1936. F. E. Pearson, Great Northern Paper Company, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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The writer very much appreciates the complimentary copy of “Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine”. We would like to state that it is a pleasure to work with Mr. Sewall insofar as we are
able and see this work develop to the benefit of citizens of this state as well as to the thousands
of tourists who visit us each year.
{Copy Sewall, Greene, Flynt}
June, 1936. Reprinted from APPALACHIA, page 120

Trails
Trail Developments in Maine.—Travelers along the crest of White Mountain summits have
long gazed toward a sea of ranges extending northeast in western Maine. Unmapped, trailless
and known only through vague report, this region has been a hinterland of walking terrain, where,
with adequate time and preparation, in the distant future, travel would not end with the
Mahoosucs at Grafton Notch but would go on toward Baldpate, Old Blue, Elephant, Saddleback,
Abraham, Sugarloaf, the Bigelow Range and into a region increasingly less known. Ventures
into this region have hitherto been few. Today, the development of 265 miles of Appalachian
Trail in Maine—now completed with the exception of two roughly blazed 20-mile links—has
extended the frontier east to Katahdin.
The Maine link of the Appalachian Trail was the last section to be undertaken and the last to be
completed. By reason of its inaccessibility and the absence of outdoor organizations, which
elsewhere maintain the route, in 1931 it was thought that it would be necessary to abandon the
proposed route in Maine and have the trail begin in the White Mountains. However, two years of
planning and exploration developed a feasible route, utilizing old trails and tote-roads, connected
by newly cut links. In 1933, two expeditions, the fruit of this extensive planning, marked the trail
route from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow, a distance of 175 miles. {[Footnote:] “The details of these
expeditions are contained in the 1934 and 5 In the Maine Woods, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad,
Bangor, Maine. 10¢.}
During 1934 the existing route was improved and extended to Mt. Sugarloaf. Side trails were cut
to Gulf Hagas and Joe Mary Mountain. In 1935, however, occurred an event of paramount
importance in the development of the Trail in Maine. On the recommendation of C.C.C. Forester
James W. Sewall, with the support of State and Federal Forest Service officials, and the activity
of the A.T. Conference at Washington, the Appalachian Trail project was adopted as an item of
the C.C.C. program for the state. Trail crews of fifteen men each, under experienced foremen,
were sent out from the C.C.C. Camps at Millinocket, Greenville, Flagstaff and Rangeley. The
existing trail was widened, repainted, bushes and trees cut out, down logs removed and bridges
built. Additional side trails were cut to viewpoints and springs. An outstanding contribution was
replacing the difficult canoe ferry across the Penobscot West Branch at Nesowadnehunk Falls by
a wire cable bridge, through an appropriation from the State of Maine. In all, the old trail from
Mt. Sugarloaf to Katahdin was worked over, with the exception of two links, from Nahmakanta
Stream to the East Branch of Pleasant River, and from Kennebec River to Blanchard, about 35
miles in all. These sections are to be completed in 1936. This work has been admirably done,
resulting in a wilderness route of outstanding excellence. As with the ski trails in New
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Hampshire, the C.C.C. work has brought to Maine an outstanding recreational asset in the
improvement and extension of the existing Appalachian Trail.
The trail development of the greatest interest to A.M.C. members is that in the western part of
Maine. New trail was constructed from the huge dome of Saddleback for 30 miles west to the
Andover-South Arm Road; the marking in this section, however, remains to be completed. Seven
additional lean-tos were built along the Trail. All these lean-tos (with the exception of the three
A.M.C. shelters on the Mahoosuc Range) have been officially made public camp sites. One
difficulty in travel in the Maine woods has been the statutory requirement originally
necessitating employment of a guide by a nonresident who is hunting or fishing, to which the
category of “camping” was recently added. The Maine trail now adequately provides for the
traveler who does not wish to camp, in that, from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow, one may travel 180
miles for 18 days and find, each night, attractively located sporting camps. However, adequate
development of the Trail requires provision for the traveler who wishes to camp enroute. The
building, last year, of the 7 lean-tos is a material contribution to this chain; there are now 6
public camp sites along the trail between the Kennebec River and the Maine-New Hampshire
Line.
The topography of the Trail in Maine divides itself into two sections. From Katahdin to Mt.
Bigelow it is a route of lake, stream and disconnected mountains, with available
accommodations. West of Bigelow, the character of the region changes completely. Gone are the
lakes. The mountains pile up to the west in an imposing sea of ranges. The route does not lie
along the crest but across the peaks. There are 11 peaks over 4,000 feet in elevation, quite
unusual in Maine. Travel here will require exertion and can be made only by camping. En route
will be traversed the bare symmetrical cone of Sugarloaf, the long rock ridge of Mt. Abraham,
and the twin peaks of Saddleback, dominating the Rangeley Lakes region, a section of level
country south of the Rangeley Lakes, and then the dense scrub-covered tops of Old Blue and
Abraham [sic, should have said “Elephant”], with their magnificent primeval spruce timber.
Perhaps of the greatest appeal will be the Mt. Bigelow Range, in interest easily second to
Katahdin. Mt. Bigelow is an enormous ridge, covered by a dense coniferous growth, extending
approximately twenty miles east and west. Its features are its twin cones and the duplicate,
slightly lower two Horns, with their high-lying mountain tarn. The Appalachian Trail from Dead
River Valley at the foot of the range traverses the eastern half of the mountain. Beyond, Game
Warden Helon N. Taylor has cut a seven-mile side trail to its western end at Stratton, thus
making available the entire range. The eastern end of the mountain, known as Little Bigelow, is a
duplicate of the higher main range to the west.
Mt. Bigelow, named for an officer in Arnold’s Expedition, with Arnold’s Well on its western
crest, calls to mind one of the most vivid incidents of Revolutionary War history, when Benedict
Arnold’s gallant, but ill-fated expedition forced its way, with intense hardship, on the verge of
starvation, through floods, along the base of this mountain to attack Quebec in a blinding
snowstorm on New Year’s Eve. The story is well known. The lower town was in their hands
when Montgomery was killed and Arnold wounded. Had this expedition, to which Mt. Bigelow
is an everlasting memorial, succeeded, Benedict Arnold would have been the hero of the
American Revolution instead of its despised Judas. Another token of this expedition is an
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alternate trail from the Kennebec River to Mt. Bigelow, partly completed in 1935. The Arnold
Expedition had marched across the “Great Bend” of Dead River by the age-old Indian route past
the Carry Ponds. The original Appalachian Trail reached Dead River from the north. The new,
alternate route literally follows the old Arnold Trail, reaching Maine Highway 16 at the east base
of Little Bigelow Mt. The highway affords a two- mile connection to the through Trail at Dead
River Village. If the original plan of continuing this loop over Little Bigelow Mt. materializes,
then there will result a route along the entire crest of Bigelow. The circuit from the Kennebec to
Mt. Bigelow affords a very rewarding five-day trip.
The trail development in Maine is under the supervision of the newly organized Maine
Appalachian Trail Club. Plans are being developed to interest the college outing clubs in the state
in the project. The Bates College Outing Club has already constructed a side trail to C Pond
Bluff from the camp of George Learned—well known to A.M.C. August Campers.
C.C.C. plans for 1936 contemplate the construction of the forty miles of uncompleted links from
Grafton Notch over Baldpate to the Andover-South Arm Road and the very difficult section from
Mt. Saddleback over Mts. Abraham, Spaulding and Sugarloaf. When these plans materialize, the
last uncompleted section of the 2,050-mile Appalachian Trail will have been finished.
Apart from affording a new playground for those to whom the White Mountains have become an
old story, the new route in Maine, for variety of interest, historical associations, solitude, beauty
of lake, forest and stream, offers much to those who respond to the lure of its white painted
blazes.
Myron H. Avery
June, 1936. BANGOR HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLLECTIONS
Missing numbers of set owned by M. H. AVERY
Vol. No. 1: Nos. 2, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10 and any numbers subsequent to No. 12
Vol. No. 3: Nos. 1 and 4.
Vol No. 4: Nos. 8 and 11
Vol. No. 6: Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 10.
July 1, 1936. Myron Avery Letter Report No. 4 to the Appalachian Trail Conference
Board of Managers.
This Letter Report brings up to date developments in the Appalachian Trail project, subsequent
to my last Letter Report, dated January 15, 1936. I have been prevented, by pressure of work of
various kinds, from supplementing that Report at an earlier date. The Report of January 15th
was distributed rather widely, not only to officers of the various groups affiliated in The
Appalachian Trail Conference but to key workers and other people known to be interested in the
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Trail project. The circulation of this Report is restricted to the official Conference membership,
which is entitled to receive these communications.
Maintenance
During the year I have had an opportunity to visit several groups at the southern end of the Trail,
and to make arrangements for caring for some of our ever present problems. The Georgia
Appalachian Trail Club, maintaining the southernmost unit of the system, is to be very much
commended for the systematic program of trail marking and maintenance which it has recently
put into effect. This work is being carried on by President Carter C. Whitaker and Supervisor of
Trails Abercrombie. We had received, from time to time, complaints about the inadequacy of
marking in the southern section and it is gratifying that these conditions are being eliminated
through the energetic trail maintenance program set in motion. As elsewhere, the interest of the
members of this Club and the response on the trail maintenance trips have been decidedly
encouraging.
Maine
Considerable effort has been devoted to publishing the 250-page GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, issued early in the year by the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club. This publication is being financed outside of the Trail Conference. Sales to date have
amounted to $200, which, with the application of the revolving fund, has resulted in a very
substantial payment toward the printing bill. The Maine Club is obligated to make payments of
$120 during the next fourteen months.
Of greatest importance for this new section of Trail is publicity. We have available the
manuscript and photographs for an illustrated booklet of the type which I prepared some time
ago on Katahdin for the Maine Development Commission. We hope to be able to have this
publication available for free distribution, as it will undoubtedly greatly stimulate interest in the
Trail in Maine. To date we have available promises of one-half of the financial assistance
required for the publication of this booklet.
During the winter, the Bates College Outing Club, under the leadership of Prof. W. H. Sawyer
and H. G. Bailey, devoted considerable effort to stimulating interest in the Trail in Maine among
various college outing clubs, with a view to having trips scheduled to the Trail and assuming
maintenance of short sections.
Mr. Greene has made during the winter about forty board signs for use in western Maine. We
are furnishing, at intervals, to Mr. Flynt, Publicity director for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club,
drafts of releases relative to the progress of the Trail in Maine. These are sent to selected papers
and the results have been more successful than releases sent out generally.
The Trail work by the CCC Camps, which was necessarily suspended during the winter, has
been resumed. At the close of last year, two of the camps, the Millinocket and Flagstaff Camps,
which had worked on the Trail, were discontinued. Had the reduction of the CCC Camps, as
contemplated this spring, been effected, we would probably have lost the Rangeley Camp, which
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is very essential to complete the Trail. Recent letters from Assistant CCC forester James W.
Sewall, who has been of so much assistance to the project, report the situation as follows:
A Trail crew from the Rangeley Camp is engaged in completing the Arnold Trail, the
alternative route from the Kennebec River to Mt. Bigelow, which follows exactly the
historic old Arnold Trail. Another crew is at work on the uncompleted link from Grafton
Notch to the South Arm-Andover Highway. At present this crew is building a lean-to 3
½ miles west of the Highway. A crew from the Greenville Camp under Foreman
MacNeil has started work on the section of the trail which was not gone over last year—
between the East Branch of Pleasant River and Nahmakanta Stream. Later we hope that
this crew will be able to effect a relocation on Moxie Bald Mountain to detour a large
area burned over in 1932. Another crew from the Patten Camp has commenced work on
the cable bridge across the West branch of the Penobscot at the old Sourdnahunk damsite;
after this work is finished, possibly a trail can be cut around the north shore of Rainbow
Lake to eliminate the canoe ferry here.
From the benefit of the experience of last year, unless unforeseen difficulties materialize, the
Trail in Maine should be completed this year.
Eastern Pennsylvania
Dr. H. F. Rentschler, Secretary of the Blue Mountain Eagle Climbing Club, who has devoted
considerable effort to publicizing the Trail in eastern Pennsylvania, writes that Mr. D. K. Hock,
of the Blue Mountain Eagle Climbing Club, gave during the winter a number of illustrated talks
on the Trail region. Dr. Rentschler also writes:
During the past three months I devoted my spare time to improving the Trail east of the
Schuykill Gap, met groups of Trail workers from Hamburg, Allentown, New Tripoli and
Slatington. The Allentown group has erected an attractive trail cabin two miles east of
the Wanamaker-Snyder Road. The New Tripoli hikers recently completed a cabin at
Matz Valley; it is a model of architectural building. The Slatington Scouts are building a
log cabin 26 miles west of Lehigh Gap.
Dr. Rentschler has been extremely fortunate in being able to procure a number of cabins along
the Trail route.
Because of the recent developments, we think it would be helpful to print here a list of cabins
and accommodations which Dr. Rentschler has forwarded. Some of these cabins require the
installation of bunks to make them thoroughly suited for hikers; we assume this is a matter which
will be cared for as opportunity permits.
Distance from
Lehigh Gap
Slatington Boy Scouts Cabin
3.4 miles
New Tripoli Cabin, Matz Valley
14.2 miles
Dorward’s Restaurant—Pa. Highway 29
16.4 miles
Allentown Club’s Cabin
20.0 miles
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Witman Farm Building—Eckville
Pinnacle Side Trail Cabin
Port Clinton Hotel—Schuylkill Gap
Northkill Gap, Ney’s Shed
Franklin Cabin—Side Trail
S. M. E. C. Club’s Cabin
Wilcox Restaurant—Pa. Highway 83
Hartlein Cabin—Shubert Gap
Round Head (Side trail cabin)
Applebee Cabin—Bethlehem-Pine Grove Road
Wolf’s Hotel—Fredericksburg-Pine Grove Road
Jones’ Restaurant—Swatara Gap
Indiantown Gap—Private cabins
Robrer’s Restaurant-Manada Gap

29.12 miles
32.42 miles
39.0 miles
46.0 miles
51.0 miles
53.9 miles
57.5 miles
58.73 miles
61.10 miles
63.75 miles
74.5 miles
80.0 miles
89.10 miles

The maintenance problems in this section, because of the scrub oak, will always remain difficult
and a full realization of the problems, which exist here, is the first step toward their solution.
The Great Smokies
Recently my reports have dealt with the difficulties growing out of the inadequately marked old
foot trail in the western Great Smokies, a distance of forty miles from Newfound Gap to Deals
Gap. The matter was considered at a meeting of the National Park Superintendents at
Washington in January, where the standard method of marking the Appalachian Trail was
discussed. As a result of this meeting, the Director of the Park Service issued instructions to
Superintendent J. R. Eakin to adopt, for the western Great Smokies, where the Trail route is the
result of use and is not a graded trail, our method of marking with paint blazes. Mr. Eakin writes
as follows as to the work in this section:
We have purposely delayed starting work on the west part of the Appalachian Trail
because plant growth has until recently, been dormant on Smoky. This work will be
started on the morning of May 25 and will be carried to conclusion. I am advising Carlos
Campbell that he is welcome to go with the party.
We have made stencils 2 by 6 in order to mark the trail, uniformly. Where the trail is well
defined it needs little if any marking except at trail junctions. The foreman in charge of
this party will be instructed to erect cairns at frequent intervals across the balds and the
cairns must show over the grass tops.
{[Footnote:] A report has just been received which indicates that the marking in the Western
Smokies has been done in a very satisfactory manner. P. A. T. C. member Herman F. Nolte, in
early June, traveled alone in six days the entire length of the Great Smoky Mountains National
Park, without the benefit of Trail data, depending entirely upon the marking, which he found
entirely adequate. The Park Service crew has begun work on reclearing the Trail in the western
half of the Park, which was very much overgrown. Thus, our problem has been solved.}

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1936 – Compiled by David Field – Page

164

There still remains uncompleted approximately two miles between the Big Pigeon River, where
the Carolina Mountain Club's section ends and the Smoky Mountains National Park begins. As
soon as the ownership problems are adjusted here, this Trail will be put in by the CCC. It is the
one uncompleted link in the south.
Virginia
Relocations by the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club have eliminated, during the winter, fifteen
miles of dirt road hitherto followed by reason of necessity. The Park Service has constructed a
lean-to at Lewis Spring and is building a closed shelter at Hawksbill Gap. Another shelter is to
be started in the southern end of the Park during the current CCC season. The Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club has negotiated a concession for 1936 of the existing shelters in the
Shenandoah Park area under requirements which necessitate caring for, without discrimination,
Club members and non-members who are visiting the locality.
Guidebook Literature
By reason of trail developments in the Shenandoah Park and material relocations, many sections
of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club’s GUIDE TO PATHS IN THE BLUE RIDGE (second
edition) relating to the Appalachian Trail, have become obsolete and the Potomac Appalachian
Trail Club expects to issue soon a Supplement to this Guidebook.
The route of the Trail in Massachusetts has been materially changed by relocations over East
Mountain, eliminating the dirt roads which were formerly used in detouring the mountain. There
have also been material changes on Mt. Greylock and we strongly recommend to the New
England Trail Conference the advisability of issuing a Supplement to describe the changes in the
route. Distribution of Guidebooks where material changes have been made in the route, without
conveying this information to the purchaser, tends to discredit the publication.
Lantern Slides
Our lantern slide lecture has been a very useful source of Appalachian Trail publicity. During the
two winter months, we used this material seven times at both ends of the Trail route. The
selection of slides has been greatly improved and constituent organizations will find the material
very interesting. The slides may be had by applying to Miss Vivian Robb, custodian of the
collection, at 1770 Kilbourne Place, N.W., Washington, D.C. The only charge involved is the
express. Slides from Massachusetts and New York are required to balance the collection.
Experiments with Trail Markers
Experiments with Trail markers seem endless. The latest problem grows out of our efforts to
increase the life of the marker by coating it with Bakelite varnish. This tedious labor has been a
donation to the Potomac Appalachian Trail. Club by A. W. Chase and C. P. Thomas. The
Bakelite varnish makes an impervious coating but we have discovered that, when the marker is
struck by a bullet or otherwise injured, the Bakelite varnish tends to come off in strips and take
with it the lettering, which adhered to the varnish rather than to the marker. In trying to solve this
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problem, we are fortunate in obtaining the advice of experienced chemists. Our primary trouble
lies with the use of galvanized iron which is a very poor substance for the lettering to adhere to.
Skyline Drive
As set forth in previous Reports, the only road construction between the Great Smokies and the
Shenandoah Parks, which is in the vicinity of the Appalachian Trail, is the section south of
Roanoke on the wide plateau-like Blue Ridge. Here a fifty-mile stretch of road from Adney Gap
south to the Pinnacles of the Dan is being constructed. However, due to the nature of the
topography, there is no interference between the road and trail and only two or three crossings,
so that it will probably be unnecessary to utilize the authorization which was obtained from the
Public Works Administration to have the trail rebuilt where interfered with by the highway. We
are, however, keeping in close touch with the situation to make sure that all necessary relocations
are made.
Southern Virginia
The Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, the Roanoke Appalachian Trail Club, and the Natural
Bridge Appalachian Trail Club, with guests from the Carolina Mountain Club and Great Smoky
Mountains Hiking Club, conducted over Memorial Day a joint trip to Southern Virginia to Mt,
Rogers, White Top and Iron Mountains. These inter-club meetings have a very real value in
stimulating trail activity and are minor regional conferences. These Clubs meet [sic] again in
October on a two-day forty mile-hike over the new trail in the southern Shenandoah National
park. This trip afforded an opportunity to check the condition of the Trail in the "no-man’s land”
in the Unaka vicinity, a section unassigned to any hiking clubs. Trail markers were put up from
Skalls Gap to Feathercamp Mountain, a distance of fifteen miles, and three miles east of
Honnishell Gap were repainted. A very valuable contact was made with Forest Ranger Vesper M.
Stamper, whose services in improving the marking of this region, in connection with the
maintenance of the Appalachian Trail, can be depended upon in the future. The newly-organized
Unaka Mountain Club of Greeneville has remarked the route for fifteen miles south of Damascus.
There is need for further marking and checking in this locality but the interest of Ranger Stamper
will go far to solving this maintenance problem in this locality.
My last report referred to the organization of a group to care for the territory south of the area
maintained by the Roanoke Appalachian Trail Club. This work has been under Fred M. Davis, of
Lynchburg, and one trip has already been made for the purpose of renewing the marking, and it
is expected that the renewing of the marking will be completed during the summer.
Publicity
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club, at its own expense, arranged for an exhibit at the
Sportsmen’s Shows at Hartford, Boston and New York. This exhibit primarily featured the
Maine section of the Trail but literature, photographs and maps of the entire route, as well .as
trail tools, were exhibited. For arranging the exhibit at Boston, the Club is indebted to Ronald D.
Gower; at Hartford the work was supervised by William Burling of the Appalachian Mountain
Club; at New York Walter D. Greene and Risdale Ellis arranged the material. There was a very
considerable and encouraging evidence of interest in this exhibit which was decidedly novel.
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This interest and the opportunity to publicize the Trail project leads me to suggest that a
repetition of this exhibit would be a very desirable item in the 1937 Trail Conference program.
Use is of paramount importance to the Trail project. Maintainers of sections of the Trail tend to
become discouraged and lose interest if they find that the Trail is little used. While members of
hiking clubs may be familiar, in a general way, with the project, they constitute a very limited
percentage of the population and even of the potential users of the Trail. The value of this
exhibition would hardly seem to require any elaboration. In fact, at the 1936 New England Trail
Conference, when Mr. Ernest A. Dench, Editor of the Nature Magazine Hiking and Camping
Forum, told of the exhibit, the project aroused so much interest that it was the consensus of
opinion in the New England Trail Conference that a permanent exhibit of this sort should be
assembled for use in connection with New England meetings.
As with all activities of this sort, we learn considerable from the experiment. The cost and
difficulties were greater than originally anticipated. The project would have been more
successful had we been able to arrange to have had people in attendance to answer questions.
Another essential, which was remedied toward the end of the exhibit, was the availability of a
leaflet which could be supplied at little cost, explaining the nature of this project and listing the
publications. We enclose the form used. This could be distributed to good advantage at meetings
of outdoor groups where this project is emphasized.
Utilizing the Maps Committee of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, Mr. Egbert H. Walker
has plotted the route of the Appalachian Trail on the maps of all of the leading oil companies
which have promised to include these data in the revision of their maps. This will be a very
helpful source of publicity for the Trail. Efforts have been made to have the same data appear on
the official state maps.
Hiking Along the Appalachian Trail
J. Bradford Mitchell, a professor at the University of Baltimore, for the past six years, and his
brother Raymond Mitchell, have started on a much-discussed and occasionally undertaken
project--to hike the entire Appalachian Trail. They left Mt. Oglethorpe in May and are now in
Virginia, a distance of 600 miles from Mt. Oglethorpe. The Mitchell brothers, by reason of
several years’ experience in the hard training school of A.M.C. trail workers, are very well
qualified to make this trip. The Conference has furnished them with all available information and
has placed them in touch with the several groups maintaining the Trail. We wish them success in
their venture.
Treasurer’s Report
The Appalachian Trail Conference
July 1, 1935, 10 June 30, 1936
RECEIPTS
To Balance
To Dues, Class D Members (20)
To Dues, Clubs
To Contributions

$28.75
100.00
170.00
20.00
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To Publications, Maps, etc.
152.86
To Miscellaneous items
2.65
To Maine Appalachian Trail Club account (Sale
of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine 198.60

$672.86

DISBURSEMENTS
By Trail work
By Photographs
By Publications and Maps
By Markers, Paint and Tools
By Stationery and Printing
By Petty Cash
By Stenographic service
By Maine Appalachian Trail Club Guide Book
2nd Edition

$ 31.00
7.45
90.92
33.77
89.67
88.70
40.00
199.60

July 1, 1936, To Balance

581.11
91.75

1937 Conference
One matter to be determined is the place of the 1937 Conference. In the past Conferences have
followed a sequence of alternation in various sections of the country. The 1933 Conference was
held at Gatlinburg in the southern portion of the Trail; the 1934 Conference was held in Vermont
in the northern portion of the Trail; and the 1935 Conference in the Shenandoah Park in the
center of the Trail. The only invitation which has been extended for the 1937 meeting is a joint
invitation of the Smoky Mountains Hiking Club, the Carolina Mountain Club, and the Georgia
Appalachian Trail Club, to hold the Conference at Gatlinburg in conjunction with a trip to the
Great Smoky Mountains National Park. The place of the Conference should be definitely fixed
this fall so that the host Club can make its arrangements accordingly. This is a matter which
would need to be taken up at a meeting of the Board.
Meeting of the Board of Managers
I have had an opportunity to discuss with the Treasurer and one or two other members of the
Board the desirability of a meeting of the members of the Board in late October. Washington, as
the central location, would seem to be the most convenient locality. As the Conferences are only
held every other year, it would seem very desirable to have the members of the Board meet. This
would afford an opportunity to frankly discuss maintenance questions in various sections and
devise ways and means of meeting various problems. Due to the large attendance at the
Conferences and the limited time available, it is difficult to make much progress in matters along
this line. If such a meeting is to be of any value, it should have a substantial attendance from
members of the Board. Provisionally, we have selected the dates of October 31st and November
1st for such a meeting and I am asking the members of the board to advise me if they will be able
to attend.
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July 2, 1936. Ernest Lamb to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery
I stopped in at the University Club on my return from a trip to New York, and found your letter
of May 26th.
I heartily agree with your suggestion that our folder entitled "Guide to Chesuncook Section of
the Maine Bridle Path” should certainly have reference to your "Guide to the Appalachian Trail
in Maine", and your trail should have been marked on the simple map which we plotted, and also
surrounding points of interest designated.
I made up this map on a hurried call from Mr. Greaton, secretary of the Maine Publicity Bureau
and as you note, it covers nothing but our route from Bangor to Chesuncook.
I should be more than pleased to have some mention or short write-up in your issue of
the ”Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine", and at any time that you wish me to furnish you
the material which we have collected for such a write-up, I should be more than pleased to do it,
although I am not very good at such types of work.
I have just put my name up for membership in the "Appalachian Club", and 1 am pleased to say
that I have about twenty of your members coming down here on September 12th, whom I’m
going to take over this bridle trail.
If you are In Bangor any time this summer, and have a little leisure time, I do hope that you will
get in touch with me, as 1 should be more than pleased to see you.
{Copy Sewall, Greene, Flynt}
July 2, 1936. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I have two letters from Flynt dated June 25th and 26th and he has asked for my picture and a
sketch of my activities in connection with the trail work. I have told him that I figured he had
better not stress me and simply stress the work, and that I had no picture. He also asked me to
send him direct up-to-date information on progress of A.T. work and asked for information on
shelters and where they located.
I referred him back direct to you saying that I didn’t want to put out anything excepting through
you for fear of getting wires crossed. If three or four of us get writing letters back and forth we
will get mixed up and we won’t be able to do much of anything else I am afraid.
July 2, 1936. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
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In reply to your letter of June 26, I should like to keep the photos of the “Silver Aisle” at least for
a week until I have prepared the article on the wire cable bridge for the Portland Sunday
Telegram of July 12. (The story has been put over one week by the Gannett paper.)
I will be glad to get the photos mentioned in your letter of June 9, "as soon as you get back to
Washington".
The east end of the new bridge contacts the present Trail markings on the ledge about 50 feet
from the east end of the old Sourdnahunk Dam on which the old Trail crossed. I haven’t been
across the river to explore, but I believe that the west end of the bridge will contact the old
markings of the Appalachian Trail which I understand followed the thirty-year-old blazed trail
around the deadwater. I have not been over the Appalachian Trail to see if this followed the old
blazings of the Trail I used to follow for many years.
{Copy Greene, Sewall}
July 2, 1936. James W. Sewall, Assistant Forester, USDA Forest Service Emergency
Conservation Work (CCC) to Walter Greene
Dear Mr. Greene:
I have your letter of the 21st ult. on my return from the camps and am glad to hear from you.
Now I wish you would do this right away if you possibly can. Take your blankets with you and
nothing else and go over to the Sourdnahunk Foot Bridge crew.
Fred Costigan, Foreman and myself spotted a trail on the east end of Rainbow Lake direct across
to the bridge, coming out about 1000 feet above the bridge on the present trail.
We came across on a course of about North 50° East; leaving the lake I may have kept too hard
to the east but I came up onto a burnt barren mountain with a remarkable view of some of the
lower lakes from it and some natural seats; after that we struck some cuttings made a few years
ago and foolishly followed down hauling roads and were pulled too far south into the Hurd Pond
valley. We set back and there is a little piece of trail unspotted: that is from where we set back to
where the observatory on the burnt mountain of which I have just written is. We than continued
on our course and worked up the ridge which we thought was the watershed division between
Hurd Pond water and the West Branch and we passed by a rather remarkable over-hanging ciff.
We dropped down again and again foolishly followed hauling roads which we thought hauled
into the West Branch but after we had come quite a ways we found the main road pulling too
hard south and decided that it must lead again back to Hurd Pond. We therefore set back up this
road and took a straight course again, coming out over the next ridge and down to the trail above
the bridge as above stated.
There are far better views on this trail than on the one to the north side of Rainbow. We will
scrap one unimportant shelter if we use this last trail but I don’t see as that will be used much
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anyway. We will avoid the crossing of Rainbow Lake and shorten the route from the bridge to
Cliffords, by, I should think, three miles, if a trail is put around the end of Rainbow Lake and the
crossing by canoe is discontinued. The crossing by canoe is too uncertain.
Now what we did was done in one day and I had no time to make corrections. Costigan can tell
you where the spots strike in and I think that you should take our line of spots as a general guide
and improve the location. I think that when you strike into the Hurd Pond valley you can keep
farther west; and probably there is a pass at the upper end of that valley but I do not think you
need to drop down so far into it as our spots do. Then after you pass that going toward Rainbow,
I think you can bear down harder to the left and pick up our work on the aforementioned burnt
mountain. Ask Costigan to help you on this. Probably he could find time to go out with you for
half a day and give you the general location on the ground.
If you can do this it will help out a great deal. Meanwhile I am planning to try to get up there
myself the week beginning July 5th but I am driven so much with various and sundry details that
I will appreciate any help you can give.
This needs to be done right away because we will have to swamp out this piece of trail while the
crew is on the bridge work and will have a few spare men now and then during different
processes of that work and these men can be put out onto the trail and get it done. Tedford sent
over a couple of gallons of white paint, I think it is lead and oil, but it will do.
Please let me know on receipt of this letter just what your plans are.
In going to the bridge crew you can go by car to Millinocket and then by car to Abol Hill and
bear left on the new WPA road which will take you to Abol Stream. You will have to leave your
car here and walk about four miles in to the bridge crew. They have plenty of room for you to
sleep but no extra blankets. I imagine you will have to pay board of 17 cents a meal while there,
although we may be able to absorb that. I think we can. Ask Costigan to detail you a man to
travel with you if he can spare one. Take this letter along as your authority.
With best regards and hoping that I will see you sometime this summer,
CC: Avery
July 2, 1936. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I have your letter of the 21st ult. on my return from a ten day trip. I do not know what has been
done about the Katahdin side camp. If I find out I will of course let you know. Your decision
with regard to change in trail location in accordance with Viles letter of the 13th ult. and your
reply to him of the 19th ult. is O.K. I return the Flynt correspondence and article from the
Telegram. I don’t know where it all came from either but it is ancient history now.
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I enclose copy of letter from Walter D. Greene which is self explanatory with regard to getting
his help in the Rainbow Region immediately. If he can’t attend to it I will, but I am terribly
pushed. I also enclose photographs of Sourdnahunk Bridge which Flynt sent.
I was at the Sourdnahunk bridge the first of last week. We are having to put a cement concrete
anchorage pier on the South shore as our ledge there turned out to be big rotten boulders which
we did not dare to trust. Design for pier has been obtained from Washington and is in the
Foreman’s hands at Sourdnahunk today. They are getting along all right.
I took time while I was there to go out onto the trail to the north shore of Rainbow Lake and
stayed a night at Cliffords; then Foreman Costigan and I took a course from the east end of the
Rainbow Lake, leaving the Clifford trail and went across to Sourdnahunk Bridge. This is a try
line for a trail. It breaks down too far I think into the Hurd Pond valley and should be corrected
and I am writing Greene about it as the enclosed copy of letter will show. My idea is to put the
trail from near the bridge through to Rainbow Lake. This will mean about 4 to 5 miles to
Clifford’s camps. It would be 8 miles around the lake following the old trail. Letter to Greene is
explanatory of terrain. This is a radical change for the trail but is the best thing to do. We can
work it up in spare time of bridge crew after they get to actually constructing.
With best regards to you. Can’t write any more now as there is ten days correspondence piled up
ahead of me.
July 3, 1936. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
Please note letter from James Sewall, enclosed.
Will you authorize the making of such photostats as you may need, as Planning Board funds are
exhausted and no new project has been approved for the new period July 1-December 31.
Conners said today he had over-run and has no money even for a copy for himself and asked me
to write you to provide a copy for his department. Forest Commissioner Seavey should also have
a copy.
{Photostats will cost around 50¢ each.}
July 5, 1936. Howard Bailey, Bates College Outing Club, to Myron Avery
{Do you ever see these papers?}
Dear Mr. Avery:
Many thanks for the copy of letter you sent Ted Curtis at U. of M.—it should have helped out a
lot and I hope they got in touch with Mr. Sewall.
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“School Days” are over and we soberly marched down the chapel aisle on last June 15th to
clutch our sheepskins and supposedly to emerge into the “realm of educated men”. You must
have had the same emotions I did, when you left Bowdoin.
Before leaving Lewiston, however, I took down that two page press-release of Roy Flynt’s, and
it was printed in the Lewiston Sun. Also, Miss Whitney said she hoped to run my story on the
Geology of Maine’s A.T. that week-end or the next. As yet I have no definite proof it appeared.
There is also a possibility it may appear in a special issue of the Portland paper soon.
On the 4th of July or the day after I expect to return to Maine in search of a job which is my
chief worry now. I’m still very much interested in publicity and advertising. At present my only
hopes seem to be either at Augusta or Portland. While in Augusta I shall make an attempt to visit
Mr. Flynt again; he was away when I called just before graduation.
If I don’t locate work in Maine, there’s no telling where I may go—perhaps I’ll even ask you to
try and find me a job there in Washington, and then we could work together on A.T. projects.
That’s all for to-night, and as I only had three hours sleep last night and drove 250 miles in thick
traffic down to the Cape and back to-day, the present hour of midnight tells me I’m dead tired.
Shall write again after my trip to Maine, and here’s hoping you write me soon. Please address to
366 School Street, Webster, Mass.
July 6, 1936. Ray Viles to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
With reference to yours of 3rd in regard to measuring completed Trail.
The Trail between the Ledge House and West Carry Pond (about 1 ¼ miles) has been completed,
also from the Ledge House to the Main Trail on Bigelow (about 5 miles). This completes the
Arnold Trail as far as I know.
The crew on that end is building two shelters at Horns Pond on Bigelow mountain at present and
will move from there to Bigelow Village.
Another crew is now camped at Fry Brook Bridge and will have the piece finished from the
South Arm Road to the top of Bald Pate by next week end. We have changed Mr. Reed’s
location between C Pond and Fry Brook Bridge. We cross Mountain Brook about two miles
Westerly from George Leonard’s and follow the brook up about ½ mile thence over Surplus
Mountain where there is a beautiful view, from there the Trail comes back to Mr. Reed’s location
at the foot of Surplus Pond.
I do not see any reason why the above sections could not be measured by the last of the week.
Should there be anything that I could do to help please let me know and I will gladly do it.
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{Copy: Greene, Sewall, Flynt, Sawyer}
July 6, 1936. Myron Avery to Ray Viles
Dear Mr. Viles:
Mr. Greene sent to you some time ago some signs which were to go up at various places on the
Appalachian Trail. On the back of these signs were placed directions for their being put up.
Would you please look at these signs and let me know if there is any question in your mind as to
the exact place where they should be put up. If not, I will assume that the labeling is selfexplanatory and that you will be able to have them put up in due course.
July 6, 1936. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Mr. Taylor:
Walter Greene sent to you some signs which were to go up at various places on the Trail. These
signs were supposed to have written on the back just exactly where they were to be placed. I
wish that you would look at the signs and Guidebook data and let me know if there is any
question as to where they are to go. If it is not entirely clear, please give me the sign number and
I will see if we can straighten out the situation.
July 6, 1936. Myron Avery to Ralph Sterling
Dear Mr. Sterling:
Mr. Greene mailed to you some signs which were to go up on your camp. As I recall, they were
where the Arnold Trail diverged from the Dead River route. I wish that you would look at these
signs and let me know if there is any question in your mind as to how they are to go up.
As soon as the Arnold Trail is finished, I am hoping to have an opportunity to come down and
measure both routes and I may see you then.
July 6, 1936. Myron Avery to Roy H. Flynt
Dear Flynt:
You will have noticed from our Trail Conference Publication No. 5 on the entire Trail, as well as
from the Maine Guidebook, that we try to keep a bibliography of the various articles written on
the Trail. We have at Washington scrap books of all of the articles on the Trail which run into
some nine volumes and are a wealth of source material. We put into these books everything
which is written about the Trail in Maine and it is for this reason that I have asked you to
purchase two or three copies of any paper which carries an article in regard to the Trail, and
forward the clippings to us. I have previously mentioned that your postage and incidental
expenses of this sort will be cared for either from the general Conference funds or our Treasury
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in the Maine Appalachian Trail Club as long as it has any funds. These records are very
important to us.
I am enclosing a rough list of the newspaper articles of which I have a note. I am sure that, with
your new publicity activity, there have been numerous others and I would appreciate your
correcting this list and returning it to me.
I have just returned to Washington and I am leaving again. I expect to go to Boston in the near
future and if the Arnold section of the Trail is finished, I may try to run down and measure it
over the week-end. I have written Mr. Viles to ask him to let me know the status of this. If I go,
I have in mind the week-end of the 18th and 19th. I have sent to you the prize photograph of the
view of Katahdin from Sourdnahunk Falls which you wanted for your story. This, with the
photographs for the Silver Aisle which you plan to retain until your story comes out, ought to
give you an abundant collection of pictures. This collection for the Silver Aisle, I understand,
you will eventually return to us, but the miscellaneous photos which have been sent to you ought
to give you quite a number for publicity purposes. If you need more prints of the view from
Sourdnahunk Falls, let me know at once. Otherwise I will assume that you have sufficient for
your purposes and that in due course the photos for the Silver Aisle will be returned so that I may
keep that collection intact and not use those prints for other purposes.
With respect to the cost of the photostats of the bridge drawing, we will find some way to meet
the cost that you have to incur in their use. In the interests of economy, we will dispense with
having any prints made for us. I understand that three or four will meet your requirements for
the story and if you will have the bill sent to me, I will have it taken care of. We have an
appropriation for the Maine work from the general Conference funds which have been used to
defray certain expenses incurred by Greene. Our funds for this year are more limited than
previously and we have already incurred considerable expenses, so that Mr. Greene has a balance
of only around $20.00. The funds of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club include a donation of
$55.00 which was intended to be used for bridge expenses and which the Club vote as set forth
in the last Minutes, permits for use for other purposes. We draw on these funds for the exhibit
and are trying in every way to replenish it and bring it back to the original level. Our best source
of revenue has been selling pictures to the Portland Press Herald at 50 cents a print. We are still
about $17.00 behind on this particular item. Eventually this bridge fund of $55.00 may find its
way into the Silver Aisle. I have explained this situation at length so that you may fully
understand the problems we are up against. It illustrates all the more what we could do with a
small appropriation from the State Development Commission, but we shall have to make out in
the best way possible.
Mr. Sewall suggests that it would make for greater efficiency for me to supply the data which
you need for your stories and. he has asked me to give you the exact information on the lean-tos.
You will find the situation pretty well covered in the 1935 In the Maine Woods. The lean-tos
built by the Millinocket Camp were at Sourdnahunk Dam, Rainbow Lake, and the foot of
Nahmakanta Lake. The Flagstaff crew built lean-tos at Cold Stream, a branch of Dead River. The
Rangeley Crews built lean-tos at Piazza Rock, Elephant Mountain, and at Sabbath Day Pond.
This camp is now building a lean-to about three miles west of Andover-South Arm Road. I can
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appreciate Mr. Sewall’s feeling that it is better to treat these projects impersonally and to soft
pedal emphasis on his personal connection with the matter.
I sent you a reprint of a note on the Trail which appeared in Appalachia, the journal of the
Appalachian Mountain Club. This has a circulation of around 5,000 and I still have reprints left,
if they would be of any use to you in any connection.
I regret that my situation at New York prevented my handling this matter of the photos earlier.
We certainly appreciate the energy with which you are pressing this matter of the Trail publicity.
I will take out tonight a photograph of Greene and forward it to you.
I note on your letter of June 25th to Fred Lord, of the Kennebec Journal, with reference to your
story about the bridge, you asked if I would approve of running the Sliver Aisle with the pictures
in the Sunday Telegram at a later date. The Silver Aisle is sort of a composite publication. I take
it from your inquiry that you would favor this and I should be guided to a large extent by your
suggestions on the matter of publicity for the trail in Maine. At the present time we are
deadlocked on this publication and if we could get it out with good treatment, we might be able
to make arrangements with the people for a large number of additional copies which we could
use for publicity purposes. This would not interfere with our issuing it as a booklet if that became
possible later on and we would have the benefit of the intervening publicity. So I would say, if
you are satisfied with the treatment of the publication and if you could arrange to get a large
number of reprints at no cost--perhaps in exchange for our contributing the story--and I am
thinking of two or three thousand, it would be very worthwhile to go ahead with it for the benefit
of such publicity as is contained therein.
Your letter to me of July 3rd referred to a letter from Sewall. This was not enclosed and I assume
that it meant that Mr. Sewall knew of no way of obtaining the Photostats. I have already dealt
with this.
I am sending a copy of this long letter to Mr. Sewall and to Greene and to Sawyer and to Mr.
Stubbs in order to keep then fully informed.
I shall assume that you agree with me that Mr. Sewall’s suggestion that I supply the material to
you in the interests of preventing crossed wires is the most expeditious way of handling this and
will be governed accordingly.
July 9, 1936. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Enclosed is a copy of the story which, with photographs, is being reviewed this afternoon by Mr.
Gannett, preparatory to its publication, July 12 or 19. Mr. Lord, of the Gannett Publications, was
delighted with the Taylor picture of Katahdin which you sent me. In all I submitted 17 pictures,
but only a few will be used.
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In a separate envelope I am sending you two copies of the new bridge as our Planning Board
artist constructed it from, the blueprint. This print is very poorly done by the Highway
Department. We should have made photostatic copies to obtain the detail which was admirably
shown in the original sketch being reproduced by the Portland Sunday Telegram.
Also enclosed is a copy of the inscriptions, although I am uncertain which ones will be used.
SUSPENSION FOOT BRIDGE ERECTED IN THE WILDERNESS
Provides Link in the 2050 Mile Sky-Line
Foot Path from Maine to Georgia
by
Roy H. Flynt, Supervisor Division of Recreation, Maine State Planning Board
Almost in the shadow of Mt. Katahdin—“the most wildly picturesque mountain east of the
Rockies”—a picked crew of 16 young men of rugged American stock from the CCC camp at
Patten are erecting wooden towers to support the steel cables of the new 204 foot suspension
bridge to span the West Branch of the Penobscot on the Maine to Georgia Appalachian Trail at
Sourdnahunk Falls.
The 35 foot east tower, anchored to the solid ledge with steel embedded in grouted concrete, is
already in place, but the western anchorage has presented somewhat of a problem on account of
the shale rock of which the river bank is composed. As the wood and steel of the wire cable foot
bridge with its three foot walk weighs approximately 15 tons, a concrete “deadman", 14 feet x 3
½ x 3 ½ is being constructed to make a safe anchorage.
Engineer Burton Hunt of Island Falls and Foreman Fred Costigan of Milford told the writer that
they expected to have the towers in place by the last of this week and the suspension cables intact
early the week following. The crew erecting the bridge is under the direction of the State Forest
Commissioner, Waldo Seavy and Assistant Forester James Sewall, through the office of the
Emergency Conservation Work at Augusta. $1500 was appropriated by the Governor and
Council for the purchase of the eleven tons of steel which includes 750 feet of 1 3/8 inch main
suspension cable and 500 feet of 7/8 inch wind cables attached to either side to prevent sway.
The Great Northern Paper Company, appreciating the usefulness of the bridge as an aid to fire
control, is contributing the services of a teamster and tote wagon to transport the steel and
planking from the east bank of Sourdnahunk stream where it was landed from sleds, last winter,
over the precarious ford at the crest of the falls at the mouth, one mile to the old Sourdnahunk
Dam. The new bridge, located deep in the woods, 10 miles from Baxter peak on mile-high
Katahdin, in Piscataquis county, is 25 miles from the nearest town, Millinocket. 21 miles of the
distance is by road, over which the steel and wood were transported by truck; but at the mouth of
Abol brook--made famous by Henry David Thoreau’s visit in 1846 in his climb of Katahdin--the
road ends and the materials for the bridge were hauled in the winter on tote sleds three miles up
the West Branch to the mouth of Sourdnahunk stream.
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Work on the bridge was halted, last year, on account of the disbandment of the Millinocket CCC
Camp, but not before the crew of 10 boys under foreman Costigan had cut the timber for the
towers and stringers, some of the biggest timbers 12 x 14, 35 feet long, were cut from the
surrounding forest and all hand hewn by the CCC crew. The Millinocket boys worked four
weeks, last fall, before high water, until disbandonment called a halt.
The bridge site, in full view of towering Katahdin, the northern terminus of the trail which
extends 2050 miles from the summit, to Mt. Oglethorpe in Georgia, affords one of the wildest
and most superb vistas along the Appalachian Trail route, combining the roaring waters of the
rapids, countless acres of unbroken forest and the majesty of Maine's highest mountain in a
single picture. Katahdin is the first spot in the United States to greet the morning sun. The greater
part of the mountain, comprising a strip two miles wide and four miles long, a gift to Maine by
ex-Governor Percival P. Baxter, of Portland, has been a State Park since 1931.
The new bridge was made necessary by the gap made in the trail when the Sourdnahunk Dam
went out in 1932. For the last three years hikers, sportsmen and woodsmen have been unable to
make a crossing above the rapids without much trouble and expense. With the completion of the
suspension bridge, probably by the first of August, Maine will have a continuous trail of 265
miles threading the great forest fastnesses, from Katahdin to the New Hampshire line. This skyline foot path is destined to became one of the state's most intriguing recreational assets, not
outrivaled in scenic charm by the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia or the Great Smokies of
North Carolina. The Maine trail now adequately provides for the traveler, who does not wish to
camp, accommodations at sporting camps en route. From Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow, one may
travel 180 miles for 18 days and find comfortable lodgings and the best of food. For the hardier
hiker who wishes to camp on the trail. provision has been made by the construction of leantos on
public camping sites. 10 leantos have been built at the Hunt trail (Appalachian) on the
Millinocket—Greenville road, five miles from the summit of Katahdin. A ranger's cabin has
been erected and a state fire Patrolman, John O'Connell, is in attendance. A check at this
camping spot by the writer, last fall, on Labor Day, showed over one hundred automobiles
parked and 500 visitors. Most of these people stopped over night in tents and make-shift shelters
as the permanent structures were inadequate for so many hikers. Several hundred other persons
were camping at Chimney Pond on the East side of the mountain where accommodations for
only 30 or 40 are provided. Some way should be found to erect additional shelters for the
increasing thousands who are literally taking the mountain by storm. Other states are providing
accommodations to take care of the influx of tourists bent on the ever-increasing popularity of
mountain climbing. Roy Dudley, warden at Chimney Pond, does his best to provide for the small
army of campers. but his facilities are meagre. Last August Roy's register of people who had
stayed overnight at Chimney Pond totaled 10,000 names. The book was filled. He was starting a
new register.
The Maine link in the Appalachian Trail to Georgia was the last section to be undertaken and the
last to be completed. By reason of its inaccessibility and the absence of outdoor organizations, it
was thought, in 1931, that it would be necessary to abandon the proposed route in Maine and
have the trail to Georgia begin in the White Mountains. However, two years of Trail Conference
planning augmented by the personal efforts of such intrepid mountaineers as Myron Avery of
Lubec, Chairman of the Appalachian Trail Conference of Washington, D. C., and Walter Greene,
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of New York City and Sebec, Maine, developed a feasible route, utilizing old trails and tote
roads, connected by new cut links. In 1933 two expeditions marked the trail route from Katahdin
to Bigelow, a distance of 175 miles. During 1934 the existing route was improved and extended
to Mt. Sugarloaf. In 1935 came an event of paramount importance to the development of the
Appalachian Trail in Maine. On the recommendation of assistant forester James W. Sewall
in charge of CCC work, with the support of state and federal forest service officials, and the
activity of the Appalachian Trail Conference at Washington, the Appalachian Trail project was
adopted as an item of the CCC program in Maine. Trail crews were sent out from Millinocket,
Greenville, Flagstaff and Rangeley. The existing trail was widened and improved and bridges
built. The old trail from Sugarloaf to Katahdin was worked over with the exception of about 35
miles which will be completed this season. This work has been admirably done, resulting in a
wilderness route of great attractiveness and an outstanding recreational asset for Maine. The
Trail work in Maine will be directed by the newly formed Maine Appalachian Club, of which
Walter D. Greene is President. The “Guide to the Appalachian Trail to Maine”, issued in
February of this year contains maps and detailed information to enable hikers to traverse the
three completed sections totaling 224 miles of the 265 mile foot path. Copies are obtainable by
writing the Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C.
[Photos submitted with article]
(1)
Katahdin from the cable bridge crossing of the Penobscot West Branch at Nesowadnehunk Falls,
10 miles from the summit by Appalachian Trail—seven miles as the crow flies.
(2)
The Great Basin of Katahdin from Dry Pond. Photo by Dr. Lore Rogers.
(3)
Appalachian party climbing the Hunt Spur on Katahdin with measuring wheel.
(4)
Joe Mary Mountain from Cooper Pond, Appalachian Trail. Photo by S. S. Philbrick.
(5)
The old Sourdnahunk Dam on the West Branch Penobscot; built in 1904, damaged by floods and
made unfit for Appalachian Trail crossing in 1932.
(6)
Sourdnahunk Falls 20 feet above which the wire cable foot bridge will cross on the Appalachian
Trail from Maine to Georgia. Photo by Roy H. Flynt.
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(7)
Appalachian Trail marker leading to foot bridge across West branch Penobscot at Sourdnahunk
Falls. Photo by Roy H. Flynt.
(8)
Ranger’s cabin at Hunt (Appalachian) Trail at Katahdin Brook Camp Ground, a CCC
development 25 miles from Millinocket on the road to Greenville via Sourdnahunk stream. Photo
by Roy H. Flynt.
(9)
Tent quarters for CCC crew constructing the new 204 foot steel suspension foot bridge at
Sourdnahunk Falls on Penobscot West Branch near Mt. Katahdin. Photo by Roy H. Flynt.
(10)
One of the 10 shelters constructed in 1935 by the CCC, each providing cooking and sleeping
accommodations for six people. On the Hunt (Appalachian) Trail at Katahdin. Photo by Roy H.
Flynt.
(11)
Right: Burton Hunt, engineer of Island Falls in charge of construction of wire cable bridge at
Sourdnahunk Falls. Photo by Roy H. Flynt.
(12)
Foreman Fred Costigan, Milford, Maine. Photo by Roy H. Flynt.

(13)
Foreman Fred Costigan and part of his CCC crew. Photo by Roy H. Flynt.
(14)
Falls on Sourdnahunk Stream over which steel and wood for bridge must be transported by tote
wagon one mile to old Sourdnahunk Dam. The ford crosses the flat submerged ledge at crest of
falls. Photo by Roy H. Flynt.
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(15)
Penobscot West Branch above Sourdnahunk Falls showing east and west anchorage for the 35 ft.
towers to support the wire cables of the 204 foot suspension foot bridge on the 265 mile Maine
Appalachian Trail system. Photo by Roy H. Flynt.
(16)
Appalachian Trail formerly crossed on old dam, shown at left. The west anchorage of new bridge
is shown on rocky clearing on river bank, 100 feet above the white blazes of old trail at west end
of dilapidated Sourdnahunk Dam. Photo by Roy H. Flynt.
(17)
Great Northern teamster (at left) invites us to have a broiled trout dinner and a cup of black tea in
the open. Photo by Roy H. Flynt.
Inscription for Sketch: Maine State Planning Board Artist’s Sketch of the Wire Cable Footwalk
Suspension Bridge now being Built by the CCC Crew from the Patten Camp at Sourdnahunk
Falls, in Piscataquis County, where the Appalachian Trail, from the Summit of Mt. Katahdin,
2050 miles to Mt. Oglethorpe, Georgia, crosses the West Branch of the Penobscot River.

July 9, 1936. Dan Wight to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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A short time ago I wrote the A.M.C. in Boston for latest information about the A.M.C. trails in
Maine. They have sent me a new Katahdin guide book and a new White Mt. guide book. They
also suggest that I write you as you might have some maps or written description of proposed or
finished trails in Maine. Many of my visitors at the M.F.D. tower on Old Spec where I am still
watchman inquire after the progress of the Maine A.M.C. trail, so I need a bit of enlightening
myself.
July 10, 1936. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
As you know, I was away from Washington all the last part of June, and as I have a final report
on the Katahdin situation, in which Mr. Ross would be much interested, I am writing a sort of
joint letter to you and Mr. Ross. I also sending copies to Mr. Greene and Mr. Flynt.
When I left here in June, there seemed no doubt--as far as the Washington authorities were
concerned, that the Katahdin side camp would go back in. All that it required was the correction
on the application for this side camp, which had been made by Forest Commissioner Seavey. As
I understood the situation, this was only a technical failure in the application and it had been
returned to the Forest Commissioner’s Office for correction. You understand, of course, that an
application from the Forest Commissioner’s Office is essential for getting the side camp in.
To my very great surprise, on my return I was informed that the Washington Office had learned
from its District Office that Forest Commissioner Seavey had decided not to apply for this side
camp. So the matter was ended there.
I am very much at a loss to understand the situation. It may be that Mr. Baxter feels that the
camp would result in too much development at Katahdin and has used his influence with the
Forest Commissioner to have it suspended. Granting the correctness of Mr. Baxter’s views of
limitation of development at Katahdin, nevertheless from what we knew of the situation--a
slashed right-of-way and uncompleted road, no terminus or cabin facilities at the end--the
situation is indeed most unfortunate. It is incomprehensible that anyone with full knowledge of
the situation would permit the thing to continue in its present half-finished stage. I understand
that Mr. Ross feels very strongly that the present situation is detrimental to his interests and that
the Governor would like to have the Katahdin Camp go back again. Under such circumstances,
the moral is obvious. It would seem that the Governor could take the matter up with Mr. Seavey
at Mr. Ross’s instigation and have Mr. Seavey request that the camp go back again. The true
situation can be explained to the Governor. The matter now rests entirely locally. There is
nothing more which I can do here. It all rests with the Forest Commissioner, and until he renews
his application, the matter is dead. In view of Mr. Ross’s feeling in the matter and his contact
with the Governor, I would assume that he would press the matter most energetically. I shall be
glad to be kept informed by him of any developments, and if the application is renewed, I can
perhaps do something here in the way of explaining the necessity for the work. At any rate, the
battleground now is in the state.
With apologies for having to treat this matter in a round robin fashion rather than writing
separately to the interested parties,
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cc Greene, Flynt, Col. Harry F. Ross
July 10, 1936. Myron Avery to Ray Viles, Chief Foreman, Rangeley CCC Camp 55-P
Dear Mr. Viles:
Thank you for your letter of July 6th, telling me that the Arnold Trail had been completed and
you had also finished from the Andover South Arm Road to Baldpate across the road at Frye
Brook. You are certainly making extraordinary speed. We are having, as you know, a terrific
heat wave here and I have just had two solid weeks in New York and have just come back from
Norfolk, so I think I will wait here a few days until the temperature cools down. If nothing
happens to change my plans, 1 will take two or three days off and come up and measure the
completed sections. I have to get some railroad time tables, to find out just what are the best
connections I can make. I presume I would have to start either at Dead River or at Caratunk to
make the loop on the Arnold Trail. If I find that I can save time, which is important, through
having you send a truck or a car from the C.C.C. Camp, if that is possible, to meet me at the
railroad or to get me back, I shall make free to ask you.
If you have any suggestions about how I can best do this or any ideas on transportation, you
might let me know, as I shall be here through Tuesday. I was hoping to do this next weekend if
the weather permits.
If you plan to do anything about the relocation around the Sessions Camps, just east of the
Andover South Arm Road, I hope this can be attended to before I come, so that I can get this
measurement. You will remember that we thought that the road which came in on the right
(going west) near the lower camp, might have been a tote-road to the upper camp and would take
the trail out of the brook bed.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Messrs. Greene, Flynt and Sewall.
cc Greene, Sewall, Flynt, Sawyer
If I am able to make this trip I can turn in to Mr. Flynt some data on the completed section of the
Trail for a story. Mr. Viles has certainly made extraordinary progress. With respect to the
Portland Sunday Telegram note of June 28, 1936, I have corresponded with Mr. Fogg, but never
succeeded in arousing any interest in the Trail project. I offered, at one time, to show the lecture
to the Club but they had difficulty in arranging a suitable date.
July 11,1936. Myron Avery to Walter Greene
Dear Walter:
I have only been in Washington three days since June 22nd. Your card of Thursday received.
By now, you will have copies of several letters, which will explain developments and my plans.
You will see the difficulty about your delay in writing Sawtelle, in that I am now unable to locate
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the prints and believe that they must have been returned to you, and you will have to dig them
out and forward them to me. This means money to us and it is unfortunate to let these matters go
so long. Please get this straightened out before writing me about anything.
As to the relocation, I feel it is politic to let Sewall go ahead and do things which are his
particular ideas. I like the old route and will regret the loss of the trail up the West branch
through that beautiful hardwood forest. If you go there and put in a relocation, the white blazes
on the old route should be painted blue and the A.T. markers knocked off. In addition, the board
signs which are in existence should have painted out the words “Appalachian Trail” wherever
they occur. There should also be a blue-blazed side trail to the lean-to and a sign made for it.
This is not conspicuous from the main trail. So, if you go up there, it is very important that you
have enough blue paint to do this job thoroughly and make the corrections on the signs, as well
as taking data for additional signs which will be required. I assume that on the south shore of
Rainbow Lake, the section leading in to Clifford’s Camp will also need to be made blue. If you
do not have any blue paint, let me know. Incidentally, you had better advise me what you have
in the way of white paint or markers. If you are short on blue, my suggestion would be to buy
some color tubes and mix the white until it gets to be a deep blue. This would probably be
cheaper than buying new blue.
To simplify the contradictory addresses that you have on the postcard, until I give you further
data, address me, Office of the Solicitor, Room 5524 Commerce Building.
July 12, 1936. “Ace” Bailey to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Here I am in Portland for the first breathing spell and rest since I started out over a week ago
hitch-hiking around in search of work. To date my mileage has totaled to about a thousand (did
650 miles the first three days). As far north as the summit of Cadillac Mt. and inland to Augusta
and Lewiston, the “rule of thumb” has taken me.
Just a week ago to-day I landed in Lewiston where I learned for the first time that my story on
the geology of the Maine A. T. had been printed. It came out June 27th (following my return
home after commencement) in the Journal Magazine Section, and took up one full page with two
cuts—the one of you going over the Hunt Spur with the measuring wheel; the other of the P. A.
T. C. and yourself on the summit of Katahdin.
As soon as I return home I’ll send you an extra copy—several of which are there waiting for me.
Mr. Robert Stubbs was the first to see me in Augusta, and we had a delightful chat; he showing
me the marked section of the A. T. on the new Socony Road Map—good publicity!
Then my first visit with Mr. Roy Flynt who gave much of his time; also, we looked over his
pictures and story about the bridge at Sourdnahunk Falls—story took up half a page with five
pictures and a sketch in this morning’s Portland Press Herald. I’ll buy an extra copy for you in
case you write me a letter that no copy has been sent to Washington.
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Tomorrow come interviews with Harold Schnurle, former Senator and Chairman of the Maine
Development Commission, and Congressman Simon Hamilton who picked me up the other night
while I was hitch-hiking.
Must close—a letter home to the folks would relieve their wonder as to where their wandering
boy is to-day and what has happened.
P. S. Hope to be in Webster the middle of week, so if you write please address to 366 School St.,
Webster, Mass.
July 13, 1936.
SITUATION OF MAINE GUIDEBOOK
{Revised Aug. 10, 1936; Revised Aug. 22, 1936 after delivery 10 copies}
Liabilities
Balance due, payable Oct. 10, 1937
Final balance, payable 14 months from March 10, 1936
Purchase price of 79 additional copies (Paid Gruver, Inc.)
Purchase price of 10 additional copies (Paid Gruver, Inc.)

$42.60
72.00
22.66
3.40

$140.66

Books available
Copies at 901 Union Trust Building on shelf
Copies sent W. D. Greene (not included as assets)
Copies sent Maine Publicity Bureau, Portland, Me. for sale
Copies deposited at 901 Union Trust by printer—July, 1936
Balance of copies (100) delivered by Gruver
Defective copies with Exhibit Committee (not listed as assets)

104
5
16
37
52
209

Financial Situation
Due on second installment, payable Oct. 10, 1936
(per receipt June 5, 1936 and letter of Capital Offset

$42.60

.....
Cash on hand, July 13, 1936, Sale of Guidebooks
Bills payable, sale of Guidebooks
Bills payable, Hammond sale of Guidebooks

$31.60
6.30
4.00

Excess after replenishing printing fund

$10.90

$250.90
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July 13, 1936. Myron Avery to J. H. Thoeing, Capital Offset Printers
Dear Mr. Thoeing:
You left at 901 Union Trust Building 46 copies of the 100 additional copies as to which we have
an option to purchase. On checking over these and the other copies which we had not examined,
we found that 9 were defective. I have these at my office at Room 5524, Commerce Building,
and wish that you would examine them to see that they are defective. This means that it will be
necessary to have 63 perfect copies to make the additional 100.
We understand that you will leave the photographs of the negatives of the maps at 901 Union
Trust Building within a day or two and will advise as to what concession you think you should
make under the circumstances from the sales price of $49 which you quoted for the 100 copies.
July 14, 1936. Unsigned letter to Walter Greene
Dear Walter:
Myron and I have no doubt from now on of the propriety of your conduct, for we are controlling
the purse strings of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. The signer of this letter is the Acting
Treasurer of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club [Marion Park] and we distinctly warn you that
we will not approve any bills incurred in Childs Restaurants or other similar disreputable places.
My first job is to return to you your bill of $4.08 which I understand is an expenditure to be
charged against the $20 from the Appalachian Trail Conference and for which you will account
to Mr. Schuetz. As to the check for $3.25, I understand that $2.25 goes to the Treasury of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club and $1.00 represents the sale of a Guidebook. We have sent you
three more so that you now have six to use as you find necessary. We will omit them from
consideration in our accounts, but if you sell any, it will be simply so much unexpected profit to
us. We have also sent you six sets of all of the separate maps.
July 14, 1936. Myron Avery to Harold Bailey, Webster, Massachusetts
Dear Ace:
Your letter of July 12th takes me back about thirteen years. Methods have changed a bit since
then, I think, or it may be that you are more resourceful than I am. I am pleased to hear from you
and to know that your article on the Geology was printed. Our publicity program for Maine has
gone extremely well. Flynt has gotten in a number of articles and apparently you saw his story in
the Sunday Telegram. Don't bother to get a copy for us, as Flynt sent three and we have written
for some more. I would like to have a copy of your story, as I have found it is very difficult to get
them from the Lewiston Journal, although we have written for copies.
I have sent to you, under separate cover, a reprint from Appalachia on the trail situation in Maine
and the last Report of the Board of Managers. The Arnold Trail is finished and Viles’ crew is as
far west as Baldpate. It looks as if the Maine section will be finished this year.
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I shall certainly be sorry that you will not be back in Lewiston next year. Keep me informed on
how things go. Best of luck and best of regards.
July 14, 1936. Myron Avery to Miss Agnes Dresser, Maine Publicity Bureau
Dear Miss Dresser:
Mr. Greene has written me of his call on you and his inspection of the Guidebook exhibit at
Portland. We are very appreciative of the attention which this matter has received at your hands.
You may recall my letters of March 14th and 19th in this connection. We had intended to send
you one or two photographs which could be used to illustrate the exhibit. If these did not arrive
or have been misplaced, will you kindly notify me so that I may forward others.
I understood from Mr. Greene that you found it inadvisable to display any Guidebooks, even if
secured by a string or chain. We believe that it would be beneficial to us to have the Guidebook
exhibited and, if you were disposed to do so, we would gladly assume the responsibility for the
loss of the book.
I am enclosing 3 copies of the reprint on the Trail in Maine, with the thought that you might
place them under the glass cage so that all three pages would be readable. We could also tear
out--for use in the exhibit--the note on the Trail in Maine contained in the last issue of IN THE
MAINE WOODS.
I assume that you still have available an ample supply of the list of literature cards and the
prospectus of the Maine Guidebook.
Mr. Greene has suggested that we should prepare here a sign which might be added to the exhibit.
The following wording occurs to me. If you have any changes, please suggest them, and if Mr.
Greene's comment seem to you feasible, we would have the sign printed and sent to you:
“Information about the Appalachian Trail in Maine, with accompanying maps and trail
data, is contained in a 250-page Guidebook, GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
IN MAINE, which may be purchased here ($1.00).”
cc Greene, Flynt
July 14, 1936. John H. Thoeing, Webb & Bocorselski—Norris Peters, Inc. to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Further to our conversation of even date we are pleased to advise that we can furnish copies of
the Trail Maps as follows:
Five (5) maps printed in blue and two (2) maps printed in blue and orange –
100 copies
$70.00
100 additional copies printed at same time
10.00
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100 copies from same plate at later date

38.00

If these prices meet with your approval we can guarantee you satisfactory reproduction and
service.
July 14, 1936. Agnes E. Dresser, Maine Publicity Bureau, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We will gladly put on the counter some of the guides and have a card printed as you suggest,
hoping that it will increase the sale of the book.
We will put the reprints on the Trail in Maine with the other literature under the glass.
We did not receive the pictures and the only way we could display them would be to put them
with the other literature under the glass. We have very little wall space for pictures and our racks
containing booklets take all the available floor space.
You need not bother to send the card as we will attend to having it made.
{Copy Greene, Sewall, Sawyer}
July 14, 1936. Myron Avery to F. E. Cousins, Editor, Portland Press Herald
Dear Mr. Cousins:
I think you will find that you still have to return to me the original photographs which were
furnished by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and which you ran at various times in May and
June of this year. We can make good use of those photographs and I hope you can locate them at
this time, in order to return them.
We were very much pleased with the appearance of these photographs and compliment the writer
of the captions on the accuracy displayed in the notation.
As soon as I can make the necessary arrangements, we will have some additional photographs
sent to you. These were approved by you some time ago. I wrote you in this connection under the
dates of April 17th and 22nd.
cc Greene—There is a danger of letting this matter run so long that he will forget that he has
agreed to use the designated pictures. Please take care of this immediately. M.H.A.
July 14, 1936. Myron Avery to Dan Wight, Lookout, Old Spec, Mountain, Grafton, Maine
Dear Mr. Wight:
I was extremely pleased to hear from you again and to note that people coming to your Lookout
Tower make many inquiries about the Trail. I also remember that you very kindly placed the A.
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T. markers which I sent you, from Grafton Notch to the fire tower and made arrangements to
help me on my trip last year.
We are, therefore, very pleased to send you, with the compliments of the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club, a complete copy of this Guidebook which you can have at the Tower and which will
enable you to answer inquiries. I have also sent under separate cover copies of the maps which
relate to the section with which you are familiar. These maps are the most imperfect in the
Guidebook and I sent you a separate copy with the thought that you could perhaps make some
corrections and return the map to me so that the second edition will be a better map. As soon as
the trail is completed we should issue a supplement covering the portion not described in the
existing Guidebook. I have also sent you some reprints which will make you familiar with the
latest Trail developments in Maine. If you do not receive these publications, please advise me.
We very much appreciate your continued Interest and hope you will report any developments in
the region. We are counting on you to maintain the marking from Grafton Notch to Old Spec. I
hope to have the pleasure of seeing you when I am next in that region.
July 17, 1936. Myron Avery to Walter Greene
Dear Walter:
I am answering your letter of July 14th very quickly. We have sent you several sets of the
separate maps as well as three additional Guidebooks. This is for the purpose of your having
them available in case the necessity arises. For reasons which I have explained, it is much
simpler not to treat these things as out on consignment. You have a copy of the letter going to the
Camp proprietors in which we have said that we would sell these maps at 50 cents per set. If you
hand over any to Packard, there is no reason for doing so on a different price basis than with any
other Camp proprietor.
The correspondence has been sent you which shows the status of this matter with the Publicity
Bureau and you need not be worried about that.
Did you find out from Stacey what relocation was made on Moxie Bald? If the relocation departs
from the Guidebook data, it is essential that you put up a sign saying “Trail relocated as far as
_______ and does not follow Guidebook description”. Such a sign should be put on both ends of
all relocations. Otherwise it destroys confidence in the book. I understand that you were going to
send to Mr. Schmeckebier for some extra blank boards which you would have available at Sebec
for that purpose.
I have written you about the advisability of repainting the old route blue and a blue-blazed trail
should also go to the lean-to. You can see now the troubles resulting from that Sawtelle letter in
that we can’t find the prints. Probably you have left them at New York and by the time you
return and can find them, Cousins will have forgotten about his agreement to use them. If you
mean that you want to ask the Dover Observer and Guilford Register to reprint the separate on
the Trail development work, that is all right, except that they will have to acknowledge the
source, as this is reprinted from copyright material.
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I am returning your letter from Sawtelle and if there is any chance in the world of your getting
these pictures, please do so. I have written to Jackins, as you suggested.
July 17, 1936. Myron Avery to Alden Jackins, Waterville, Maine
My dear Mr. Jackins:
At the suggestion of Mr. Clair Sawtelle, I am writing you in connection with the Appalachian
Trail in Maine. Mr. Sawtelle tells me that you are extremely familiar with the Katahdin region
and have taken some extraordinary photographs of that territory. In your trips to Katahdin I
presume that you have come in contact with the Appalachian Trail, which is under the
supervision of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. I am enclosing copy of a reprint which
illustrates the recent Trail developments in Maine.
I am sure that the purposes of this organization will meet with your approval. It is entirely
voluntary and the matter of financing the Trail activities is carried on by various means.
One of our sources of revenue has been to sell to newspapers at fifty cents each photographs of
interesting localities in Maine which have been taken by those interested in the Appalachian
Trail project. Mr. Sawtelle has permitted us to use a number of his photos and it occurred to us
that you might have some photos which, by reason of your interest in the Appalachian Trail
project, you would be glad to have us use in the Portland Press Herald.
1 enclose a prospectus of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine and we should be very
glad to forward you a copy, reciprocating your courtesy in the matter of permitting us to make
use of some of your photographs for the purpose of forwarding the Trail development in Maine.
July 17, 1936. Myron Avery to Emmons Stacy, Superintendent, C.C.C. Camp Greenville
Dear Mr. Stacy:
Greene writes me that you have been to see him and that your crew is working at the present
time on Moxie Bald and that he supplied you with some blue paint. From this I judge that you
have made some considerable relocation in the route and have probably lengthened the side trail
to the tower, putting the main trail to the north and keeping it in the green woods. When we
make changes in the route different from those in the Guidebook data, it is necessary for us to
put up a sign on the relocated section, calling attention to the change. I have told Mr. Greene
about this and if you would write me and let me know just what change was made on Moxie
Bald, referring if possible to the Guidebook description or the map, it would be very helpful.
I understand that Mr. MacNeil’s crew is making speedy progress and continuing its excellent
work of last year.
July 17, 1936. Myron Avery to Miss Agnes Dresser, Maine Publicity Bureau
Dear Miss Dresser:
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Thank you very much for your kind letter of July 14th, 1936 (File M). We are pleased to note
that you are in a position to follow out the suggestions of my last letter and will have a card made
with the announcement in the language which I suggested in my letter.
It is our thought that the photographs could also be displayed with the other literature under the
glass. My arrangements seem to have miscarried, and apparently there has been some failure to
forward the photographs to you. I will have this attended to at once, and you should receive the
photographs within the next week.
I understand that originally sixteen guidebooks were sent to your office.
We have felt throughout the great value of having this material on display and incorporated in an
exhibit of the State of Maine literature. We counted on this rather than on individual sales of the
Guidebook.
cc Greene, Flynt, Sewall
July 18, 1936. Myron Avery to John H. Vondell, Amherst, Mass.
Dear John:
I have not heard from you for some time and I can imagine that you may be away on one of your
usual summer trips. I hope that your journeys will soon reach the Trail in Maine.
There is one matter in connection with the exhibit that I have to write about. It was my
understanding that the photographs of the Trail in Maine were being sent separately to the Maine
Publicity Bureau, to be used in an exhibit there. The Bureau says that it never received any
photographs and Miss Robb says that the photographs were not in the box of materials returned
to her. While it is perhaps too late to remember just what was done, I thought I had better write
to see if you could trace the matter.
July 20, 1936. Dan Wight to Myron Avery
I learn by telephone today that another package came from you so now I have all the material
you have so generously sent me. This last one must be “The Guide to the A.T. in Maine.”
Once again, thank you. I’ll not be alarmed if my suggestions as to the Baldpate trails is ignored
but neither will I be sorry to hear it is a possibility.
July 22, 1936. Roy Flynt to Roland Sawyer, Editor, Christian Science Monitor, Boston
Dear Mr. Sawyer:
Confirming my conversation with you today by phone I am mailing, separately, a pen and ink
sketch of the new wire cable foot bridge across the West Branch of the Penobscot River, at
Sourdnahunk Falls, near Mt. Katahdin. Enclosed is a clipping from my news story in the
Portland Sunday Telegram of July 12.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1936 – Compiled by David Field – Page

191

Also by separate mail I am sending you abstracts from the Maine State Planning Board’s survey
of motor vehicle accidents in Maine for 1935. The complete survey or report is now being
multigraphed and will be ready for distribution shortly. Accompanying this abstract is a lay-out
sheet and four maps or charts that will be useful in connection with the article. (1) “Automobile
Accidents by Hour”, (2) “Number of Persons Killed in Motor Vehicle Accidents”, (3) “Principal
Causes of Automobile Accidents”, (4) “A Map Showing Location of Motor Vehicle Accidents
on Maine Highways”.
I will confirm Mr. Myron H. Avery’s Boston address; Charles W. Bartlett, Assistant United
States Attorney. Mr. Avery expects to be there Thursday or Friday, and you can send a
communication in care of Mr. Bartlett, marked "please hold", (in case you can not make your
phone contact). Mr. Avery writes that he expects to go to Rumford to check up on the new trail
work by the CCC camp from Rangeley under Ray Viles. The section runs from the Andover
South-Arm Road west to Grafton Notch. He hopes also to inspect the new alternate AT at Mt.
Bigelow along the Arnold route. A separate CCC detachment is still working on this route.
As I understand it, you would like to have a story of the work finished and being done on those
routes.
I also understand that you would like a story of the proposed Katahdin Park area and the 2050
mile Appalachian Trail from the summit of the mountain to Mt. Oglethorpe in Georgia as soon
as I can obtain a photo of the new wire cable foot bridge to be finished about the first of August.
July 22, 1936. John Vondell to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I carefully laid the pictures and map away, and they were overlooked. Have sent both back
today—the pictures to Maine, and the map to you. Am sorry you had to write about it.
Won’t get into Maine this year. Six of us spent last week-end working trail over Stratton Mt.,
and painting Willis Ross camp on the lake.
The first of August we go to the Adirondacks for a week. Expect to climb Marcy, McIntyre,
Saddleback, Basin, Haystack, and the Gothics.
Hope you have a pleasant summer.
July 22, 1936. Myron Avery to J. W. Hunt, Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Hunt:
Will you kindly send by parcel post to Walter D. Greene, Sebec Lake, near Willimantic, Maine,
two gallons of blue paint put up in quart cans. To avoid difficulty which has happened in the past
through leakage, these quart cans should be sealed with solder. This blue paint, of course, is to
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be made up in keeping with our Appalachian Trail standards. The bill should be made out to The
Appalachian Trail Conference and sent to me.
July 22, 1936. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
My dear Avery:
In Portland, Monday, I had about an hour’s chat with H. J. R. Tewksbury, Editor of the Portland
Sunday Telegram, reviewing the pictures selected for the “silver aisle". Mr. Tewksbury said he
could use an article on Katahdin about which there is so much of a stir at present toward making
this a state park or part of Acadia National Park. (The latter course would require congressional
act, while making it a state park under the act passed by the last Congress would be simpler and
more desirable to Mr. Ross as this would bring the area within the jurisdiction of the new park
commission under a 99 year lease to Maine by the federal government.)
Mr. Ross was in the Planning Board Tuesday, and desires to have as little publicity as possible
regarding the proposed purchase of this area under the new act, in order to minimize opposition
until plans can be perfected to acquire the necessary additional land.
Dr. Earle A. Pritchard, Recreational Planner from the Bronxville office, visited Harry Ross at his
home in Rockland with me last week. We had a splendid visit and accomplished worthwhile
results. Mr. Ross spoke very highly of you and expressed his appreciation of your efforts to
advance the project. We also visited Mr. Gilbert of the Park Commission who seemed in accord
with the general plan. Mr. Gannett, with whom I made my first ascent of Katahdin in ’98, was
visited by Dr. Pritchard and Mr. Mullikin, and was found to be in full sympathy with the
proposition. Mr. Gannett will see that the best possible publicity will be given the project
through his five newspapers. The Sunday Telegram is running about 50,000 copies, or 200,000
readers.
Mr. Tewksbury said he could use a story on the Appalachian Trail as soon as I can obtain a
picture of the new bridge. I wanted to show him your manuscript, the "Silver Aisle", but found it
was not returned with the pictures from Boston. Will you please send a copy of this as soon as
possible. I will plan to keep the pictures as several of them have been selected by Mr. Tewksbury
for our next article of Katahdin. My plan would be to run the story of Katahdin including the
new bridge picture, and then follow up the big Appalachian story with your text abridged. Would
this plan suit your convenience?
The Planning Board is working with Dr. Pritchard and the key men of the project and it certainly
looks as if the state park would be an accomplished fact. Please treat this information as strictly
private and confidential, and between Mr. Greene, yourself and me. The carbons of your
conversation with Mr. Ross in New York and his letter to you were very useful in interesting
Consultant Mullikin and Dr. Pritchard in the park project. They are putting on all the heat
possible, having had a conference with Governor Brann at Augusta, and the day following at Bar
Harbor, with Acadia Park officials.
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Enclosing the carbon of the Ross letter was a happy coincidence; you didn't know that I have
known Harry Ross and his sister, Mrs. C. Vey Holman, since 1905, when I was associated press
correspondent to the Maine legislature under Governor Cobb. Harry Ross was a member of
Governor Cobb's staff, with the title of Colonel.
Last Friday night I called Ray Viles at Rangeley to see if you were to meet him Saturday
morning to go over the trail. It was my purpose to contact you and get first hand the "story" of
the Andover South-Arm section, and later climb Bigelow with you. Mr. Viles promised to phone
me as soon as he heard from you about definite plans.
Enclosed is an editorial from the Portland Evening Express of Monday, July 20, also a clipping
of a story which I wrote Saturday for the Kennebec Journal of Monday, July 20. This was also
sent to the Bangor Commercial and the Portland Press Herald and Express.
{Copy sent Greene}
July 22, 1936. Alfred Mullikin, Associate Consultant, Maine State Planning Board, to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Mr. Roy Flynt has advised me of your interest and activity as pertains to improvement of the
Appalachian Trail. We are now developing a Preliminary Plan for Maine and under the Division
of Public Recreation we are naturally interested in constructive suggestions within the scope of
sound state planning.
While you are in Maine I would indeed appreciate it if arrangements could be made to permit of
a conference at this office. If this is impossible will you write me your suggestions or
recommendations for embodyment in our public recreation plan. You may be interested in our
organization chart attached, and particularly as regards our Research and Planning Divisions.
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July 23, 1936. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
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Dear Mr. Avery:
The signs came OK and I have them all up but three. I was going to put them up today but it is
raining. They were all right but one. No. 133 to be put up at the western junction of Arnold and
Dead River routes, reads Maine Highway 16—3.81 M. Pierce Pond—19.38. Should not that last
mileage be 23.19? Let me know if I shall put it up as is or have it changed.
The C.C.C. is working on shelters at Horns Pond and the blue side trail from there to Cranberry
Peak Pond. Will soon be on the Sugarloaf Trail. Earland Winter and I plan to spot from where
we left off last year on the north side of Spaulding to the point where the Abram side trail will
turn off. We hope to do this next week.
Fred Hutchins made a very attractive sign for the Sugarloaf Trail and I put it up a few days ago.
I talked with Mr. Viles a few days ago and I am to go with him some day and show him the way
from Reddington Pond to the junction of the Abram and Sugarloaf trails. He says he can handle
the Saddleback end by himself.
Thanks very much for the Kennebago Quadrangle map. Hope to have more to report soon.
July 25, 1936. Everett F. Greaton, Maine Development Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Today we received from John H. Vondell, Amherst, Mass. several photos on cardboards. I
wonder if they were sent here for our use or if they should have gone to you.
July 25, 1936. Walter Greene to Myron Avery [10 pages hand-written]
Dear Myron:
The Sawtelle photos discovered and sent to you. You shouldn’t have returned them to me. The
maps and the guide books rcd. I have no markers. I gave those I had last year to the crews. I had
about 10 or 12 which I took in for the new relocation together with nails. I had two qts. of blue
paint. One I gave to Stacy. The other I mailed to York’s on Daicey Pond. Two gals. of blue, if
you send them, can stay here in reserve. I also have a gallon of white. The press-clippings I’ve
sent to Flynt. I went into Millinocket Fri. the 18th. It was 140 miles from here to state camp
ground at Katahdin. The road from Millinocket is not in very good shape, and the last ten miles
where it leaves the fork to Togue Pond is awful. Didn’t know whether we could get over it or
not. It was late after 4 o’clock when I was nearing the camp ground, and it was wise not to try
and reach camp. I had a heavy pack on acct. of bedding so I stayed at York’s that night. The trail
from the c.g. to York’s is O.K. the little log bridges allright. The sign at CampGround No. 7 is on
the tree but broken in half. The back part is missing. No. 4 is missing, No. 5 has a couple of
cracks in it but is allright. No. 6 is O.K. I met a nice C.C.C. boy at York’s camps the next
morning. Joe Bushar French-Canadian carpenter, sign-painter. We dropped down to the camp.
They have two hovels fixed up, one Costigan and Hunt stay in. The other—cook and dining

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1936 – Compiled by David Field – Page

196

shack. They have a big Army tent for the boys. All nice and comfortable. Costigan had gone
home. I used his bed, on Sunday a spare cot.
Sunday we started over re-location. Hunt went along, so did Bushar. It is well figured out, rather
strenuous. About 4 ridges, up and down, follows old road a way on top somewhat. Boggy, but
they are skidding it. Well cleared. Hard wood cutting. Not very bushy. Last height is burnt mtn.
over Rainbow. Magnificent view from here. Pemadumcook Jo Mary’s Debsconeag etc. It drops
down and follows the old phone line to head of lake, then to Clifford’s. You are mixed. This
trail comes directly into Clifford’s in front of the guide house. Where our old trail starts out.
There’s no necessity for blue here. The whole trail is clear to Clifford’s. No dead-falls. It’s
strenuous as I say but less than 8 m. from York’s, and eliminates the ferry. It’s thru the woods,
not old roads, and with a real view on it. This change is for the best, much so. It’s all painted and
well spotted. Their paint gave out just before they reached Clifford’s, less ¼ m. I’m mailing a
small can to Fred who says he will finish it. They ferried us across and we came back the old
way. Pretty tired but allright. My first long hike.
Costigan came in. Fine man, 60, well liked. Still has a brogue. Hunt also nice. Quiet. Both these
men old timers and able, good crew. Monday saw the north tower go up without a hitch. They
have all the ground work done and well done, a great sight to see the winch and tackle put it into
its exact place. They then went to work on south tower. It’s a fine piece of rough engineering
and with the gorgeous view of Katahdin from it, and the falls under the bridge, it will be a
famous spot. They get the cables across next, will finish in two weeks. They have moved the
south side signs down from the dam and put up a nice post with them on where the bridge
crosses. The blue paint was not at York’s Sat. I had a tube of blue with me, plenty of white, there
we mixed a good color. Had another boy, smart, assigned. He is a good worker. They didn’t
need me there longer, and I need my stomach. Plenty of grub, but boiled hot-dogs for breakfast
one morning and baked beans the next with nothing but soggy biscuit, convinced me I’d better
move on. We painted the old trail blue, a few spots into the lean also blue. It’s in good shape and
a very nicely made sign is at the road, reads App. Trail lean-to-camp-ground. Who made it? Not
a chance to get the markers off the trees. There’s an unusual number in that stretch. It would
need a bolt-cutter—we painted them all blue, which seems to me covers things for it eliminated
the printing on them—there must be twenty five or thirty of them a day’s job. Painted app. trail
off all the signs. At Clifford’s trail junction they are O.K. We cleared out a number of new deadfalls and a lot of brush—It’s now all clear. Reached the lake about 4. Just as heavy rain started in.
I built up a smudge, it was ½ hour before they noticed it and came over and got me. I left copy
for two signs with Costigan. Bushar paints all the C.C.C. signs. Does a good job, has the boards
and paint. These are to go at the junction of the relocation [wording inside diagram of a sign with
right pointing arrow]:
App. Trail
Relocation July 1936
Differs from Guide Book
Land route to head of
Rainbow Lake and Clifford’s Camps
4-66 m.
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Costigan measured this carefully with a 50 foot tape. Quite a man. They were at head of
Rainbow one night and slept under the bushes, with no blankets and finished the job the next day.
Other sign [wording inside diagram of a sign with right pointing arrow]:
App. Side Trail
Formerly main trail
to ferry opposite Clifford’s
Camps on Rainbow Lake
5 m.
to lean-to and camp ground
¼ m.
These can go up temporarily until you send copy and I can get time to make new signs. They are
needed there now. Glad to see me at Clifford’s. Good rest. Met a couple Washington people. Mr.
and Mrs. Capple. They were also at York’s, had come over the relocation, were going as far as Jo
Mary. Had the guide book. Told him to drop in and see you and report anything. They were
enjoying it. Nice people.
I phoned Greenville. Pulled out Tues. morning. Tough day. Hot as hell. No shade all the way, hit
the dam, had lunch at Manny Boynton’s. The Rainbow Lake Trail is not as good as last year.
Boyle was late. Many dry spots he missed then are boggy now. No shade, the grass is thick and
high again, and many bushes growing in. This will need attention often. Climbed the hill from
Boynton’s, struck the old G.N. tractor road, and hit the Greenville Rd. at exactly 3 to the minute.
The time I said I’d be out. Got to Greenville. Sewall was there. Had a long talk. Gave him all the
news of the bridge. He speaks of two flying squads next year to cover the trail to keep it clear.
MacNeil had just come in. I fell on his neck. Fine friend. He and Mrs. Mc. drove me home to
Sebec. Had fine dinner at camp with them all.
Mac next goes into Troutdale and works from there. Joel Taylor, the fire-warden is spotting a
line for him from Moxie Bald. When it’s all finished he will supply the dope to you. Harris will
carry their stuff etc. in on his jitney. I may go in and camp a few days with them. My first two
tenants went out yesterday. New ones come in. It means responsibility and work. Have been
crowded. My camp is booked for 8 weeks until Sept. 6th. Mac goes then into White-cap and
Pleasant River, expects not to get in there until Aug. 15th. They speak of building Pleasant River
bridge. I told them of the old one there. Narrow place, short distance above Hermitage. They will
build Long Pond stream bridge then. He looks drawn. Has been working hard. Good crew he
says.
You cause me some struggle also. In one of your letters to Viles you spoke of getting there about
the 18th. That’s why I wrote you in care of him. I was prepared to follow instructions, but had
an idea to submit, that you might consider, and it was the only way I could know before I painted
the line blue. Things can get too big for the future maintenance. Too cumbersome. We are
getting a hell of a lot of side trails it strikes me, and they may mean future grief. However, it’s as
you wish it. We did some clearing and work on it as we painted. Remember, I phoned York to
mail back the blue paint I’d sent in. He gave me a 2.00 rate, so did Clifford while I was there. If I
arrange possibly with Packard to sell guide books—or maps, what price will I charge him. He’s
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strong on a profit? I’ll try to get a new re-location sign for Clifford’s end as soon as I can. I’ve
written Smeck for some boards. Don’t forget to take up with Pub. Bureau about new display
when they move, which I believe will be soon. I sent bill including my 2.25 to Schuetz. He sent
me check. I returned the 2.25 to Washington. The twenty you sent I took my 2.25 from that.
That squares me. Marion says the 2.25 I sent goes to the Maine fund. You have that there then as
I sent it. Figure this problem out. Hell! Give my love to her. Tell her I’ll write when I can. As
soon as I can will correct B-C map. Want to go over it with Willie Gourley. This is the 10th letter
I’ve written today. My arm aches. Good night. Best.
July 30, 1936. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Am going over tomorrow to Cymphers Camp to get away for several days. Packard knows how
to reach me if anything urgent comes up. I have here the signs I made for Katahdin. If you
wanted the replacements sent up, they might be sent to Fred Pitman at State Camp Ground. His
wife runs the cabin. Fred I know well. I’m sure he would put them up allright. Let me know.
August 1, 1936. Myron Avery to Walter Greene
Dear Walter:
My present situation necessitates that I write you very frankly. 1 am overwhelmed with work of
all sorts and much as I dislike to say so, least I hurt your feelings, your methods of doing things
contribute materially to my burdens. You have told me so many times that you don't intend to
add to my labors--although the result is the opposite of your intentions--that I feel sure that you
will without offense permit me to point out the details in which must ask your help. I have been
away for 7 days. I return here flooded with work. I have dictated for 7 hours--all vital letters to
keep this project going--and still haven't touched the trail data.
I appreciate your temperament. I know that it is hard for you to do things systematically and
when I ask. Also you are troubled by the complex that you can't follow directions but must do as
you deem fit--because of what you believe to be local conditions which I can't appreciate. The
net result of inserting your own judgment and varying arrangements is to leave some unfinished
link. We have a big task; it demands efficiency. You must give more thought to adhering to the
details and not leave so many loose ends. You seem to have the thought--well toss it back to me
to straighten out--like the finances. How many times have I explained that to you. There is no
reason for your mixing that up.
Now here is one thing I can't and won't waste more time on. Your letters of July 25 and 30th took
an hour out of my time. Why must you select me to impose your scribbling on? You say you
write other letters; if they are like what you send me those letters aren’t read--and can’t be. If
they aren’t, why do I have to suffer. You are always in a hurry, it seems, hence the scrawl to me.
Now if you must hurry, why not omit some of the irrelevant detail such as what you ate or what
you slept on and give me something legible. Why not try a pen or sharpen those stubs and only
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write on one side of the paper. Your postage is being reimbursed but what I want to say is to stop
making me the victim of your haste. I am going to quit struggling with those letters.
Now you probably had some good reason for not taking the blue paint with you when you were
riding to Yorks. The same applies to those signs. It would have saved postage and you could
have put them up. Experience shows few people put up signs intelligently. I don't want to send
those signs in to Pitman or anyone else. I did not say definitely to Viles that I would be at
Rangeley and to write me there was a mistake. The thing to do was to send a copy to Rangeley
and write here--where my mail is cared for. In that event I could have given you more detailed
suggestions. Had I known you were going to Yorks I would have mentioned the signs. Mailing in
the paint and signs are avoidable expenses.
Now as to using that tube of blue. Our experience is that tube-mixed blue, unless very dark, tends
to fade badly and become almost white. It would be well to have this repainted with the real blue.
Tube-mixed paint is to be avoided. Now we haven’t in our technique any blue-painted squares.
You must have had an ax with you to cut blazes and could have knocked them off. It only means
that some-time someone will have to do this job. It would be prudent to write Costlgan and have
your boy repaint with the true blue and take the markers off.
I gave you a legend for the signs. You add "Land Trail”. I know what you had in mind but most
people will take it for the name of a new trail and it will cause confusion. What you should have
added was "Appalachian Trail”. These are just the things I have in mind where you feel you must
change something. I don’t think the wording of your bridge sign is very good so I sent Costigan a
letter which may or may not reach him. Copy to you.
Now one of the worse things is your putting off matters. You merely add to my load for I have to
keep jacking up and sometimes I forget them myself. For the sake of efficiency can’t we attend
to these things promptly. That Sawtelle mess cost me another hour for I have to label EVERY
photo for I can’t tell what the editor selected. It may be all right to do things this way but it adds
to my burdens.
2. I have asked you repeatedly for the Barren-Chairback Map corrections. Now here is where
procrastination gets us on that. The fellow who made that map leaves town this week and I have
a session with him on corrections but have to dig some one else up for the corrections you should
have given me long ago. Let me have them by return mail.
3. In checking that Rainbow relocation, send me at once a loose map with the new trail; distance
and location of lean-to and particularly the amount of the old road used. You should understand I
have to get that data. Why make me write for it.
4. I suggest that before you make any long trips, you give me a chance to suggest what needs to
be done also. I don’t see any now as Rangeley is cared for and I have a feeling that you were too
anxious to get away from the West Branch to think of everything. If one can’t take time to
complete the job, it is hardly worth going in for.
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5. One thing more. You should have had a supply of markers on hand. I am sending 100. The
result of that is that I have to remember that someone will need to put up markers on this new
section. You see, Walter, there are so many things to think of and to do a half job means labor
for someone else.
6. If you go to White Cap see that the old blazes are blacked off, markers removed and new
markers put up. See that Stacy has a supply of markers.
7. I asked you some time ago to let me know about Moxie Bald; please take it up at once.
8. You shouldn't have started this year with no markers; need for them was bound to come up.10
or 13 isn't enough for that relocation as you well know.
9. Had you not been so sure that I was "mixed" or looked at the Guidebook you would see that
there are marks from Clifford's landing. These come off to where the other trail meets it. All little
details but we are supposed to be experts and get this stuff right instead of leaving it half done
for someone else.
10. Why tell me such bunk as knocking off 20 signs is a day's job. It can be done in 2 minutes
with the back of an ax. If so, we went in there to do that job right.
11. What is an Appalachian Side Trail? That Trail is the West Branch Tote-road.
12. I wrote you about the price to Packard. We lose money selling these at a discount and want
to do as little of it as possible. We prefer to leave literature around and have the orders sent to us.
We won't take more than 20 opo [sic] off and don't want to do that.
13. It seems to me that you mixed the finances again. That bill which you sent Schuetz was to
come out of the $20 and I thought I made that clear. Why should you take the $2.25 from the $20
and not the other.
Now Walter, I hope you will see that I have a tremendous amount to handle and while 1 don’t
want you to feel I am criticising you, you must see that your way of doing things adds to my
burdens and I am crying for help. Don't go writing me any long letter of explanations. Let's just
try and think of these details and you do less masterminding. We have got a big job and we have
to handle it on a businesslike basis. When you take a job you must see it thru to every detail.
Here is the sign for the bridge. I tore up the note to Costigan.
Appalachian Trail
Nesowadnehunk Bridge
Built by the 159th Company CCC
Burton Hunt, Engineer; Fred Costigan, Foreman
August, 1936
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There is a strong chance that after I come back from Jacksonville that I will go to the West Coast.
So you can see the more why we must change our ways a bit. It is the cost of dealing with a
genius and temperment--yourself old fellow.
August 3, 1936. J. F. Schairer, Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club to Fred L.
Hutchins, Stratton, Maine
Dear Mr. Hutchins:
You will remember that you wrote me some time ago and said that you would be glad to be of
help to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club in any possible way. This, as you know, is a small
select organization and we have not hesitated, where the cause of the Trail would be advanced, to
write our members and ask them to do certain things. Mr. Avery has told me of the very
attractive signs which you have painted for the Trail and at the present time we have a problem
in sign making, as to which I am going to ask your help. It is very important that these matters be
done correctly and immediately.
We sent to Mr. Taylor Sign No. 133 on which changes in the route of the Arnold Trail on Little
Bigelow from what we originally contemplated necessitate a revision of the distances painted on
the sign. Would you take this sign and change the figure ”3.81" to "2.86” and change the figure
“19.38” to “18.43”? It is necessary, in order to make intelligible the reason why we have two
alternate trails, both painted white and marked with Appalachian Trail blazes, to indicate this by
a sign at each end of the oval. It would help greatly if you would undertake the making of these
two signs. One, which is No. 132-A, should be placed on Bigelow Mountain where the Dead
River Route and Arnold Trails join. This sign should read as follows:
Appalachian Trail
Arnold Trail and Dead River
Routes are alternate A.T.
white painted routes to
Pierce Pond.
Sign 126-A should read
Appalachian Trail
Arnold Trail and Dead River
Routes are alternate A.T.
white painted routes to
Mt. Bigelow.
When this sign is finished, it should be sent to Ralph Sterling, Caratunk, Maine. I am writing Mr.
Sterling, asking him to put the sign up. We will, of course, reimburse you for any postage, etc.,
incurred in that connection.
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From what Mr. Avery tells me, I think it would also be very well to have a sign at the turn-off to
Pierce Pond Camps from the Dead River Road. This sign should read [Lettering on a rightpointed arrow:]
Appalachian Trail
Cold Stream Lean-to
.95 m.
Pierce Pond
7.02 m.
Sterling’s Pierce Pond Camps 9.79 m.
These signs are greatly needed and will improve this section of Trail and I hope that you will be
in a position to continue to help us in this connection. I have just heard through Mr. Taylor that
you had made a very attractive sign for the Trail up Sugarloaf Mountain.
Copy to Taylor, Greene
August 3, 1936. Myron Avery to Dan Wight, North Newry, Maine
Dear Mr. Wight:
On my return I found your letter to me with your suggestions for routing the Trail. I immediately
sent this to Mr. Winter, who is in charge of a crew in that section and I hope that he has been
able to get in touch with you so that you could tell him what you had in mind. Mr. Winter is very
anxious to obtain the best route over Baldpate and I am sure that your suggestions will be of
considerable help.
He also has the problem of locating a shelter in that vicinity.
As you have suggested that you would be glad to place markers on the Mahoosuc Range in
Maine when you make your trip, I have sent to you a package of fifty markers and galvanized
iron nails. I would suggest that you keep a few in reserve to replace those stolen from the Trail.
Perhaps it will be necessary to drive the nails in farther than we are accustomed to and not leave
the quarter of an inch projecting on markers placed near the road. Farther back on the Mahoosuc
Range we should leave this to allow for tree growth. Would you kindly tell me at some time how
far it is by automobile speedometer from the campground at Grafton Notch to the Poplar Tavern
in North Newry. It is evident that we have made a mistake in our Guidebook.
There is another thing which I think would be very worthwhile to do. The distance from the
highway at the campground to Old Speck Mountain has never been measured. It would be very
interesting to get this correctly and you could arrange with Mr. Winter to whom I am sending a
copy of this letter, to bring the measuring wheel back from Rangeley next week-end. He can
show you how to use it. We should have the distance from the highway to the camp to the point
where the Trail forks off from the camp and finally to the tower. I would be interested to have
the correct measurement on the climb up Old Speck and I hope you will find a chance to do this,
and we will put the corrected distance into the Guidebook.
August 3, 1936. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
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Dear Mr. Taylor:
On my return I found your letter of July 23rd, which I was very glad to have. We are glad that
you were able to get the signs put up and I saw those at Dead River. I took pictures of them, also
those going up to Bigelow, as I think they will be useful.
The Secretary of the Maine Club is writing a letter to Fred Hutchins about making the changes
on the signs. I feel sure that he will help in this connection, as it is something which he can do.
This letter will cover your Inquiries. I sent a note to you from Boston and I am glad to know that
you are ready to go in with the Foreman to show him the way from Reddington Pond up to the
ridge. I am also pleased that you were able to get the signs up so promptly.
After measuring the Little Bigelow Trail, I drove in over to Dead River Road and saw the new
signs which Hutchins had made. They are very artistic. Your painting on the Dead River Road
was fine. I noticed that the first mile in, which was probably the old paint, had faded badly and I
assume that you will be able to take care of this some time soon. It was suggested to me that the
signs at Dead River Post Office were too close to the road, as the snow plow might damage them,
and that it would be well to drive them in further to ground. If you agree you can probably attend
to this when you next go down. Also, it seemed to me that the sign where the Trail left the Dead
River Road near Long Falls would be more conspicuous if placed near the telephone pole and
driven in hard. These are just minor matters but I thought that I would mention them to you.
I am sorry that I did not know my plans far enough in advance to let you know so that you could
go with me, but I hope to be back in the fall to measure between Sugarloaf and Saddleback and I
certainly hope that you will be available then. I still have the Kibby trip in the back of my head
as soon as this measuring is finished.
I feel that it is very important that you get in touch with Mr. McLaughlin, C.C.C. Camp Foreman,
as soon as possible, for he has no idea of that country.
I certainly think we are making great progress and neither you or I would have dreamed that
when you started up Spaulding on the Trail, we would be so near finished.
As to the distance on Sign No. 133, it seems to me that it should be 2.86 m. (where the Arnold
and Dead River routes join), added to 15.57 m., Section 15 North to South, from Pierce Pond to
Dead River Village. This is the basis on which we have written to Hutchins. If you see that I am
wrong on the distance, you can correct it, but it seems to me that this is right.
I looked over the booklet which you sent, with much interest. Why don't you try to have them
correct the map so that it will show the trails on Bigelow?
Copy for Mr. Greene
August 3, 1936. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Maine Development Commission
Dear Mr. Greaton:
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Your letter of July 25, 1936, telling me that you have received several photos on cardboard from
John H. Vondell, of Amherst, is another chapter in the story of our misfortunes. After our
exhibition at the Maine Sportsmen’s Shows, the material arranged by the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club was exhibited at the Outdoor Recreational Association at Amherst. We had made
arrangements with the Maine Publicity Bureau to display our maps and guidebooks and were to
send them photographs in this connection. We learned only recently that these photographs had
not gone forward and I now learn that, through error, they were sent to you. Will you kindly
forward them to Miss Agnes Dresser, Office Manager, Maine Publicity Bureau, Portland,
Maine? As I recall, the collection is excellent and should make a very creditable display.
I recently spent four days in western Maine, measuring the trail between Grafton Notch and
Saddleback. Four new lean-tos have been built this year, with the result that the Trail in Maine,
together with the alternative Arnold Route, is now complete except between Saddleback and
Sugarloaf. 1 sent you recently some reprints of a note in Appalachia on the developments in
Maine and 1 assume you have seen Mr. Flynt’s story on the cable bridge in the Portland
Telegram.
On my return, I found the half-dozen copies of the new booklet on Maine which I assume that
you have sent to me. Permit me to congratulate you upon this publication. The selection of
photos is most excellent and the use of color is novel, and enhances the value of the booklet. 1
noted with interest your reference to the Appalachian Trail which you wrote some time ago
would be made in this publication. We appreciate it. I would say that in our experience reference
to publications--such as to the "Conference booklet” as we have here, invariably means that
inquiries will come in to the Development Commission as to where the publication in question
can be obtained. We appreciate that while the Development Commission understands that the
Trail Conference and Maine Appalachian Trail Club are entirely voluntary organizations
contributing their efforts to the development of the recreational resources of Maine, it would
perhaps be inexpedient to make a direct reference to our address at 901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D.C., which would avoid having to pass on the inquiries to us. We can forward to
you, if you wish, some of the prospectus of the guidebook and our list of publications. In any
event, the inquiry should be addressed to the Trail Conference at 901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D.C., rather than to me personally. You can let me know what you wish in this
connection.
We receive from time to time inquiries about Katahdin and have referred these people to my
booklet which was published by the Development Commission. I note that this is not listed in the
Maine booklet on the last page and I assume from that that it is no longer available. If this is
correct, we can be guided accordingly in replying to these inquiries. If this publication is
exhausted, to what do you wish us to make reference in answer to these inquiries?
If you will have the photographs forwarded to Miss Dresser and end the chain of errors in that
connection, we shall be very much obliged to you.
Copy to Mr. Flynt
August 3, 1936. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
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Dear Mr. Sewall:
I am writing you in detail as to my observations on my trip over the Trail in western Maine, as
you have asked me to do in such cases.
I was able to cover and measure from Grafton Notch to the Andover-South Arm Road, two
sections, and from Me. Highway 4 to the Houghton-Oquossoc Road, and also the section of the
Arnold Trail on Little Bigelow. The result of this summer’s work by the Rangeley C.C.C. Camp
has been to finish the Trail between Saddleback Mountain and Grafton Notch, as well as to build
four additional lean-tos.
I want to say, at the outset, that I was tremendously pleased with all that I saw. There has been a
very material improvement, not only in Trail construction and the incidental features of the route,
but in the marking. You will recall the problems in connection with the paint marking in western
Maine resulting from last summer’s work. These problems have been solved and the new
sections were, for the most part, very well marked. I think that the time which we put in with the
crews, pointing out the improvements which could be made in the marking (which are to be
followed up at once), will result in further improved work for the reminder of the season. It
seems to me that things are going along extremely well and that within the next two weeks both
crews should begin on that last hard section between Sugarloaf and Saddleback.
Dealing specifically with the various sections:
1. From the Andover-South Arm Road to the Andover-B Hill Road: The Squirrel Rock Lean-to
is probably the best made on this western section, except that the second one at Frye Bridge was
made about eight inches longer on the bunks, which is a much needed improvement and will be
followed in the other structures. Mr. Winter changed Mr. Reed’s location on the upper part of
Mountain brook to go over Spruce Mountain. This affords very fine views in both directions.
With the exception of the Bates College side trail to C Pond Bluff, there would otherwise be no
view here. We are going to have, however, very real maintenance problems in this section for
the next two or three years. About a third of the Trail goes through a lumbered section and
should certainly be gone over again next year. This section is slightly under-marked but Mr.
Winter is to have a paint crew go over it again to touch up the marking at the places I suggested,
so that it should be in first-class order.
2, Andover-B Hill Road to Grafton Notch: The trail has been located with a good deal of
discretion alone the bank of the brook so as to include all of the features of Frye Brook. This is
really an extraordinary stream with its waterfalls and miniature canyon. Mr. Reed’s route from
the West Peak of Baldpate went north down a valley between two spurs of Baldpate and then
west, with a resulting offset of 1.7 miles on the road in Grafton Notch. The fire warden at Old
Speck has suggested that it would be possible to bring the trail due west from the West Peak of
Baldpate so as to avoid this offset and the route would pass an overhanging rock with a very fine
view. Mr. Winter had, of his own accord, intended to scout this and if he is able to make any
change, it will avoid the offset. He will have, however, a very considerable problem in locating
the most western lean-to, as sources of water on the west slope of Baldpate are infrequent. The
cliffs on Baldpate are very sheer and with Frye Brook, this section of trail is very spectacular.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1936 – Compiled by David Field – Page

206

Throughout his work Mr. Winter has given considerable attention to improving the location.
There are two improvements to be made in the marking in this section and some slight
relocations to avoid crevices in the boulders on the east slope of Baldpate.
3. The Frye Brook shelter: This is well located and well made. It is an improvement over the one
at Squirrel Rock in that the bunks are longer. This is a matter which has to be watched and, after
building the lean-tos, the foreman should have the bunks thatched with boughs.
4. There has been some discussion apparently about a clearing crew going from Grafton Notch
west to the New Hampshire Line. From the top of Old Speck the trail is maintained by the
Appalachian Mountain Club which regularly sends a crew over it each summer. This section of
the Trail is perfectly passable, although on some parts not by any means up to the standard of the
rest of the trail in Maine. The Appalachian Mountain Club has maintained this for about ten
years and will continue to do so. This twelve miles is a very difficult section to get at and I
would most strongly recommend that nothing be done here this year but that we concentrate on
finishing between Saddleback and Sugarloaf.
5, The Little Bigelow Section: From the Ledge House to the Dead River Road, it is 5.1 miles.
This trail has been superbly located by Mr. McLaughlin and has some startling views. He has
improved these by clearing out trees. The first part of this section, however, suffers from overmarking in that the painter apparently thought that he should paint every blaze which Mr.
McLaughlin had spotted to indicate the route exactly. In view of the fact that most difficulties are
from under-marking, I am rather reluctant to mention over-marking. However, this is such a
beautiful trail that the great number of white blazes visible sort of spoils the effect and I
understand that Mr. McLaughlin will go over it with the black paint and have the excess marking
eliminated so as to put this Trail in first-class order.
I discussed with Mr. McLaughlin the route from Sugarloaf to Reddington Pond. I have also
written Mr. Taylor, asking him to see Mr. McLaughlin at once to place at his disposal all of the
knowledge which he has of that section. This is going to be very difficult work and it would
seem to be advisable to concentrate on getting the Trail through. At least three lean-tos will be
needed along this section but I strongly urge that the building of the lean-tos be deferred until
after the Trail work has been done. Otherwise this may not be finished this fall.
6. I put up some of the signs that were sent to Mr. Viles and arranged with Gordon Hunt to do
the rest. Mr. Hutchins, at Stratton, is to make board signs to go up at the two junctions of the
Arnold Trail and the dead River Route to explain why there are two white-blazed routes going in
each direction. The sign explains that the route are alternate trails going from Mt, Bigelow to
Pierce Pond.
7. I had understood that the beginning of the Arnold route at Pierce Pond is painted blue and, as
this is beyond the reach of the C.C.C. Camp, I have written Ralph Sterling to ask if this trail is
blue and if so, to have him paint it white as well as to put up the alternate sign which Mr.
Hutchins will send him.
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8. Mr. McLaughlin is clearing the Mt. Bigelow Range Trail from Stratton to the Horns Pond,
which was unfinished last year. He says that parts of it are very much over-marked, as a result of
the C.C.C. clearing, and I urged him to use some of the black paint up here also in order to
improve this section,
9. I obtained the data for all of these sections and I hope to be able to measure from Sugarloaf to
Saddleback in the fall. Then we will get out a small supplement which, with the Guidebook, will
give the data for the complete route. Of course, there are a great many changes on our map from
Me. Highway 4 to the New Hampshire Line and I shall have to try to get that retraced. I have
also written to the Sporting Camp proprietors on the western part of this Trail. We find that it is
about two years from the time when Guidebooks and maps get out until the use of the new trail
really commences. This makes it very necessary for us to get out the supplementary material this
fall.
10. We need as many photographs as we can obtain. Gordon Hunt, one of the Foremen at the
C.C.C. Camp, is going to keep watch on the pictures taken and arrange to have the negatives
forwarded to us so that we can have prints made.
11. You will recall that the section from Me. Highway 4 to the Houghton-Oquossoc Road had
been held in abeyance, pending the construction of the Houghton truck trail which is worked on
only in the winter. It seemed to me highly desirable to get this section attended to and, as the
road construction was far enough along, so that after three miles the highway diverged from the
old trail route, we painted the trail almost to the Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to. Gordon Hunt is
going in from the other end and complete this work. This means that this section is now marked
and usable for hiking. If, when the road is advanced two or three miles, there is any further
interference around Sabbath Day Pond, this can be taken care of then. It seemed very inadvisable,
however, to let this section stay unmarked pending the ultimate construction of the road. Of
course, we want to use as little of the road as possible; we use three miles now. The old trail is
very satisfactory, except that there are a tremendous number of blow-downs. It goes through a
section of very large spruce and fir, many of which are dead. There is no possibility, of course, of
having this clearing done at the present time, but it seemed to me that Mr. Viles could have the
trail cleared during the late fall when the road work on the Houghton truck trail is resumed. It
would only mean that the workers would be two or three miles from the Camp, At the present
time, due to our painting, it is well enough marked for hikers to get through but should be cleared
during the winter and I presume that Mr. Viles will put it on his schedule for that time.
12. There seems to be a possibility of trouble with porcupines in shelters in this section. I know
that the Appalachian Mountain Club has experienced a great deal of trouble with their shelters in
the Mahoosuc Range and they bother people quite a lot at night. I understand that Mr. Stubbs has
furnished some creosote paint for the shelters at the Horns Pond. It will be very interesting to see
if this renders then immune from porcupine damage. If it does, we should paint the others. These
animals are a very real problem in connection with shelters. Incidentally. while we killed a
porcupine in the Sabbath Day Pond shelter--due to the fact that someone camping there had left
half a loaf of bread out--I am glad to say that the structure had not been damaged, which is a
good indication; incidentally, this shelter on the shore of Sabbath Day Pond is an ideal location.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1936 – Compiled by David Field – Page

208

13. I have made a list of the various signs and those that needed to be put up immediately have
been made and sent in for that purpose. We will get the other signs made during the winter and
can arrange to have them put up.
14. Thanks to the arrangements which Mr. Viles made and the willingness of Foreman Gordon
Hunt to help in every possible way, I was able to cover all of the completed work. I hope to be
able to make the swing around the Arnold Trail at a later time in order to get the measurements
for this.
15. I have been trying to find out through Greene just what relocation Stacey is making in
connection with the Moxie Bald problem. I understand that he still has to go back to make the
change on White Cap. This is a small job and in view of the fact that the marked route now
differs from the Guidebook, I had hoped that they would be able to attend to this earlier this
spring. I imagine that the east slope of Pleasant Pond Mountain, which was very much
overgrown two years ago, will require some work. I have asked Mr. Sterling about this.
16. If Mr. Winter’s crew goes over the marking again of the sections as originally planned and if
Mr. McLaughlin has the over-marking attended to on Little Bigelow and the Bigelow Range
Trails, I feel that these sections can be classed A-l. In any event, the improvement over last year
is very striking and once again I want to say that I was very pleased and delighted with what I
saw and the interest and care being exercised in the work.
Miss Marion Park, who is acting as Assistant Secretary of the Trail Conference, reports that she
has filled orders for thirty copies of the Maine Guide which can be traced directly to Mr. Flynt’s
article in the Sunday Telegram. This is a very concrete bit of evidence of the value of the
publicity and should be very encouraging to Mr. Flynt. It certainly is most gratifying to us and I
imagine that this number of orders by no means represents the influence of this article.
Greene writes very enthusiastically of the route which you selected to Rainbow Lake. He says it
has a fine view and it solves the ferry problem.
Copy : Greene, Sawyer, Flynt, Stubbs, Taylor, Warner, Viles, Heermance, Comey, Anderson,
Schuetz
August 4, 1936. Myron Avery to Howard A. Keyo, Editor, The Rangeley Record
Dear Mr. Keyo:
I noticed when I was in western Maine to measure the section of Trail recently completed by the
C.C.C., that the July 24th issue of The Rangeley Record carried a note on the Trail work which
had been done by the Rangeley Camp. Appreciating your interest in this Trail construction, we
have sent to you, under separate cover, some of the literature relating to the Appalachian Trail
project. I am enclosing herewith a reprint of a note which appeared in Appalachia, the journal of
the Appalachian Mountain Club, summarizing the developments in western Maine.
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I was very much pleased with the Trail construction which has been accomplished this year. This
work extends from the Andover-South Arm Road to Grafton Notch and also a part of the Arnold
Trail route on Little Bigelow. Four lean-tos have been built this year in addition to the three
constructed last year. In about three weeks the only uncompleted section on the entire Trail will
be the link between Mt. Saddleback and Sugarloaf where the two crews are to commence work
in the very near future.
We appreciate your interest in publicizing the Trail, which is a unique recreational asset to the
State of Maine and shall be very glad to supply you with additional material.
August 4, 1936. Myron Avery to Gordon Hunt, Foreman, Rangeley C.C.C. Camp
Dear Gordon:
I am writing you to let you know how the matters stand in connection with the trail between
Maine Highway 4 and the Houghton-Oquossoc Road, as there are a number of matters that were
to be attended to before you went in there to complete this work. Trail markers and nails have
been sent to Superintendent Viles and you can tell him that more will be forwarded for the
Saddleback-Rangeley section as soon as they are made. Three board signs are being mailed to
you. One goes up at the lean-to, one on the cross-trail between Round Pond and Packard’s
Camps (not on the cut-off nearer the Houghton-Oquossoc Road leading to Packard’s Camps), the
other goes up on the Houghton-Oquossoc Road where you put up the sign. The sign for Me.
Highway 4 will be made later.
I think you have in mind the additional jobs which need to be done. A.T. markers to be put up
over the entire section; I would say you might use about ten to the mile, that is, five in each
direction. The third of a mile on the south shore of Sabbath Day Pond is to be taken out by black
paint, as are most of the blazes from the Houghton-Oquossoc Road to the lean-to. From this road
to the Swift River tote road new white paint blazes are needed and from the tote road to the
highway only requires metal markers. Numerals six to eight have to be painted in. They are
indicated on the tree.
You probably have all these matters in mind but I thought it might help to have me list them as,
since this section is so difficult of access, we want to make one job clean up all of the work.
I certainly enjoyed the time that I spent with you and I am counting on seeing you again in the
fall. Keep me informed and let me know of anything I can do. We have sent a copy of the
Guidebook to you.
August 4, 1936. Myron Avery to Alfred Mullikin, Maine State Planning Board
Dear Mr. Mullikin:
I received your letter of July 22, 1936, at Boston. I appreciate very much your courtesy in writing
me to ask for my suggestions. Unfortunately, my trip in Maine did not extend east far enough to
give me an opportunity to see you in Augusta, as you suggested.
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I am afraid that my activity of late and my interest in the State have become so intensified and
localized in my connection with the Appalachian Trail project that I am hardly able to approach
the problem with the breadth of view of those connected with the Maine State Planning Board.
Mr. Flynt is, of course, thoroughly familiar with our problems and no doubt has advised you of
our efforts to have the Maine Development Commission and the State authorities give more
recognition to the Trail project. You are, undoubtedly, familiar with the Bulletins which the State
of Vermont has printed in connection with the Long Trail in that State. As far as the lakes, woods,
and mountains of the State are concerned, it was our feeling that, instead of generalized,
indefinite references to the State wilderness attractions, it would be better economy and far more
effective to concentrate on the features found along the Trail which is a marked, publicized and
maintained route, developed by the C.C.C. at very considerable expense. Through Mr. Flynt’s
connection and your own interest, I am sure that on maps and literature of the Maine State
Planning Board, this recreational asset to the State will be emphasized in every proper way.
You will appreciate from the foregoing that by reason of my particular activity, my suggestions
are decidedly limited. We do feel, however, that the literature distributed by the State could be
overhauled and placed on a more efficient basis. With all the emphasis being placed at the
present time upon the possibility of making Katahdin a National Park, I understand that the
Development Commission has discontinued the booklet on Katahdin which it formerly had
available; the result will be no literature available for this feature.
August 4, 1936. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Flynt:
Your letter of July 22, 1936, was sent to me at Boston. I enclose copy of letter which I have
written to Mr. Mullikin. I hardly think that it will accomplish anything, but Mullikin’s letter to
me was rather difficult to answer.
I did not receive any call from the Boston Transcript and had no opportunity to press the matter
with them. As I wrote you, Mr. Edgar L. Mills has written a great many Appalachian Trail
stories and is thoroughly familiar with the background. A copy of my letter to Ross will
familiarize you with the status of the Katahdin Park situation as I know it. It seems to me that the
greatest possibility lies in Federal ownership and supervision. I understand that Mr. Ross thought
he should have about $10.00 an acre for his land.
The many copies of my letters which I am forwarding to you will give you a very complete
picture of the Trail situation in western Maine. On my return, I tried to work out some way of
getting to Augusta but it was impossible for me to do so. My suggestion would be that when the
work is finished on Baldpate and the additional shelter is done, that you could use this material
for your next story, the theme being that it is all completed except between Sugarloaf and
Saddleback where the two crews are working.
I have sent to you today a carbon copy of The Silver Aisle. I have only one carbon now and in
view of my notations, 1 am wondering if by chance you do not have a carbon. Your plans for
publicity by running the story of Katahdin and the Appalachian story sound extremely good. You
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are certainly making a very considerable contribution to our work and it is all reflected in the
inquiries we receive here and the sale for the Guidebook. If it is your plan to abbreviate The
Silver Aisle and have it appear under my name, I think it would be prudent to give me an
opportunity to check over the manuscript in order to avoid any errors.
I will have to be in Jacksonville very soon and there is a strong probability that I may have to go
to the West Coast, which will delay my next visit to Maine until the fall. For this reason it might
be well for you to proceed with The Silver Aisle matter at once. I am glad to have you hold onto
the pictures as you find that you can use them.
I want you to know that we are all very appreciative of your publicity work and fully understand
how much help it is to us. If it were possible to have The Silver Aisle run in toto, with most of
the photographs, and reprints made available for us, it would solve our publicity problem. I am
sure that you have this in mind and that if it can be done, you will do so.
I have sent to you from time to time and am sending another package of photos of the Trail in
Maine. These represent a rather complete collection of photos for publicity purposes—apart
from the special photos accompanying The Silver Aisle, and I wish you would take pains to keep
them together and have them returned to you when they are used. In time I will want to get back
the entire collection so that we can use it for other purposes. You will appreciate that it is
difficult to keep these collections intact.
August 4, 1936. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
I am enclosing copy of a letter which I have written to Mr. Sewell which will familiarize you
with recent developments in western Maine.
I am also writing to tell you that the following lean-tos should be added to the list of public
campsites:
Squirrel Rock Lean-to - 3 miles west on the Trail from the Andover-South Arm road.
Frye Brook Lean-to — .28 m. west on trail from Andover-B Hill Road.
Another lean-to is to be constructed in Grafton Notch by the crew working under G. H. Winter
and two lean-tos at The Homs Pond.
If I remember our correspondence of last winter correctly, you were going to arrange to have the
public campsite signs sent to the C.C.C. Camps or else put up by your fire wardens. Those which
I saw this year did not have the signs and I thought it would be a very good thing for me to
remind you of it, as I feel it would be very desirable for us to get these signs put up as soon as
possible.
I will be glad to know what you think can be done in the matter.
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We are certainly making splendid progress with the Trail and within a short time the crews
should be working on the route which you outlined between Mt. Sugarloaf and Saddleback. Then,
with the exception of the Maine Development Commission, we will be over all of our obstacles.
I hope that you will be in a position to have these signs put up so as to conclude the public
campsite aspect of these lean-tos.
August 5, 1936. Myron Avery to Mrs. Elsie B. Graves, South Arm Post Office, Andover,
Maine
Dear Mrs. Graves:
You will undoubtedly recall receiving last spring a copy of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine. At that time the Trail had not been finished in the sections adjacent to your camps. This
year, however, through the work of the Rangeley C.C.C. Camp, the Trail has been finished from
Grafton Notch to Saddleback Mountain and marked by white paint blazes. In our Guidebook, as
you will have noticed, we have made reference to all available accommodations along the route.
Your camps lie north on the highway about three miles from the end of a trail section. From
Katahdin west across Maine, we have been able to find accommodations practically at the end of
each day's journey and your camps fit in to this chain.
We find from experience that it is a matter of a year or two after the Guidebooks are issued and
maps available before the hikers will start making use to any extent of this route. I would
appreciate your letting me know if you received the copy of the Guidebook and if the listing of
your camps is correct and satisfactory to you.
How many people can be accommodated at your camps? This information would be very helpful
matter to include in the Guidebook.
August 5, 1936. Myron Avery to Frank Savage, Bemis, Maine
Dear Mr. Savage:
You will undoubtedly recall receiving last spring a copy of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine. At that time the Trail had not been finished in the sections adjacent to your camps. This
year, through the work of the Rangeley C.C.C. Camp, the Trail has been finished from Grafton
Notch to Saddleback Mountain and marked by white paint blazes. In our Guidebook, as you will
have noticed, we have made reference to all available accommodations along the route. Your
camps lie north on the highway about three miles from the end of a trail section. From Katahdin
west across Maine, we have been able to find accommodations practically at the end of each
day’s journey and your camps fit in to this chain.
We find from experience that it is a matter of a year or two after the Guidebooks are issued and
maps available before the hikers will start making use to any extent of this route. I would
appreciate your letting me know if you received the copy of the Guidebook and if the listing of
your camps is correct and satisfactory to you.
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If you could bear in mind to let me know when the road is completed to your camps at Bemis
and if you have a chance to get the distance from the Trail crossing, by automobile speedometer,
to your camps, it would be very helpful to insert in your guidebook.
How many people can be accommodated at your camps? This information would be very helpful
matter to include in the Guidebook.
August 5, 1936. Myron Avery to George Learned, Andover, Maine
Dear Mr. Learned:
I had a rather unexpected opportunity to get to western Maine and I measured the Trail from
Grafton Notch to Me. Highway 4. If you have been to your camp, you will have found a note
which I left there.
We shall have made during the winter board signs for all of the important intersections and turns
on the trail, including two signs to go up at your camp. As you have previously offered to help in
any way on the trail, we shall be delighted to take advantage of your offer and send you the signs
when they are finished, together with directions for putting them up.
In writing up the description for the Guidebook, I have stated that your camps on C Pond are not
always open and that advance arrangements should be made in writing by hikers who wish to
stop there. Will you let me know how many people you can accommodate? I imagine it will be a
couple of years or so before many people commence to use this section, as it takes some time for
the publicity and maps to get around and stir up interest.
I hope that the next time I am through there, I will have an opportunity to see you.
August 5, 1936. Myron Avery to Ray Viles, Superintendent, Rangeley C.C.C. Camp
Dear Mr. Viles:
I am extremely sorry to have missed you while I was at Rangeley and I hope that you have
recovered from your illness. However, the arrangements which you made certainly took care of
everything. Thanks to Gordon Hunt’s willingness to do anything which would help with the
work, I was able to get everything done which I had in mind. He is a very fine chap and I
certainly enjoyed the time I spent in his company.
I cannot tell you how pleased I am with the work. The selection of the route throughout is
excellent and the improvement over Mr. Reed’s location which has been made adds a good deal
to the Trail. Best of all has been the real improvement in the marking. To my mind this is the
most important part of the Trail construction and after our experience last year, I was delighted
to see how intelligently the work has gone forward and how well it has been done.
I think it is particularly important to make sure that Mr. Winter has the repainting done on the
two sections west of the Andover-South Arm Road and that Mr. McLaughlin has the over-
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marking attended to on the Little Bigelow and Bigelow Range Trails. This work is just the
difference between a perfect and an imperfect job and I hope you can bear in mind that this is not
forgotten through some oversight.
I hope that my visits to the camp were of some help in meeting some of the problems involved. I
have written Mr. Sewall in detail, as he will be very anxious to know my reactions.
August 5, 1936. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College Outing Club
Dear Sawyer:
1 am enclosing a draft of the trail data between the Andover-B Hill Road and Maine highway 5. I
had thought that by reason of your familiarity with the locality, you might have some correction.
The change of route to go over the end of Spruce Mountain adds an outstanding viewpoint in
both directions. The foreman of the C.C.C. Camp thought that this was Surplus Mountain but the
map correction which you made indicates it as Spruce.
This area will certainly present a constant problem in trail maintenance through the cut-over
section, particularly from Learned's Camp to the highway. It would seem to me that this section
in itself would be ample to occupy the energy of the Bates Club, apart from the C Pond Bluff
Trail. If the C.C.C. continue in existence and can work over it each year it will greatly facilitate
matters; otherwise maintenance here will be a very serious problem. You will be interested to
know that I took the wheel to the top of the C Pond Bluff Trail and that it is just 150 feet over a
mile. It represents very considerable climbing but the route is very well located and the view
very spectacular. I consider it a decided addition to the Trail. I have only one suggestion in this
connection. Some of the blazes are unconscionably large and wide. From an aesthetic sense,
when the next trail party goes there, it would be very desirable to give them a can of black paint
so that they could apply a reducing diet to a few of the oversized blazes and bring them down to
5 x 2 inches.
1 am sorry that I missed you in Lewiston.
August 5, 1936. Myron Avery to The Editor, Long Trail News, Rutland, Vermont
Dear Sir:
It seems to me that it would be of interest to note briefly in the next issue of the Long Trail News
the progress made on the Trail in western Maine because of its continuity to the White
Mountains. I am suggesting the following:
PROGRESS ON APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
As a result of the work of the Rangeley C.C.C. Camp, the Appalachian Trail in Maine has
been extended this summer from Grafton Notch east to Mt. Saddleback. Six lean-tos have
been built on this section of the Trail; these are public campsites which are exempt from
the operation of the Maine Guide Law. The Arnold Trail, affording an alternate route via
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the Carry Ponds from the Kennebec River to Mt. Bigelow, has also been completed; two
lean-tos in addition to that at Bigelow Col have been built at The Horns Pond. Work has
been begun on the remaining uncompleted section in Maine--the twenty miles of difficult
trail between Mt. Sugarloaf and Saddleback.
August 5, 1936. Myron Avery to Charles H. Warner, Fall River, Mass.
Dear Charlie:
Ron will tell you how we have drafted our two faithful members of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club to replace the signs on Katahdin in the event that my plans develop so that I am unable to
be there. As Robar said when he was supposed to have carried the cook stove over Traveler, “It
is'nt the heft of the thing, but the damned awkwardness”, and you can be sure that I am not going
to risk showing up on Katahdin the day after I send the signs on to you fellows. It will probably
be necessary to get a new post and sink it well in a cairn. Mr. Schmeckebier thought that the
blank board which he has provided for the inscription hounds should go up in another cairn near
by, as we would not want to put this on the same post with the official “first sign”.
You will probably be interested in how we are coming along with the selling of the Guidebook,
and I am enclosing a “financial statement”.
Our main source of revenue is selling prints to the Portland Press Herald and it occurred to me
that it would be worthwhile to ask you and Ron If you had pictures which you thought would be
suitable in this connection. They require rather sharp prints and are interested in scenery, not
people. As the paper will pay the Club fifty cents each for these photographs, I thought it
worthwhile to see what we could do in this connection.
I am sending you copy of a letter which I have written to Mr. Sewall which will explain how the
situation stands in western Maine.
August 5, 1936. Myron Avery to Miss Agnes Dresser, Maine Publicity Bureau
Dear Miss Dresser:
Misfortune seems to dog our footsteps in attempting to straighten out this matter of the exhibit of
photographs for the Guidebook display. I finally ascertained that by oversight the photographs
which were to be originally forwarded to you had been retained at Amherst, together with a very
large map of the Trail route. When these were forwarded, by mistake they were sent to the Maine
Development Commission at Augusta. I have written to Mr. Greaton to ask him to forward them
to you. The map is far too large for use but I am endeavoring to have it photographed so that you
can use it with the other pictures. If you do not receive these photographs from Mr. Greaton
within a few days, I will consider it a favor if you will notify me.
Mr. Greene is extremely anxious to have me inquire from you if you will be able to make
arrangements for this exhibit when you move your headquarters.
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I assume that you have had your sign made with respect to the purchasing of the Guidebooks, as
yon indicated is your last letter. I was in Portland recently but after the closing of your office
hours, so I did not have an opportunity to call.
We regret the unfortunate situation with respect to the photographs and once again we wish to
thank you for your cooperation in publicizing the Trail in Maine.
August 5, 1936. Myron Avery to Maine Highway Commission, Augusta, Maine
Gentlemen:
You may recall that approximately a year ago I had some correspondence with your engineers in
connection with a highway map of the State of Maine. At that time I forwarded to you a sketch
map showing the route of the Trail and it was our understanding that this Trail would he plotted
on the next issue of the highway map. I understand that while the map has been revised, that no
new issue has appeared so that you would not, as yet, have had an opportunity to put this
arrangement into effect.
Subsequent to my forwarding this sketch to you, we have made some material relocations of the
Trail and I thought it advisable to bring this natter to your attention, with the suggestion that you
return the sketch to me so that I may correct it.
I assume that you will have the sketch readily available together with other corrections for this
map, so that it will be possible to return it to me. To avoid any possible confusion, I had thought
it better to correct the sketch which I sent to you rather than to attempt to prepare another, as the
copies might become mixed.
I trust that you will be able to locate my correspondence in this connection.
Copy to Greene, Flynt, Sewall
August 5, 1936. Myron Avery to Messrs. Prentiss and Carlisle, Bangor, Maine
Gentlemen:
At the beginning of the year when we issued our second edition of Guide to the Appalachian
Trail In Maine, we sent a copy to you, together with an extra set of maps, with the thought that
you would wish to have them available. You will recall that your Company has cooperated very
extensively in publicizing the Appalachian Trail by indicating the route of the Trail on your
county maps. We are making a relocation at Rainbow Lake, Moxie Bald, and west of the
Kennebec River. I presume that you have not as yet taken any steps in preparing your map of
Oxford County. If you have under way any revisions of the county maps in the region through
which the Trail passes, I would suggest that it would be advisable to forward to me the county
map so that I might correct it and return it to you.
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At the present time the Trail is practically finished except between Sugarloaf and Saddleback and
we are most anxious to have the route of the Trail correctly indicated on your maps.
We shall continue to send you from time to time publications which we issue which will be of
interest to you in connection with the Trail in Maine.
Copy to Greene, Flynt, Sewall
August 5, 1936. Myron Avery to Paul R. Jenks, Flushing, New York
Dear Mr. Jenks:
I happened to be in Grafton Notch last week, measuring the recently completed addition to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine west from the Andover-South Arm Road. This is a locality which is
perhaps infrequently visited by A.M.C. work parties and you will be interested to have me report
that your sign at Grafton Notch is in good condition and well fastened. However, it parallels the
road and I had thought that perhaps you had meant it to be parallel with the Trail. If this is the
case, the fire warden, Dan Wight, North Newry, Maine, would be very glad, I am sure, to make
the required adjustment.
I believe that you will recall that some time ago we had an exchange of correspondence with
reference to the value of indicating on your sign the designation of the Appalachian Trail. As this
route is that of the chain on which the huts are located and is the major means of travel apart
from indicating the through Trail, this notation is of value to hikers in determining their route, as
they might more readily have in mind that they were following the Appalachian Trail along the
chain of huts rather than knowing the particular section involved. You will have noticed that in
the last Guidebook the Council of Topography followed out this same system with respect to the
new maps.
Seeing the sign in Grafton Notch brought the matter to my attention and 1 thought it would be
worthwhile to mention it to you again, although I assume that wherever it is feasible to do so,
you will place the symbol on the sign, probably in the pointed area.
I am sending a carbon of this letter to Mr. Heermance, Chairman of the New England Trail
Conference.
I recently had the opportunity to take lunch with Mr. Blood at Boston and we discussed matters
of mutual interest, particularly in connection with the Mahoosuc Range, as our Trail system joins
the A.M.C. at that point.
Copy to Mr. Heermance
August 5, 1936. George H. Winter, Grafton Notch, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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I’m writing you just a line to give you some idea of the change I made in the trail, also to let you
know that we have a shelter in the process of construction and that a short blue trail will take you
to the table rock that “Dan Wight” wrote you about.
I came down from the summit of the South or West peak of Saddleback [aka Baldpate] via the
old trail about one mile, thence due west toward the highway. I sort of slabbed the north side of
the two peaks between Saddleback and the highway and struck no steep travel until I started
down for the road.
After getting down over the steepest part of the ridge I struck old hauling roads which I followed
until I came to a brook about a quarter of a mile from the highway. Following down the brook,
the bed of which is just a series of steep ledges, I found an ideal spot for a shelter at the foot of
the ridge. This spot cannot be seen from the highway though it is only about two hundred yards.
This new trail hits the highway exactly ½ mile measured by truck north of the lookout trail to
Old Speck
At the back of Dan Wight’s Table Rock, which is aptly named, there is a yellow section line
running nearly N and S which crosses our trail on the logging road a short distance east of the
shelter. This can easily be made a blue trail and I doubt if the distance is greater than three
quarters of a mile. There is a very nice view from the rock looking west and south. It resembles
the view from an airplane more than any I’ve ever seen, but it is somewhat restrained because of
the height of the surrounding mountains.
As soon as the trail is finished I’ll measure and map it and sent the data to you.
I’m just sending this to give you some idea of the way we changed it, etc.
I’ll try and give you an idea of the new section on Dan Wight’s map.
P.S. I came down off the West Peak of Baldpate until I struck the first brook, which you
probably remember, left the old trail there and came down west.
August 6, 1936. Myron Avery to Packard’s Camp, Long Pond, P. O. South Rangeley, Me.
Gentlemen:
You will undoubtedly recall receiving last spring a copy of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine. At that time the Trail had not been finished in the sections adjacent to your camps. This
year, through the work of the Rangeley C.C.C. Camp, the Trail has been finished from Grafton
Notch to Saddleback Mountain and marked by white paint blazes. In our Guidebook, as you will
have noticed, we have made reference to all available accommodations along the route. From
Katahdin west across Maine, we have been able to find accommodations practically at the end of
each day’s journey and your camps fit in to this chain.
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In connection with your camp, we have stated that the camp is not always open and that advance
written arrangements should be made with you to insure accommodations. When I went through
this section, measuring the Trail, I noticed two camps. I presume that the one on the point also
belongs to you.
We find from experience that it is a matter of a year or two after the Guidebooks are issued and
maps available before the hikers will start making use to any extent of this route. I would
appreciate your letting me know if you received the copy of the Guidebook and if the listing of
your camps is correct and satisfactory to you.
Will you let me know how many people your camps will accommodate so that we may indicate
this in the Guidebook?
August 8, 1936. Ron Gower to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:Thank you for sending me the picture of the Klondike Pass. Shall I return it, or do you wish me
to add it to my collection of Katahdiniana. Thank you also for sending Mahar’s letter which I
enclose herewith. It is interesting to note how swiftly the automobile is encroaching upon this
area.
I enclose four maps as per your request. I am also sending Mahar a 1936 Supplement to the
Katahdin Guide, with the request that he keep me posted on developments in that country. Just as
sure as you’re a foot high, I’m going up in that neck of the woods before another year has rolled
by.
The Katahdin excursion is coming along nobly—almost too much so. We now number 31 and I
have put the bars up (for the fifth time!). We also have a respectable waiting list and the
beginning of a second section. We expect to have quite a rockclimbing group in our trip with
Hank Childs doing the honors. The menu is giving me considerable of a headache right now, not
to mention the packing in etc.
Following are the mileages as I recorded them along the Sourdnahunk tote road.
Millinocket R. R. depot
Given’s
Grant Brook Camp
Forks (Pitman’s Garage)
Abol Pond Outlet
Abol Lumber Camps

0 miles
8.3
10.7
15.4
19.1
19.6

Abol Trail
Abol Cut-off
Katahdin State C’pgr’d
York’s Auto Road
Foster’s Clearing
Sourdnahunk (GNP Road)

21.2
22.4
24.5
26.8
27.0
36.3

Had lunch with Charlie Warner (the truant) the other day after his return from points north and
south. He expressed regret and not having been on hand upon the occasion of your last visit.
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What part of T3 R10 are the Northern cutting and how are they driving it out? I suppose down
Sourdnahunk Stream.
8/12/36 (Got interrupted at this point and am just now resuming)
Charlie and I are thinking some of running a private party up to the Ledge House at Dead River
in October, perhaps over the 12th to do the Little Bigelow Trail. Will it be marked by then, or is
it marked already? Guess perhaps we can find our way whether or no. As I recall it there is
considerable hard wood in that region which should give some nice snappy coloring at that time.
Then too, it is particularly agreeable to be in the Maine woods at that time of year, especially for
an old hunter who never will get cured of the necessity of getting out and roaming about in
October, when the nip is in the air and woods smell like rare old wine.
Are you really going to make an attempt to see us at Basin Pond or farther along the line? Have
invited Baxter to spend a couple of days with us at Basin. He has not replied as yet.
August 12, 1936. W. H. Sawyer to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
Your letter of the fifth at hand. I have read the data regarding the Andover section of the A.T.
with much interest. It seems to me that the detour to Spruce Mt. should add much to the interest
of the trail. I could note no corrections except, possibly, in the spelling of two words: the word
Saple is a corruption common among Maine trappers of the word Sable, an animal of the mink
family, which is a tree dweller and found restricted, and rather rarely, to mountain tops.
Although this mountain has always, been known as, “Saple”, I wonder if it should be given the
correct spelling? My other question relates to Mettalak ; has this finally been accepted as the
correct spelling for this word?
I am forwarding the trail data today to George Learned as you requested.
I think you are probably right that the B.O.C. will have their hands full with the Andover section
of the trail; if they could manage to do it I should also like to have them maintain the trail up
Saddle Back Mountain because I think they would have the stimulus of a very excellent climb in
connection with their work. Perhaps they could split the work between two or three different
parties working simultaneously on different sections.
{Copy Greene, Sawyer, Flynt [Not clear why he copied a letter from Sawyer to Sawyer!}
August 12, 1936. Alfred Mullikin, Maine State Planning Board, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your letter of August 4th calling my attention to your activities in connection with
the Appalachian Trail Project. I am interested in your suggestion that the literature distributed by
the State could be overhauled and placed on a more efficient basis. This is a matter which we
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have felt was under the jurisdiction of the Maine Development Commission, however, many of
our recreation data promote a background for this work and even some of our articles are
seemingly worthwhile.
It may interest you to know that in a letter I received, I have been informed that Ex-Governor
Baxter states that upon his suggestion the local W.P.A. is sending sixteen men to Chimney Pond
at the base of Mount Katahdin to build a few shelters. I have also been informed that the Boston
office of the National Park Service states that the side-camp has been approved and is going in at
the earliest possible date so that it will be possible to work at this point.
I am sure Mr. Comey, with whom I associate in state planning matters, will be pleased to learn of
your activities upon his return on August 12th, from his month and a half vacation in Montana
and the west. It is unfortunate that a forest fire has been burning furiously in the Katahdin area
since Monday, which is attributed to the carelessness of blueberry pickers. These fires are under
control but have burned more than 10 acres, the largest of which was on the east shore of
Amajejus Lake. Other fires were in the vicinity of Togue Pond, Millinocket Lake, the Bert Rush
farm, Gilbert’s Mills and Stone Dam.
August 12, 1936. Myron Avery to Miss Agnes E. Dresser, Maine Publicity Bureau
Dear Miss Dresser:
I have forwarded your letter of August 10th to Mr. Greene, as I know that he will be very much
interested in what you have written.
Our thought was that you would probably wish to use a few of the photographs after removing
the mount under the glass, in the same locality as the maps that were exhibited. If you have not
returned the photographs which you do not use by the time this letter arrives, will you have them
sent to Miss Vivian Robb, Custodian, Photographic Collection, Appalachian Trail Conference,
1770 Kilbourne Place N.W., Washington, D.C.
We appreciate your having the sign made for the Guides.
cc Greene
August 12, 1936. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Jim:
I have your letter of August 10th and appreciate what you have written to Viles. Things certainly
seem to be going very well.
The reason, as you will understand, for my views about Grafton Notch to the New Hampshire
Line, is my anxiety to have the Saddleback-Sugarloaf section finished. There are so many things
which can happen and it seemed to me prudent to do this essential link before floods, fires,
political changes, etc. make the situation very uncertain. In order to get out a supplement or new
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edition of the Maine Guide, which will be necessary if the present rate of sale continues (we have
only 150 copies left), it will be absolutely necessary that I get over this section and measure it in
order to have the data. I have a case for trial at Boston on September 23rd, and I hope the work
will he far enough along so that I can do it then. I told Winter and McLaughlin about this
contingency. My plans, however, are uncertain by reason of a possible trip to the west coast, so I
do not know when I will be in Maine on my regular vacation. I have to go to Jacksonville within
the next week or so.
I would like to suggest that, inasmuch as the Trail from Grafton Notch to the Maine-New
Hampshire Line is under the jurisdiction of the Appalachian Mountain Club, it would be
desirable for you to write to the man who is in charge of this work, and tell him of the situation,
so that they may be advised of the work. His address is Charles W. Blood, Chairman, Hut and
Trail Extension Committee, Appalachian Mountain Club, Barristers Hall, Boston, Massachusetts.
cc Greene
August 12, 1936. Myron Avery to Lucius D. Barrows, Chief Engineer, Maine Highway
Commission, August, Maine
Dear Mr. Barrows:
I have your letter of August 10, 1936, and the enclosed highway map. The developments which I
wished to correct were subsequent to the letter of June 10th from Mr. Watson. The map as
corrected, which I am enclosing, may be regarded as permanent.
Apparently you were unable to locate the print which I previously corrected. I am hoping that it
will not turn up later so as to cause any confusion with the later corrections.
We shall look forward with much interest to the appearance of the Trail on the new map, which I
trust will be next year.
cc Greene
August 13, 1936. Gordon Hunt, Foreman, Rangeley C.C.C. Camp, to Myron Avery
DEAR MR. AVERY:
I AM WRITING TO TELL YOU THAT I HAVE PUT UP THE SIGNS ON THE SECTION OF
TRAIL GOING FROM SANDY RIVER PONDS TO THE SADDLEBACK FIRE TOWER.
YOU WILL REMEMBER THESE WERE TO GO AT THE PIAZZA ROCK SHELTER AND
AT THE SIDE TRAIL TO THE CAVES A SHORT DISTANCE ABOVE PIAZZA ROCK.
INCIDENTALLY I WENT UP THIS TRAIL A CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE ABOVE
EDDY POND AND THE WHOLE TRAIL IS IN EXCELLENT CONDITION. THERE ARE
NO BLOWDOWNS AND THE TRAIL SHOWS THAT CONSIDERABLE TRAVEL HAS
PASSED OVER IT THIS SUMMER.
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THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR THE COPY OF THE TRAIL GUIDE WHICH WAS
RECEIVED A SHORT TIME AFTER YOU RETURNED TO WASHINGTON,
AND ALSO MANY THANKS FOR THE TRAIL MANUAL AND ACCOMPANYING
LITERATURE. IT HAS JUST BEEN RECEIVED AND I HAVE NOT YET HAD TIME TO
STUDY IT TO ANY EXTENT BUT WILL DO THIS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.
THE SIGNS FOR THE SABBATH DAY POND SECTION AND ELEPHANT MOUNTAIN
SHELTER HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BUT ARE NOT YET INSTALLED IN THEIR
RESPECTIVE POSITIONS. I WILL DO THIS AT MY EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY.
FOREMAN MCLAUGHLIN HAS COMPLETED THE SHELTERS AND TRAIL ON
BIGELOW AND HAS MOVED TO BIGELOW VILLAGE, AND IS NOW A SHORT
DISTANCE UPON SUGARLOAF. HE STARTED THIS SECTION AS OF AUG. 10.
FOREMAN WINTERS IS STILL WORKING ON THE SHELTER AT OLD SPEC BUT WILL
BE FINISHED SOON.
I HAVE BEEN KEEPING WATCH OF THE PHOTOS BUT SO FAR NONE OF ESPECIAL
INTEREST HAVE SHOWN UP, THERE SHOULD BE SOME GOOD ONES COME OF THE
SUGARLOAF-SADDLEBACK SECTION AND WILL FORWARD SAME TO YOU.
ON BEHALF OF THE BOYS WHO WERE WITH YOU I WISH TO EXTEND THEIR
THANKS FOR THE SUPPER WHICH YOU BOUGHT THEM, THEY CERTAINLY DID
ENJOY IT, WE ARE ALL LOOKING FORWARD TO HAVING YOU WITH US AGAIN
THIS FALL.
{Sewall, Greene, Flynt, Sawyer}
August 13, 1936. Everett F. Greaton, Maine Development Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
The booklet Climbing Mount Katahdin which you wrote is now out of circulation. We are
planning to issue a mountain booklet for Maine and parts of the Katahdin booklet will be used in
the new mountain booklet.
We have addressed many inquiries to the Trail Conference at Washington, and also have called
attention to your Club booklet on the Appalachian Club in Maine.
The pictures sent in have been turned over to the Maine Publicity Bureau.
{Sewall, Greene, Flynt, Sawyer}
August 13, 1936. Myron Avery to Ronald Gower
Dear Ron:
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I appreciate a busy man writing me at length as you did on August 8th. The picture of the
Klondike Pass I thought very unusual and that you would want to have it because of its
geographic value. I am returning the map with Mahar's correction made.
My own situation is still very uncertain and I do not know when and if I will get to Maine. So I
have made bold to send the signs to Charlie Warner. Mahar's corrections show G. N. P.
operations.
All of the trail route between Saddleback and Bigelow will be finished by October.
It is 5.1 m. from the Ledge House to where the white blazed Arnold Trail joins the old route just
above the Cascades on Safford Brook. If I am able to get the remainder of the Arnold Trail
measured by that time, I will send you the data.
Keep me posted as to how your plans develop. I shall do all that I can to see you and, in any
event, with best wishes for a successful trip, which I know you will have.
August 14, 1936. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Cranberry Experiment Station, East
Wareham, Mass.
Dear Sawyer:
I am very glad to have your letter of August 12th. I assumed that "Saple" was a corruption of the
word "Sable" and I used it because that is the way it appeared on your map. However, on further
thought, I think it preferable to change the map and the text to the word “Sable” and I shall do so
unless you think the other is preferable.
As to the section which the Bates Club will maintain, I appreciate the point of having Saddleback
Mountain included in its territory because of its exceptional interest. Naturally, we are glad to
have you take all that you will and our only thought was to keep from over-loading the Club.
Why not follow out your suggestion and take the two sections? I have not heard whether Prince
got in touch with Mr. Sewall, and I am wondering what we can do about the plan for interesting
the college clubs in the fall. This is a project in which Mr. Sewall is particularly interested. How
does the matter stand with the Bates Club? Do you expect to have the assumption of territory to
be cared for, brought up at some meeting of the Outing Club in the fall, and will you take further
steps to carry through the plan of the allocation of short sections to the other clubs? I mention
this now because I feel that Mr. Sewall is extremely interested in this and we should not let the
matter drop, each thinking that the next move is up to someone else.
I am sending a copy of this letter and a copy of your letter to Messrs. Greene, Sewall and Flynt.
The spelling "Mettallak" I took from the decisions of the Geographic Board "between July 1,
1934 and June 30, 1935". This reads as follows:
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"Metallak: brook. Oxford County, Maine; drains into the lower end of Upper Richardson
Lake from the southeast, in Tps. C. and 4, R. 1. (Not Metallic, Metalluck, nor Nettalock.)
Named for a well-known local Indian who died in 1847.
"Mettaluck: see Metallak."
I wrote the Board to ascertain the source of the decision, but receiving no reply, I did not follow
it up further. [This is a curious statement. See the detailed reply regarding this that was sent by
George Martin to Avery on March 6, 1936, which he apparently forgot.] There has been no
action on the name of the mountain, but from my trip west, I can see very plainly how Elephant
and Mettallak were similar in shape and appearance, except that Mettallak—the one nearest the
Lake—was much smaller. I judge that you agree that the nomenclature which I have used is
satisfactory.
I still have to tackle the problem of reversing this Trail data. This has to be done from memory
and is rather difficult and I may take the liberty of sending you a carbon of this, to catch any
breaks. I do not know yet when and how I will get to Maine.
cc Greene, Sewall, Flynt
August 14, 1936. Charles Warner to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:As I have been away from home much of the time for the last few weeks some of my
correspondence has not received the attention it should have had. For that my apologies are due.
I have your letter of August 5th and yesterday the bundle of signs arrived. I shall be glad to take
them along with us to Katahdin and Ron and I will see that they are properly placed.
Our present plans call for our leaving Boston Thursday afternoon, August 27th. We plan to stop
over night with a friend near Thomaston, Me., starting off again early the next morning. We
should reach Millinocket about noon and Basin Ponds later on in the afternoon.
We want to see that things are in shape to take care of the main party arriving Saturday afternoon.
Saturday morning we shall come out to Millinocket again to meet the "gang". I understand that
Ron now has thirty-one registrations. It looks like s.r.o. at some of the camp sites. Here's hoping
for good weather. If thirty-one people get caught at Klondike Pond in a storm, some of them will
not have a good time.
I am glad to see your report as to the situation in connection with the Maine Guide Book. It's the
sort of proposition that takes time to put over.
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As the Trail becomes better known it should be more and more used, or parts of it at any rate.
And of course the Guide Book is essential if considerable numbers of people are to be interested.
It looks OK to me.
I have been thinking it might be possible to organize a trip (next year perhaps) which would be
something of a combination. Going into Potter's by power boat and canoe and then three or four
days on the trail to Katahdin. I think that might interest some people who are not trail hounds but
who would like to see a bit of the wilderness.
Ron and I have talked a bit of going up to the Bigelow country in October and seeing what it
looks like over on Little Bigelow. It has looked rather interesting as seen from Bigelow. I note
what you say about pictures. I have been planning to look over my negatives and sort them out.
I have been fixing up my equipment somewhat and have lately made up a considerable number
of lantern slides and enlargements. These have for the most part been pictures taken in California
and Arizona but I have also tried out some of the Katahdin negatives. I have a budding ambition
to get together a collection of pictures of the “lesser known Katahdin”.- the North end of the Mt;
the ravines and basins on the West side, etc. I plan to take a couple of cameras with us on our
coming trip and we may be fortunate enough to get some interesting pictures. Out of what I have
and what I may get I will send you prints and you can make any use of them you care to.
The topographical map of the Mt. Washington region came duly to hand and I thank you for it.
I spent a night at Pinkham Notch Camp several weeks ago but did not go up onto the mountain.
Was sorry that I missed you when you were up in this neck of the woods. Shall hope for better
luck next time.
August 15, 1936. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I have your letter of the 12th Instant.
I was up Old Speck Mountain. It is a rotten hard trail and needlessly so. I told Winter to look out
a diversion trail following up the leading ridges to the north of the main height where good
panoramic views should be had, and a much easier ascent, although a longer one. The present
trail is not attractive from any point of view. I am writing Mr. Blood.
I also went over the Mt. Bigelow trail and over the mountain, and took pictures of the shelters at
the Horns Pond. Only minor criticisms developed. I think McLaughlin has done a good job,
I learned at Augusta yesterday that a detachment from the Camden Camp Is being sent to Mt.
Katahdin to finish the piece of road on the further end of their last years construction, and I think
also to make a parking ground at the terminus. I do not think that they have any authority to do
anything on the road between Windy Pitch and their camp which is 2 miles long. They are taking
up a gasoline shovel and a Caterpillar trail builder. I am offering my help and advice to the Camp
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Superintendent, but it is entirely unofficial and I have no authority. This is for your information
and I will write you more in detail after I have been up there.
August 17, 1936. Myron Avery to Robert Moore
Dear Mr. Moore:
As I recall, the last link in our chain of correspondence was your letter to me from California,
expressing your satisfaction with the Second Edition of the Maine Guidebook.
I have been informed that you are spending the summer again at Borestone and I thought it well
to inquire if, in view of the fact that your Bangor lessee, at whose request the sign on the
Borestone side trail had been removed, was no longer interested in the premises, if it would not
be in order for us to replace the sign which Mr. Greene has.
I doubt if I shall have the pleasure of seeing Borestone this year. Our Potomac Appalachian Trail
Club party last year considered the climb of Borestone one of the highlights of the trip.
cc Greene
August 18, 1936. Myron Avery to Gordon Hunt, Foreman, Rangeley C.C.C. Camp
Dear Gordon:
1 was very pleased indeed to receive your letter and I appreciate your keeping me informed of
developments. We are revising the Guidebook and I wanted to ask if you would look at the
description about the side trails at the Piazza Rock Lean-to, and tell me if they are marked with
blue paint and follow the route described in the guidebook, or what changes should be made to
have the description conform with the facts. It may be that this work of painting the side trails, in
keeping with Mr. Viles’ expectations, upon which I based the Guidebook notes have not been
carried out but that it will be done in the very near future, so as to make the Guidebook
description correct. It would be much easier for us if this is the situation which develops.
I hope to see you again in the fall.
August 18, 1936. Myron Avery to Emmonds Stacey, Supt. C.C.C. Camp, Greenville, Me.
Dear Mr. Stacey:
I understand that MacNeil is making a rather extensive relocation on Moxie Bald. I hope to get a
chance to measure that very soon when I am in Maine, and I am writing to ask if you would send
me complete information as to the status of the relocation. Will you tell me if any work was done
on the east side of the mountain and, if so, how far east. I am enclosing a map on which it would
help very much to have the exact relocation carefully plotted so we can correct our maps and
guidebook accordingly. This west side of Moxie Bald was a very real problem and I shall be
much interested to see what MacNeil was able to do.
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Has any work been done on the west side of Pleasant Pond Mountain? This certainly requires
attention. I understand that MacNeil is going up to Whitecap after he finishes the Moxie job, in
order to trim out the relocation. In doing so, he should be very careful to have all of the old white
paint blazes painted with black and the A.T. markers on the discarded route knocked off of the
trees. This also applies to the abandoned route on Moxie. The side trail to the tower will be blue.
There is a chance that I may be able to leave here in about 10 days and I hope you will find it
possible to let me have the story on this situation so that I can proceed accordingly. It would help
me to know where MacNeil expects to be about September 1st.
{Copy Greene}
August 21, 1936. Emmonds Stacy to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Your letter of August 18th received in regard to Appalachian Trail.
MacNeil made a short relocation on the West side of Bald Mt. I have marked in red on the Map.
The Trail is finished from Blanchard to the Kennebec River.
MacNeil will go into the Pleasant River Section Sept. 1st.; and will camp near the Hermitage.
{Copy Sewall, Greene, Flynt}
August 24, 1936. Myron Avery to Ray Viles, Supt., C.C.C. Camp, Rangeley
Dear Mr. Viles:
My plans and expectation to be back in late September, to measure the trail between Saddleback
and Sugarloaf, have been very much changed around by reason of office work. It now seems
very probable that the case In Boston, listed for late September, will not be tried then but will be
held over until the winter, and that I shall be on the West Coast some time in the latter part of
September. I am accordingly leaving this week for my vacation in Maine and it seems as if it will
be necessary for me to do what I can in connection with re-measuring and checking the
relocations at this time. 1 am leaving New York on the State of Maine Express and will change
at Portland on Friday morning the 20th to the train which reaches Rumford at 9:05 in the
morning. If you can have me met at that time, I can go to Grafton Notch and finish the remeasuring of the section on Baldpate and measure the relocated trail on Old Speck if Winter has
done this work, which I understood from Mr. Sewall would be done.
I am not bringing a measuring wheel with me but am relying upon the use of the one left at
Rangeley and it will be necessary to have this along. After getting this trail measured, if
McLaughlin has the route marked or roughed out to Reddington Pond from Bigelow Village, I
could measure this also. The feasibility of this depends upon the progress which he has made. As
it seems unlikely that I will get back again this fall, I Shall try to measure everything possible
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now, so that we can get out the entire description for the completed trail during the winter. This
would leave the uncompleted section on Saddleback, which some of your men might be able to
cover. I would then go to the Ledge House and measure the Arnold Trail back to the Kennebec
River and then measure MacNeil's relocation on Moxie Bald, probably picking up the train at
Blanchard. My only difficulty would be in getting rid of the suitcase which I will have to bring
with me.
I am sending this letter by air mail and hope that you will be able to get a reply back to me by
Thursday, telling me that it will be possible to have me met at Rumford on Friday morning, with
the measuring wheel, and I shall try to do as much as I possibly can.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Sewall and to Mr. Stacy, and I would appreciate your
telling Mr. Hunt, whom you may send to meet me, Mr. Winter and Mr. McLaughlin of the
situation.
cc Taylor, Flynt, Sewall, Greene, Stacy
August 24, 1936. George Learned, Andover, Me., to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Yrs. of Aug 5 Rcd. Found your note at camp. Sorry to have missed seeing you. Will post signs
along trail for you when they are painted. I can take care of 6 people at my camp. Have looked
over your notes of AT Mr. Sawyer sent to me and as far as I know they are nearly correct. I have
corrected 2 or 3 small things. A few people have already used the trail this fall. Three A.M.C.
boys was at my house last night and will spend this week from Speck to Bigelow Mt. One young
fellow has come from Katahdin and is at present somewhere from C Pond to Gorham N.H., on
the trail. Last Sunday Aug. 16 I went over the trail from Fry Brook to C Pond and found the trail
well marked except going North from Surplus Pond are a few blind places, that long flat topped
mountain just North of Ascohos Mt. (seen from the high lookout on Spruce Mt.) is Kennebago
Mt. and I found the view from there very interesting. Hoping to see you in the near future.
{Copy Sewall (3—to send to Winter & Viles), Greene}
August 25, 1936. Myron Avery to Ralph Sterling, Caratunk, Maine
Dear Mr. Sterling:
You probably received my letter of a short time ago, in connection with the marking of the
section of the Arnold Trail near your camps. My plans have been very much changed around
and I am going to Maine this week and will probably reach your Pierce Pond Camps either
Sunday or Monday night, the 30th or 31st, depending upon the amount of trail which there is to
measure in the western part of the state, as I am going to that section first.
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If there is any painting to be done and you are able to have this cared for before I arrive, it would
be helpful in that it would give me a chance to check on the work and I could report to Mr.
Sewall.
cc Greene, Sewall, Flynt
August 26, 1936. Myron Avery to J. M. Harris, Troutdale Cabins
Dear Mr. Harris:
There has been something of a gap in our very interesting correspondence of the last two years,
which I expect to pick up shortly,
I shall be in Maine the first of September, checking up and measuring some sections of the Trail.
I understand that the Greenville crew has made the relocation on Moxie Bald and I will have to
measure this section to get the change in the trail description.
I shall first measure the alternate Arnold Trail route from Pierce Pond Camp to the Kennebec
River and, somewhere around Tuesday or Wednesday, September 1st and 2nd, I expect to reach
your camp and will probably want to spend the night there. I should be able to telephone you
from Caratunk.
I appreciate that you may be crowded and that I am not able to give you definite notice as to
when I will arrive, but I do not expect to cause any inconvenience and all 1 need is a place out of
the rain.
Expecting to see you soon,
August 26, 1936. Myron Avery to Mrs. A. Viola Kipe, E. I. DuPont de Nemours & Co.,
Experimental Station, Wilmington, Delaware
Dear Mrs. Kipe:
Miss Dorsey, just before leaving Wilmington, wrote me about the corrected pages of the present
Guidebook which I sent her and would run over. I presume that these pages were parts of the
"Foreword”. I did not send all of that, as I retained some pages for changes which will be made
by me within the next two weeks and forwarded at that time.
Perhaps it would be well to hold the last page of the rewritten Foreword, as far as it runs
consecutively, until these additional sheets appear. If there are any sections of regular Trail
description which are going to run over, I think it would be best to let me know the numbers of
these pages and I can forward the other sheets, which I did not because they might not have to be
rewritten.
In the Bibliography, the red numbers are the inserts on sheets attached. The Bibliography has to
be done over again.
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I am hoping that the manuscript will be fairly clear.
Written after Mr. Avery left Washington.
cc Miss Dorsey
August 26, 1936. Myron Avery to Edward F. Gruver Co., Washington, D.C.
Dear Sirs:
I have received your bill of August 20th, together with the 10 additional copies of GUIDE TO
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, in addition to the 42 previously bound and delivered
by you. We are willing to accept this additional number, but your bill is in error, in that our
arrangement with the printer was the payment of $34.00 was for 100 copies, and our
understanding with you was that, in view of the shortage, the cost would necessarily be pro-rated.
Accordingly, your bill should be $3.40.
If you were unable to see Miss Park before she left for Maine, to obtain payment on the other
delivered copies, when she returns she will call your office and arrange to have payment made
for both lots. We shall, of course, require a similar receipt for these 10 copies.
cc Miss Park
September 3, 1936. Myron Avery, Lubec, Maine, to Dan Wright, North Newry, Maine
Dear Mr. Wight:
In about a couple of weeks I shall have sent to you a copy of the trail measurements from the
Maine-New Hampshire Line to the Andover-B Hill Road. The data may be useful to you in
answering inquiries, so do not return it to me but let me know of any errors. The great point of
uncertainty is the distance to the Maine-New Hampshire Line from the Carlo Col Trail. Have
you any information on this and, if you go there this fall will you see what you think it is?
There are a number of point as to which I should like to have some information.
1. By whom are the Wight’s Brook Camps run and what is the name and address of the
proprietor. We want to list them as the nearest accommodations to Grafton Notch .
2, The same query applies to the two camps before one gets down to the brook camps.
Are they open all summer?
3. Can you give me the highway distance to Mother Walkers Falls. We found the Moose
Cave sign. Also is there a place, known as the Jail on Bear River and how far down the highway
is it? You will notice our distances to Devils Den and Screw Auger?
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We appreciate your willingness to fix up the Trail in the campyard at Grafton Notch with a post
so it will be unmistakable if the markers are bad and if you are disposed each spring to see if the
route is clear there for 100 yds. you will do the project a real favor.
I am sorry that I did not get on to Old Speck with a barometer this fall. I am curious about its
height. However if you want to do it, we could work this out. I can mail the barometer to you.
The U. S. G. S. Map gives an elevation for Newry Corners. You would set the outer ring with
that figure at the arrow, then take it up on the mountain and make a list of the readings for
several days. Also take it back to Newry Corners and see how the reading compares there.
I will be here at Lubec until Thursday of next week and if you can write me before then, I will
send it from here. Have you the U.S.G.S. sheet with Newry Corners elevation. We figured the
elevation at the campground at Grafton Notch to be 1450 ft. The barometer should be returned to
me at 2035 Rosemount Ave., Washington, D.C. It would need to be Insured and we would
reimburse if you will let us know the mailing charges.
You wrote me once that you would be glad to help on the Trail when you made your trip this fall.
I accordingly sent you some markers to put up to the New Hampshire Line. I understand that
Winters put these markers up so this won’t have to be done but it is well for you to have them for
replacements etc. There is one thing, however, left undone. By reason of the accident to Yokum,
the Trail coming NORTH from the Full Goose Shelter is not painted. The rest is. You will see
the system and about how far apart the blazes are. They are 5x2 and always fore and aft.
If we sent you some paint I imagine that it would be no trouble to you to paint from the ridge
down to Grafton Notch and you might be also able to paint some of the rest toward Full Goose
Shelter on the south side of the Trees. On the open places the rocks and tops of the cairns are
painted .
If you will let me have the information about the distances etc. to which I referred in the first
page, I shall be much oblidged. It may be some time before I can get the Trail data written and I
can incorporate this information.
September 3, 1936. Myron Avery to Charles W. Morse, Editor, A.M.C. White Mountain
Guidebook
Dear Mr. Morse:
I have been over in the western part of the state with the measuring wheel on the recently
completed A.T. between Grafton Notch and Saddleback. We have left now 20 difficult miles
between Saddleback add Sugarloaf, where 2 crews are now working.
The result of this trip is a query about the data on the Mahoosuc Range. Mile boards seem to
have been put up on the Trail this year. I presume that the measuring wheel must have been used
in placing these boards and, if so, the data for this trail must have been amplified. Specifically I
am trying to ascertain if any exact distance was obtained for the crossing of the Maine- New
Hampshire Line. The present edition has no mileage from this point. From the information which
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has come to me I believe it is about l/2 m. west of the Carlo Col Trail. If you can determine
whether or not there is available any information for this point, I shall be much oblidged.
We have measurements from the Tower to Grafton Notch. From the highway it is 1.03 to the
warden’s camp, 1.55 to the trail junctions and .05 m. on the side trail to the tower. Our
measurements didn't go any farther west. It is 1.28 west to the A.M.C. 27-mile mark, making the
Trail 28.28m. Apparently no 28-mile marker was made as it was east of Grafton Notch.
Our Trail continues east over Baldpate with an offset of .44 m. on the highway. There is a beaver
bog directly opposite the Old Speck Trail. Up the Mountain .2 m. is the Grafton Notch Lean-to.
There are 8 others and 3 more to be built this fall on the chain between Grafton Notch and
Bigelow.
I hope we can obtain a reading on the Maine-New Hampshire Line location and that you will be
good enough to make inquiries from the people who did this work.
We are revising our map of western Maine. As your 1936 edition used the obsolete map for this
area I shall try to bear in mind to send you a revised copy of our map as unquestionably you will
not wish to use this old map again.
September 3, 1936
WORK TO BE DONE ON APPALACHAN TRAIL IN MAINE
{See recommendations sent Sewall Sept. 1935.}
1. Remeasure for relocation between Boudreau’s Camp and Berry’s Camps, from North to South,
and put in mile markers. See that marking along East Branch and between East Branch and top
of ridge west of Berry's is carefully marked, because of the recent logging operations.
2. Remeasure from Dore's tote-road to York’s for relocations, from North to South, putting in
mile markers.
3. Remeasure, check Trail data, putting in mile markers and measuring side trails from Little
Wilson to Monson, measuring all side trails.
4. Road at Monson and at Blanchard to be remarked, painting out excess blazes.
5. On Moxie Mountain, cairns to be built along summit, clearing to be better done on top and
lean-to to be built on east side of mountain at old Hollingsworth and Whitney No. 5 Campground
site. The tote-road between 4 and 6 miles approx. from Blanchard needs marking. Put in mile
markers 13 to 16 on west slope of mountain.
6. Markings on old Kennebec route, west shore of Moxie Pond and runarounds on Sterling's
Tote-road to Pierce Pond to be repainted.
7. Trail up Bemis Brook to be widened.
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8. Entire Trail from Saddleback to Grafton to be gone over to renew marking. (This to be done
by C.C.C. this fall.) Excess blazes on Little Bigelow to come out.
9. Trail data from Pierce Pond to Dead River Village to be checked in field and mile markers put
in.
10. Check Trail west of Troutdale on lower east slope of Pleasant Pond Mountain to see if beaver
flowage had made necessary a relocation; same on Bald Mtn. Brook.
11. Paint blazes from Full Goose Shelter to Grafton Notch.
12. See if relocation is to be made along Black Brook between Sessions’ Camps.
13. Check from Hermitage to York's to see if lumbering necessitates remarking or has changed
trail data.
14. Change mile markers 5, 6 and 7 on Section 1, North to South.
15. Remove trail markers painted blue on blue-blazed side trail, and paint blue certain white
paint blazes which have been overlooked. (Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail)
16. Change mile markers between Rainbow Lake and Nahmakanta Lake. Present markers are .08
m. too far north.
{Copy Greene 2 Guidebook)
September 6, 1936. Dan Wight, Maine Forest Service, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
In reply to your recent letter I am very pleased to help in any way I can. If you send me the
barometer I will be very glad to take it up on Old Spec and make the readings for a few days. I
have no accurate figure for the elevation at Newry Corners as I have not the map of that area.
Please send me that figure so I can set the needle. Also be sure to include any information
concerning the adjusting reading etc. of the barometer. As soon as reasonably possible I’ll return
the instrument to you at 2035 Mount Ave., Washington, D.C. and a report of the observations. I
am as anxious as you are to see just what the elevation is.
Now concerning the distance of the State Line from Carlo Col I am not sure but as I remember it
is quite close at hand. Some reports are that it is ½ mile but I think it is much less. I am not sure
if I shall get thro on the mt. in time to make my Mahoosuc Trip. If I do I will look around and
see what I think. As it is in my mind now I would say 300 feet or so.
I can paint from the top of the ridge to Grafton Notch anyway but as to the strip from Full Goose
Shelter out I am not sure I’ll have time to do it as I return Sept. 21 to school in Boston. I could do
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it while up here in November on vacation. I understand the N. sides of the trees are done, only
the S. sides need painting.
In answer to your questions:1. The Wights Brook Camps are run by Fred W. Wight, No. Newry, Me. (They are 4.2 m. from
the foot of Old Spec.)
2. The other camps are over night camps run by Leon Enman, No. Newry, Me. and are open all
summer. They are 3.3 m. from the foot of old Spec.
3. Concerning other distances:
Old Spec. Mt. base to Moose Cave - .5 m.
Old Spec. Mt. base to Mother Walker – 1.3 m.
Old Spec. Mt. base to Jail and Needles-Eye – 2.1 m.
Old Spec. Mt. base to Screw Auger Falls – 2.5 m.
These distances may not agree with your figures. They are taken on an auto speedometer and are
averages taken on two runs over the route. The Jail is between Screw Auger and Moose Cave on
the right (S) side going down Bear River. At this point is a place called the Needles-Eye, a hole
down in the upper edge of the “Jail” through which one may squeeze down into the chasm.
There is no sign or marker here but the old path which is grown up some could be bushed out
easily and it is a real interesting place. Somewhat like Screw Auger—not as deep but similarly
formed by the erosion.
I have made more clear the Baldpate trail by the camp yard but when I can I shall set a couple
posts up and paint some blazes on them. No doubt you will eventually have a sign to put by the
highway at that point. I will make it a point to clear this trail each Spring as you suggest for 100
yards or so—up to the taller growth at least.
Recently I bushed out the old trail which leads down onto the ledges toward Grafton Notch from
the Summit of Old Spec. Also from the ledge I have cut a new trail which slabs the side of the
Mt. and comes out on the M.F.S. trail at the warden’s Camp. I do not suggest it as a good way to
ascend but it offers a splendid view on the way down. From the Summit down over the ledges
and back to the camp is about a mile.
I appreciate a great deal the material you have taken the trouble to send me at various times. I
also am pleased to be able to help in any way with the A.M.C. trails—if I am familiar enough to
help. Of course my knowledge is limited but this territory I am quite familiar with.
September 8, 1936. Myron Avery to Dan Wight
Dear Mr. Wight:
Your letter arrived to-day.
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Due to the fact that I leave for the West Coast almost immediately on my return to Washington I
have had to make various arrangements all of which I trust will work out. I sent you the
barometer to-day by insured parcel post. When you return it, please put a valuation of $100 on it
and hold the receipt until I advise you it arrives. The Newry Corners elevation is, unless I am in
error, on the Rumford sheet. I have arranged to have this and the Milam sheet sent you. Then you
will have the base elevation. I have no particular instructions about the barometer except to set
the ring at this elevation on a clear day and take dated readings on days when weather is normal.
If you come down you can take readings again at the foot and at North Newry. Keep a list with
place and date and you should get an average for the mountain. We will ignore storms or
disturbed weather conditions. Also note the hour. Suggest keeping columns under the various
places. As I will be away and we want to make a complete job it will be all right to keep the
barometer for 3 or 4 weeks or longer if necessary to check. If the tower stays open, we want to
check as much as possible.
Am having two quarts of paint sent to you. This requires no thinning. Let me know what you can
do and keep the balance for future contingencies etc.-the same with the markers. You are
correct in thinking that only the south side of the trees needs painting. Some of the top rocks on
the cairns may also be painted on both sides too.
I am pleased to note that you have fixed the Trail at the Old Campground. In the spring we shall
send you some signs. For the campground, the offset on the highway, the beginning of the
Baldpate Trail and Table Rock. We won't have any for that turn and shall have to rely on the
posts on which an A.T. marker can be nailed. Coming in from the highway we use the two or
double blazes to warn people of the turn there.
Can you write us a little description--like the Guidebook--of where your two Trails on Old Speck
go. Where they start, the app. length etc. and their features. I can include this in the account of
Grafton Notch. Does this trail take off directly at the firetower? Does it hit the A.T. exactly at the
Camp and which side of the brook? We should have some sort of sign--Alternate Route--Ledge
Trail or some such thing. If you can send me the information about the trails to Washington, it
will reach me before I leave.
September 9, 1936. Roger Scaife to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
This is just a line to remind you that we are hoping and expecting to receive your, copy for the
Maine supplement of The Old Farmer’s Almanac in a week or ten days, that being the time, I
believe, you spoke of as convenient.
September 11, 1936. J. F. Schairer to George C. Martin, Lineman, Maine Forest Service,
Caratunk., Maine
Dear Mr. Martin:
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I have heard from Mr. Avery of his meeting with you at Caratunk. Mr. Avery tells me the Trail
from the river to Blanchard is greatly improved. He says, however, that there is some possibility
that beavers may flow out the route on the lower east slopes of Pleasant Pond Mountain. If you
learn of this happening, I wish you would let me know.
I understand that Mr. Avery is to send you some markers as soon as the new ones are made and
that you will remove the markers and old blazes on the East Carry Pond Road when you are
going in there at some time, as well as mark the runarounds on the Tote-road to Pierce Pond. As
far as possible I think we should follow the old route.
As our membership is limited, we feel free to call upon members of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club when something can be done to further the project. There is one other matter which needs
attention, and I am writing to you about it. When the Trail was relocated along the shore of
Moxie Pond, the old blazes were not removed so that in several places you see two lines of
blazes. If, the next time you are on Moxie Pond, you could eliminate these, it would help greatly.
If I do not hear from you to the contrary, I shall assume that you will care for these matters at
your convenience.
Will you let me know when these matters have been attended to so that we will know that we do
not have to bear them in mind?
Thanking you for help and interest, I am
Sincerely yours.
J. F. Schairer,
Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club
September 11, 1936. Marion Park, Acting Treasurer, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to
Mr. Tom Katen, Watchman, Boarstone Mountain, Onawa Post Office, via Monson, Maine
Dear Mr. Katen:
At Mr. Avery's request, I am sending you herewith two copies of the Chairback-Barren Range,
which, of course, includes Boarstone Mountain.
September 11, 1936. Marion Park, Acting Assistant Secretary, The Appalachian Trail
Conference, to E. E. Ashworth, Vertical File Service, H. W. Wilson Co., 950-972 University
Ave. New York City
Dear Mr. Ashworth:
At Mr. Avery’s request I mailed you today, under separate cover, a duplicate copy of Guide to
the Appalachian Trail In Maine (second edition). If this copy does not reach you, kindly let us
know.
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September 15, 1936. Myron Avery to Roger L. Scaife, Vice-President, Little Brown Co.,
Boston
Dear Mr. Scaife:
On my return to Washington, I find your letter of September 9th. It happens that I am leaving in
three days for the West Coast and I shall be gone about a month.
Trail developments in Maine will not reach a definite status until about the middle of October,
when we expect that the route in the State will be finished. This, it would seem to me, would
form a very worthwhile subject, but, until that time, it cannot be prepared. I do not know whether
or not that date would be too late for you. If so, my only suggestion would be that the matter
would have to wait over another year.
I trust that you will appreciate the situation and advise me of your wishes in the matter.
September 15, 1936. SUGGESTIONS FOR CCC WORK FOR 1937
RANGELEY CAMP
These suggestions are premised upon Mr. Viles’ expectation that he will have Rangeley Camp,
this fall, repaint from Saddleback to Grafton Notch in order to make necessary improvements in
the marking and also remove the excess painting which disfigures the Little Bigelow Link.
1. Go over, with clearing crew, the trail from Saddleback to Me. Highway 5 (Andover-South
Arm Road), with particular attention to clearing out Bemis Brook and Saddleback Trails of small
birches, etc., which narrow trail and confuse route.
2. Rechink shelters with poles, as suggested by Mr. Sewall, and possibly repaint with graphite
paint for protection against porcupines. Build outhouse at each lean-to, put in bough beds and
make a tin can dump for each shelter.
3. Reclear trail from C Pond to Andover-B Bill Road because of slash and lumbered area.
4. Put in a side trail to Elephant Mtn. Trail cut in 1936, except in bad slash area noted above,
could be gone over, if work required to fill out summer but otherwise reserve for next year.
Some tools should be added, such as a weeder, for clearing bushes and small hardwood growth
coming back in trail which axes and pruning shears can't handle.
5. Do necessary clearing and marking in trail between Houghton Truck Road and Four Ponds,
which is held in abeyance until lumbering finished.
6. Clear section of Trail about a mile east of West Carry Pond, where route has been obliterated
by lumbering.
{Sewall 3 copies, Greene 2 copies}
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GREENVILLE CAMP
1. Reclear trail worked on in 1935. Commence at summit of Katahdin and go south to
Nahmakanta Stream; then clear from Blanchard to Berry's Camps. Because of lumbering slash,
while East slope of White Cap can be omitted, very important to work north slope, by
Boudreau's to Berry's.
2. Moxie Bald Mtn. requires work. Trail for l/2 m. along summit to be cairned, better painted and
trees and small growth cut out by proper tools to make a route. Trail in burned land on lower
west slope to be cleared out again. Build lean-to on east slope of Bald Mtn. (last water) at old
Hollingsworth and Whitney No. 5 camps. (To break this long section in 2 day's trip; badly
needed.) Go across Maine Central R.R. for 2 m. west cutting small growth, same as on top of
Moxie. Watch out for possible relocation needed by beaver flowage on Bald Mtn. Tote-road and
at 2 m. west of railroad. (Suggest cutting an alternate path on high land, marking both routes,
which will be available if beaver come back and extend dams.)
3. Bridges. Replace bridge at Long Pond Stream and at East Branch of Pleasant River.
September 15, 1936. Myron Avery to J. W. Hunt
Dear Mr. Hunt:
Would you kindly send out the following orders:
2 cans of black paint to Hugh MacNeil, C.C.C. Camp, Greenville, Maine
1 can of Appalachian white and Appalachian blue, respectively, to Fred Clifford,
Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine
The bill should be made out to the Appalachian Trail Conference.
I would appreciate very much your attention to these small matters, which I would not trouble
you with except for the fact that I am leaving town for an extensive period and would not have
an opportunity to attend to it otherwise.
September 15, 1936. Myron Avery to Hugh MacNeil, Greenville C.C.C. Camp
Dear Mr. MacNeil:
Mr. Greene tells me that you do not have any black paint for obliterating the old trail on
Whitecap. I have arranged to have two cans sent to you at the Greeneville Camp. I hope you will
not make any change in the Trail on Whitecap from the route described In the Guidebook and
which the Custodian at the Hermitage showed to us, because of the complications which result.
If, after you finish work at the Gulf, you could send me a detailed report as to what changes have
been made and make the corrections on the extra copies of the map sent, it would be of very
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great assistance. We shall probably issue a new edition of the Guide next year and I will have to
depend upon you to get the chapter on the Gulf corrected and adequately described.
You are certainly to be much complimented upon the trail work on Moxie Bald and Pleasant
Pond Mountains.
cc Greene
September 16, 1936. Myron Avery to Walter Greene
Dear Walter.:
Your letter dated Monday received, just as I am leaving for the West Coast. I expect to be in
New York around the middle of October.
The necessity for markers grew out of my having to use, on Moxie, those which I was carrying
with me for Rainbow, by reason of the fact that MacNeil did not have a supply. I understood the
situation when I telephoned Sebec Lake and the markers arrived in time. It is our intention to
have you keep, at all times, a supply of paint and markers for such emergencies as this, and it is
up to you to let me know when the supply runs low.
It is rather unwise to try and intercept me on these trips, because my arrangements are subject to
change. The certain procedure is to send letters such as this one to a definite address.
I succeeded in measuring the Trail in Western Maine and the relocations in the eastern part of the
state. I was forced to go from Chimney Pond to Rainbow in one day and, because of rain and
darkness, I did not arrive at Rainbow until 9 o'clock. I had a great deal of difficulty at the last end
by reason of the fact that the trail painting had not been completed. The route was complicated
by recent wood cutting and, with the several paths branching off, I had a difficult time to tell the
route, although I knew I was near the camps. In traveling after dark, the absence of the familiar
double blazes where the route turned from the wide hauling roads into a trail, gave me
considerable difficulty. This is a point to be borne in mind when traveling that section. The new
route is 10 1/4 miles from York's and I changed the relocation signs, which were very much in
error as to the distance. This is a very hard trail and I think most traveling will continue to go the
other direction. The bridge presents a real problem. It is a menace without the guard rail and
people who travel it have the scare of their lives. I cannot understand how it was left that way.
Even a rope could have been used as a temporary safeguard. If I had known of it sooner, we
could have done something. Mr. Sewall says that they are out of funds but he hopes to be able to
remedy the difficulty without using the $65.00 which was contributed to the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club Treasury for bridge purposes. This is a very serious situation and I was greatly
surprised to learn of this condition.
We have talked so much of the financial situation that it is hardly necessary to write about it.
You understand fully that Maine is the only place where the expenses of any work by trail
workers on the Trail have been paid from the Appalachian Trail Conference funds, which are
intended for general promotion. With the CCC work, the Board does not appreciate the necessity
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of continuing those appropriations, and while we will undoubtedly be able to find money for
materials, etc., I doubt if we will be able to continue these appropriations, even as restricted as
this year. Frankly, I cannot take exception to the argument that, at the present time, with the
C.C.C. work, there is no necessity for such large appropriations to cover the expenses of your
inspection trips. Everybody fully appreciates the fine work that you do, but Maine is only a very
small part of the entire trail and it has already received far more than its proper share. This is the
situation and there is no use of your fussing or writing me elaborate letters about it. I don't see
any particular benefit from your going in to the Gulf again. MacNeil is fully competent to do
which can be done. Incidentally, the building of all side trails has been disapproved by the
authorities and if this is found out, it means difficulty. I understand your feeling for the Gulf, but
you will remember that we have already incurred very considerable expense there. You
understood the situation and knew the allotment of funds, and it was understood that when the
money ran out, even if there were worthy projects on hand, they would simply have to go by the
Board because of the lack of funds. Incidentally, if this trip were made after the work was done,
so that you could get the Guidebook data and the map, it would be another situation. You do not
appreciate the difficulties and personal expense these relocations cause. It means that I have to
arrange my plans to get there and cover the situation and I wish you would drop from your mind
all of these minor changes which cause so much trouble. We are facing the situation of either
having to get out a Supplement to the Maine Guide or reprint the book, depending upon its sales
during the winter. If we can sell out the present edition, we can put out a new edition in the
spring. The manuscript has been prepared now and by reason of these changes we will not have a
correct chapter or map on the Gulf. It means that I have to go in there at some time, and you can
perhaps appreciate that it is high time to call a halt on all of these relocations. That is why I was
luke warm on the advantages of the change and thought I had covered the situation in my earlier
letters. Sewall tells me that he had a long letter from you about the situation. This seems to me to
be slightly at cross purposes, and when you write these letters, 1 would suggest that you let me
know what you have done, so that we will not seem to be working in ignorance of what each is
trying to accomplish.
I have explained so often the financial set-up. There has been an appropriation from the Maine
[sic] Appalachian Trail Conference. You received this in advance and I suggest that, at your
convenience, you forward to me the accounting, which I can send on to Schuetz. The funds in the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club represent a contribution for bridge purposes and, in the alternative,
for a booklet on the Trail in Maine. I am sure that you will agree that we would not be warranted
in taking out your expenses for this trip from these funds, under the circumstances. I hope that
the amount involved will be low, but you will appreciate that your situation is the only case
where Trail workers have not borne entirely their own expenses, and there is no use of your
grumbling about the situation. It is a condition under which we have to do or not do the work.
I am arranging to have the black paint sent to MacNeil. I am sorry that you could not see that he
was supplied with this and count on getting reimbursement from the Trail Conference, but
would go ahead with your trip. As I have told you, when these small expenditures for emergency
supplies come up, we can be sure of finding some way to handle it, rather than pass up the
opportunity. If you will make a list of the material you have on hand and send it to me, we will
arrange to have full supplies sent you early in the year.
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I am sorry to have to spend so much time rehashing this set-up and I hope that you will spare
both of us the effort of writing any more about it.
I will see you in October and I am hoping that we can work out some arrangement whereby you
can come to this Fall meeting in Washington, for I think the opportunity to see other sections of
the Trail would be most beneficial.
Please tell me specifically what the mistake is in the Whitecap Guidebook description, rather
than telling me that there is an error and leaving me to hunt for it.
P.S. After reading over this letter, I have thought of one or two more things. Our situation with
respect to the CCC the next year is not so good. Confidentially, Sewall says that if business
conditions improve much more in his line, that he will sever his connection. This will be a real
loss. He feels that Dort, the Regional Inspector of the Forest Service at Laconia, is not as
interested in the Trail project as his predecessors and that the Forest Commissioner is reflecting
his attitude. It may be necessary for us to use considerable exertion here in Washington next year
to prevent any lapse in the support, if the political situation remains unchanged. In telling you
about this, I want you to keep it confidential and not write any letters or take any action premised
on your knowledge of the situation. Sewall says that he hoped that either you or Costigan would
spend some time and improve his route, rather than follow through his first blazing, and that that
was the reason he wrote to you. As I see the situation for this past summer and what we can
expect next year, other than Sewall’s request, the only trip which you would need to have made
would have been early in the spring to the Rangeley Camp, to have checked on the work there,
which would have been very beneficial. As I was able to accomplish this, that necessity was
taken care of. As for the signs, you will have the list soon and can determine the boards you will
require. Then write Schmeckebier again and see if we can make a further demand on his
generosity early in the year so that you will not have the difficulties coming from trying to rush
the signs at the last end. If you have a feeling that you are degenerating into a sign-painter, you
can perhaps imagine that I am getting a little weary of this endless taking of notes and checking
of Guidebook data and maps and all of the clerical details, and the myriad queries, complaints
and discontent of people we have to deal with. Both of us will have to suffer in silence. Let’s not
add to each other’s load by continually writing and talking about conditions which are well
understood and cannot be remedied.
September 17, 1936. H. L. Boyle, Bangor, Me., to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
There is a spring brook running across the trail. I mean the main trail about fifty feet from where
the path to the lean-to leaves the trail, very good clear water. We had constructed a small
wooden spout, but probably this may have been disturbed. I am of course estimating the distance
from memory coming from the bridge on the way to Rainbow.
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September 17, 1936. Myron Avery to Gordon Hunt
Dear Gordon:
I am returning the negatives which you kindly forwarded with a sample of the pictures so that we
could see the results. Mr. Sewall got some pictures of the lean-tos at the Horns Pond also.
I am leaving for the west coast on Saturday. If anything comes up, write to me at the address
below and it will be forwarded. As soon as I get back and things develop, I will see what can be
done about measuring the remaining link.
Please remember me to Mrs. Hunt and especially Sylvia and tell her that 1 hope that the mankilling tiger has not broken out again.
P.S. In some way, I misplaced the notes which I made as to the measurements into Reddington
Pond and I am afraid I will have to ask if you can have these checked again. The distances we
need are from the center of Rangeley to where the road turns off from the highway, and then the
distances to Savage’s Camp and to the bridge across the stream. When the crews are going in
some week-end, I presume that either Winters or McLaughlin could take these distances without
too much trouble and send them to me on the enclosed postcard.
September 22, 1936. J. F. Smith, General Passenger Agent, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad,
to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery,
In a couple of months we will be going to press with our 1937 "In the Maine Woods” booklet.
From time to time we have enjoyed having you write an article for our book, and if not
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imposing upon you too much, would like very much to have an article from you for the book this
year.
September 24, 1936. Robert Moore to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:Your letter of Sept. 17th has been forwarded to me here where we shall be for the next two
months.
I think that either you or I must have some misunderstanding concerning the problem of the
correct spelling of the name Borestone. I will state briefly my understanding of the whole
situation as well as the researches of your association regarding the name. If I am not correct,
I shall be pleased to be advised.
(1) The Appalachian Trail Conference is asking a decided favor of the owners of Borestone
Mountain.
(2) In spite of the above, the "Conference" insists on using a wording for the mountain which, to
put it very conservatively, has not been used as often during the past twenty years as the above
wording.
(3) You, as Chairman of the Board of the Conference, advised in correspondence that the
EARLIEST RECORDED NAME on any document, a map published, I believe, eighty years ago
or more, employed the spelling "Borestone".
(4) The owners of Borestone Mountain have leased the property to Mr. Thompson L. Guernsey,
who has reported to the writer that the visitors to the mountain have been a "nuisance". He has
not explained this in detail, but did not welcome the permission granted approximately two years
ago to the members of your Conference. His wishes have to be considered to a considerable
extent, if you wish him, as well as the owners, to extend to your members the distinct favor that
you have asked.
(5) For some reason that I have never been able to understand, your booklet gave a preference to
the spelling "Boarstone" by using it in its main text, as well as on signs, and thereby did
"commit" (your) organization to - "a particular form of spelling". This was done in spite of the
fact that your own research department found that the spelling "Borestone" had the right of
priority.
Frankly I have not time to enter into any long discussion in the matter, but it does not seem to me
that the above actions on the part of the Conference showed a proper respect for historical
accuracy. Furthermore I cannot perceive how "academic freedom" has the least thing to do with
the matter.
Permit me to close by saying that I referred the problem to the authority you suggested and
received only an acknowledgement and a statement that the matter would be taken up in due
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course of time. If your organization is interested in having its request granted, I believe it would
help for you to advise the "Division of Geographical Names" to the effect that the oldest "record",
which your research authorities have discovered, gives the name as "Borestone" and supply them
with the citation. If you do, please send me copy of the letter and I will follow it up.
September 24, 1936. Ralph York to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Replying to your letter of several days ago, I will advise you that the bridge recently put in at the
Hermitage is only a temporary foot bridge affair, put in by the lumbermen for their convenience
in crossing the river during their operations there this summer and fall.
They built this about fifty feet, I should say, above where I ford the river and unless they take it
up this fall it will no doubt go down river during the high water next spring.
It comes across into my tote road. The lumbering is on both sides of the trail and tote road from
the river up to within three fourths of a mile from my camps, but I cannot see that it has made
any special changes in your trail route.
Mrs. Greene has been up there recently and perhaps can tell you more about this than I can.
I closed my camps several days ago until hunting season and of course the lumbering is still
going on.
Thanks very much for the Guide book and maps which we received.
Mrs. York is feeling much better and joins me in sending best regards. Hoping to see you
another year.
P.S. The trail was quite a benefit to us this season and we enjoyed all those who stopped with us.
September 29, 1936. Edgar Heermance to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Stanley B. Atwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine, has accepted with some enthusiasm, our trail
chairmanship for Maine. I think he will be of great service, especially along publicity lines. He
is hoping to prepare a general trail guide for Maine, with a good chance of State backing. He
already organized a mountain club in Lewiston and Auburn.
September, 1936. DISTANCES ON G.N.P. ROAD,
GREENVILLE – NESOWADNEHUNK
0 m. – Greenville – crossroads – center of town

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1936 – Compiled by David Field – Page

246

2.7 m. – G.N.P. Stables
3.3 m. – Tarred Road
5.8 m. – Beaver Creek
12.1 m. – Lily Bay
18.1 m. – Road to Chadwick’s
19.2 m. – Kokadjo River
19.4 m. – Road to B Pond
24.3 m. – G.N.P. Concrete Posts (Sias Hill?)
27.4 m. – Dirt road each side, with stream on south
29.6 m. – Grant Farm
30.8 m. – Ragged Stream
34.4 m. – Caribou Stream
36.4 m. – Roberts’ (Warden’s) camp – road west
38.7 m. – Clifford’s Garage
39.9 m. – Chesuncook Dam Road
42.1 m. – Ripogenus Gate
42.5 m. – Ripogenus Dam
44.9 m. – Frost Pond Camps
49 m. -- Harrington Lake Brook
50.2 m. – Sowbungy Trail
55.9 m. – G.N.P. Gates
56.2 m. – Nesowadnehunk Stream
56.5 m. – Little Nesowadnehunk Stream
57.9 m. – Butterfield’s Campsite
58.1 m. – Ledge (?) Falls on Nesowadnehunk Stream
59.8 m. – Slide Dam
63.1 m. – Fosters Campground (CCC Camp; 1 ¼ to Kidney; 7.85 from Little
Nesowadnehunk to Bradeen’s).
63.4 m. – To York’s Road (1 m. on tote-road to field 6 m. to camps; 8.4 from Little
Nesowadnehunk).
65.7 m. – To Katahdin Stream (24.6)
90.3 m. – B. & A. RR – Greenville [sic, Millinocket?]
{Copy Gower, Guidebook, Katahdin File}
October 1, 1936. Hugh S. MacNeil, Greenville CCC, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
I have just completed our section of Trail and have moved back to camp. Work completed Sept.
29, 1936.
I did not make any changes on white line to White Cap Mt. but went according to Guide book. If
you will look on page 157 reading South to North, you will find that at 5.4 former trail up White
Brook from Pleasant River Road has been relocated to this pt. I find that this should have been at
4.44 and that the turn here is left instead of right.
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I feel that we have made a very good trail along the gulf. The trail to screw Auger Falls has been
cleaned out and extended to the foot.
We started at Greene's first side trail and left old Trail and did not return to old Trail until we
came to Large sign marked Head of Gulf. We painted this section of old Trail black and from
Head of Gulf Trail to connect with new Trail made last year from Long Pond is cleaned and
painted blue. We have some 32 views on this new trail and I hope you will be pleased with same
and that you can read the enclosed sketch, if not will be glad to explain.
October 5, 1936. Fred Clifford, Clifford’s Sporting Camps, Rainbow Lake, to Miss Marion
Park. [Tough hand-writing, as usual.]
Dear Madam:
Your letter received. I had all ready got the paint and the day after painted the white trail half
way up the lake and lot more spots and the others plainer. The paint was rather scarce on the last
end. It’s OK now. Also the Blue Trail through the yard and up Rainbow Mountain. Made a
branch trail after I got up to the view of the lower lakes and Millinocket, then west and out to the
very top about a mile further. I painted the high point a big rock, marked (Top of Rainbow Mt.
1936). Here Mr. Avery and I think he intended to and marked it in his book. Have blue trail to
the Mt.
Tell Avery we have been over his 7 mile trail to the River and am sure they went too far. Think
we could save you a mile or two and about an hour. Will look it over again when the hunting is
O.K. I got the maps and book O.K.
P.S. this is something how slopes of Rainbow Mt. Trail. Camp Camp A 2 mi. rock First view
of cut and John Lord’s Millinocket. [I’m not sure about any of this “P.S.” It was apparently
intended as a description of the Rainbow Mt. Trail. The original duplicated below, provides an
example of Clifford’s hand-writing.:]

October 12, 1936. Gordon Hunt, Rangeley CCC, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am writing to tell you of the progress on the trail to date, have not written before as I hoped that
you would be back from the Coast in time to come up again this fall.
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At this date but two miles remain to be cut to connect our east and west sections and connect the
line across the state. George Winter is camping about four miles east of Sargent’s Camps at
Redington and is starting the cutting on the final two miles of trail on east side of Spaulding
Mountain. The trail west from Redington to Saddleback tower is completed except for the
erection of a few monuments on the last half mile along the top of the mountain, this should take
only one day. McLaughlin is on leave at present. We have been short of men. We lost fifty men
at the end of enrollment, October first, and this day we received replacements to the total of sixty
one men so that the company strength is now one hundred fifty six. Mr. Viles thinks it is
doubtful if we will be able to build the shelters this fall as it is getting pretty cold here. This
morning it was eighteen degrees above zero and there was quite a bit of snow on the ground.
However it disappeared during the day.
I have been and still am busy on the Houghton truck trail survey on the west end, from the height
of land east of Four Ponds to the Houghton-Oquossoc road. That has to be finished this fall and
am trying to get it done before the weather gets too uncomfortable. Yes, I sent you the mileage
from Rangeley to turnoff from Route 16 and several other measurements pertaining to the
distances from Rangeley to Redington. I mailed card to you at Washington so it will probably be
there when you arrive.
You certainly must have had a fine trip. Silvia is reminding me to thank you for the very nice
presents which you sent her. It happened that she was sick at the time the package arrived and
she certainly was pleased. Today I received the copy of Farrar’s Illustrated Guide to Rangeley
and Richardson Lakes, thank you very much. I have only had a chance to glance through it yet
but it certainly is very interesting, it must be a very rare book and I shall enjoy having it very
much.
We are looking forward to seeing you as soon as it is convenient for you to come and we want
you to spend what time you can with us. I hope to be able to accompany you to measure the trail
too. Let me know when you plan to come and I will arrange to meet you in Farmington or
Rumford. The train still runs to Farmington at this time.
Winter expects to be finished on the trail about the middle of next week or about October
twentieth so you will be able to measure at any time after that. The wheel is here and is in good
order.
I will close now. Hope to see you real soon and be sure to plan on staying with us.
October 12, 1936. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I have your letter of the 7th inst. and will be glad to go over the article when you send it. I have
no reports on the Katahdin road but will write you when I get any. However, it might be best for
you to write to Mr. Foster, Supt. C.C.C. Camp, Camden, Maine as there is a crew from this camp
which is doing the work and I think he will be able to give you definite information when they
finish up. This is a D. I. Camp.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1936 – Compiled by David Field – Page

249

With regard to the guard rail on the foot bridge, Mr. Connors of the E. C. W. Office happens to
be here now. They have decided to put on a pipe rail and he is planning to buy the pipe this fall
but whether we will put it on before next spring or not depends on circumstances.
We will probably not have to draw on the $50 fund for this but may have to draw on it for some
over-plus in other bills. Cannot tell yet but will let you know if that comes up.
October 13, 1936. Myron Avery to Ralph E. York, Long Pond Camps
Dear Mr. York:
Thank you very much for telling me about the bridge situation. I note that you think that it will
go out during the winter. In view of this, we will not put it on the map or in our Guidebook
description.
I am very pleased to know that you found the Trail to be quite a benefit to you this season. This
is the way it should be.
We are all glad to know that Mrs. York is feeling better and hope to see you another season.
October 14, 1936. Myron Avery to J. F. Smith, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad
Dear Mr. Smith:
I regret that a reply to your very kind letter of September 22, 1936 has been delayed by reason of
my absence from Washington on the West Coast.
I appreciate your word of commendation about the interest which IN THE MAINE WOODS has
found in my former articles. On the other hand, I wish to express the appreciation of the
Appalachian Trail Conference for the opportunity to make known the attractions of the
Appalachian Trail in Maine, through the medium of the pages of your booklet.
I shall be very glad to do anything further in this connection which you may find of interest. I
will not have, this year, a story of any new trip on the Trail and all that I could contribute would
he a supplement to the note which I put in the last issue, reporting the status of the Trail. We
expect that the Trail in Maine will be completed in November and, if you wish, I can report the
situation about that time. However, Mr. Hennessy has still remaining from last year, two stories,
one written about a trip on the Trail, and one detailing a climb of Mt. Katahdin, which were
written by Washington people. By reason of being turned in late last year, when the booklet was
set up unexpectedly early, there was no opportunity to use those stories and I believe that Mr.
Hennessy had expected that they would be held over for use another year. I assume that you will
make inquiry in this connection. I believe that you will find these two stories very satisfactory.
Mr. Hennessy also has a number of very fine unused photographs, furnished by us, which can be
used.
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May I make a suggestion in connection with the booklet? For a number of years, it has been
running a map of Katahdin prepared by the Appalachian Mountain Club, which is very much
out-of-date. I would suggest the wisdom of having this map brought up-to-date and a new cut
used. Its obsolescence detracts from the qualities of the publication. The same observation, of
course, applies to the maps in yellow in the book, which detail certain sections of Maine which
are very much out-of-date and I do not believe have been revised for 15 years. I appreciate that
there would be very considerable labor in correcting all of those maps, but you undoubtedly are
familiar with the situation and fully aware of the very serious errors on these maps as a result of
changed conditions.
I assume that you have in your records a copy of our 1936, 254-page GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, which was forwarded to the General Passenger Agent. If
you do not find such a copy, please advise me. We have suggested earlier to Mr. Hennessy that it
might be of interest to have the Bangor & Aroostook Railroad make a plate and print one of our
maps, such as the map from Katahdin to the East Branch.
The articles to which I have referred as having been sent to Hr. Hennessy are by Mr. W. Clark
Dean and Miss Ruth Lenderking, respectively.
cc Greene, Flynt, Hennessy
October 14, 1936. Myron Avery to Editor, Long Trail News, Rutland, Vt.
Dear Sir:
I sent to you, about a month ago, a note in connection with the status of the Appalachian Trail in
Maine, which I thought would be of interest to readers of the Long Trail News. I would
appreciate your advising me as to whether or not you were able to make use of this material. If so,
I would appreciate very much your forwarding to me a copy of the issue in which the item
appeared.
We would be very glad to arrange an exchange of publications of the Appalachian Trail
Conference and the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, with the Green Mountain Club. If you
wish to do so, please advise me and I will make arrangements to have your name placed on our
mailing list.
October 14, 1936. Myron Avery to Robert Moore
Dear Mr. Moore:
Your letter reached me while I was in California. I do not believe it would serve any purpose to
discuss it in detail but I am enclosing a copy of a letter which I have written to the Division of
Geographic Names.
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I am also having sent to you, under separate cover, a copy of the Bulletin of the Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club. If you would be interested in seeing some of the Blue Ridge country, we
should be very pleased to have you join one of the one-day trips as our guest.
My room is 5524 Commerce Building, and if you are in this vicinity, I should be delighted to
have the pleasure of talking with you.
October 14, 1936. Myron Avery to George C. Martin, Executive Secretary, Division of
Geographic Names, Department of the Interior
Dear Sir:
You 'will recall our previous discussion of problems of Maine nomenclature.
I have been advised by Robert T. Moore, owner of Boarstone (Borestone) Mountain in Maine
that he has submitted to you the problem involved in the two forms to which I have referred. Mr.
Moore is intensely interested in this matter and I thought that I would advise you that he is at the
Wardman Park Hotel in Washington, and if you wish to have the benefit of a personal interview
in this matter, I am sure he would welcome an opportunity to discuss it with you.
You have probably been referred by Mr. Moore to the footnote in our GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, which lists the various usages.
Our interest in the matter lies in the fact that we are about to issue another edition of this
Guidebook and we wish to adopt the usage decided upon by your Board. I would, therefore,
greatly appreciate your advising me of any decision reached, in advance of the usual printing of
your records.
October 14, 1936. Myron Avery to Miss Adelaide Meserve, Appalachian Mountain Club
Dear Miss Meserve:
I do not want to ask any embarrassing questions, but about a month or two ago, I sent to you a
note with respect to the status of the Trail in Maine, thinking that it could be used in the Bulletin.
As there was no mention made of the matter in the October Bulletin, I thought that perhaps my
letter might have miscarried and I wanted to make sure that you received it. If you did, then there
is no need to pay any attention to this inquiry. I hope, however, that you will run it in the
November issue.
October 15, 1935. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs, Maine Forest Service
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
1 have had in mind for a long time making a trip on the North Branch of the West Branch of the
Penobscot River. In 1919 I went from a brook 10 miles above the Northwest Branch of the St.
Francis with Bill Pinkham of Fort Kent, in two days. That was some trip.
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I have just obtained from Mr. Huston a map in which I am very much interested. I am enclosing
it for your inspection. It seems to me to contain much interesting early information. At first blush,
I would have thought it was a state survey, but it would seem as if it might have been in some
Guidebook. If so, I have never seen the Guidebook. I don’t want to impose upon your time but I
thought I would like to have you see this map to determine if it is a copy of anything in the land
Agent’s records. If not, perhaps Mr. Dunnack, in the State Library, would know its source or
could make some suggestions. I am very much interested in the map and hope that, by some
chance, I may be able to trace this map further. As far as I know, this is the only copy.
I am hoping, the first of November, to be able to measure the uncompleted section between
Sugarloaf and Saddleback.
October 15,1938. Myron Avery to Charles W. Morse, Atlantic, Mass.
Dear Mr. Morse:
1 assume that you duly received my letter from Lubec, asking if you had any information as to
the exact measurement on the Mahoosuc Trail of the point where the Maine-New Hampshire
Line crosses it. I thought that I had better make sure that the letter had been received by you.
I have not yet received the results of the barometric measurements made on Old Speck Mountain.
October 20, 1936. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
I cannot find any information yet about this map which you have just sent me, and which map I
will return at a later date unless you want it right away. The W.E.L.S. towns, north of the towns
N.B.K.P., were laid out by Isaac Small and Noah Barker about 1850 according to their report. I
note that this map has barracks indicated at a point on the Canada road, which would show that it
was made after the Aroostook war. This tracing coincides with the W.E.L.S. towns laid out by
Barker. The inscriptions on the map, indicating the property owners and the names of the brooks
and rivers, do not look like Barker's work so I think it is a copy by somebody else of towns that
Barker laid out. I will try and look around a little further. What kind of a book did you find this
map in at Huston's?
With reference to publicity on the Trail, I wish to commend to your attention Mr. Phillip W.
Hussey of North Berwick. He is an enthusiastic winter sportsman and summer hiker, having been
up Mt. Katahdin four or five times and Mt. Blanc and several other European mountains while in
Europe. He is in the structural iron and steel business, specializing right at this moment in steel
work for ski jump take-offs.
October 20, 1936. Ray Viles, Principal Foreman, Rangeley C.C.C. Camp, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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I am very sorry to inform you that I was unable to complete the small piece of Trail between
Spaulding and Sugarloaf Mts., a distance of about two miles. We had a very bad rainstorm
during the past weekend and I had to bring my crew into the Main Camp. Under existing
regulations, I will be unable to take out another tenting crew this year.
If it is possible, I will take out two or three of my Foreman and complete the Trail through the
above points.
{Copy Sewall, Greene}
October 20, 1936. A. J. Huston, Bookseller, Portland, Maine, to Myron Avery
My dear Mr. Avery:
We now have the following items, which may interest you.
Farrar, C.A.J. Farrar’s Map of Northern Maine. Moosehead Lake and Vicinity, Sebec Lake and
the headwaters of the Kennebec Penobscot and St. John Rivers. Copyright 1884. Folded into
16mo, cloth covers. Price, $2.00.
Farrar’s New Map of the Dead River Region, and the headwaters of the Connecticut,
Magalloway, Androscoggin, Sandy and Dead Rivers, showing all routes (railroad, stage and,
steamboat) county and wood roads, hotels and camps. Corrected to July, 1892. Folded into 16mo,
cloth covers. Price, $2.00.
October 21, 1936. John P. Vose, Bangor, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I was surprised to discover you in the “Maine Woods” a year or two ago. I have been interested
in the fine work you have sponsored here in Maine. It would be a pleasure for me to help if
possible, but as I know no one who seems to be interested in this vicinity I thought you might tell
me how one becomes a member of the A.M.C. or the Trail Conference, the distinction between
them being not clear to me.
Is K. S. Boardman whose name appears on some of your literature my friend of the Bowdoin
class of 1921?
One of the foresters working on the trail over Sugarloaf way has just told me what great progress
is being made. I am on my way there next spring.
A year ago, as a result of your article in the “Maine Woods” I started from Dead River for
Stratton over the summits of Bigelow. It was a 12 hour trip—the trail was spotted but not
bushed out and the flies were thick. It was one of the hardest trips I ever made, but well worth it.
October 22, 1936. Myron Avery to Dan Wight
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Dear Mr. Wight:
I neglected to write you to say that the barometer arrived safely and I found it here on my return
from the west coast. As I have not received any letter from you about the results of your
experience with the barometer, I thought I would write you to see if, by any chance, you have
written a letter and it might have gone astray.
October 22, 1936. Myron Avery to H. S. MacNeil, Greenville CCC Camp
Dear Mr. MacNeil:
You certainly gave me a very detailed report on the new trail in the Gulf. I greatly appreciate
your pains in making this sketch, which gives me the information which is required.
The new route should be extremely interesting and you deserve a great deal of commendation for
your efforts in this connection.
I am enclosing a rough account of the trail data as I have prepared it from your sketch, and I
would appreciate your looking it over and writing in any corrections or additional matter which
you think might well be inserted.
October 26, 1936. Ron Gower to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Quite a letter I've written you so far!
The middle initial stands for Lee, and your apologies and resolutions for the future are duly
accepted.
Thank you for your kind words about the Katahdin trip.
The Bigelow trip was run, but the registration was so very small that it had to be put on as a
private party in order to show no loss to the Club. We got up there Sat. eve, climbed Bigelow via
AT Sunday, lunched in the tower in a thick fog and high wind, returning via Parson's. We then
climbed aboard the car and ran up by the Chain of Ponds to Canada and return. If you have never
been over that road by all means try it. It's a unique outfit (unus, one; equs, horse, that is to say,
one horse) The scenery is well worth the effort. We returned in time for supper. The next day we
planned to do the Little Bigelow trail. It dawned beautifully, then suddenly degenerated into a
series of rain squalls for a couple of hours, followed by a half hour blizzard of great intensity.
The temperature then dropped well below freezing in an hour or two. Somewhat bewildered by
the weather, and not wishing to get soaked with no time to dry out our wet gear, we contented
ourselves by walking over the little dam at the Ledge House and up on the ridge toward West
Carry Pond until lunch, after which we started back home in a gale of wind. They do have
weather in northern Maine in the fall of the year.
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Thank you for reminding me of the 50th anniversary. Something must be done about that.
The B. & A. were not very gracious about receiving my first Katahdin manuscript in 1931,
although presented by their former treasurer for many years.
I do not see how I can get away to go to Saddleback next Sat. Don’t coax me or I shall go, and I
ought not to.
P. S. The R. L. M. Underhills have a child, born last month. Latest advices indicate that it is not
to be named Myron. What do we do now?
{Copy to Chas. Warner}
October 26, 1936. Fred Clifford, Clifford’s Sporting Camps, to Miss Marion Park.
[Difficult hand-writing as usual]
Dear Madam:
I am sending you map with trail to Rainbow Mt. marked, which I hope will be plain to you. It is
quite a good view for a small mountain, see all of the lower lakes for 25 or so miles or below
Millinocket—from the western point which is the highest you can see Joe Merry Mt., Spencer
Mt. on Moosehead as well as a fine view of all of Katahdin.
I have some news for you and Mr. Avery which I think will interest you all Appalachian
members. I have [taken?] over the Boynton Camp at the foot of the lake and am going to make a
good place out of it, but it will take quite a long time. Also I think the trail to the river can be
shortened by a mile or two, as they didn’t go the way we tried to tell them. Have been over it
quite a bit while hunting. Ought to save an hour of hard traveling.
We have had 16 hunters so far. Will have quite a few more next month. Will be here until around
Thanksgiving.
We had Dr. Morgon and daughter of your city about 3 weeks.
October 26, 1936. Robert Moore to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am very sorry that Mrs. Moore and I were not in Pasadena when you arrived in California, so
that we could have given you an invitation to visit us.
As I do not have my files here, I am not certain to whom my letter was addressed in the
Department of the Interior, but am positive it was sent to whatever address you gave me. I would
like to ask one question.
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Are you willing to confirm the statement, made some time ago in one of your letters to me, that
the earliest reference to the mountain, a certain early map, gave the name as "Borestone"? Any
further interest on my part in the matter naturally would depend upon your reply.
I greatly appreciate your invitation to join you on one of your one day trips. Such time as I have
been able to take from my, duties here, has been given to getting Mrs. Moore out of doors for
exercise, as she is now recovering from a rather long indisposition.
October 27, 1936. Dan Wight [Old Speck Mt. fire tower watchman], 85 Alexander St.,
Framingham, Mass., to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
{Ron. Please send to W. D. Greene, 3823 212th St., Bayside, Long Island, N.Y.} {Walter—
Return to Avery}
Dear Mr. Avery:
For some time I have had the Old Spec Mt. elevation data written up but did not know just where
to mail it. Upon receiving your recent letter I have decided to send it to you at that address. My
address is now removed from Me. to Mass., as you will see. I am attending a Diesel Engineering
School in Boston.
The Data taken with the barometer on the first two days (especially Sept. 13) may be the most
inaccurate because it was following a spell of rainy weather and conditions and pressures were
changing. Also I was a bit green at manipulating the instrument. I do think the last two days
readings may be O.K. because U. S. Weather Bureau reports via Radio gave conditions as quite
normal. I realize a longer duration of readings would give a better average to judge from but I
was called off duty on Sept. 20. I was very glad to do this thing. The experience was very
instructive and interesting. Am relieved to hear the barometer is safe in your hands.
I would say it is 25 miles from my house in No. Newry (Lou Wights) to Rumford. Have
measured it quite a few times with the car. That is the usual answer given tourists who inquire in
that vicinity.
A short time ago I received from your secretary, I believe, the write-up of the Maine trail. It will
be of great use in the future and it has already. Thank you for that and the many other papers,
guides, maps etc. I hope to be able to repay you and the A.M.C. by carrying out the wishes you
have as to painting the Maine end of the Mahoosuc Range, Baldpate signs, etc. I was unable to
do that paint job before I left but will try to do it and at the first opportunity.
Quite a while ago you asked for a description of the Ledge Trail which I swamped out last
summer. I would suggest this description not be incorporated in a write up until I have time to
do a bit more work on it. It is followable but could be more clear where it passes thru the boxravines and scrubby places on the ledges. However if you could make this clear it might be O.K.
to include it in a guide.
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I have named this trail “The East Spur Trail” for my own convenience. Possibly you could
suggest a better one. Before I begin the description I think I’ll make clear that this trail does not
permit through passage from top to base of the Mt. It is an alternate route from the Summit to
the Fire Warden’s Camp on the M.F.S. and A.M.C. (combined) trail. I can always seem to
express my ideas with a sketch so I think I’ll try one on a separate sheet to give you an idea of
where this trail goes. Also including a rough description. I really feel guilty sending such a
collection of trash but if it will help to make clear what I have done you are welcome to it.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1936 – Compiled by David Field – Page

258

November 3, 1936. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
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Dear Jim:
I wanted to ask about two things. Have you ever had an opportunity to speak to the Brown
Company about the matter of the three lean-tos on the Brown Company land on the Mahoosuc
Range, which are not officially declared public campsites, and as to which Mr. Stubbs did not
want to proceed without some evidence of authorization, and as to which the A.M.C. were afraid
to make the request lest it stirred up matters. You will also remember that you were going to let
me have some of the photos which you had taken.
As you know, the Portland-Press-Herald pays 50 cents for every photo that it uses and this has
been a source of revenue to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. I am trying to get in some
additional photos for use in this connection.
I will write you a more complete report on the Bigelow Village. Me. Highway 4 section of the
trail, which I just measured. The route is excellent and the job has been well done, but there
remains a great deal to do. Confidentially, it would seem to me that the efficiency of the
Rangeley Camp and the quality of the entire route might be improved if there was some way of
checking up the things which Viles expects to do and apparently overlooks. I have in mind such
things as his expectation to have the marking from Me. Highway 4 to Saddleback put in firstclass order. You will recall it had been very much messed up by the volunteer painting in 1934,
and after my first trip to Rangeley last fall, we put in a demonstration area and Viles expected to
have this section re-marked.
I will make out a list of the work required to put the trail in this section in first-class order and
send it to you within 2 or 8 days. By using this list as a sort of tickler next spring, it may be
possible to get these various items attended to. The result would be an immeasurable
improvement in the route. I suggest you wait until 1 can get my other letter written before doing
anything in connection with my suggestion.
November 5, 1936. Clair Sawtelle, Mahwah, N.J., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
At the request of Mr. Walter D. Greene I am sending herewith the Katahdin negatives you asked
for. Some of these negatives were taken by my hiking companion, E. C. Gould, an attorney at
160 Broadway, N. Y. city, and as you want them for publication I have indicated Gould’s
ownership on the respective prints. I have also changed your caption on the waterfall from
“Little Wilson” to its proper title, “Katahdin Falls.” Some of these pictures will be submitted for
publication in the next issue of the “Maine Woods,” so I shall appreciate the return of the
negatives as soon as you are through with them.
I was at Katahdin in September, and arrived at Chimney Pond the day after you left. Sorry I
didn’t have the pleasure of meeting you.
November 5, 1936. Myron Avery to Robert Moore
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I regret that a reply to your letter of October 26th has been delayed by reason of my absence
from Washington.
I am a bit puzzled by the third paragraph of your letter. 1 cannot recall having referred to any
authority in any correspondence with you which was not set out in the footnote at pages 81 and
82 of the Maine Guidebook, which lists the various usages. I Judge, therefore, that you were
attempting to recall the reference which appeared in that particular note. This is the thing to
which I called the attention of the Geographical Board, and, upon reviewing the note, I assume
that what you have in mind is the name of the cut of the mountain appearing at page 80 of C. T.
Jackson's Third Annual Report on the Geology of the State of Maine, 1839.
I hope that you will find it convenient to join the Club on one of its trips. The one which we have
scheduled for this week-end is particularly attractive.
If you are in this neighborhood, I should be very glad to have you drop in. My office is Room
5524 Commerce Building.
November 5, 1936. Gordon Hunt to Myron Avery via American Radio Relay League
Radiogram
Ray plans not to cut trail this fall stop Four inches snow this morning.
{In Avery’s hand: “4 days after completion trail trip.”}
November 6, 1936. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
I am reporting that I have completed measuring the Trail in Maine. Our total official mileage via
the Dead River Route is 260.9 miles. The Arnold Trail increases the length approximately 4
miles.
With the help of Gordon Hunt, I covered the unmeasured section from Bigelow Village to
Saddleback. It is 12 3/4 miles from Bigelow Village to the old railroad crossing on Orbeton
Stream and 7.2 miles from there to the firetower on Saddleback. I ran into a snow storm on top
and a wind that blew so hard that I could hardly keep the wheel on the ground. There was just
snow enough to make the whole locality very spectacular. I was amazed at the view from
Sugarloaf. Of course, we always say that every mountain has an extraordinary and unexpected
view, but due to its height and the fact that none of the surrounding peaks block out the view, it
seems to me to give one of the farthest-flung panoramas in all the State. It is a matter of real
regret to me that we do not have adequate photographs from Sugarloaf and Saddleback.
Incidentally, this region fully met my expectations as to difficulty of travel and the roughness of
trail construction.
Here is the situation as to the completion of the work. From the summit of Sugar loaf at 4.45
miles to the north base of Spaulding Mountain, the C.C.C. did not work. The route through here
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was roughly blazed by Helon Taylor and can be followed, although it is a jungle of down logs.
Some of this section has been painted and by reason of the tote road to the lumber camps which
is used for two miles east from Orbeton Stream, considerable work will undoubtedly be required
next spring. In view of the weather conditions--some of which we experienced--and the necessity
for some very real work, it would seem to me hardly worthwhile for Viles to carry out his
expressed intention of taking a special crew in there to open up these two miles. So much would
still remain to do in the way of marking, etc., before this section is really usable, that it would
seem to me to involve unnecessary hardship unless there is an immediate probability of the
Rangeley Camp not being continued.
There is about half a mile on Saddleback, just east of the tower, where some cutting in the scrub
remains to be done. The cairns on Saddleback are well built but are too far apart to be of help in
a fog and it is only under such conditions cairns are necessary at all. It is vital that the whole two
miles of exposed slopes on the mountain be gone over and adequate cairns built. I consider the
marking from Orbeton Stream to Saddleback as perfect. I have no suggestions to offer. It shows
the progress which has been made in this respect and which I hope will continue. The marking is,
to my mind, one of the most vital points of the trail program and I have been very much
delighted with the increasing improvement culminating in the work done on the west slope of
Saddleback.
Incidentally, I feel that the route finally utilized is very satisfactory. It traverses all of Saddleback
and the side trail to Mt. Abraham will take care of the desirability of including this feature in the
route.
I gave very considerable thought to the question of the location of lean-tos which should be very
close together in this section because of the difficulty in travel. I am recommending three leantos in this section which I think will meet the problem. As I am revising the Maine Guidebook
now that the trail has been completed, I would like to insert these structures as lean-tos which are
expected to be built in 1937 and I assume that it would be possible for Mr. Viles to go over my
suggestions and advise as to whether or not he concurs so that we will not have any
discrepancies in the Guidebook. Our last northern lean-to is at The Horns Pond, 7 miles from
Bigelow Village. Going south, the last water on the east slope of Sugarloaf is at 1.8 m. At .8 m.,
south of Sugarloaf and Spaulding, is the spring where the C.C.C. boys camped. This is the next
water and a lean-to here would serve as a base for a trip to Mt. Abraham. (None of the sources of
water at the clearings of the old lumber camps seemed to be permanent.)
Continuing from this spring, which I have called the Spaulding Mountain Lean-to, the next
available site seems to be in the saddle on the southeast side of Saddleback Junior at a rather well
pronounced brook 3-1/3 miles from Orbeton Stream, or about 8 miles from the Spaulding
Mountain Lean-to. From this Saddleback Junior Lean-to it is about 8 miles to the Piazza Rock
Lean-to. This seems to me to be as good a spacing of the lean-tos as can be worked out in this
area and I gave this problem considerable thought in going over the area. I would appreciate
being advised if Mr. Viles concurs in this, so that I can proceed accordingly in preparing the
Guidebook description.
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I thought it would be of help if I listed the work which needs to be done on the Trail in this
region. This is in addition to the list I sent you some time ago. I want to emphasize as much as
possible the necessity for Mr. Viles carrying out the plan which I understand he intended to put
in execution this fall; that is, have some experienced person, probably a foreman, go over the
entire Trail route and eliminate the various deficiencies in marking, etc., with which he is
familiar and to which I have previously referred. Doing this is just the difference between a highgrade route and one which would present considerable difficulties.
The next important thing is to send a crew in for a day's work east of West Carry Pond where
lumbering has completely obliterated a right angle turn and the choppings would require half a
day’s work from three or four men to open up the route. I understand that some people were lost
on this thing last year. I wrote about this previously. It is, to my mind, vital that these two jobs as
well as the adequate marking of Saddleback should be placed at the head of the Trail work
calendar for next year.
I feel that Mr. Viles and the Camp are to be very much congratulated upon the success of this
season’s work and the nearness we have come toward opening the route in Maine. If we are able
to carry out our plans for next year, we should have a very high grade route.
Apparently the lumbering operations which are utilizing the Houghton truck road will eventually
reach west across the Trail route to Four Ponds. There is some magnificent spruce in here but a
great deal of it is dead. I wonder if you think you could do anything in the way of getting Mr.
Furbish at Rangeley, who is in charge of the lumber company, to leave a stretch of timber close
to the Trail, or would you prefer not to undertake the problem?
I am enclosing carbons of this letter and list so that you can forward them to Mr. Viles and any
others to whom you wish.
Helon Taylor went with me from Bigelow Village to Orbeton Stream and we slept, or spent the
night, at Savage's Lumber Camps on Orbeton Stream.
November, 1936.
LIST OF TRAIL WORK REQUIRED IN WESTERN MAINE (SUPPLEMENTARY TO LIST
PREVIOUSLY SENT MR. SEWALL)
1. Have experienced foreman cover Trail from Grafton Notch to Mt. Saddleback to eliminate the
various difficulties in marking which are known to Mr. Viles.
2. Send crew to West Carry Pond to remove the choppings which obliterate the route.
3. Saddleback Mountain, from Me. Highway No. 4 to top of Saddleback, requires a first-class
repainting job.
4. Summit of Saddleback should be adequately cairned by building strong, large cairns at
intervals of two cairns between the existing ones.
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5. Half a mile east of tower on Saddleback needs to be completed and painted; one eight-foot
ladder required here.
6. White paint blazes required on route from Bigelow Village to bridge over Orbeton Stream,
special care being given to the lumbered area east of Orbeton Stream and the old tote road.
7. The side trails to the cave and to the lookout point on Piazza Rock at Piazza Rock Lean-to
should be painted blue.
8. All shelters should be provided with an outhouse and a pit for the deposit of tin cans, etc., and
the sleeping space of each shelter fitted out with bough beds.
9. Construction of side trail to Mt. Abraham and building of Sugarloaf, Spaulding, and
Saddleback Junior Lean-tos.
10, Clearing of Trail west of Houghton truck road to Four Ponds, (I understand that the projected
road will not interfere with the Trail here and the painted route can be cleared, as it seems
apparent that lumbering operations this year will not reach this area.)
November 6, 1936. Myron Avery to The Editor, Long Trail News, Green Mountain Club,
Rutland, Vermont
Dear Sir:
Could you insert the following notice in some future issue of the Bulletin? –
”Suspension of work on the Appalachian Trail in Maine found, at the end of 1936, that
the 265 miles of the Appalachian Trail across the State had been completed with the
exception of 2 miles between Mts. Sugarloaf and Spaulding. Here, the route has been
roughly blazed. The Trail between Bigelow Village and Orbeton Stream (12 miles) has
not yet been marked and additional marking is required on Saddleback. The building of
additional lean-tos and further improvement of the route is contemplated by the CCC in
1937. Pending the publication of the third edition of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE, inquiries as to the new Trail should be addressed to The Appalachian
Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C.”
November 6, 1936. Myron Avery to Miss Adelaide Meserve, Executive Secretary,
Appalachian Mountain Club,
Dear Miss Meserve:
Could you insert the following notice in some future issue of the bulletin?-”Suspension of work on the Appalachian Trail in Maine found, at the end of 1936, that
the 265 miles of the Appalachian Trail across the State had been completed with the
exception of 2 miles between Mts. Sugarloaf and Spaulding. Here, the route has been
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roughly blazed. The Trail between Bigelow Village and Orbeton Stream (12 miles) has
not yet been marked and additional marking is required on Saddleback. The building of
additional lean-tos and further improvement of the route is contemplated by the CCC in
1937. Pending the publication of the third edition of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE, inquiries as to the new Trail should be addressed to The Appalachian
Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C.”
November 7, 1936. Myron Avery to Dan Wight
Dear Mr. Wight:
I am sending you, rather hurriedly, a carbon copy of the insert which I want to use in the Old
Spec trail data. You will appreciate that, to make it conform with the rest of the data, I have to
make some changes in the description which you have furnished me, and I would like to have
you check this over and make the necessary corrections. It would help me greatly if you could
return it to me promptly.
I have written you about the other matters under separate cover.
November 7, 1936. Myron Avery to Wolcott Cutler, Cambridge, Mass.
Dear Mr. Cutler:
As a matter of curiosity, the enclosed trail data with respect to Mt. Sugarloaf may be of interest
to you. Helen Taylor and I measured the route just a short time ago. With the exception of 2
miles between Sugarloaf and Spaulding, where the route is only roughly blazed, the trail in
Maine (265 miles) is now completed.
I wanted to add your article on Sugarloaf to the Bibliography of the Trail route in the Maine
Guide. I regret to have to say that, in some way, I have misplaced the references and the copies
of the very interesting article on your trip which you sent me some time ago. You also sent us
some cuts.
I suppose it is too much to hope that you would have available now an additional copy which
you could let me have for the A.T. Conference records.
Mr. Taylor spoke very frequently of your trip and, with the weather conditions which prevailed,
it certainly was a very considerable accomplishment.
Nov. 7, 1936. Robert Moore to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:Many thanks for your good letter of Nov.,5th.
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As I said previously, I do not have my correspondence with you here. Please advise if the name
"Borestone" appears in Jackson's Third Annual Report of 1839 and is this definitely the earliest
record of the use of the name? I have prepared a letter to Mr. Martin and wish to so state, if it is
correct.
Now that Mrs. Moore is improving, we are spending the week-ends in visiting about Washington.
Please advise me more concerning the trips that you speak of. Have you a bulletin of them?
When the pressure lets up a little bit, I shall be glad to see you.
November 8, 1936. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I have your letter of the 3rd inst. I have never had an opportunity to say anything about the
matter of lean-tos. Send me a sketch showing their exact location or the location as near as you
can, so I will have something definite to go on, then I will talk to Lockyer about it first.
I haven’t had time to pick out the photographs. I will. But I am leaving on the early train
tomorrow and will be gone this coming week. After that I hope to have more time.
Was over to college to the Bowdoin-Maine game yesterday. It was a brilliant exhibition of football, good crowd, and a fine game. You ought to have been there.
Send me in the list of work to be done when you get around to it. Get it in, however, before the
first of the year because we often have to draw up our Work Plans in a hurry.
With regard to the matter at Rangeley. That is a chronic trouble but I don't know how to change
it. Will tell you more about it sometime when I see you.
November 10, 1936. Myron Avery to Dan Wight
Dear Mr. Wight:
The delay in replying to your letter of October 27th was due to the fact that I was away from
Washington, at which time I had an opportunity to measure the balance of the Trail between
Bigelow Village and Mt. Saddleback. The route In Maine is now finished except for two miles
on the slope of Mt. Sugarloaf. Here it is roughly blazed so that one can get through. The Trail
between Bigelow Village and Orbeton Stream, some twelve miles, still has to be marked and
considerable improvement work will need to be done next year.
I have taken the trail description for the alternate route which you sent me and I am incorporating
it into the description of the main trail. My suggestion is that this should be treated as all side
trails and blue-blazed.
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We have used the name “East Spur Trail” as you suggest. We shall appreciate very much your
bearing in mind to fix up the entrance to the Trail near the Grafton Notch Lean-to and complete
the white blazed marking next spring. I have studied your report on the elevation of Old Speck
with a great deal of interest. It is a little surprising to me, because 1 had thought that the
mountain would prove to be lower than 4250 feet, because most estimates are exaggerated. It
really looks as if Old Speck has an excellent chance of displacing Sugarloaf, with its 4237 feet,
as the second highest in Maine. There does not seem to be any possibility of the Geological
Survey getting in that region to run levels to the top so there will still remain a question for
controversy.
It might interest you to know of the distinction between the Appalachian Trail Conference and
the Appalachian Mountain Club. The Conference is a federation of various organizations which
are maintaining the Trail. It has club and individual members. As the Guidebook describes, the
Trail in Maine is cared for by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. The route from the Old Speck
Fire tower was, as you know, originally cut and is maintained by the Appalachian Mountain
Club, the A.M.C. So there is a difference between the A.T.C. and the A.M.C.
Incidentally, when the Maine Appalachian Trail Club has its next meeting, I intend to propose
your name as a member. As you will have noted, the only qualification for membership is to
have rendered service to the Trail route. You have certainly done that and we count on your
continued interest in the future. I am enclosing a release which tells about these activities.
November 10, 1936. J. F. Schairer, Secretary, MATC, to Fred L. Hutchins, Stratton, Maine
Dear Mr. Hutchins:
You will recall that some time ago you wrote me in response to my letter that you would be very
glad to make the signs which I specified for the connection of the Arnold and Dead River routes.
I have talked to Mr. Avery and I understand that he has finished measuring the Trail in that
particular area and that it is 4.44 m. to Sugarloaf and 7.13 m. to Spaulding, and that it will be
approximately 10.6 m. to Mt. Abraham when the side trail is finished. I am giving you these
distances, in the event that there are any blanks on the signs which you have. We shall be very
much interested to know if you will be able to furnish the signs.
You wrote of your interest in photographs and the number of pictures you have taken. I hope you
may find an opportunity to take some pictures this fall from Sugarloaf, as I understand that the
views from here are particularly fine. They certainly will be a very great addition to our
photographic collection and the clearness of the autumn weather, and if the peaks are touched
with snow, will make the pictures very much worthwhile. In view of your expression of
willingness to help the Club, I thought I would mention this to you, in case you might find an
opportunity to do something along this line.
November 10. 1936. Wolcott Cutler, St. John’s Rectory, Charlestown, Mass., to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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I am pleased to receive your letter of Nov. 7 and the enclosed carbon copy of your description of
the final 12 miles of the A.T. in Maine.
I happens that I do have a copy of my original article in “Wings of Love” for Oct., 1932
describing the exploratory trip from August Camp up Mt. Sugarloaf with a reproduction of the
view from the summit. I enclose this. The half-tone cut itself I mailed to you Mar. 10, 1934.
You acknowledged on Mar. 12 receiving this cut and asked me if you might keep it, since your
committee was without the means to pay the 1/3 of its cost as I had suggested. I wrote on Mar.
14 inviting you to keep the cut with my complements.
I here enclose also a copy of my article in “Wings of Love” for March 1934 about going over the
new Sugarloaf and Mt. Bigelow trails in February with Helon Taylor and Mr. Phillips. The half
tone cut that was used for this article I am keeping myself, but I did send you the original
photograph from which it had been made. I shall always be glad to furnish you with reprints (at
cost) of the photographs taken by me on either of my two Sugarloaf trips.
I have given to the AMC Lantern Slide department with my compliments 31 uncolored lantern
slides made from the best of my photographs on these two expeditions, together with some brief
lecture notes to describe the same.
The price of making a new half-tone, fine screen copper plate of the 10 x 2 ¾ in. cut of the view
from summit of Sugarloaf in August, 1932 would be $6.60. A slightly coarser screen cut on zinc
would cost only $4.00. Fortunately I have never destroyed the fairly expensive composite
enlargement (from 4 small negatives) from which this cut was first made.
I shall always be much interested in the good work of the AT Conference, and glad to be of any
service possible.
I am keeping the detailed account of the Orbeton Stream to Bigelow Village section of the A.T.,
but I will return it to you at any time you need or care for it.
November 10, 1936. Myron Avery to Robert Moore
Dear Mr. Moore;
I have your letter of November 7th. I am sorry that my letter of November 5th was not clear in
stating that the form "Borestone" appeared in the Jackson Survey Report. I certainly intended to
make this clear.
If I read your letter correctly, you are attempting to establish that this is the earliest printed
reference to any form of name for the mountain. I doubt if I ever thought that I had determined
the first reference of this sort to the mountain unless it was in the Chadwick Survey, which, of
course, has no bearing on the problem here. If you have in mind determining this point, which
would seem to require very extensive investigation, you are fortunate in having the facilities of
the Library of Congress available.
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The trips to which I have referred are described in the Bulletin of the Potomac Appalachian Trail
Club. Our General Secretary, Miss Fulkerson, tells me that a copy was mailed to you, and we
shall be most happy to have you join us on any of the listed trips. The one last week-end was
particularly pleasant.
November 10, 1936. Myron Avery to The Superintendent, C.C.C. Camp, Camden, Maine
Dear Sir:
The Appalachian Trail Conference publishes a GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE, which includes a chapter on Katahdin. In order that we may have the latest information
for the revision of this Guide, which is now in the process of preparation, I am writing to ask if
you would advise me whether the CCC Camp at Katahdin has completed its work and has been
withdrawn. If so, could you advise me as to what work was accomplished?
I was in that locality in the early part of September, and my inquiry relates to what has been done
subsequent to that time.
We shall greatly appreciate the help which you can give us.
cc Sewall
November 10, 1936. Myron Avery to Mr. H. F. Ross, Rockland, Maine
Dear Mr. Ross:
I have your letter of November 5th and I appreciate your comments upon the Katahdin editorial.
I do feel that a solution of part of the difficulties lies within the State and requires action from the
Baxter Park Commission. The problems dealt with in my notes are not such as can be solved at
Washington, unless the land passes into Federal ownership.
The other aspect of the matter, increasing the size of the Park, is, of course, a Federal matter. The
question would seem to be what effect Maine's vote would have on the attitude of Federal
authorities since Governor Brann will be no longer in a position to press the matter.
I certainly heartily approve of your suggestion to show the article to Guy Gannett, personally,
with the thought of inducing him to use it editorially in the Sunday Telegraph and then follow up
the campaign. This seems to be a most effective method, if it can be accomplished.
I shall be very glad to know the results of your interview with Mr. Gannett. Perhaps, on the basis
of the facts contained in these notes, the present or incoming Government might be induced to
bring pressure to bear on the Baxter Park Commission to attend to these problems.
cc Mr. Sewall
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November 10, 1936. Myron Avery to John P. Vose, Bangor, Maine
Dear John:
1 have been delayed in answering your very welcome letter of October 21st, as I was in Maine.
In fact, I measured the last section of the 265 Miles of Trail in Maine--from Bigelow Village to
Mt. Saddleback. This, as you will remember, is just to the south of where you pioneered on the
route and it is a wild, rugged country and very difficult to travel. It seemed to me that in making
the trip over Mt. Bigelow before the Trail was put in final shape, that you were undertaking quite
an initial venture. It would be much easier to start from Katahdin and follow the sporting camps
south. The day’s trip increases as you become hardened to travel.
I have sent to you, under separate cover, some of our Appalachian Trail Conference literature. I
am not surprised that you are not clear as to the distinction between the Appalachian Mountain
Club and the Appalachian Trail Conference. The latter is a loose federation of Clubs,
organizations, and individuals interested in the Trail project. Separate clubs maintain various
sections of the route. The Trail Conference has a Class D Membership which is described in the
literature which I have sent you. I also included some of my reports detailing recent activities.
The Appalachian Mountain Club maintains the trails across the White Mountains in New
Hampshire and as you may know, has a very extensive hut system. Its headquarters are at 5 Joy
Street, Boston, and it is the largest and oldest mountaineering club in the country. It publishes a
monthly Bulletin and a large illustrated Journal twice a year containing feature articles. You can
obtain information about the Appalachian Mountain Club by writing to Miss Adelaide Meserve.
Executive Secretary, 5 Joy Street.
Our informal activities in Maine have resulted in the formation of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club. I am enclosing a newspaper release of some time ago relative to the Maine Club. It is, as
you will appreciate, a very loose organization brought into existence for supervising the work in
the State. We are very anxious to increase our membership in the State. Some time when you are
in Old Town, you might talk with Mr. Sewall, the C.C.C. Forester, who has been in charge of the
Trail project, or with Forest Supervisor Stubbs in Augusta. Mr. Stobie’s interest is more nominal
and I think it would be much more satisfactory to talk with Mr. Stubbs or Mr. Sewall.
I am hoping that some time in the near future I can show at Bangor the slides on the Appalachian
Trail. I have had some correspondence with Don Higgins on this subject. There is a great deal
which you and others in the State can do to help and the opportunities will certainly be manifest
as the Trail project develops.
You are right in thinking that K. S. Boardman is of the class of 1921. He is with the Securities
and Exchange Commission and is very much interested and active in the Trail work.
The C.C.C. trail work has certainly given the State a Trail which, to my mind, is unequaled in
any other section. We hope next year to be able to make considerable improvements on the route.
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When you have had a chance to digest the literature sent to you and perhaps seen either Mr.
Sewall or Mr. Stubbs, we can work out some tangible way of tying in your interest with the
project.
I shall hope to see you that next time I am in Bangor.
November 11, 1936. E. S. Marsh, Editor of News, The Green Mountain Club, to Myron
Avery
Dear Sir:I am enclosing a copy of the last Long Trail News, containing the substance of a notice received
from you. I did not have space for the entire note, but believe inserted the essential part of it.
I have your notice of Nov. 6, and it will appear in the next issue of the News, to appear in
December.
November 11, 1936. Myron Avery to Given L. Gardner, Game Warden, Millinocket, Maine
My dear Mr. Gardner:
I have your letter of November 5th, and as you have requested, I am enclosing a copy of the Trail
Conference map from Katahdin to the East Branch. I hope you will find it of interest and we
shall be glad to have you point out any errors in it which occur to you.
Several of the game wardens in the western part of the State, including Helon Taylor, Smart,
Phillips, and Gray, have manifested much interest in the Appalachian Trail project and have
helped us to a very considerable extent in that region.
November 13, 1936. Myron Avery to Wolcott Cutler
Dear Mr. Cutler:
Thank you very much for your response of November 10th to my inquiry. The copies of your
articles have gone in to the Appalachian Trail Scrapbooks, which are in excess of 12 volumes
and contain practically everything written on the Trail. This means that they will always be
available for reference.
I remember very well the sequence of the correspondence to which you refer. If I conveyed the
impression that I was unable to locate the Sugarloaf cut which you kindly permitted us to retain,
I am sorry, for the situation is that, we have this out available for use as the occasion arises.
I have never seen the slides which you presented to the Appalachian Mountain Club but I should
think that they would be of very considerable interest. I shall have to look at them when I am
next in Boston, to see how many of them fit into the illustrated lecture on the Appalachian Trail
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which the Conference has. The Maine end is represented by about a dozen slides but we have
nothing on the western end.
I am enclosing a copy of the last report of the Trail Conference.
I hope that you will find an opportunity soon to return to this region, for I think you will find the
new trail very much to your liking.
I regret to say that, by misunderstanding, the Blbliography section of the revision of the Maine
Guide was typed before your articles arrived, so that they will miss the Bibliography on the third
edition, but we can include them in the next edition. We print this Guidebook by photographic
printed pages, and to insert additional titles means the retyping of the entire Bibliography, and as
this is volunteer work, I am loathe to ask that it be done again. I regret the situation in view of
your kindness to us and trust that you will appreciate our difficulties.
November 14, 1936. Everett F. Greaton, Maine Development Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I wonder if you could tell me the present status of the Appalachian Trail in Maine. I have heard
rumors that it was completed. We want to give it some publicity when it is completed.
November 15, 1936. Daniel Wight to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
The two copies of your description of the Old Spec. East Spur Trail I have checked over and
made a few suggestive changes.
In one place I underlined blue paint because at present it is marked with red paint. However I do
understand that the A.M.C. side trails are marked with blue and it will be well to mark that one
likewise. I will attempt to do that at the earliest possible opportunity. Another thing just entered
my mind—as to the relative ease with which this East Spur Trail can be ascended or descended, I
would suggest it be made clear in the final description that due to the parts which have not been
bushed out it would be much more advisable for persons with heavy packs to use the main trail.
At present it is more or less of a job to wriggle a pack thru those box-ravines and scrubby areas
but it can be done of course. Eventually I shall clear these places, provided of course I return as
watchman on Old Spec. At present it is not certain that I shall.
I have no information as to how Old Speck got its name. Of course you know of its being
changed from Speckled Mt. to Old Speck to distinguish it from other Mts. of the same name. I
do know (from reading a History of Bethel) that the mountain was for a long time known as
Lincoln Peak—in connection with the Presidential range. I have often thought it would be a
much better name and wondered if there would be any possibility of changing it.
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Next spring I shall be only too pleased to help by putting up signs and re-marking the entrance to
the Bald-Pate trail etc.
Until now I had a wrong idea of the letters A.M.C. with respect to A.T.C. Thanks to your very
good explanation I am now properly informed on that point.
It is also very kind of you to think of me in connection with becoming a member of the Maine
A.T.C. Needless to say I appreciate it greatly. I understand probably all names are not
suggested and accepted overnight, so to speak, but I am pleased to have been considered and
hope to be of help if accepted.
As to services rendered—I feel that is very little because having been brought up in the Wilds of
Maine it is most natural I should enjoy doing all I could to assist in promoting trails etc.
I hope to see Mr. Gower at Newton in the near future. Also I hope the time will come when I
shall have the pleasure of making your acquaintance, face to face.
November 16, 1936. Orman T. Cympher, Boston, to Walter Greene. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Greene:Received your letter when I returned from my vacation in Maine.
Some of the information you find on the maps I compiled was obtained from Thede and Fred
Douglass and as they were not used to reading maps the names of streams and camps may be in
the wrong location: Such as Coffee House Stream, [?] and Philbrook Camp, etc.
I have not checked them but may find time later.
Worked about all of my two weeks around camp.
Have arranged with Clarence Weymouth of Guilford to install heavy roofing paper on sleeping
camp and woodshed roofs next summer. Repaired and relined cook stove so it is good for some
time to come.
Am glad you find time to use the camps once in a while as it is better for camps and may help to
keep others from breaking in. Am inclosing a copy of my maps.
Hoping to meet you sometime. Will close.
{[In Avery’s hand] Maps (2) put in Me. A.T. map folder.}
November 16, 1936. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
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I have your letter of the 6th Inst. with report covering the work you have done. I think it is
dangerous to put in any lean-tos in the Guide Book unless they have been built, because we do
not yet know whether we can even get authority to do any work on the trail next year. Of course
you know that if we get authority we will attempt to do the work.
I rather doubt as to being able to get spruce spared along the Houghton Truck Trail.
I am forwarding your letter and suggestions to Viles and it will all come up in due time when we
draw the next Work Plans.
I return herewith Ross letter to you of the 5th inst.
CC: Ray Viles
{Copy Greene}
November 16, 1936. Myron Avery to Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission
Dear Mr. Greaton:
I have your letter of November 14, 1936, asking the present status of the Trail in Maine, saying
that you have heard rumors that it was completed, and wished to give it some publicity.
It is unnecessary for me to say that we should be extremely pleased to have the Development
Commission issue publicity on the Trail route. As you know, we feel that the CCC work has
given the State an outstanding recreational asset which should he publicized. You will appreciate
the limitations of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and that our efforts to attract proper
recognition to this project are decidedly handicapped. Hence, your suggestion greatly encourages
us.
I will outline the exact situation as to the Trail and you can make further inquiry on any points
that I have not sufficiently covered. It happens that I was on Saddleback, Sugarloaf and
Spaulding about two weeks ago, so I have the latest information.
Due to heavy winter storms, the CCC was obliged to discontinue work for 1936, with two miles
of Trail, between Mt. Sugarloaf and the south base of Mt. Spaulding uncompleted. As you
climbed Sugarloaf, you know exactly the locality to which I refer. These two miles have been
blazed so that the CCC crew could cut through, and while the going is rough, with very many
blowdowns, nevertheless I was able to take the measuring wheel through so as to complete the
obtaining of the trail data in Maine. By the Dead River route, the length of the Trail in Maine is
261 miles. By the alternate Arnold Trail route, also white blazed, extending from Pierce Pond to
Mt. Bigelow, the distance is 265 miles. However, additional marking and the building of cairns
is required on the two miles of open slopes on Mt. Saddleback, and the 12.75 miles of Trail
between Bigelow Village and Orbeton Stream (except for Mr. Taylor’s original marking to
Sugarloaf) had not been marked. Moreover, at least three lean-tos have to be built in this section.
Under the circumstances, we could hardly call the Trail in Maine "completed", although the
Rangeley Camp should finish the work early next summer. There are a number of other
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incidental things which need to be attended to between Saddleback and Grafton Notch, in order
to make it a first-class trail. There have been some other interesting developments during the
summer. The route over Moxie Bald was relocated by the Greenville Camp to avoid as much as
possible the disastrous aftermath of the Moxie Lake fire in 1932. The Trail between Nahmakanta
Stream and Pleasant River was standardized by the Greenville Camp. In addition, a new side trail
was cut along the top of the bank at the Gulf of the West Branch of Pleasant River, as a
substitute for the five parallel trails which penetrated to the most interesting sections of the Gulf.
This greatly improves the Trail here. In the western part of the state, six lean-tos were built this
year by the Rangeley CCC Camp. As you will appreciate, there is a radical difference in the
character of the terrain west of Mt. Bigelow. As far as Mt. Bigelow is a region of lakes, streams
and intermittent mountains, with accommodations available along the Trail route. West of Mt.
Bigelow, as you are aware, there are no lakes of any importance along the route and it is a rough,
rugged region of 4,000 foot peaks and a very wild region, requiring much exertion. With the
building of three more lean-tos, we will have a chain of lean-tos from Mt. Blgelow to the MaineNew Hampshire Line, at intervals of about 10 miles, thus caring for the problem in this section.
Incidentally, these lean-tos are public campsites and exempt from the requirement of the Guide
Law. Next summer, if all goes well, should see the Trail in a very high order of completion. Our
primary requirement is further publicity.
We have made several efforts, I regret to say unsuccessfully, to finance the publication of the
illustrated booklet on the Trail in Maine, the manuscript and photographs for which we
submitted to you. I fear that there will be some lag in the use of the Trail in Western Maine due
to our inability to sufficiently publicize the completion of the route and make available the
Guidebook data. If you will look at the Second Edition of the Guidebook, copy of which was
sent to you, you will note that, with, the exception of two sections, it really covers only from
Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow. Our experience demonstrates that travel on new trail routes will not set
in until about two years after detailed maps and Guidebook data are available. I have kept in
touch with the developments in Western Maine and I have today a complete manuscript for a
Third Edition of the Guidebook which will cover the entire State. However, we still have left for
sale 120 copies of the Second Edition. We need the money which will come from these sales, in
order to finance the appearance of the Third Edition. We have just paid the balance of the bill on
the old book. I assume that we will sell these off during the next year. It is, of course, to be
regretted that we must continue to sell the old edition, when the need is so urgent for the edition
which will cover the entire Trail, but it is absolutely essential, if the Guidebook is published by
the Trail Conference, that we have this surplus to insure the appearance of the Third Edition.
You will appreciate our financial difficulty.
Incidentally, the 1937 Appalachian Trail Conference is to be held in the Great Smoky Mountains
National Park for three days in June. However, at a meeting of the Board of Managers of the
Trail Conference, held in Washington two weeks ago, it was suggested that the 1939 meeting
should be held somewhere along the Trail route in Maine, and I was directed to report to the
Conference as to the feasibility of this proposal. I should be very glad to have any suggestions
which occur to you.
I appreciate that I have written at some length, but as your letter asks for the status of the project,
I have touched upon the points which occur to me. It is needless to say that we appreciate the
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assistance of the Development Commission in publicizing the Trail route, and I know you will
feel free to call upon me for any further information which you require.
cc Sewall, Greene, Sawyer, Flynt, Warner
Dear Flynt: I hope you will have an opportunity to let me hear from you about the suggested use
of the Silver Aisle in the Portland papers. You will recall that I wrote to you about this some
time ago.
November 17, 1936. Myron Avery to Gordon Hunt, C.C.C. Camp, Rangeley, Maine
Dear Gordon:
I have been so extremely busy since I got back from Maine that I have not had a chance to write
to you. I duly received your message on November 5th. It was picked up by H. E. Hobbs,
9701 Monroe St., Linden, Maryland. In view of the fact that so much work remained to be done,
I thought it was extremely inadvisable for Viles to try to open up this last 2 miles just for the
sake of saying that it had been finished this year. It would have been a mighty tough job. I was
rather tickled to know that 4 days after I finished the measuring, there was so much snow as to
make it impossible to have measured this section. I certainly did finish at the right time.
Viles will probably show you the letter which I wrote to Sewall, reporting on what I observed on
this section. I have suggested to Mr. Sewal1 that he order paint now for use next spring. I also
believe that you have no markers, and if you have not received them by next spring, be sure to let
me know. We are experimenting with a new method, hoping to increase the life of the marker.
We are working on the Guidebook for the entire Trail in Maine. I doubt if we can issue it for a
year or so.
While the photographer has promised me the enlargements, he has been delayed in getting them
out, so this is the reason I have not sent them to you. I hope to have them next week. You
perhaps noticed that the Portland Press Herald ran some of the photographs of the shelters and
bridges in this section. The Squirrel Rook Lean-to was used in the October 30th issue; the Black
Brook Bridge in the October 24th issue.
I hope that the package duly arrived and that Sylvia has forgiven me for breaking up her
Halloween party.
Please let me hear from you once in a while and keep me posted as to developments, although I
presume that things will be very quiet during the winter. Remember me to all of my friends at
Rangeley, particularly to Sylvia and Mrs. Hunt.
November 17, 1936. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Jim:
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You will note my reply to Mr. Greaton. It is too much to hope that this might be an entering
wedge for some support from this quarter on publicity matters. A year ago their excuse was that
their appropriation had been already allocated. I wish there were some way in which this might
be brought up again. At least the Commission would be forced to exercise imagination to
develop another answer.
I had neglected to say that I was told that the Rangeley Camp had used up all of its A.T. paint
which had been purchased before. To avoid delay through not having any available next spring, I
thought I had better mention the matter to you, so that you could take steps to have the
requisition issued and the paint available. It would be well, perhaps, to get another supply for the
Greenville Camp also.
cc Greene
November 17, 1936. Alfred Mullikin, Associate Consultant, Maine State Planning Board, to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
It is interesting to note that the Civilian Conservation Corp has completed the connection of the
250 mile Appalachian Trail from Mount Katahdin to the New Hampshire line by the construction
of a 204 foot cable suspension bridge under the head of Sourdnahunk Falls. We have taken a
great interest in this trail as a recreational feature in this State.
I attended a meeting of the Maine State Park Commission at the request of its secretary on
November 13th, at which time I learned of the circumstances causing the State Park Commission
to lose interest in the Appalachian Mountain Club offer to donate the Woodman Reservation on
the Salmon Falls Gorge in the town of Buxton. I made a personal inspection of this area last
summer and was particularly impressed with its scenic value. It is my understanding that the
Appalachian Club sold to the Cumberland Power and Light Company the flowage rights and
stumpage which naturally render the area undesirable for state park purposes. Since the flowage
rights extend to an elevation reaching the 80 foot contour, you can readily see the damage that
would be done in case the Power Company decides to utilize that area. It is unfortunate to have a
scenic spot of this nature, with virgin timber surrounding the Gorge, to fall to commercial uses
which otherwise could be a very perpetual monument to enjoyment of future generations.
I have not forgotten your letter of August 4th commenting on the literature distributed by the
state and appreciate your suggestions.
November 18, 1936. Myron Avery to F. E. Cousins, City Editor, Portland Press Herald
Dear Mr. Cousins:
I am acknowledging the receipt of the 7 negatives listed in my letter to you of November 5th.
There was also enclosed 14 miscellaneous prints. You still have the 12 negatives which I
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referred to in my letter of November 11th. I mention this so that we can keep the record straight
in this connection.
November 18, 1936. Myron Avery to Daniel Wight
Dear Mr. Wight:
I have your letter of November 15th and appreciate your checking over the data. The
Appalachian Mountain Club does not use paint blazes on its trails, but the Appalachian Trail
Conference (A.T.C.) side trails are the ones that are painted blue. I think I wrote you about the
difference between the two organizations. If there is any question on this, let me know and I will
make it clearer.
I note that you plan to change the color at the first opportunity.
We certainly appreciate your interest in our project and hope nothing will keep you from
returning to Old Speck next summer. Please be sure to keep us informed of what you do in this
connection.
November 18, 1936. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Jim:
Thank you for your letter of November 16th. I hope that you found my letter of November 6th
and the report covering the work to be done, helpful. With what I have already sent in in the way
of suggested work, it gives a pretty complete list of what should be done to put the entire route in
first class order.
I appreciate the danger in listing anything in a Guidebook until it is actually finished. What I had
in mind was merely to say that it was intended to build a lean-to at the enumerated localities.
This would not mislead anyone. It may be, of course, that, by the time the Third Edition comes
out, all of the work next year will be done. I do think that my suggested locations met the
problem in the Bigelow Vlllage-Malne Highway 4 section.
1 assume that, in due course, you will be able to send me the photos, and if any opportunity
presents itself, will try and clear up the difficulty of the A.M.C. 3 lean-tos on the Mahoosuc
Range, as to which they did not feel it expedient to request permission from the Brown Company.
cc Greene
November 19, 1936. Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I was very pleased with your letter of November 16th. We will go ahead, and see what we can do
on this. I was particularly interested in your thought of having the 1939 Appalachian Trail
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Conference in Maine. This is a fine idea and there are several places along the route that would
be ideal for it. I would suggest the Rangeley region.
If you want any of our help to try and get this Conference please let us know. We would be glad
to send out letters and literature to your ‘37 Conference and do everything in our power to swing
it towards Maine.
{Copy Sawyer, Flynt, Greene, Sewall, Torrey, Schuetz}
November 20, 1936. Myron Avery to Alfred Millikin [sic]
Dear Mr. Millikin:
I have your letter of November 17th and I am pleased to note that you recall our former
correspondence and, in particular, my letter of August 4th. I wish that the situation which
apparently has been reported to you, namely, that the Trail in Maine has been completed, were
actually the case. The fact is that very considerable remains to be done. A day or two ago, I
wrote to Mr. Greaton at length, in response to his inquiry as to the status of the Trail. As my
letter to him would serve to familiarize you with the situation and our problems, I am enclosing a
carbon of it. Will you be good enough to return it to me, as it is my only copy.
{Do you wish the information of your letter relating to the Park situation returned to be brought
to the attention of the Appalachian Mountain Club.}
November 20, 1936. Ray Viles, Principal Foreman, Rangeley CCC Camp P-55 to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
With reference to your report dated November 6th in regard to contemplated work for next year.
The Trail from Route 4 to the N. H. line has been repainted by Mr. Winter. The piece from Route
4 to the top of Saddleback has not been repainted, but will be taken care next year when we go
through to Bigelow Village with the other work. No clearing has been done west of the
Houghton Truck Trail to Four Ponds as the lumber company is cutting there at present.
I am very glad to concur in all of your suggestions for next year as they coincide perfectly with
what we had planned, provided they can be incorporated into the Work Plan for next year.
{Sewall, Greene, Flynt, Sawyer}
November 21, 1936. James W. Sewall to Ray Viles, Rangeley, and Emmons Stacy,
Greenville
Gentlemen:
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Send me as follows:
(1) Amount of Special White Appalachian Trail paint you have left.
(2) Amount you estimate will be required for trail next season
From that I can tell whether you should requisition any to prepare for next season’s work. Next
season’s work, if approved, will consist of a general cleanup the whole length of the trail,
painting what may be necessary and of course finishing any gaps which we may find.
This is outside of any lean-tos which we may build.
CC: E. W. Connors, M. H. Avery
November 23, 1936. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College
Dear Sawyer:
I assume that you duly received my rather lengthy report to Sewall of developments in western
Maine. You will be interested to know of Greaton’s response to my letter. I enclose a copy. I
suppose that nothing will come of our primary projects, namely, to try and issue the booklet or
get help with the third edition of the Guidebook. There will be no difficulty about the 1939
Conference. I wish that it were not so far off. Rangeley is an excellent suggestion but many
people would like to see Katahdin and it would give us an opportunity to spend several days on
the Trail.
Let me hear from you some time at your convenience. With best wishes to Mrs. Sawyer and
yourself, I am…
November, 1936. SIGNS FOR APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
Section 17.
At junction of Trail to Sugarloaf Mountain and Me. Highway 17, at Bigelow Village:
Appalachian Trail→
Sugarloaf Mtn. Lean-to
Sugarloaf Mtn.
Spaulding Mtn.
Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to
Mt. Abraham
Orbeton Stream
Savage’s Camps

1.82 m.
4.44 m.
7.13 m.
8.00 m.
10.6 m.
12.75 m.
13.85 m.

No. 142 – At junction of side trail to Mt. Abraham and Appalachian Trail.:
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Appalachian Trail
←Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to
←Mt. Sugarloaf
←Bigelow Village
Orbeton Stream→
Mt. Saddleback→
No. 142-A

.61 m.
4.17 m.
8.51 m.
6.14 m.
13.34 m.

Mt. Abraham Firetower

2 m. app.

No. 142-B – At Orbeton Stream where Trail meets dirt road, south of bridge, across stream:
←Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to
←Spaulding Mtn.
←Mt. Abraham

4.75 m.
5.88 m.
6.2 m. app.

No. 142-D – Same place as No. 142-B:
Appalachian Trail→
Saddleback Mtn.
7.65 m.
Savage’s Camps
1.1 m.
No. 143 – 150 feet north of bridge across Orbeton Stream:
←Appalachian Trail
Saddleback Junior Lean-to
Saddleback Junior
The Horn
Mt. Saddleback
Me. Highway No. 4

3.33 m.
3.62 m.
5.67 m.
7.2 m.
16.15 m.

Section 18.
No. 143-B – Same place as No. 143:
Appalachian Trail
Savage’s Camps
Me. Highway No. 16
←Bigelow Village

1.1 m. →
9.2 m. →
12.73 m.

December 1, 1936. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
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Almost continual absence from my office on one reason or another has conspired to interrupt our
usual prompt exchange of letters. You have done your part, but I have woefully neglected my
part.
Enclosed are two tear sheets from the Bangor News and Press Herald which you may not have
seen. I expect that you inspired the AP Dispatch about the Maine Appalachian Trail. The
Kennebec Journal did not run this story as far as I was able to check up, but undoubtedly other
papers carried it. This is the best piece of material, I believe, that has yet been given on the Trail,
as it came through the AP which gave it general circulation.
Regarding the Silver Aisle. I have been waiting to get all the details about trail construction and a
letter from you summarizing all of the works and forecasting the work for 1937 before taking up
the matter of the Silver Aisle with the Press Herald people. They wanted a story for the Portland
Sunday Telegram which has wide distribution.
In view of the publicity on the Trail already given, it would seem advisable to delay any more
Trail publicity until the first of the year, and I am wondering if it wouldn’t be better to delay the
article on the Silver Aisle for the same reason.
It also happens that a number of enterprising advertising and publicity men are expecting to
launch a quarterly magazine to be devoted to recreation in northeastern New England. The name
of the publication to be "The Downeaster." Already a number of thousand dollars has been
placed and other assistance will undoubtedly be forthcoming, so I rather think the success of the
venture is assured. The first publication would be issued in April and Daniel Hoegg, Advertising
man in Portland has asked me to write you if the Silver Aisle could be featured in our April issue.
At this writing, I don’t know how much of it we could use, but in the meantime let me know
what your reaction is.
{Copy Greene, Sewall, Stubbs, Sawyer}
December 2, 1936. Myron Avery to J. F. Smith, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad
Dear Mr. Smith:
I assume that you duly received my letter of October 14th, in answer to your letter of September
22nd, and that the two articles and accompanying photographs will duly appear in the 1937 issue.
If this is not the case, will you kindly advise me?
IN THE MAINE WOODS has been in the habit of quoting, from time to time, from rare treatises
which deal with the Maine Wilderness. 1 thought that the enclosed extract from one of John
Burroughs’ writings might make a very suitable item.
cc Mr. Harris
Thoreau's visits to the Maine woods are well known and his accounts of his three journeys have
become classic literature of the wilderness. That another distinguished naturalist, John Burroughs,
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visited the Maine Woods in the latter part of the Nineteenth Century, is not well known and his
narrative of his trip has received little attention. The locality of his travels was the region east of
the Kennebec River in the vicinity of Moxie Bald Mountain and Moxie Pond. There is
reproduced below an extract from A TASTE OF MAINE BIRCH, published by Houghton
Mifflin & Company, under the title of "Sharp Eyes", by John Burroughs:
"One day we made an excursion of three miles through the woods to Bald Mountain,
following a dim trail. {[Footnote:] “Bald Mountain: Not the one usually found on maps of
Maine. This is a small mountain 2630 feet high lying due east of the southern end of Moxie
Pond.} We saw, as we filed silently along, plenty of signs of caribou, deer, and bear, but
were not blessed with a sight of either of the animals themselves. I noticed that Uncle Nathan,
in looking through the woods, did not hold his head as we did, but thrust it slightly forward,
and peered under the branches like a deer or other wild creature.
"The summit of Bald Mountain was the most impressive mountain-top I had ever seen,
mainly, perhaps, because it was one enormous crown of nearly naked granite. The rock had
that gray, elemental, eternal look which granite alone has. One seemed to be face to face with
the gods of the fore-world. Like an atom, like a breath of to-day, we were suddenly
confronted by abysmal geologic time - the eternities past and the eternities to come. The
enormous cleavage of the rooks, the appalling cracks and fissures, the rent bowlders, the
smitten granite floors, gave one a new sense of the power of heat and frost. In one place we
noticed several deep parallel grooves, made by the old glaciers. In the depressions on the
summit there was a hard, black, peaty-like soil that looked indescribably ancient and
unfamiliar. Out of this mould, that might have come from the moon or the interplanetary
spaces, were growing mountain cranberries and blueberries or huckleberries. We were soon
so absorbed in gathering the latter that we were quite oblivious of the grandeurs about us. It
is these blueberries that attract the bears. In eating them, Uncle Nathan said, they take the
bushes in their mouths, and by an upward movement strip them then of both leaves and
berries. We were constantly on the lookout for the bears, but failed to see any. Yet a few days
afterward, when two of our party returned here and encamped upon the mountain, they saw
five during their stay, but failed to get a good shot. The rifle was in the wrong place each
time. The man with the shot-gun saw an old bear and two cubs lift themselves from behind a
rock and twist their noses around for his scent, and then shrink away. They were too far off
for his buckshot. I must not forget the superb view that lay before us, a wilderness of woods
and waters stretching away to the horizon on every hand. Nearly a dozen lakes and ponds
could be seen, and in a clearer atmosphere the foot of Moosehead Lake would have been
visible. {[Footnote:] Moosehead Lake: The largest lake in the State. From Bald Mountain It
would be seen to the northeast.} The highest and most striking mountain to be seen was
Mount Bigelow, rising above Dead River, far to the west, and its two sharp peaks notching
the horizon like enormous saw-teeth. {[Footnotes:] Mount Bigelow: Not usually given on
small maps. It would be seen to the southwest from the summit of Bald Mountain; Dead
River: A tributary of the Kennebec flowing into it at The Forks a point a few miles northwest
of Pleasant Pond.} We walked around and viewed curiously a huge bowlder on the top of the
mountain that had been split in two vertically, and one of the halves moved a few feet out of
its bed. It looked recent and familiar, but suggested gods instead of men. The force that
moved the rock had plainly come from the north. I thought of a similar bowlder I had seen
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not long before on the highest point of the Shawangunk Mountains in New York, one side of
which is propped up with a large stone, as wall-builders prop up a rock to wrap a chain
around it. [Foonote:] {Shawangunk Mountains: In Orange County, New York, lying west of
Port Jervis and east of Newburgh.} The rock seems poised lightly, and has but a few points
of bearing. In this instance, too, the power had come from the north.
"The prettiest botanical specimen my trip yielded was a little plant that bears the ugly name
of burned bladderwort (Utricularla cornuta), and which I found growing in marshy places
along the shores of Moxie Lake. It has a slender, naked stem nearly a foot high, crowned by
two or more large deep yellow flowers--flowers the shape of little bonnets or hoods. One
almost expected to see tiny faces looking out of then. This illusion is heightened by the horn
or spur of the flower, which projects from the hood like a long tapering chin--some masker's
device. [Footnote:] {masker's device: Can you think of masker's devices you have used on
Halloween?} Then the cape behind - what a smart upward curve it has, as if spurned by the
fairy shoulders it was meant to cover. But perhaps the most notable thing about the flower
was its fragrance--the richest and strongest perfume I have ever found in a wild flower. This
our botanist, Gray, does not mention, as if one should describe the lark and forget its song.
[Footnote:] {Gray, Asa (1810-1888): An American botanist, author of a number of books on
botany which served to develop popular interest in the study of this subject. His most
important work was Manual of the Botany of the Northern United States.} The fragrance
suggested that of white clover, but was more rank and spicy.
“The woods about Moxie Lake were literally carpeted with Linnaea. [Footnote:] {Linnaea: A
flower named for the botanist, Linnaeus.} I had never seen it in such profusion. In early
summer, the period of its bloom, what a charming spectacle the mossy floors of these remote
woods must present! The flowers are purple rose- color, nodding and fragrant. Another very
abundant plant in these woods was the Clintonia borealis. Uncle Nathan said it was called
“bear’s corn”, though he did not know why. The only noticeable flower by the Maine
roadsides at this season that is not common in other parts of the country is the harebell. Its
bright blue, bell-shaped corolla shone out from amid the dry grass and weeds all along the
route. [Footnote:] {corolla: The petals of a flower.} It was one of the most delicate roadside
flowers I had ever seen.
"The only new bird I saw in Maine was the pileated woodpecker, or black ’log cock', called
by Uncle Nathan ’wood cook’. [Footnote:] {Pileated woodpecker: This bird is black with a
red crest and white markings on the side of the neck and winds. It inhabits deep forests.} I
had never before seen or heard this bird, and its loud cackle in the woods about Moxie was a
new sound to me. It is the wildest and largest of our northern woodpeckers, and the rarest. Its
voice and the sound of its hammer are heard only in the depths of the northern woods. It is
about as large as a crow, and nearly as black.
"We stayed a week at Moxie, or until we became surfeited with its trout, and had killed the
last Merganser duck that lingered about our end of the lake. [Footnote:] {Merganser duck: A
fish-eating bird. The male has a greenish-black head with a bushy crest, the female has a
reddish-brown head with a longer and thinner crest.} The trout that had accumulated on our
hands we had kept alive in a large champagne basket submerged in the lake, and the morning
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we broke camp the basket was towed to the shore and opened; and after we had feasted our
eyes upon the superb spectacle, every trout, twelve or fifteen in number, some of them twopounders, was allowed to swim back into the lake. They went leisurely, in couples and in
trios, and were soon kicking up their heels in their old haunts. I expect that the divinity who
presides over Moxie will see to it that every one of those trout, doubled in weight, comes to
our basket in the future.”
December 2, 1936. Myron Avery to J. M. Harris, Troutdale Cabins
Dear Mr. Harris:
I am enclosing copy of a self- explanatory letter which I have written to the General Passenger
Agent of the Bangor & Aroostook Railroad. This story has a great deal to say about Moxie Pond
and the fishing there. I had not seen it before. It appears In the Riverside Literature Series, No.
36, Second Edition, published by Houghton Mifflin & Co. I thought it would be of interest to
you to know about this.
I am quoting below an extract of a letter received from the proprietor of the Long Pond Camps
on the Trail. It seems that he has been fortunate in making a somewhat different type of trail user
than those who have inflicted themselves upon Moxie Pond.
"The Trail was quite a benefit to us this season and we enjoyed all those who stopped with us."
I can imagine that you are having rather severe weather now.
December 7, 1936. Alfred Mullikin, Maine State Planning Board, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I wish to thank you for your letter of November 20th, enclosing a copy of your letter to Mr.
Greaton which I have read with interest and am returning to you at your request.
In further reference to the Salmon Falls area which was at one time discussed with the Maine
State Park Commission, I mentioned the matter at a recent meeting of the State Park Commission
and was informed that in view of the fact that the Power Company had flowage rights to the 80
foot contour and that the timber land had been sold to other interests, they had voted not to
consider the matter as one of their recreational areas. However, the Chairman informed me that if
the Power Company relinquished its flowage rights and even though the timber lands was in
some other hands, they would reconsider the matter, since they feel that even though some
timber was cut there would be lumber enough left to still make the location attractive.
December 8, 1936. Wolcott Cutler to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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I very much appreciated your good letter of November 13th and I read with keenest interest the
copy of Letter Report #4, dated July 1, 1936, on the Appalachian Trail in Maine. Unless I hear
from you to the contrary, I shall take the liberty of retaining this Letter Report #4 for my file.
In regard to the bibliography section of the revised Maine Guide, I am sure that you need to
make no apology for the omission of my simple and now out-dated articles.
I hope that you will visit the A.M.C. headquarters at 5 Joy Street sometime when you can stop
for a few moments and glance at the lantern slides I made from my Carrabassett Valley pictures.
I have the negatives of these slides if one or more of them were desired by you to duplicate and
keep.
With congratulations on the conclusion of the opening of the Appalachian Trail in Maine and
hoping that the work of maintenance in Maine is not going to be excessively arduous.
December 9, 1936. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Roy:
I am very pleased to have your letter of December 1st and to hear from you again. I appreciate
that you have been extremely busy, but I had commenced to wonder a bit over not hearing from
you.
You undoubtedly have noted the carbon of my long letter to Mr. Greaton, reporting in detail on
the status of the Trail situation in Maine. Contrary to your surmise, I had nothing to do with the
A.P. story. It was not exactly correct and I assumed that it was released by the C.C.C. either at
Washington or at their Augusta office. If I had “inspired” the story, I would have sent it through
you, of course, in keeping with our usual practice. This broke immediately after my return from
completing my measurements in Maine, and, under the circumstances, it seemed as if it had
killed the market for a story to the effect that all was completed except two miles. So under the
circumstances, I thought there was nothing to be done in the way of publicity at the moment,
Hence, I sent nothing to you. I think this explains the situation and I have returned your copies to
you.
I wish you would mail back to me, as soon as you conveniently can, the photos and manuscript
for the Silver Aisle. I want to get another quotation from a low priced producer of photo-offset
work. I am still hoping we can find the funds to issue this much-needed booklet. I hope that the
Bangor & Aroostook has not gone back on its offer of assistance by reason of our inability to go
ahead with the project.
There is one small source of revenue of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, if we push it hard
enough. The Portland-Press-Herald will pay 50 cents each for the series of photos which you
have undoubtedly noticed credited to the Appalachian Trail Conference. We have been able in
this way to pay the expenses of the exhibits at the Sportsmen’s Shows last year. Our bridge fund
has been partly expended, so that only half remains. I have done a good deal in trying to get in
various photos to use for this purpose and I was thinking of trying to organize a sort of drive and
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ask a number of people if they would permit us to use photos of Maine for this purpose.
Undoubtedly, you have a number which could be used for this purpose. In this way, we can
secure a small continuing income, although it means considerable work to keep track of the
photos.
I would like very much for you to be able to get a definite answer from the Sunday Telegraph as
to how much of the Silver Aisle and its photos it would use and what we could do in the way of
getting additional copies. Of course, what we are mining for is to reproduce the entire article and
have available ample reprints. I had thought of trying to run a very short story in a magazine,
such as American Forests. We need further publicity to stimulate the sale of the Guidebooks.
We have about 100 remaining and as soon as we sell them, we can issue the third edition. Miss
Park tells me that every story brings in an influx of orders.
If when you show the Silver Aisle to Daniel Hoegg he feels that the article is too long as such—
as I should presume it to be—if he would take the time to indicate or outline how he would want
it reduced and the photos which he would use, I should be very glad to go to work to compress it
into the indicated space. However, in order to have the publicity of some use to us, I feel that we
should try to make some arrangements to get reprints of that particular section. We certainly
want an article on the trail in “The Down Easter”.
I feel very much disposed to try to bring this matter of the Silver Aisle to some conclusion. You
have the local contacts and if you would be disposed to press the issue with the Sunday
Telegraph and “The Down Easter”, we can see where we stand. I would appreciate the benefit of
any suggestions you have as to obtaining revenue through the use of photos and I wish you
would let me have the manuscript and photos for about a week as soon as you conveniently can.
You will be sorry to learn that Greene has been ill in the hospital in New York but is much better
at the present time. I am sending a carbon of your letter and of my reply to Messrs. Greene,
Sewall, Stubbs and Sawyer.
Greaton’s letter with respect to the 1939 Conference certainly indicates a cooperative note, but I
am afraid that nothing will be forthcoming on the substantial projects—aid in getting out the
third edition of the Guidebook and the Silver Aisle.
cc Greene, Sewall, Stubbs, Sawyer
December 12, 1936. Gordon Hunt to Myron Avery
DEAR MR. AVERY:
THANKS VERY MUCH FOR SENDING THE PORTLAND PAPERS CONTAINING THE
PHOTO OF THE BOG AND YOURS TRULY, IT CAME OUT VERY WELL AND I AM
VERY GLAD TO HAVE IT.
RAY WANTED ME TO TELL YOU THAT GEORGE WINTER MADE NO CHANGES IN
THE TRAIL BETWEEN ROUTE FOUR AND OLD SPEC. THE SITUATION AT SESSION'S
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CAMPS REMAINS AS BEFORE AS GEORGE COULD FIND NO OTHER LOCATION
WHICH WOULD IMPROVE THE ROUTE ANY.
WE ARE HAVING QUITE A GOOD SPELL OF WINTER WEATHER AND IN THE
VICINITY OF FOURTEEN INCHES OF SNOW MOST ANYWHERE EVEN THOUGH WE
HAVE HAD A COUPLE OF DAYS RAIN LATELY. THE TEMPERATURE HAS BEEN
BELOW MINUS TEN DEGREES SEVERAL TIMES: AND THE LAKES ARE FROZEN
OVER. IN FACT RANGELEY FROZE IN NOVEMBER WHICH TO MY KNOWLEDGE IS
THE EARLIEST EVER RECORDED.
HOPING TO HEAR FROM YOU AGAIN SOON, I REMAIN,
December 14, 1936. Myron Avery to Wolcott Cutler
Dear Mr. Cutler:
Thank you very much for your letter of December 8th. Because of your Interest in the Trail in
Maine and the fact that you really put us in touch with Helon Taylor, who has been of such
assistance to us, we thought that you might like to have a copy of the second edition of GUIDE
TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. I trust that you will overlook the slight defect in
the copy which is being forwarded with the compliments of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
We are also placing your name on the Appalachian Trail Conference mailing list, to receive
future Letter Reports, etc. You will note from the Letter Report which will be sent out in January
that, to finance activities in Maine, we have adopted the scheme of selling to the Portland-PressHerald photographs of Maine scenery, which brings in 50 cents per photo.
I shall be in Boston early in January and shall adopt your suggestion of looking at your negatives.
I hope that you will have an opportunity some time soon to extend your travels in the Maine area.
December 21, 1936. Myron Avery to American Art Post Card Company. Attn: Mr. J. P.
Boynton
Gentlemen:
In checking over some correspondence files, I notice a carbon of my letter to you of November
20, 1935, in answer to your letter to me of November 5, 1935, in which you indicated that you
would be interested in buying some photographs of scenes along The Appalachian Trail at
specified rates. Will you kindly let me know if you are still interested in this matter? If so, we
will assemble and forward to you some photographs. I regret that, through a misunderstanding,
we failed to have these photographs assembled last November.
December 21, 1936. Myron Avery to R. M. Evans, U. S. Forest Service, Region 7,
Washington, D. C.
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Dear Mr. Evans:
1 enclose copy of self-explanatory letter which I have written to Mr. Stackpole, who is acting in
a sort of liaison capacity between the State and the U.S. Geological Survey. I believe that I have
taken up with you before the matter of the Old Speck area. Has the situation with respect to the
Purchase Unit in Western Maine changed, so that your office would feel warranted in joining the
Outing Clubs in pressing for a continuation of the work in the Old Speck Area?
December 21, 1936. Myron Avery to M. R. Stackpole, Water Resources Board, Geological
Survey, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Stackpole:
By reason of the fact that the Appalachian Trail across Maine has been practically completed,
and as we hope to issue, during the next year, a third edition of our Guidebook, we are naturally
much interested in the possibility of the legislature making appropriations which would permit a
continuation of the mapping of the State of Maine by the U. S. Geological Survey. We are
particularly anxious to have the Old Speck area mapped. This region, which is very mountainous
and wild, has just been made accessible by the Trail route and there is considerable interest
among the Outing Clubs in this area. In addition. it falls within the Purchase Unit of the White
Mountains National Forest, and we are hoping that the Forest Service may find that it would be
to their advantage to have this area mapped and make representations to the U.S. Geological
Survey.
At you may know, this year the Survey worked on the Gorham Quadrangle just across the Line.
I am writing to ask if you would be good enough to tell me the situation and to suggest to whom
in the State the Outing Clubs and others interested might make representations, to induce a
resumption of the map work in Maine.
December 22, 1936. M. R. Stackpole, District Engineer, Maine Public Utilities Commission
Reference is made to your letter of December 21 regarding topographic mapping in Maine. The
program for completing topographic maps of Maine established by the State Legislature of 1927
was suspended by the Legislature of 1933 and again in 1935. The Legislature convenes again on
January 6, 1937, and it is my understanding that nothing has been included in the State budget
for mapping during the two years beginning next July.
From all accounts the financial condition of the State is none too good at this time and there is
much talk of proposed new sources of revenue to finance old age pensions and other new
obligations of the State, and it has been difficult to create interest in taking up mapping work
again at this time.
The Old Speck Mountain quadrangle and the other just north of it are the only two missing
sheets for that section of the State and there is much interest on the part of engineers and others
in having provisions made for the early completion of these two maps. It has been suggested that
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a special resolve be introduced into the coming Legislature to provide funds for these two sheets.
The following parties have been much interested in these areas:
Paul L. Bean, Engineer, Union Water Power Company, Lewiston, Maine.
Phillip W. Thomas, Engineer, Rumford Falls Power Company, Rumford, Maine.
Mr. S. S. Lockyer, Chief Forester, Brown Company, Berlin, N.H.
The Maine Development Commission, Mr. Everett Greaton, Secretary, should be interested in
this area, and also Waldo N. Seavey, State Forestry Commissioner. Mr. Leroy F. Hussey is
Chairman of the State Appropriations Committee.
Most everyone appreciates the value of the topographic maps but the difficulty is to convince
them that it is necessary to take the work up again at this time.
{Watson—Please show to those who may be interested and return to me. M.H.A. Hope
something develops, at least sufficient funds to complete Old Speck. S.H.W
December 24. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
My dear Myron:
Enclosed is an extra copy of "The Silver Aisle” which you may need in revising the article for
the TELEGRAM. You see, I did have an extra copy as you thought. I found this in an extra
folder in my Planning Board file.
I was sorry to hear that Walter Greene has been in the hospital. It was encouraging to learn that
he is better, now. Please keep me advised as to his condition. When did he leave the hospital, as I
assume he must have done by now if improvement has been steady.
In this mail, I am writing him a personal note.
P. S. By separate mail I have written you about an article in the Portland Sunday Telegram on
"the Silver Aisle." Enclosed find a carbon of my letter to Attwood relative to a picture of the
footbridge at Sourdnahunk Falls. The weather thwarted my best efforts, twice, to get a picture.
Evidently the weather man served you likewise as you must have passed over and back on this
bridge on your way to Rainbow, last September. You were one day ahead of me; I came out of
Bradeen's Camp on a Sunday morning, the week following Labor Day. Mrs. Flynt and I drove
around to the road to Roaring Brook (which Fred Gilbert swears is not Roaring Brook, but Basin
Brook) and hiked into Dudley's for a one night stay. We did not climb the Mountain. We
returned, next day, to our Camp at Foss & Knowlton. Your sister, I learned later, was at York's
Camp. I missed you both ways. It would have pleased Mrs. Flynt and myself to have had you as
our guests. The weather turned bad just as I planned to go down the trail and get a picture. We
came out of Camp in the rain. R. H. F.
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December 24. Roy Flynt to Stanley B. Attwood
My dear Attwood:
In October or November, if my memory serves me, the Lewiston Journal printed a reproduction
of a photo of the new footbridge across the West Branch of the Penobscot, at the head of
Sourdnahunk Falls, on the Appalachian Trail.
Myron H. Avery. Overseer of Trails of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, would like to obtain a
print to use in a newspaper story of the Appalachian Trail in Maine, to appear shortly in the
Portland Sunday Telegram.
Would you be good enough to try to locate the owner of the negative and obtain a print for me to
use with others in mailing a layout to accompany the article. Any expense in connection with this,
I will be glad to take care of. If any credit line is to be used please designate on the reverse side
of the picture.
Your help will be much appreciated by Mr. Avery and myself.
With the season's best greetings,
December 24. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
The next Monday after receiving your letter of the 9th (December 14), I had an opportunity to
see Mr. Tewksbury, editor of the Portland Sunday Telegram, and show him the new pictures and
review the old—pictures that would provide the highlights for "The Silver Aisle."
Tewksbury will give us a full page, after the first of the year, but your copy would need to be cut
from 27 pages to 12 or 14, he said. Mr. T. reacted favorably to my suggestion that I make a
central layout of the pictures—grouping six or seven of the best—flanking this with the story.
Now please give me your ideas of how such an arrangement can developed to obtain the most in
the space allotted. Don’t you think that a short review of the work accomplished and the work to
be done, next year, should be used as an introduction to the story? I wish you would supply this
from your intimate knowledge of this work. In turn, I will make the picture selections and layout
and if it is possible for you to come to Portland (in case I can’t see you in Boston, the week of
January 5) we can have the story already to "shoot" around the 5th. Even then, it probably
wouldn't appear for a couple of weeks at the TELEGRAM’S option.
Between the work of trying to inaugurate a magazine, preparing the copy for my booklet on
Moosehead Lake, selling advertising and printing for the Augusta Press and Roy Flynt Service—
and playing Santa Claus—time has not hung heavy on my hands.
Your Christmas card, for which I am indebted, is unique; what wonderful youngsters you have.
Thanks, so much. My best regards and greetings to you all.
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P. S. Will you check up on the Katahdin Bibliography and prospectus, as I cannot recall having
received these.
Regarding a picture of the foot bridge across the West Branch at Sourdnahunk Falls, the
Lewiston Journal printed an excellent reproduction of a photograph, some weeks ago and I am
writing Atwood to see if he can locate the photo and allow us to use it in the Telegram story of
the Silver Aisle.
December 28, 1936. Everett Greaton to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I appreciate very much the booklet received this morning “An Annotated Bibilography of
Katahdin.” We are now working on a booklet which will be entitled Mountain Climbing in
Maine.
Before we have this printed we probably will want some suggestions from you.
December 30, 1936. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Flynt:
Thank you very much for your two letters of December 24th. To save stenographic labor, l
enclose a carbon of my letter of this date to Harry Ross. We have had some correspondence in
connection with publicity to secure a definite and well-developed plan for the future of the
Katahdin region.
As I read your letter of December 24th, it is up to us to reduce the Silver Aisle from 27 pages to
14, at the most, including, as you suggest, a short introduction in the way of the work done this
year. I feel sure that I can have this done by the time I am able to leave Boston. If you would go
ahead and make up the layout of the pictures, we will then have the text and photos ready for Mr.
Tewksbury to use. There is one point of vital importance to us and which I wish to press, that is,
some reference to the availability of the Guidebook at 901 Union Trust Building, as well as the
Katahdin Bibliography, and the price. The value of these stories to us is in stimulating the sale of
the book and that is why I am extremely anxious that this particular item not be overlooked. We
lose considerable if there is no indication as to where the Guidebook, etc. can be obtained.
There are two other matters which I wish to cover. I have been making quite a review of the
available photographs which I have, with the thought of talking with Mr. F. E. Cousins, City
Editor of the Telegram. As you know, we have been able to increase the scanty funds of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club through selling photos. I have quite a collection on hand now and
I had thought that during the next month I would get Schairer to write to several likely prospects
and ask them if they would loan, for this use, photos which they had of scenes in Maine which
the paper could use in this series. As each picture brings in 50 cents, there is a chance of
considerable revenue, but we need to obtain diversification. All of my photos are either along the
Trail or of Katahdin and there is too much of this stuff. I wish I could cover some other section
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of the state. For this purpose. will you, therefore, be good enough to let us have back, as soon as
you can, all photos except those which you reserve for the layout for the Sunday Telegram story?
This will include the balance of the Silver Aisle, as well as a large number of miscellaneous
photos which 1 have sent to you.
This is a new year. Do you think it would be worthwhile to speak to Greaton and see if there is
any possibility of the Commission, this year, helping out with the publication of something on
the Trail. My thought would be that if the Bangor & Aroostook would still contribute its $100,
and the Commission would help to some slight extent, we could turn out the Silver Aisle in some
fashion. You will remember that the Commission has not reprinted my booklet on Katahdin and.
at the present time, has no publicity either on Katahdin or on the Trail route. Greaton told
Professor Sawyer that he expected to have a booklet on Mountain Climbing in Maine prepared
by Arthur Fogg at Portland. My guess would be that this will not be forthcoming, although I may
be mistaken in that respect. 1 think it would be worthwhile to check up the matter, if possible,
before I go to Boston.
I very much appreciate the promptness and effectiveness with which you have taken up this
matter which I think will be of considerable benefit to us, and I hope that we will be able to
finish it without any difficulty.
{Copy Sewall, Greene, Sawyer}
December 31, 1936. “W.N.W.”, 608 Woodward Bldg., to Arthur Staples, Editor, Lewiston
Evening Journal
Dear Mr. Staples:
Knowing of your deep personal interest in Mt. Katahdin, and having read constantly your
interesting editorials on outdoors in Maine, I believe you will be interested indeed in the copy of
the bibliography which I am sending you under separate cover of Mt, Katahdin, compiled by E.
S. C. Smith and Myron H, Avery.
I am enclosing a short descriptive release on this booklet, and I will be grateful if you can make
some mention of this new contribution to the literature on Maine in the Lewiston Evening
Journal.
Let me send you my best regards, and I hope you feel free to write me in case I can be of any
assistance to you at Washington.
cc: M. H. Avery
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